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CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION. 



1 HE era embraced in our second division est«uds from 
the reign of Antoninus Pius to that of Commodus. One of 
the vmters included in the previous group, Polycarp, lived 
far on into this period. But his style and mode of thought, 
as well as the most active part of his life, helong to the 
earlier period. The writer of the Pastor of Hcrmas may also 
have lived in the time of the Antonines, but here a^n 
in the lack of external evidence we are led hy the character 
of his work to place him in the earliest group of Christian 
writers. On the other hand, some of the writers included 
in the second group flourished in the reign of Hadrian. The 
first Aiiologists presented their apologies to that emperor. 
But as their writings are lost, and consequently a thorough 
study of their mode of thought is impossible, we class them 
along ivith those who carried out the special work which they 
had commenced. 

This era is justly called the Apologetic, There were many 
other writers besides the Apologists, and the Apologists wrote 
other works besides the apologies. Some wrote exhortatory 
letters, like Dionysius; some wrote against heretics j some dis- 
cussed the Passover controversy; one recorded his recollections 
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of earlier times; and some, like Melito, spread their investi|>a- 
tions over a wide ranp^e of interesting^ puhjects. Unfortunately, 
of these works we know only the names, or, at the best, but a 
few fragments are all that remain. The literature which lies 
before us for study is apologt^tic. The Apologists are 
Quadratus, Aristides, Justin, Tatian, Alhonagoras, Theophi- 
lus, Hermias, and Melito. We have but fragments of the 
apologies of Quadrat us, Aristides, Ilermias, and Melito. 
The apologies of the others are nearly complete. That of 
Theophilus was addressed to a private individual, Tatian's 
was an appeal to the Greeks, while the other two were pre- 
sented to the emperors. Yet the difference caused by this 
circumstance is not so great as might at first sight be sup- 
posed. 

These apologies are not apologies for Christianity. In 
fact, Christianity had not as yet been attacked in writing. 
Celsus wrote his work against the Christian religion towards 
the middle of this period, and his work remained unanswered 
for upwards of fifty years. These apologies are genuine 
apologies ; that is, defences of persons who have been accused. 
The Christians at this time were generally condemned to 
death without any trial, simply because they confessed 
that they were Christians, and these apologies are appeals 
from the subordinate judges who thus treated them to the 
supreme administrators of the law, the emperors. Their 
great aim, therefore, is to show that it is unjust to condemn 
a person without a hearing, and on the ground merely of 
a name, and to prove that the accusations commonly made 
against the Christians were utterly unfounded. They were 
written to avert persecutions which threatened the Chris- 
tians on every hand. 

The apologies themselves are proof that these persecutions 
did not proceed from the supreme authorities. They were 
not sanctioned by laws enacted expressly for the purpose, 
nor were they the result of temporary decrees issued by the 
emperors. Historians of the church who flourished long 
subsequent to the times of persecution, arbitrarily reckoned 
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the persecutions as ten, and assigned each to a particular 
emperor. But this reckoning is one of those generalizations 
which have no real basis in fact. From the very first dawn 
of Christianity Christians were persecuted, and this perse- 
cution continued without intermission, but with more or 
less ferocity according as local circumstances stimulated the 
populace. A considerable time elapsed before Christianity 
drew upon it the notice and interference of the lawgivers. 
The violence of Nero against the Christians was a savage 
outburst of cruelty, not against Christianity, but against men 
who had become objects of hatred and ridicule to the people, 
and for whom he expected that nobody would care. It is doubt- 
ful, moreover, whether he did not confound Christians with 
Jews. The persecution of Domitian was of a similar nature^ 
but was not more violent against Christians than it was 
against philosophers. The first genuine notice which the 
government took of Christians, as far as history has informed 
us, is made in Pliny's famous letter to the emperor Trajan. 
From that letter it appears that Pliny had never been present 
at the trials of the Christians before his appointment to 
office, and was therefore in doubt whether to punish those 
who simply professed the name of Christ, or whether he 
should not farther inquire as to whether they had committed 
some crime in addition to bearing the odious name. As 
preliminary to the settlement of his procedure he had in- 
quired into the nature of their meetings, and had tortured 
two maidservants for the purpose of ascertaining the truth. 
But he had found nothing criminal — nothing but a depraved 
and immoderate superstition. As a Roman governor, how- 
ever, he claimed the right of regulating the religion of sub- 
jects, and he therefore regarded the obstinacy of the Chris- 
tians as fit cause for punishment in the meantime. As to 
the future, he writes for more precise directions from his 
master. The answer of Trajan is conclusive that as yet the 
law had taken no notice of Christians. No fixed mode of 
procedure, he says, was possible for all circumstances. The 
governors must act according to the necessities of the case. 
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If Christiuus were brouglit up for trial and would not yield 
obedience to the Roman ^vernor by worshipping the gods 
and the image of the emperor^ then they must be punished. 
But no search was to be made for Christians^ and informers 
were to be discountenanced. 

The same course of conduct was pursued in the following 
reigns. We hear nothing of laws made or carried into force 
against the Christians^ and the only emperor who is supposed 
to have interfered unfavourably is Marcus Aurelius. I think 
that there is not good reason for the charge made against 
this emiHjror. Persecution never ceased. It raged in the 
time of Hadrian^ Antoninus Pius^ and Commodus^ as well as 
in the reign of Marcus Aurelius. But the generalizing ten- 
dency of the later histonans led them to fix on one point of 
time^ and the most prominent point was unquestionably the 
time of the persecution of the Gallic Christians, towards the 
end of the reign of Marcus Aurelius. They, in consequence, 
set down Marcus Aurelius as instigating a persecution. Most 
modem writers have given credence to this view, all the more 
readily that it seems to be suj)ported by a probable theory of 
the action of the human heart in the circumstances. Marcus 
Aurelius is regarded as having been very pious, but piety 
towards the gods would produce intolerance towards the 
Christians, and the greater the piety the more likely that 
the intolerance would be shown. Now, that Marcus Aurelius 
was pious there cannot be a doubt.. His own work abun- 
dantly proves this. But his piety was of a peculiar sort. It 
was stoical. He could not and did not believe in the common 
gods. He resolved them into principles. He kept up their 
worship because he did not know how the religious instinct 
could be preserved without it. But he stood in relation to 
these gods in a state of utter unbelief, and he must have 
regarded the worship of them as an extremely diflScult pro- 
blem. He could not be intolerant in behalf of gods as such. 
In fact, there would be more reason to expect the superstitious 
wavering Hadrian or the pious unphilosophical Antoninus 
Pius to stand up in defence of the gods than such a sceptic 
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OS Marcne Aurelius. And when we examine the evidence on 
which the guilt is imputed to Aurelios, we shall find it to 
he utterly unsatisfactory. We shall find that it resolves itself 
into this, that perseeutions took plaee in his reign, that these 
persecutions were especiaUy violent in France, and that it is 
difficult to suppose that they took place without his sanction. 
But persecutions were not unknown in the reigns of Hadrian 
and Antoninus Pius. Quadi-atus and Aristides presented their 
apologies to Hadrian, Justiu Martyr presented his to Anto- 
ninus PiuB, and yet these emperors are not accused. In fact, 
an emperor could not be expected to interfere. There were, 
no doubt, thousands of cases of judicial injustice throughout 
the empire. Many of these never came to the emperor's 
ears, and many of them came too late. There is this strong 
proof of the innocence of Marcus Aurelius, that the Christians 
never blame liim, but, on the contrary, appeal to him as either 
protecting thera, or as likely to protect them. The language 
of Athenagoras prevents us from supposing that he knew 
anything of the emperor's loo great zeal for the gods. 
Tatian does not accuse him. Tertullian praises him. The 
one single statement against him occurs in the Ictt^T of the 
Church at Lyons, and the words used no more prove hia guilt 
than the official use of the name of William in any document 
connected with the Glencoe massacre would prove that that 
monarch knowingly lent his sanction to that monstrous crime. 
On the contrary, there is good reason for doubting whether 
he knew anything at all of the sanction giyen to the perse- 
cution, for the pei'secution took place at the very time &t 
which the emperor must have been overwhelmed with prep^ 
rations for his war against the Mareomanni. Moreover, at 
the worst, it was not a persecution of Christians as Christians. 
Even on the supposition that he did give his sanction person- 
ally, he merely sanctioned the decisions of bis subordinates, 
aud these decisions, it must be remembered, as presented to 
him, were no doubt based on the most satisfactory evidence 
of guilt wrenched by torture and the most blinded pr^'udice. 
He could not, even if he had i^Hshed, inquire personally into 
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the innocence or guilt of the Christians accused^ and he could 
not help helieving his own regularly- apjwinted officers in 
preference to Christians^ so long as he remained outside the 
Christian Church. 

The emperors, then, had nothing to do with the persecu- 
tion of Christians. On the contrary, the whole tendency of 
the government during the reigns of Trajan, Hadrian, An- 
toninus Pius, and Marcus Aurelius, was eminently favourable 
to the spread of the new religion. The empire was a vast 
advance on the republic in a p)litical point of view, as 
Congrevca has well shown. In the times of the republic 
the government was conducted solely for the interests of the 
Romans, and this narrow policy continued during the reigns 
of the family of Ca'sar. But the circumstances of imperial 
government necessitated attention to the interests of a much 
wider class. And when a provincial, as Trajan was, received 
the purple, his feelings led him to identify the interests 
of the great masses of men throughout the Roman empire 
with his own. Henceforward the policy of the rulers w^as no 
longer to flatter the senate, but to ingratiate themselves with 
the people. And so strikingly was this policy carried out in 
the reign of Antoninus Pius, that the senate on his death 
were for refusing him the honours which were paid to de- 
ceased emperors. The imperial government was, therefore, 
government for the people; for the many, and not for the 
few. This very extension of the aim of the governors had 
a humanizing influence on them. And accordingly we find 
that the general tendency of their policy was much superior 
to that of the days of the Roman Republic. Many of the 
barbarous practices which had been then legalized were 
now abolished 5 the ferocity of some institutions was miti- 
gated, and new institutions were formed of a noble and 
benevolent character. Thus slaves were treated with much 
greater kindness by the law. Hadrian prohibited mastere 
from killing their slaves, on penalty of being tried for the 

* In his Boman Empire of the West. Pour Lectures, by Richard Con- 
greve, M. A. 
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crime; and Antoninus went further, and gave instructions 
that in the case of slaves who took refuge at altars or the 
statues of the emperors their masters should be compelled 
to sell them if their cruelty was proved to be intolerable*. 
The same humanity was seen in the attempts to moderate the 
ferocity of the gladiatorial fights, Marcus Aurelius having 
made a law that the combatants were to fight with blunt 
weapons*'. 

Many arrangements were made for the sake of morality, 
such as the establishment of separate baths for the sexes. 
And benevolent institutions now for the first time make 
their appearance. Trajan maintained five thousand children 
of the free-born at his own expense, and Hadrian continued 
the work, spending still more money on it, while he also 
helped to support destitute women. These arrangements, 
there is reason to believe, were kept up by their immediate 
successors. Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius farther 
turned their bounty into memorials of women to whom they 
were attached ; for we are told that Antoninus Pius supported 
a number of girls, whom he called Faustiniana?, in honour of 
Faustina; and Capitolinus says that Marcus Aurelius in- 
stituted new Faustinian girls in honour of his deceased wife^. 
Both these emperors, moreover, seem to have felt it their 
duty to provide for the instruction of the people, at least 
to a certain extent, for they paid handsome salaries to the 
rhetors and philosophers. 

All these arrangements are in evident harmony with the 
spirit of Christianity ; and some of them, such as the insti- 
tution of what we may call orphan asylums, have often been 
set down as the peculiar fruits of Christ^s religion. It seems 
absurd to attribute them to attempts to revive the old Roman 
spirit, or to revive and give lustre to the old Roman poly- 
theism®. There is, in the first place, no proof that any of 

* Gaii Inst. i. 53. ^ Epit. Dion Cass. L ixxi. c. 29. ^ c. 26. 

• Thiersch has done this in an interesting lecture called Politik und Phi- 
losophie, in ihrem Verhaltniss zur Keligion unter Trajanus, Hadrianus, und 
den beiden Antoninon. Marburg 1853- 
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the enij)erors attempted eilhor the one or the other ; and in the 
second j)laee, their mode of procc»dure would have been totally 
dillerent if these ha<l hei»n their aims. Moreover, we know 
that the emperors were partieularly tolerant of all national 
religions. Their earnest endeavours to ^ain the goodwill of 
the provincials made them h)ok on the religions of all nations 
with favour, and they allowed Rome to become the receptacle 
of all forms of worship. As philosophers, likewise, they could 
not prefer one system of gods to another. All that they 
demanded was, that there should l)0 some system ; believing, 
as they did, that a religion was the most powerful restraint 
j)ossible on the great masses of the uneducated people. If 
there was a religious system, it was a matter of no con- 
sequence to them whether it was Roman, Greek, or Persian; 
and as to one of them, Hadrian, we know that he had a 
greater liking for what he found abroad than for what he 
found at home. The explanation of the humanizing spirit 
that pervades many of the imperial regulations is to be sought 
in the circumstances of the case : the necessities of imperial 
government ; the moral feeling produced by the various phi- 
losophies, especially the Stoic; the unconscious influence of 
Christianity, and the general good character of the emperors. 
The persecutions, then, of the Christians were for a long 
time private and not public. They had their origin in the 
disturbances of the social system which the new religion was 
calculated to produce. At first, indeed, the Christians were 
confounded in many quarters with the Jews, and the hatred 
which that obstinate race brought upon themselves followed 
those who were supposed to belong to them. But this mis- 
take must have been soon dissipated. And by the time to 
which our present writers belong the Jews had come to be 
utterly despised as a headstrong, narrow-minded set of fanatics, 
who would fight to the death for the privilege of circumcising 
themselves. Before we can realize fully the causes which 
roused the great masses throughout the Boman empire, we 
must transport ourselves into the occurrences of daily life, 
and see how Christians frowned continually upon the habitual 
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acUoiia of polythoists. If there waa any interesting occasion 
on which friends assembled, Christianity interfered to prevent 
its adherent from being present, because some lieathen rite 
was to be performed. The Christian was absent when the 
assembled friends danced round the cradle of the infant and 
gave it its name. The Christian could not be present when 
the young Roman donned the manly robe and his friends 
offered sacrifices in his behalf. The Christian absented him- 
self from the marriage festivals of his most intimate friends 
and relatives, because the celebration took place at the altars 
of gods whom he looked on as demons. The Christian could 
not attend the banquets to which his heathen friends invited 
him, because libations were poured out to beings whom he 
deemed infamous. As he walked along the street he was 
□ever seen lifting his hand to his mouth as he passed the 
angust statues of the gods. He never found his way into 
a temple or a theatre. He refused to make idols, or the 
decorations of idols. He refused to swear by the emperor 
as by a god. He doubted the propriety of acting as a soldier 
in the army, or of taking upon him any public office. If 
he were a slave, there were thousands of services from the 
performance of which he shrank. And if he were the master 
of a house, his house was destitute of a lararinm, of household 
gods, of garlanded statues, and of every outward symbol of 
worship. In fact, a man by becoming a Christian proclaimed 
war against all tlie dearest and most hallowed practices of his 
neighbours, and the natural consequence was that Le was 
expelled from society, be became an outcast and a reproach, 
and he was regarded as having no claim upon the protection 
of those whose most cherished sentiments he had outraged, 
nor could he appeal to a law to which he could not duly 
swear obedience. The Christian's presence in a community 
was felt to be a cause, and a sufficient cause, to bring down 
the wrath of the gods. Accordingly the most violent out- 
bursts of persecution against the hated sect took place when 
some external calamity had drawn men's minds to the realiza- 
tion of a superior power which might be incensed against 
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tribes and nations. Whenever an earthquake occurred, tlie 
heathens believed that the gods were expressing their anger 
against the toleration of such men as the Christians. And 
the greater outbursts of heathen zeal which distinguished the 
reign of Marcus Aurelius are most likely to be attributed 
to the earthquakes and famines^, the pestilences, floods, and 
ravaging wars which mark that period. 

The hatred which was thus evoked by private circumstances 
against Christians grew in intensity as Christianity extended 
its power, and at length found reasons for itself in three great 
accusations with which Christians were everywhere assailed. 
The first of these made the other two possible ; in fact, made 
any accusation probable. It was that of atheism. The Chris- 
tians were not restrained by any fear of the gods. They were 
men who had shaken themselves loose from all religious re- 
straint whatsoever. It may seem strange that the Christians 
should at any time have been so far misunderstood as to be 
believed to be atheists. But if we for a moment remember 
how completely polytheists are bound by the material, how 
essential it is to them that the supernal powers be represented 
by material representations, we shall see how natural their 
mistake was. The Christians were never seen to bow before 
the image of a god. They had no priests. They brought no 
ofierings, and sacrificed no victims. They had no temples, no 
consecrated buildings of any kind. When they met it was 
in the open air or in common private houses. They had not 
the slightest vestige of a material image or symbol of the 
Divine Being. The inference to a heathen mind from this 
absolute negation of outward worship was inevitable, that the 
Christians had no gods, that they did not believe in divine 
beings or a superior power. As soon as the notion prevailed 
that Christians were atheists, any amount of persecution 
became justifiable in the eyes of a heathen. In all ages an 
atheist was a man on whom the populace had demanded the 
infliction of the heaviest penalties of the law. He was always 
looked on as by necessity a most vile and dangerous man. 

' Cap. Vit. M. Anton, cc. viii. xiii. xvii. xxi. 
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And BO firmly was this idea fixed in men's minds, that Justin 
allows that if Christians were proved to be atheists they 
would deserve the severest punishment. It is to this widely- 
prevalent belief in the atheism of the Christians to which vi% 
must attribute their treatment by the judges before whom 
they were "often di-a^ed. An atheist's word was worth 
Dotfaing. He might profess innocence, he might claim the 
rights of a citizen, he might beseech and implore j but what 
could all this avail, if no trust can be placed in his word, 
if he will not take the oath which guarantees his obedience 
to the law, and refuses to worship any god whatever? Hence 
it came to pass that no sooner had a Christian declared that 
he was such, than he was set down as a criminal. No special 
charge against him was required. He was known to be an 
atheist. He was recognised as an enemy to tlie human race, 
and the judge entertained no doubt that he must have com- 
mitted crimes which would deserve the extreme sentence of 
the law. 

Against this accusation of atheism the apologists of our 
era have to labour with all their power. Once overcome this 
fundamental obstacle to fair treatment and they know that 
the other accusations will vanish. And they struggle to 
show how false the prejudice is, and how real is their worship 
of the one living and true God, 

The belief that Christians were atheists prepared the minds 
of heathens for giving full credence to the other two charges 
which were laid against the whole sect. These two charges 
were unlimited licentiousness and the eating of human flesh. 
The Christians, it was supposed, must have some reason for 
combining and spreading their influence. What could this 
reason be ? It seemed absurd and fantastic to imagine that 
they had combined for any good purpose. Atheists could 
not have a good purpose; and so the heathen mind rushed 
to the conclusion that they were a society especially devoted 
to the indulgence of licentious habits. Many circumstances 
seemed to favour this notion. The only trace of a worship 
which they seemed to have was the worship of a man who 
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had died by the most ignominious of deaths, as a public 
criminal, in a land besotted with the most blind fanaticism. 
Then, were not the majority of Christians wretched, contem])- 
tible men, belonging to the lowest classes? And did they not 
admit the most abandoned criminals, the l)ascst scoundrels 
and prostitutes into their ranks? Even the very signs of 
brotherlv love were set down as borrowin<i:s from the brothel 
— the holy kiss, the endearing terms of ' brother^ and ^ sister/ 
And then what could bring a mixed congregation of men 
and women, free and bond, to assemble before dawn, if it 
were not wild licentious passion ? The meetings must be 
for indiscriminate intercourse, and stories were told how dogs 
were turned designedly into the place of meeting to overturn 
the candles and leave the assembly to their works of darkness. 
But the heathen mind would proceed to ask, how would 
villains who combined for such a detestable pur})ose cement 
their union ? Catiline we know made his companions drink 
human blood. The Christians, it was known, spoke also of 
drinking blood in one of their ceremonies. From this cir- 
cumstance arose the fiction that the Christians at their meet- 
ings slaughtered innocent babes and drank their blood w^iile 
it was yet warm ?. 

It seems marvellous how such stories could possibly arise, 
and still more marvellous tliat they should be set down as 
unquestionable facts by the greater portion of the civilized 
communities of the time. But our wonder will be moderated 
when we reflect that Christianity was an altogether strange 
and startling phenomenon, and that it attempted to awaken 
religious feeling by the destruction of all the cherished ideas 
with which religious feeling had in the heathen mind been 
connected. At the same time, too, it has to be remembered 
that all the Gnostic sects as well as the true Christians bore 
the name of Christian, and that many vile practices were 
established by those who professed to follow the teachings of 

8 See on all these accusations the Dissertation by G. G. S. Koepke, De 
Statu et Condicione Christianorum sub imperatoribus Romanis alterius post 
Christum seculi. Berolini 1828. 4to. 
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Christ;. So extraordinary however did the preposseBsions of 
the heathens against the Christians seem to the Apologists, 
that they accounted for them by supposing them the result 
of deep plota which the demons had contrived and had heen 
working out for long ages to prevent mankind from be- 
lieving the truths of Christianity. 

In repelling these accusations, the Apologists could merely 
assert that they were not true. They demanded of the 
emperors that the judges should determine each case on its 
own merit, and they showed how utterly opposed the practice 
of any kind of vice was to the pure maxims which they had 
received from their heavenly teacher. 

Though the apologies were thus primarily defences against 
false accusatioDfi, they could not fail to attempt something 
more. It was scarcely possible for a man who had become 
a Christian to vindicate hb character without defending the 
change which had taken place in him, and without contrasting 
his old &ith with his new. These apologies thus contain at 
once attacks on heathenism and expositions and defences of 
the Christian religion. 

The modem reader will find himself greatly disappointed 
at the mode in which the Apologists attack heathenism and 
defend Christianity. Their eyes seem shut to many aids 
which they might have found in heathenism. They are 
utterly unconscious of the beauty of the Greek mythology. 
They sometimes use the weakest arguments in defence of 
Christianity, and they show themselves defective in true his- 
torical criticism. There is, no doubt, much truth in the blame 
which has been attached to the Apologiste ; but the blame 
does not belong to the Apologists as not having done their 
best, but to them as not having lived in the nineteenth cen- 
tury. There is not a single glaring fault in their modes of 
thought which might not be paralleled in Plutarch or any 
of their earlier contemporaries. In fact, the same main faults 
pervade all the writings of that age to a degree which the 
difference of a belief in Christianity and in heathenism or 
philosophy, though it at first tends to conceal, only in the 
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cud makes the more striking. It is allowed, indeed, that the 
Apologists were not men ot* ^reat powers of mind ; but it 
seems doubtful if more learned, more thoughtful, more able 
men would have done anything else than elaborate and polish 
up the arguments which are now found in the Apologetic 
writings. 

In dealing with heathenism the Apologists had not to 
handle a iine series of poetic imaginings which were morally 
inoperative, but they had to struggle w^ith beliefs that were 
in their day working potently among large masses for great 
evil. They could not be expected to form a true theory of 
the Greek or Roman mythology. This is one of the tasks 
of the present day, not yet by any means fully accomplished. 
They listened simply to the stories of the gods that were 
related; they weighed their effect on the moral nature of 
man ; they saw their workings in the worship and life of 
heathens, and they held up the results to detestation. In 
doing this they did what almost all the wisest and best of the 
heathen philosophers had done already. In fact, the Greek 
mythology had outraged the feelings of the best of the Greeks, 
and it could not help doing so, for it was the creation of the 
Greek nation while yet in a comparatively barbarous and 
uneducated state. There may have been always a tradition 
of one god among the Greeks, but whether this was the case 
or not, the Greek mythology bears large traces of the activity 
of that early state of man^s mind when imagination is tyran- 
nical^. The Greeks then saw majestic serpents in the sky, 
conceived thunders and lightnings as the bellowings of mighty 
bulls and the flashing of golden swords, and pictured the rush 
of clouds, the fall of rain, and the various phenomena of the 
sky in endless living forms. It is not likely that in this 
stage of the Greek mind the gods were fixed. One grand 
appearance impressed the imagination one day and w^as wor- 
shipped, another succeeded and obliterated the recollection 
of the former. In those early days there seems no trace 

*» See Der Urspmng der Mythologie dargelegt an Griechischer iin<l Deutscher 
Sage von Dr. F. L. W. Schwartz. Berlin i860. 
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of a moral nature in the Greeks. Brothers and sisters &eely 
mix in sexual intercourse ; fathers kill sons, and sons dethrone 
fathers; lies and thefts pass as quite common occurrences. 
If the Greeks had believed these things to be wrong, would 
they at first have attributed them to the gods ? In fact, it 
required a long period before the moral sense was roused, and 
the Greek mind became aware that there were certain moral 
laws binding men to men. Even in Homer we find few, if 
any, traces of moral laws'. Yet before his time a vast change 
had come over the Greek mythology. It had passed from 
the onbridled efibrts of imagination to a regular explanation 
of results. It bad become crystallized to a certain extent 
in a mass of traditions instead of being the momentary ex- 
pression of the strongly-awakened feelings. Even then, how- 
ever, the gods were not moral beings. The Greek of Homer's 
time found his explanation of all events in the existence of 
gods. If he loved, it was Aphrodite that stirred him, whether 
the love were pure or impure. If he gained honour and 
dignity, they came ^m Zeus, whether the means he bad 
employed to gain them were honourable or dishonourable. 
And yet a discrepancy did begin to be felt in the human 
mind. Man began to feel that he himself was the cause o^ 
calamity sometimes and not the gods. And this disturbance 
makes itself perceptible on various occasions in the Homeric 
poems. Moreover, though it would be scarcely iair to say that 
the gods have an ethical character, yet there are attached to 
Jupiter fiinctions which are helpful to the maintenance of 
social life. He protects beggars and strangers, he loves the 
hospitable ; in fact, that which we can liken to morality 
shows itself in a knowledge of what is or is not beneficial 
to a man not merely as an individual but as a social being. 
The highest quality (a quality approaching to an ethical one) 

' I think that in Hamer there ig no coiucioDBiiees of right as suoh. After 
ezamining all the passages in which monl feelingB migM be eibibitod, (bis 
is the coQclosion (o which I have come : tlnm never means ' just' or ' righC 
and the man who is Bfiiaioj is such in oonseqnenca of Imowledge. See the 
passages quoted in Nigelsbach's HomeriBohe Theologie, second ed.p. 317, note- 
There is tlie same abeence of a moral sense in Hesiod. 

VOL. II. C 
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in a mail it> that he knows a ri^ht thing in its proper season^ 
and this peculiar quality is also in an eminent degree attri- 
buted to the gods, and attracts the love of Zeus in particular. 
It is from Zeus that proceed the special determinations of 
cases in which two courses seem open, a beneficial and a 
detrimental. From him come the themistesi. But at the 
same time it is Zeus that takes away from a man the intelli- 
gence which, if he retained it, would have prevented him 
from falling into the perpetration of what is detrimental 
The gods are superior to men, therefore, not in morality 
properly so called, but in knowledge — a knowledge which is 
not inconsistent, as far as Homer's mind sees, with lying and 
cunning. They also are superior in what we might call 
physical qualities. They live for ever, and eat ambrosia^ drink 
nectar, and far surpass men in might and strength. 

As the Greek mind advanced from perceptions of what in 
individual cases was advantageous to the individual as an 
individual and a social being, to general ideas in regard to the 
advantageous, the notions of the gods necessarily changed. 
And when the Greeks at length reached the power of forming 
abstract ideas, the gods were left without a function. The 
attention of Greek thinkers was called to this point by the 
speculations of philosophers, but most of all by the special 
exertions of Socrates. He stood at the middle point of a 
great era in Greek thought — ^the time when the Greeks had 
come to generalize and arrange their particular observations 
under general terms. Socrates saw that the Amction of the 
gods was stated more precisely by abstract terms ; that, to 
adduce an instance, it was more correct to call love the im- 
pelling principle in a man's mind than to speak of a goddess 
Aphrodite or a god Eros who drove the man into firenzy. 
He did not carry his work to its completion. Such a mighty 
change can take place only in the course of centuries^ and 
accordingly he spoke, or rather Plato spoke, of half-divine 
beings, demons as he called them, whose conduct was not 

J On the nature of these themistes there are some admirable remarks in 
Maine's Ancient Law, p. 4. 
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irreproachable as that of the gods. But he spent the most 
of his Kfe in examining the nature of the good, the just, the 
pious, and in urging men to form clear apprehensions of what 
was really meant by these words taken as abstract words; 
that is, as including a class of things or actions. From the 
time of Socrates an earnest belief in the gods of the Greek 
mythology became an impossibility to a philosophic mind. 
And no sect of philosophers did pretend to give credence to 
the popular tales. Some rejected the tales altogether as false, 
or true only of the haiiwv^s ; some, as Euhemerus, said that 
all the popular gods were originally men ; some made physical 
allegories out of the stories ; but none believed them, none 
defended them. And for a very obvious reason. The Greek 
mythology had been forming through the course of many 
ages, during which the Greek mind had been advancing from 
absolute ignorance of all moral distinctions to a consciousness 
of the moral laws which bind the intercourse of man with 
man. The traditions of the gods had taken their colour from 
the ages in which they were formed or recast j and now, when 
the mind no longer explained either the physical or spiritual 
phenomena by personal forces but by abstract terms, and 
therefore no longer added to mythology, the previous tradi- 
tions were felt to be at variance with the moral feelings that 
had been aroused. They were unworthy of the gods, and 
the more unworthy they were felt to be, the higher became the 
notion of the divine being or of the perfection of man. The im- 
piety of some of the traditions had been felt at an early stage 
by men who were not necessarily philosophers. Pindar has 
given expression to his dissatisfaction, ^schylus, though he 
could not and probably did not wish to venture to decry the 
popular faith, yet brings out the tyrannic character of Zeus 
so strongly in his Prometheus Vinctus, that, whatever vindi- 
cation of Zeus he may have given in the concluding play of 
the Trilogy, doubts must have arisen. His play of the Eu- 
menides has the same effect; for the contest of two higher 
powers, determined at last only by a casting vote, naturally 
awakens the mind to serious reflections. By the time at which 

c Q, 
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the plays of Euripides were placed on the stag« philosophy 
ha^l done it^* work, and he ix»uld s|>eak out his disapprobation of 
the [Kipular notii>ns in deeideil lantyuage. And this disregard 
of the prevalent stories e«>ntinued down to the time of oar 
A[Mjlo^ists, S4> that the work tliat lay before them in attacking 
the popular heathenism had, to a certain extent, been accom- 
plished by ante-Christian heathen writers. And many of the 
heathen writers who flourished in the first two centuries of the 
Christian era si)eak as strong'ly a^inst the licentious stories 
of the deities as any of the Christian writers. Seneca, Phny, 
Plutarch, and Apuleius may be mentioned as instances. In 
fact, almost the only wTiter of the period who seems to have 
unhesitating faith in the popular gods is Pausanias, who has, 
however, not the slightest claim to be looked on as a philo- 
BTipher in any sense of the term^. 

Not only had the philosophers abandoned the popular 
creed, but the poets had also given up all earnest faith in the 
common gods. And this is a verj- striking fact; for the poets 
were really the only teachers that heathenism had. Their 
priests, Lobeck' has proved, never taught morality, nor indeed 
had they any public function as teachers. And in the earliest 
days the poets were not merely the narrators of the traditions 
of the gods, but often they acted as the creators of these 
traditions. Mythology being the result and expression of 
man's thoughts and observations while his imagination is 
absolutely predominant, it is plain that the poets, as being 
able to give expression to their imaginations, would be the 
persons principally engaged in forming the popular traditions. 
So that the statement of Herodotus °», "that Homer and Hesiod 
formed the Greek mythology,^' though not true of them ab- 
solutely, yet is true of them in the main, as the representatives 
of poets. Philosophy produced a complete change, however, 

^ The opiniong of the variooB heathen writers mentioned here are given at 
length in Tzschimer's Fall des Heidenthoms, buch i. kap. L, and there is a 
clever sketch by M. Yiilemain prefixed to his Tableau de L'Eloquence Chr^- 
tienne an iv. Si^le of Polytheism in the First Century. 

» Aglaophamus, p. lo. ™ ii. 53. 
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on the poets, as it did on tdmost all cultivated men. And the 
consequence was, that most of the poets of the middle comedy 
held up the etories of the gods as ridiculous. These opinions 
passed to the B«mans. Ennius translated the work of En- 
hemerus, and maiutaiued his theory. Plautus ridicules the 
common storiw. Neither Virgil nor Horace helieved them. 

What then was it that the Apologistfi bad to oppose ? It 
was the popular belief. Though the stories about the gods 
had long been discredited by the intelhgent, yet the masses 
of the people still believed them. The legends were still 
powerful in forming the manners of the people. The pagan 
debauchee defended his conduct by the example of Jovej he 
got drunk in honour of Bacchus j he prayed to Venus for 
pOBsesBion of the person whom he loved, by foul or fair means. 
The rites were still observed. The ceremonies connected with 
the conc^ions and traditions of the gods were inwoven with 
everyday life. And occasionally there were solemn mysteries 
in which, by means of strange appearances, exquisite works 
of art, the power of hoar antiquity, and other such influences, 
the mind of the spectator was worked up to a deep feeling of 
the grandeur of the divine power and glory. The popular 
mind was indoctrinated into the absolute necessity of these 
rites. The stories were impressed on them by eveiy tie that 
association could create. And perhaps they were believed 
with all the greater force that there had been no exercise 
of the reason in ascertaining their truth, and that there was 
a secret occasional feeUng that if reason were to interfere 
the only result would be infinite doubt. Moreover, though 
the attacks of philosophers might weaken confidence in some 
tales, yet they could not and did not weaken to any great 
extent the tendency in unthinking minds to superstition, but 
merely gave it another direction. And the age of which we 
write was remarkable for the erratic forms of superstition 
which it displays. The Metamorphoses of Apuleius show how 
prevalent witchcraft was. Lucian's account of the prophet 
Alexander, an arrant knave who was adored by thousands, 
gives us a glimpse into the heathen longing for something 
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fiupematural. And though most of the oracles were nearly 
dumb^ some of them, such as those of Amphilochus and Tro- 
phonius, had a thriving trade. The prevalence of the Mithras- 
worship and the frequency of religious riots testify to the great 
power which paganism had over the minds of the masses. 

The Apologists, therefore, were under the strongest obliga- 
tions to set forth the degrading nature of the pagan g^ods 
and of the pagan worship. And they differed from most (A 
those who had already thrown discredit on the stories of the 
gods, in that they felt it to be a solemn duty to disabuse the 
popular mind. Plato had spoken earnestly against the pre- 
valent tales, and had expelled Homer from his republic because 
he gave currency to them. He had felt how impossible it 
was for the Greeks to worship the divine being worthily 
as long as these tales were believed. But the majority of 
philosophers did not deem it worth while to interfere with 
popular belief. They had no missionary zeal. They were 
content with stating their own opinions, but they had no wish 
to indoctrinate men who were not philosophers with dis- 
paraging ideas of their national reUgions. The Apologists 
are, therefore, far more earnest, far more vigorous, and £ev 
more thorough in their exposure of the licentiousness and 
immorality of the gods. They dwell more on details, and 
bring the matter more directly home to the hearts of men. 

They have frequently been blamed for not having entered 
with more sympathy into the heathen mythology; but the 
blame is, in all cases but that of Tatian, undeserved ; and some 
of them, as Justin, are remarkable for their extreme liberality. 
There was nothing in Greek mythology of a moral nature 
with which they could sympathize. They could not be ex- 
pected at that time to look upon the mythology as a phase 
of the human mind, a stage of its progress from expressiim 
by figurative language into expression by abstract ideas. 
They were open to the adoption of theories which were pos- 
sible in their day, and the theory which they did adopt was 
that most favourable to man. There were, as I have said^ 
three great theories as to the nature of the Greek mythology 
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prevalent among philosophers. One of these was, that the 
myths were allegories of physical phenomena. The Apolo- 
gists imhesitatingly rejected this explanation, and deemed 
the Stoics imfair in maintaining that they were thus able 
to reconcile their philosophic ideas with reverence for the 
popular gods. The second was that of Euhemerus, that all 
the popular gods were originally men. The Apologists adopt 
this theory only to a certain extent, drawing indeed many 
illustrations of the mortal nature of the gt>ds &om the work 
of the Epicurean, but at the same time showing that they 
were conscious that the theory did not cover all the 'facts. 
The third theory was the one which had been adopted by 
many of the most &mous philosophers in all schools, and 
which is expounded fiilly by Plutarch in several of his trea- 
tises. It maintained that there were beings intermediate 
between the gods and men, a kind of mediators between the 
divine and the human. These were called baCfwv^s or baiiJLovia. 
Their actions were not perfectly holy, as those of the gods. 
They shared the frailties of man ; and the mythological 
stories were real facts in the histories of these demones. 
Plutarch n attributes this opinion to Pythagoras, Xenocrates, 
and Chrysippus, as well as to Plato, who has left a clear 
exposition of his sentiments on the subject in the Sympo- 
sium<>. The Apolog^ts adopted this theory, adding to it 
the notion that the demones were the evil angels who had 
been begotten firom the intercourse of the sons of God with 
the daughters of men mentioned in the sixth chapter of 
Genesis. They believed that these demons were real beings, 
anxiously labouring to enslave men for their own vile purposes ; 
and they thus represented polytheism as a fearftd delusion 
contrived by cunning beings superior in knowledge to man, 
by which the happiness of the race was marred and destroyed. 
They could, therefore, have no sympathy with polytheism, 
since it was the direct offspring of evil agents, but they had 
much sympathy with those who had been ensnared by it, 
and who were continually led astray by demonic agency. 

n Ids and Osir. c. 25 ; 360 Xyl. ^ c. xxiii. p. ao2 £. 
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A: rh- *air- tirsr. n>-«js: *.{ the Apc4oigi«t« show a vei^ 
dr^TTv r. Tvr^ 'jTi:.^ AH j^gT^^^nxDt OD the pflJt of heatha 
p^tr A£.d |-hf.fa- ]her« «~::h tbrir own beliels. Throagboiil 
th? vhle of Grv^-k l.Tent^ire, from xht eariiesst tunes, the 
cultivated mii^is ftn^rj'.e t« ■ n?tjin 6«sli mud ancontamiiiated 
thr id^a •-•f ox>e «::pr>rme &:^1. «'kne mler of gods and meHi 
far cnqosfeEin^ all in the hi^««t elementa of chjumcter. Tius 
stn::r?'C' «c-ttled d "wn into an eameet conviction in the ooune 
of time, and m•.<^t of the Vie»t mind$ after the davs of SooateB 

m 

rKv-^rp^ised a divine Win^r supen^minentlv good and greit 
The Af-'lr-^ist* addut^r nianT prv»>fe of this fi«t. Their proofr 
n^jw, however, strike iw as singnlarly defective. Hiey had 
the whole of the Grvek literature before them, and coDse- 
quently a much wider ran^ to draw from than we have; 
and vt't they omit many passages which present themaelYeB 
to us as striking and o»nolusive, while they appeal to many 
which are either f .»rgeries or were misunderstood by them'. 
They appeal to the writings of poets and philoaopheia in 
regard to other doctrines l»esides that of the unity of God. 
Their uncritical modes of interpretation betray themsdves 
strongly in these appeals ; and their explanation of the 
agreement is equally unsatisfactory. They suppose that the 
knowledge of these truths came to the poets and philosophers^ 
not from investigation^ but from reading the books of Moses. 
The Apologists attacked polytheism, not because they found 
it supported by strong arguments or by arguments at all, 
but because it was powerful among the masses for evil. That 
which entered into a rational conflict with Christianity on 
the side of heathenism was philosophy. This conflict, how- 
ever, had not as yet found expressions for itself in words, 
nor did either party know exactly in what relation it stood 
to the other. In the next century we shall have to deal with 
it definitely when we treat of the Alexandrian school. In 
the age which we now discuss philosophy and Christianity 
stand opposed to each other as rival methods of doing the 

9 Mont rif them are given by Cudworth, Intellectual System, Hanison's 
edition, vol. i. p. 691. 
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same thing. Pliilosoplij sought to save the soul of man, 
BO did Christiaiiity. In this aim the philosophy of the ancient 
'world differed much ^m that of modem times. Aristotle, 
indeed, regarded philosophy as the parsnit of truth simply 
for the sake of the knowledge. But other philosophers looked 
on the simple knowled^ as a means to the attainment of the 
best mode of living. They sought to solve the problem of 
the destiny of man, and to carry him ap to perfection. And 
this is the peculiarity and distinction of all the ancient philo- 
sophies that attained renown, that it was through knowledge, 
through an acquaintance with the laws of man's nature that 
they sought to purify his life, and to enable him to attun 
the end of his being. It was through his intellect that his 
heart and will were to he directed aright. Philosophers could 
not conceive of any other method, and they therefore looked 
on Christianity as utteriy foolish. Christians, on the other 
hand, asserted that men were saved by Christ's power, and 
that therefore their mode of piety was itself the only true phi- 
losophy. The method might seem absurd, but there could be 
nodonbtof the reality of the effects produced by it, and on that 
account it laid claim to be reckoned the genuine philosophy. 

The contest that thus arose was, as has been said already, 
not well defined. The Christian Apologists did not exactly 
perceive wherein the main dispute lay, nor did they answer 
the objections which philosophers would have made in any- 
thing like a satisfactory manner. But they saw clearly this 
much, that philosophy failed to save men, not because it 
was absolutely wrong in itself, but because it was defective. 
Many philosophers bad somewhat of the logos or reason in 
them to direct their condnot, and therefore to this extent they 
were real Christians themselves. But Christians alone had 
the privilege of knowing and having the Logos perfectly and 
living with Him ; and therefore it seemed to them absurd and 
irration^, now that the Logos had appeared in human form, to 
prefer the dim and uncertain leading of philosophy to the 
certain and sure guidance of incarnated Reason. Even be- 
tween the ancient prophets and the Greek philosophers they 
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drew a mighty distinction. The prophets spoke as they were 
moved by God ; their utterances were authoritative ; they 
spoke without attempting to demonstrate; their assertions 
were superior in credibility to any philosophic deliverance^ 
because the fulfilment of their predictions was guarantee 
that they spoke with the authority of God. And their 
writings had this immeasurable advantage over the works 
of philosophers^ that no contradictions made their appearance 
in them. Though written at various periods, and by men of 
various temperaments, they held one uniform language in 
regard to God and his dealings with man, in regard to the 
creation, the government of the world, and a Aiture state. 
The productions of philosophers betray a totally dilBTerent 
phenomenon. One philosopher destroys what another has 
built up ; one doubts where the other believes ; one school is 
set up as antagonist to another. There is no certainty. 
There are the most manifest inconsistencies and oppositions. 
How could any human being put his trust in philosophy 
when its light was so flickering, and the paths it pointed 
out led in so many different directions ? This is the great 
argument of the Apologists against confidence in philosophy 
as a director of man towards salvation. 

The position of the Apologists was therefore not that of 
direct opposition to all the claims of philosophy, but to that 
special claim which set it up as a rival to Christianity in its 
power of re-modelling man^s life. With some of the philoso- 
phic schools the Christians had strong sympathies, and even 
when they found themselves compelled to maintain a decided 
warfare against the chief doctrines of others, they were ready 
to bring forward any doctrines with which they agreed. 

The philosophie teaching with which they felt most sjrm- 
pdthy was that of Socrates and Plato. It was not because 
Plato^s metaphysical system pleased them ; on the contrary, 
they did not as a rule believe in the natural immortality 
of soul, and they say little or nothing of his doctrine of 
ideas, Athenagoras excepted. But the morality of Socrates 
was healthy and sound. The earnestness wiHi which he 
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turned man's attention to himself and his own state was in 
harmony with the Christian feeling ; and his noble^ unselfish 
conduct excited their warmest admiration. Plato's doctrine of 
God as the good was felt to be an approach to Christianity. 
His frequent affirmation that the soul could be injured only by 
its own evil-doing harmonized with the Christian teaching in 
regard to life. Many of his statements in regard to the 
creation of the world struck them as similar to the accounts 
of Moses ; and his doctrine of a future state of rewards and 
punishments differed from the Christian mainly in that he 
did not set down Christ as the judge. It was^ however, 
especially in the peculiar way in which he defined the aim of 
phaosophy that Platonism resembled Christianity. With him 
the business of philosophy was to make man like God, to bring 
him into greater resemblance to Grod. Besides these express doc- 
trines there were many beautiftil passages in his writings which 
gave utterance to longings and desires akin to those awakened 
by Christianity^ and in some instances his descriptions seemed 
almost prophetic, as when he pictures the just man impaled and 
dying a death of ignominy, yet blessed in his lonely holiness. 

Plato had no real successor. It is scarcely fair to say that 
he had even a fiilly developed system; and consequently none 
of those who regarded themselves as his followers obtain 
much attention from the Apologists. The Academics in their 
attempt to carry out Plato's dialectics came to the natural 
conclusion that they could not reach absolute certainty; in 
other words, that salvation through intellect was not possible 
for them. The value of this conclusion, however, the Apolo- 
gists did not see. Nor did they occupy their minds at all 
with Aristotle and his followers. Aristotle himself had not 
devoted much of his energy to the investigation, or at least 
exposition, of theology ; and his followers, the Peripatetics, 
had been far from distinguishing themselves by religious 
earnestness. In these early Christian apologies, therefore, 
the influence of Aristotle is almost unknown. 

The philosophies prevalent in the days of the Apologpists 
which exerted most power were the Stoic and the Epicurean. 
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The Epicurean philosophy was purely materialistic. But 
it was not its materialism that brought it into collision witli 
Christianity, but its restriction of enjoyment to material 
pleasures and of man^s aspirations to the present life only. 
Whatever, also, may have been the character of Epicurus, and 
however pure his philosophy in its aim and form may have 
been, as propounded and held by himself, there is no doubt 
that a very general motive for its adoption was the supposed 
licence it gave to the indulgence of human passions and 
desires. At the time of the Apologists Epicureanism pre* 
sented itself as defiant of all religious principles, and a pan- 
der to every form of vice. And, consequently, the Christian 
writers condemn it almost without argument. They reckon 
Epicurus among the corrupters of mankind, and they stig- 
matize him and his philosophy in the strongest terms. 

Stoicism had, on the other hand, many things to recom- 
mend it to Christians j and the Christian Apologists do not 
hesitate to praise some of the Stoics in the highest terms. 
But the living principle of Stoicism was in deadly opposition 
to the Christian faith ; and the more earnest and exalted 
Stoicism was, the more profound was the feeling of the Apo- 
logists that its fundamental principles ought to be overthrown. 
Stoicism was not altogether materialistic. Plato had explained 
the perceptibility of the material world by stating that all 
material things partook of ideas ; that there was, as it were, 
a mixture of matter and the immaterial in every external 
thing, and that the matter became intelligible through the 
immaterial that resided in it. With Plato the immaterial was 
separable from the matter; and Plato had consequently to 
deal with a principle which was anterior to the present 
material universe, and diflferent from it. The Stoics saw this 
diflSculty, and solved the problem by supposing that matter 
and soul or reason were essentially distinct ; but, as they are 
never found apart in this world, so they concluded that they 
never could exist apart : that the material and the inmiaterial 
were always more or less worked up together \ The imma- 

q See Zeller, Die Philosophie der Griechen, Dritter TheU. Erete HiUfte, 
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terial, or reason and mind^ or by whatever other name it might 
be called, they asserted to be God. But by this very assertion 
they deprived God of a separate existence. Their language, 
moreover, is not fixed ; for, as the spiritual always is combined 
with the material, they applied the term ^ god ' to the whole 
material universe. But whichever use of the word was 
adopted, the god of the Stoics was not a personal god. Not 
that the Stoics did not sometimes conceive of the Logos or 
Nous personally ; but, when they did so, they did it out of 
the irresistible impulse of the age to conceive principles 
personally. Systematically they looked on the divine being 
as an all-pervasive principle, as active everywhere ; in stones, 
in rivers, in brutes, in man. The Deity, therefore, had merely 
an eternal activity, not a will. He could not interfere for 
the salvation of man. He did not, and could not love. It 
was not a person at aU, but a principle which acted. It 
acted indeed with benevolence, its arrangements were good ; 
but it had no personal interest in any one being or thing. 
It was this impersonal character of the Stoic divinity which 
closed up the Stoic heart against Christianity. The Stoic had 
no belief in a god of the heart, if I may so speak : he 
believed only in a god of the head. He did not wish to 
be saved by faith and love : he wished to reach perfection 
through a knowledge of the laws of the universe, and by 
stem obedience to them. Moreover, he had within himself 
somewhat of the divine principle ; and it was his business 
to act the god. Some things were in his power, some were 
not. Those which were not, were ordered well by the 
pervading spirit of the universe. He had to receive them 
thankfully. The conquest of those which were in his power 
he owed to himself. If he mastered them, he actually became 
a god; he was admitted into the number of the celestial 
beings : he was not inferior to Jove himself. Stoicism thus 

p. 70, notes. There is no satisfiftotory account of the Stoic philosophy either 
in Grerman or English^ as &r as I know. The student must search for the 
truth in the monog^phs, especially of the Dutch school, on the indiyi<\ual 
Stoics. Zeller*s account is by far the best, Grant*s in the Oxford Essays 
is based on it. 
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roused all the powers of a man both to act and endure ; but^ at 
the same time^ it cut off all sense of dependence on superior 
beings. Hence the antipathy of Christianity to Stoicism. 
Yet Stoicism had many points in common with Christianity; 
so many points, indeed, that, as we shall find^ Stoicism 
insensibly forced many of its modes of looking at things 
into the minds of the Christian Apologists. It spoke of 
the providence of God. It spoke of the burning up of tiie 
world ; though all Stoics did not agree in this doctrine. It 
held out the hand of brotherhood to all who accepted its 
dogmas, of whatever nation or grade they might be. Its 
morality especially was noble. It proclaimed the virtuous 
man a king; it made virtue the one essential things; and 
in some of its doctrines it approximated to a school of 
theology which afterwards arose in the Christian Church; 
it insisted on the necessity of conversion, if we may use tiie 
Christian term ; it maintained that there were no great or 
small sins, but that all were equally bad ; it maintained that 
if a man be once converted he will never turn again to evil 
courses ; and it assigned to the true Stoics a place in heaven 
after their death, though with them this meant nothing more 
than absorption into the divine being. 

In the Apologists there is no elaborate attempt to refiite 
the teachings of the Stoics ; but there are continual references 
to them, principally in the shape of statements that what the 
Stoics believed to take place through natural law they beUeved 
to happen in consequence of the will of God. 

As yet Neo-Platonism had not made its appearance; nor 
can we distinctly trace in the Apologists any acquaintance 
with the writings of such men as Plutarch. As we have 
noticed already, the Christian theory of demonic agency in 
the heathen divinities has its counterpart in that writer ; but 
the Christian writers evidently did not borrow the theory from 
Plutarch : it came down from a much earUer period. Athena- 
goras, too, was a Platonist ; but his philosophy was taken 
directly from Plato, and indicates no tendency to Neo- 
Platonism. 
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Taking, then, a general survey of the aggressive position of 
the Apologists of this age, we remark that their work was 
far from complete, that their attacks on the popular mytho- 
logy were only a more earnest repetition of opinions which 
the wisest and best of the heathens had uttered, and that 
their exposition of what was compatible with Christianity in 
the various philosophies, and what was erroneous in them, is 
extremely defective. But it cannot be too frequently repeated 
that the Christian Apologists did not directly aim at over- 
throwing philosophy, and that even if they had, they could 
not have done this part of their work satis£Eictorily until 
philosophy had expressed itself in regard to Christianity, and 
the points of agreement and disagreement had been brought 
more fully to light by frequent and deliberate discussion. 

The Christian Apologists cannot be said to be more suc- 
cessftd in their statement of the evidences of Christianity, 
and for very much the same reasons \ namely, that their main 
aim wafi not to defend Christianity, and that their faculties 
were not stirred to the utmost by acute observations of 
powerful opponents. In attempting to measure their merits 
in the defence of Christianity, it has also to be remembered 
that they believed the doctrines of Christianity to be fully 
and entirely revealed in the Old Testament. Christ came 
to teach them these doctrines, to explain them, to imprint 
them on the heart, and to remodel the life. But he taught 
nothing new. Such an assertion as this does not occur in 
actual words, but it is implied in the whole course of their 
reasonings. And hence the main argument on which they 
laid stress. This argument was that derived from prophecy. 
The power of prediction belongs to God alone. Demons and 
other agencies might work miracles, or at least work apparent 
miracles, but a prediction can come from God alone. Now 
the Old Testament is full of predictions which have been 
fulfilled; it contains predictions which are now fulfilling, 
and, consequently, the Old Testament was written by men 
who were inspired by God. This is the certain and irre- 
fragable argument of the Apologists. Their defective treat- 
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ment of the whole question we shall have to discuss more 
minutely when we examine it as given by Justin. 

On account of a belief in apparent and false miracles^ the 
Apologists of the second century did not bring the argument 
from miracles prominently forward. Nor did they make the 
slightest attempt to define it philosophically^ and to fence 
it against possible objections. 

They did not bring forward the argument from the g^reat 
change effected in the conduct of men by Christ's doctrines 
in a formal systematic manner to any great extent. But it 
comes up continually in the necessary contrast between the 
results of heathenism and Christianity^ and between the 
words and arguments of sophists and the deeds of Christians. 

The Apologists also appeal to the teaching of Christy as 
if it contained evidence in itself that it was true. But the 
appeals made to the history and character of Christ by way 
of evidence derive their force from their being fulfilments 
of prophecies delivered by the writers of the Old Testament. 
Stilly both the exhibition of the character and teaching of 
Christy and of the character and beliefs of the Christians^ 
must have had a powerful effect on some heathen readers^ 
whatever may have been the reasons which the Apologists 
had for making it; and perhaps all the more powerftil be- 
cause there was no direct argument based on it. Yet it may 
be doubted whether the Apologies would do much towards 
bringing men to Christ. During the age of the Apologists 
Christianity made great progress. The language in which 
some of them speak of its spread will be quoted hereafter. 
No land^ according to them, was without its Christians'. And 
during this period the Christians seem to have abstained from 
large public meetings. They had no churches, they had no 
regular preachers, they were not wealthy, they were not very 
learned, they were not powerful. How did they succeed in 
leading such vast multitudes to adopt the same mode of life 
as their own ? Are we not bound to accept the Christian 

' See Graul's smnmaTj of the various references to the spread of the Grospel 
in this age, p. 15 ; and Pressens^, vol. i. of Second Series, p. 27. 
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explanation of this most extraordinary phenomenon^ that God 
was exercising his power to save men through Christ ? And 
the agency which God employed in acting on men was the 
earnest personal influence of the Christians^ whose lives were 
shaped after God's laws^ who were ready to die for the sake 
of Christ, or to wander away from their homes among savage 
tribes, to tell them about the good news that had come to 
men, trusting to God for food and clothing. Of these noble 
men the literature of the Christians says almost nothing. 
A vast and mighty change took place on the earth during 
these years ; but almost all that remains to testify of the 
agency are a few works written to deprecate injustice. These 
works bear testimony that it was the deeds of the Christians 
that attracted some of the cultivated men to Christianity. 
The patience of Christians under suffering, and the great 
simplicity of the Old Testament, are oftener than once referred 
to as leading the mind of the writer to the new course of 
life*. 

The early Christian writers had other contests besides those 
with heathenism and philosophy. Many of them felt a deep 
interest in the Jews, and were eager to prove to them that 
Jesus was indeed the Christ. The productions which the 
Christians composed for this object are, unfortunately, all 
lost except the Dialogue with Trypho by Justin. This is 
much to be deplored, because, however valueless the works 
might have been in regard to argument, they would have 
brought out distinctly the effect which Jewish opposition 
had in influencing the Christian mind. From the work of 
Justin we see that, as in the time of Paul so in his time, the 
great obstacle which kept the Jews back from Christ was the 
total abolition of the Jewish ceremonial in the Christian reli- 
gion. To obviate this difficulty, Justin has to show that all 
ceremonial is in itself of no importance, that God judges only 
according to the conduct and the character of the man. In 
justification of this proposition Justin appeals to the pro- 
phets, who, he maintains, continually speak of a spiritual 

• ?eeGraul, p. 51. 
VOL. II. D 
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circumcision, of a spiritual sabbath, of spiritual offerings and 
sacrifices. IIo also maintains that the law was laid on the 
Jews on account of the hardness of their hearts, and he there- 
fore deems it utterly absurd that it should be supposed that 
Christians should have to submit to it. I need not enter 
more fully into his mode of arf^'ument ; but I simply remark 
here that, as lon<>f as this contest with the Jews was pro- 
minently before the Christian mind, and carried on as Justin 
carries it on, there could not be any efficacy assigned to the 
mere observance of baptism or the eucharist. Christians 
could not well suppose that circumcision was replaced by 
baptism, or that the Sunday was to be kept sacred instead 
of the Saturday, for they affirmed that circumcision was a 
mark set by God on the Jews for their destruction ; and that 
the observance of the Sabbath was laid on the Jews because 
of extraordinary wickedness. 

Besides having to show the vanity of ceremonial, the 
Christian writers had to prove that Jesus was the Christ. 
In attempting this proof the Christians were led to peculiar 
results. They had to base their arguments on the Old Tes- 
tament. They had to appeal to many passages, the inter- 
pretation of which was disputed, and accordingly they had 
to expound fully the Christian method of interpretation. 
This intei'pretation was based on the idea of Christ as the 
Logos. Christ was the manifestation of God. It was Christ, 
therefore, who appeared on the numerous occasions on which 
God is said to have appeared. The invisible God could not 
himself become visible and perceptible to men, but his Logos 
or Son could and did become visible. And hence the Chris- 
tian writers applied numerous passages in which God is 
spoken of as Christ. In this way the doctrine of the divinity 
of Christ became familiar to the Christian mind, and the 
Christians welcomed that doctrine all the more readily, that 
it seemed the only possible explanation of many mysterious 
passages in the Old Testament. We draw attention to this 
point now, simply to notice the effect which the contest 
with the Jews would have on Christian opinion. The Jews 
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maintained that the Meseiah was a mau, bom of men. The 
Christians perceived that such an opiniun left large portions 
of the Old Testament unexplained and unevangelical. 

The Christians had also to do battle against heresies. 
Here, again, we have to deplore the loss of many valuable 
treatises. For it would have been of immense consequence 
to know what the writers contemporary with the founders of 
the heresies thought of them. We should not have expected 
a fully-developed philosophical refutation of their opinions, but 
we should certainly have found a good deal of plain common 
sense and sound Christian feehng. From the few remarks 
which Justin makes on the leaders of heresies, we should 
also he inclined to think that he would have been houest and 
trustworthy in his statements with regard to their character. 
And these would have been of immense use in determining 
the position of the heretics in the development of truth. 
The heresies arose within the Church, and most of the founders 
continued in fellowship with the Church for a considerable 
time. They, no doubt, had been attracted to Christianity by 
its practical goodness ; but, in the course of time, had become 
discontented with the simply practical character of the reli- 
gion. They wished to advance farther. They wished to 
place Christ somewhere in a system of the universe; and 
after much speculation, they at last generally ended in re- 
garding their speculations as more essential to salvation than 
their practice. They wished to be saved by knowledge, not 
by faith. Their hold on Christian sympathies was loosened. 
They looked down on their weaker practical brethren ; and 
frequently they left the Church altogether to set up a school 
of the more enlightened. The speculations of these Gnostics, 
as they were called, are extremely interesting, as they are 
the result of the passage of the Eastern mind from a Semitic 
mode of thought into an Indo-European. The Semitic miud 
firmly adheres to the idea of one God. It looks on nature 
as his work. Accordingly, it personifies but does not hypos- 
tatize. The Indo-European in its early stages, on the other 
hand, throws life into everything. Now the Gnostics were 
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almost all orientals. They came in contact with Christianity 
and philosophy nearly at the same time. They became tired 
of the principle of Christianity, mere practical faith in an 
unexplained Son of God, and they passed on to the principle 
of philosophy, salvation by knowledge. But their mode of 
philosophizing is new. Their ideas are philosophic, but their 
mode of conceiving them and expressing them is mythological. 
They speak of their notions as existences, and their doctrines 
assume the form of history or of legend. It was, therefore, 
extremely difficult for the early Christian writers to get at 
the bottom of these speculations ; but they knew that most 
of them were carried on in defiance of many of the Christian 
practical beliefs. The knowledge of the Gnostics must pene- 
trate into the mysteries ; therefore Christ was not what most 
plain Christians would take Him to be. There was much that 
was delusive in his appearances. It was not sufficient to state 
what Christ's work was, but the mode in which his work 
was to be accomplished, and how He came to accomplish it 
must be explained. And, in the course of these explanations, 
Christ's real work often vanishes entirely; his precepts are 
explained in a non-natural sense, and the common morality 
is undermined. All that the Christians could reply to these 
explanations and new theories of morals was, that they had 
not been so taught by Christ and his apostles. The answer 
which the Gnostics made to such an assertion is curious and 
important. They asserted that they based their opinions on 
the writings of the apostles of Christ. They appealed con- 
tinually to one or other of the books of the New Testament. 
Most of them could not appeal to the Old Testament, because 
they rejected it as the work of an inferior god. But there 
was nothing to hinder them from founding the true revelation 
on the writings of some one or other of the apostles of Christ. 
Accordingly, the Gnostics are before the Christians in appeal- 
ing to the books of the New Testament as authorities. They 
are the first who employ the New Testament in the same 
way as the early Christians use the Old. And far more evi- 
dence of the existence of the books of the New Testament 
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is to be got from the fragments of these heretical writers, 
few though they be, than from all the Christian writings 
of the Apologetic age'. The reply which the ChriBtian 
writers made to these appeals we sliall have to discuss in a 
subsequent chapter. It was in the main this : Yonr inter- 
pretation of the writing of the apostles is wrong. We have 
among us those who heard the apostles when alive. We 
have disciples of their disciples. And they never heard the 
apostles say such things as yon affirm they said. They could 
ask the apostles what they meant. They could not be in 
a mistake; but you, misled by your speculative zeal, twist 
the written words, which can no longer reply, into meanings 
abhorrent to the minds of the apostles. 

The Gnostics, then, were the founders of speculative theo- 
logy; and hence they have sometimes been called the Protestants 
of the early Church — very falsely, as I think. For, so far 
from asserting the liberty of thought, each man seems to have 
claimed for himself the sole possession of the truth, and to 
have condemned all others. There is no proof that Christians 
objected to any amount of speculative theology ; but they felt, 
and felt rightly, that if speculation attempted to overturn the 
main facts of Christianity, and to give new moral laws to 
men, and if the speculators refused in consequence obedience 
to Christ and fellowship with his simple-minded followers, the 
speculators were no longer Christians. So wide, indeed, of 
Christianity were the speculations of the Gnostics, that their 
systems have now become very unintelligible. And their 
systems never found their way into the Christian Church; 
but they were nevertheless precursors of many tendencies and 
opinions which made their appearance afterwards, when the 
Christian Church itself laboured at a systematic explanation 
of the fundamental facts and laws of Christianity. The 
Gnostics, even in the age of the Apologists, must have exer- 
cised a powerful influence on the Christians ; for the tendency 
of the human mind is not to rest satisfied with simple faith, 
but to seek explanations. And the Gnostics preceded the 
' Seo WeelcoU's Eection on this subject in hie Hiitoiy of the Cnnoii. 
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Christians in the one speculative attempt which characterizcb" 
the Apologetic age — the explanation of the person of Christ. 

We pass now from the external relations of the Church 
to a short review of what took place within it. It has ever 
to be remembered that here our means of information are 
scanty. Only a few fragments remain to us of the works 
to which the internal necessities of the Church gave rise. 
And it could not be expected that the Apologies would give 
complete and satisfactory accounts of the difficulties which 
Christians felt in the apprehension of the mysteries of Chris- 
tianity, or in the management of their associations. The 
insufficiency of these documents, however, to satisfy us with 
regard to the doctrines of the Apologists has often been 
pressed too far. The Apologists did not shrink from a full 
exposition of their faith. There is not the slightest proof 
that any of them deemed it a matter of duty to hold back 
from the heathen either an explanation of a doctrine, or 
information with regard to a practice. Justin Martyr lays 
before the emperors his opinions with regard to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and he gives a detailed account of 
the proceedings of Christians on the Sunday, narrating among 
other things the administration of baptism and of the eucha- 
rist. Moreover, the Apologists would be led by a regard to 
the welfare of pagans to give a fair account of Christ's 
teaching and doctrines, though they would naturally discuss 
only those doctrines which were directly opposed to the 
prevalent belief among the heathen. Hence the Apologetic 
treatises are occupied largely in urging the unity of the 
divine being, in opposition to polytheism. They bring 
prominently forward the doctrine of creation, and God as 
the almighty creator ; and they labour hard to reply to the 
heathen objections against the doctrine of the resurrection, 
and write special treatises on the subject. For the same 
reason also the Apologists of this age insist on the freedom 
of man's will very strongly. They had to resist the fatalism 
of the Stoics ; they had to deal with the apathy of the 
Epicureans. And therefore they bring out fully man's 
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power to judge and act for himself. In consequence of 
this they have been blamed as Pelagianizing. But the 
blame is totally misplaced. The Apologists do not speak 
of the doctrine of original sin, and they speak sometimes 
in language apparently opposed to it, because as yet the 
Church' had no theory on the matter. Circumstances had 
not yet arisen to call the attention of Christians to the 
explanation of the universal depravity of man. The Apolo- 
gists contented themselves with aflSrming that man was 
absolutely free, but that, on the other hand, the training 
of men was such as to make them vicious. Whether they 
would have adopted the doctrine of original sin, if it had 
been presented to them as it was held in the time of Augus- 
tine, is a problem that cannot and need not be solved. All 
that has now to be remarked is, that they did not give 
their attention to the matter, and did not even discover the 
terms on which the question was to be settled. The same 
observation has to be made in regard to many other doc- 
trines, such as those relating to the death of Christ. The 
Apologetic writings contain no theory on this subject. There 
is no indication that they supposed that Christ saved simply 
by example, no indication that they looked on his death 
as a satisfaction to God as moral governor for sin. There 
is one step, however, which deserves to be noted. Justin and 
some others regularly mention, in describing the future 
state, the salvation of men as being a salvation not merely 
from sin but a deliverance from pain. The idea of personal 
happiness becomes more prominent in some of these writings 
than it is in the earlier. The idea, indeed, of personal 
holiness is still uppermost, but it is conjoined with that 
of personal happiness; and thus the way was opened up 
for the two questions, — how, on the one hand, Christ's life 
and death wrought holiness ; and, on the other hand, how 
his life and death procured happiness. Attempted solutions 
of the first question will appear in the next age. The 
Church had to go through many phases of feeling and 
life before it was led to attempt a full solution of the 
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lust. The name generality pervades their treatment of 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. They mention the Spirit 
in conjunction with the Father and Son as being third 
in rank. But they seem scarcely to know what to make 
of the Spirit. Theophilus^ and even Justin^ speak as if they 
confounded Him with the Logos. They all recognise his 
personality in one set of passages and in express assertions^ 
and in another they make Him belong to the Father and 
to the Son, very much as if He were an attribute. They 
never speak of Him as Ood, nor as possessed of the divine 
nature; and Justin asserts that Ood gives his glory only 
to his Son, as if the Spirit were not in existence^ or could 
not and did not receive God's glory. They do not discuss 
the mode of his existence at all. 

The doctrin e which the Apologists discuss fully is tha t 
of the Lofiros. and the relation of the Son t o the Father. The 
writers of the synoptical gospels and the apostolic letters 
speak of Jesus as the Son of God. They do not go fiurther 
into the nature of Christ. So do the apostolical fathers. 
They feel content with the assertion that He was in a peculiar 
sense the Son of God, the bearer of the Divine message to 
men, the revelation of the Divine Being to men. They make 
various assertions with regard to Him: such as that all power 
was given Him in heaven and earth ; that to Him every 
knee should bow ; that through Him the world was created; 
that He was the firstborn of all creation; and that the Father 
had given up all things into his hands. But in none of 
them occur express and unmistakeable assertions of the 
divinity of Christ. The first verse of the gospel of John 
is the first statement which we have in regard to this subject. 
This statement, however, is so difficult to understand that 
there seems to me no possibility of ever attaining certainty as 
to its real meaning. An exact translation of it into English, 
so as to represent the difficulties which it suggests, is impossible. 
This arises mainly from the two words in it: Koyo^, word, and 
0c(Js, God. The word \6yos signifies either the expression of 
an idea, word, or it may mean reason, the originator of ideas. 
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or it may mean the combination of idea and expression, for 
which in Enghsh there is now no term, though once the term 
'diaeoarse' conveyed the meaning. Now, in which sense does 
John use the term ; or does he use it with different meanings? 
" In the beginning was the Reason, or the Expression of 
thought, and this Reason or Expression wae to C^od, or in 
relation to God", and the Reason or Expression was God." 
Adopting the meaning of ' Expression' we might obtain the 
following sense. In the beginning there was a being who 
expressed the Divine mind. Thig being addressed his revehi- 
tion to QoA., for there was none else in existence ; and the 
object to which he gave expression was God himeelf. A 
serious objection to this translation is, that we should have 
expected 6 @t6s, if it were meant that iAe Divine Being 
was the object-matter of the revelation. Yet this is not 
a fatal objection. For the apostle may have meant to con- 
trast the Divine nature of the revelation with the material 
nature of the subsequent revelation of God in the creation of 
the world. The verse, according to this meaning, would state 
4.hat before the world was created there was a nuuiifestation 
of the Divine Being in the person of his Son, the object and 
subject of which were God. If this translation were correct, 
then John in the commencement of his gospel would state 
nothing else than what he states frequently in other words in 
other portions of the same book. But the difficulty is, to rest 
satisfied with the translation of the last clause. And it is 
more probable that its real meaning is, " And the Logos was 
God." But what did John mean by 'God?' That John 
does not assert that the Logos was one, or of the same nature 
with tie God, is plain irom his use of 0for without the 
article. The unity of the Divine nature in God and Christ 
may be a satis&ctoiy explanation of John's statement, but 
it is not what John states. The word @f6s, as we shall 
see in treating of Justin Martyr's use of the term, and in 
many other cas^, was very widely applied. It was some- 

» I have given rpis ite usual meaning. It is used to Hignify ' with ' in the 
Firdt £pi«tle of John, and may have the Bam« meaning here. 
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times applied to man when perfected. It was applicable to 
any being possessed of supernatural powers : especially was 
it applicable to a being who was worshipped. And perhaps 
what John meant to do^ and certainly what he seems to do 
here^ is to make a very wide general statement that the 
Logos was divine. He does not obviate any of the difficulties 
which might arise from the assertion. As far as John's 
statement goes^ we are bound to believe that the Logos 
is a divine being; but we go beyond John's statement when 
we either assert that there are two Gods of equal glory 
and of the same substance^ or that there is but one Divine 
Being, but two persons. 

John's assertion is of the vaguest and most general nature, 
in consequence, as I have said, of the uncertainty attaching to 
the terms Koyos and 0€O9. It becomes more definite, or at 
least more intelligible, if we consider it alongside of the 
philosophy of Philo. Philo held that there was a being 
called the Logos, who was the manifestation or revealer of 
God ; the mediator between God and man. He is therefore 
called by him the image" and glory of God. By him Gt)d 
made the world v, and governs it* ; he is the chief messenger 
of God ; he is himself a second Gody, and especially would 
be the God of men, for they are imperfect beings 2, and are 
thus unfit for the worship and communion of the great God. 
This is Philo's doctrine stated broadly. Many parts of it 
are still matters of keen discussion, and scholars are still 
divided^ as to whether Philo's logos was a person or not. 
Tlie preponderance of the evidence seems to me strongly 
in favour of the personality, and the history of the opinion 
also tends in that direction. The whole doctrine seems 
to have arisen from the combination of circumstances which 
I have already noticed in speaking of Gnosticism. It was 
the result of the Semitic mind going through the philo- 

" De Mundl Opif. vol. i. p. 6, 1. 42. 

" De Leg. Alleg. vol. i. p. 106, 1. 29 ; De Cherubim, p. 162, 1. 15 ; De Soinn. 
p. 656, 1. 50. 

» De Somniis, vol. i. p. 656, 1. 48 ; De Prof. vol. i. p. 56a, 1. 34. 

> Frag. vol. ii. p. 625. « De Leg. Alleg. vol. i. p. 128, 1. 43. 
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sophical and myth -creative phases at the same time. Almost 
all intelligent nations have felt the necessity of some kind 
of intervening agent between them and the supreme being. 
This being is often called the word or the voice. Among 
Aryan nations this word or voice is hypostatized, and some- 
times, as in Greek mythology, divided into numerous per- 
isonages. With the Hebrews it was a mere personification 
or circumlocution. The ' voice of God' seems with them to 
have been simply a periphrasis to avoid the repetition of 
the name Jehovah, but in speaking of Wisdom as the helper 
of God in the creation of the world they personify. This 
personification makes its appearance in the book of Job and 
in the Proverbs. It reappears again in later times in the 
apocryphal book of Sirach the son of Jesus, where it is 
difficult to say whether the personification has not vanished 
and wisdom become a real person; or whether, as some 
have maintained, she is not a pure ethereal substance, some- 
thing between a personification and a real existence. The 
step which Philo takes in advance of this is to convert the 
Wisdom into Logos, and to make that Logos a person, 
the first-begotten of God*. 

It seems scarcely possible not to identify the statement /^ ST^J 
in John's introduction with Philo's doctrine. But we are 
not bound on that account to suppose that John accepted the 
whole of Philo's doctrine. His words, '^ And the Word was 
a God,'' do not state that the Logos was a second God. 
They might mean that ; but they may well harmonise with 
quite difierent theories of the divine existence of the Logos. 
And when we proceed farther into inquiries into Philo's 
doctrine, we soon perceive that it diverges widely from 
John's and all Christian teaching. Philo makes his logos 
in some measure correspond to the intelligible world of 
Plato. John's words are, " And the Logos became flesh ;" 
John takes the main idea of the Logos, that he is the 
manifester of the Divine Being, that in creation, in theo- 
phanies, in all divine dealings the Logos is the agent. 

a De Gonfus. Lingiianim, vol. i. p. 414, line 29. 
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And he asserts that Jesus was and is this Logos. He 
finds the term Mogos' in this sense to be of great use; for 
it combines into one the various phases and activities of 
Christ. The Apologists adopted the phraseology; they more- 
over identify the Logos^ the revealer of Gx>d^ with logos^ 
reason ; and therefore wherever reason makes its appearance^ 
there they maintain is proof of the activity and indwelling of 
Christ. He is the light that is in every man. 

They also, in more decided langpuage than John^ assert the 
divinity of the Logos^ and apply to him all those passages 
in the Old Testament in which visible manifestations of (rod 
are spoken of. They regard him^ indeed^ as inferior to the 
Father ; as deriving his divinity from the Father ; as second 
in rank; as subject in all things to the Father; but they 
do not hesitate to pronounce him Ood in the most clear 
j>ositive manner. There are indications in the work of 
Justin^ and still more decidedly in the Clementine Recc^- 
nitions, that there was a party that refused to proceed 
beyond the statement that Jesus was the Son of GK)d; 
and such a party held fellowship with the other Christians. 
But it is far from likely that the party was large. The ten- 
dency of the human mind to make inferences is irresistible; 
and the inference that if Jesus was the Son of God he was 
God, is also one of the clearest that could well be made. 

The divinity of the Logos could not be long before the 
Christian mind without causing difficulties. If the Logos 
was God, how could there be only one God ? To answer this 
question it was not enough to say that there was one supreme 
God, and that the Logos was a being on whom godhead 
was conferred by the other. Some explanation more than 
this is required; and the Apologists attempted it. Their 
attempt is a complete and most manifest failure. As will 
be noticed hereafter on several occasions, the materialistic 
philosophy of the day had a powerful effect on Christian 
speculation, because it was really the atmosphere which they 
unconsciously breathed. The explanation of the divinities of 
Father and Son is based on this materialistic philosophy. 
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The Divine nature is like fire. Fire may be taken from 
fire, and the original fire is not diminished. So the Divine 
substance of the Son is taken from the Divine substance 
of the Father; but there is no diminution of the original 
Divine substance. Perhaps it is too much to say that this 
is an explanation; but whatever it be, it was by material 
analogies such as these that the Apologists bridged over the 
mysteries of the two divinities. The Divine substance was 
conceived of as incapable of diminution, while other beings 
might partake of it. To Christ alone, however, had the 
Father given his glory. The difficulties which the doctrine 
of the divinity of the Holy Spirit would have caused are, of 
course, not as yet felt, because no one spoke of the Holy Spirit 
as divine. When Theophilus speaks of the triad, the point of 
view which he assumes is, that the Logos and Spirit belong 
to the Father just as a man's mind belongs to the man. 
In reply to such an explanation a modem thinker would 
say to Theophilus that he had denied the personality of 
the Logos and Spirit; but this objection would very likely 
never have occurred to any ancient theologian at that time, 
and if it had, it would have been thought a weak one. 

It deserves to be noticed that the Apologists do not speak 
of the Divine nature ; and when they make declarations with 
regard to Christ, they never divide his personality. It was 
the Logos that became man. They have not yet analysed 
the phenomena of Christ's activity, and therefore know no- 
thing of a celestial and Divine nature and a human nature. 
It was the Divine Logos that was bom, that died, that rose 
again. No difficulty is felt by them in making such state- 
ments as these. 

There is still another point in regard to the Logos which 
demands observation. This is the teaching of the Apologists 
in regard to the eternity of the Logos. The word ' logos ' 
means, as has been remarked, a manifestation. But the 
taking place of a manifestation implies a previous conceal- 
ment, or at least seems to do so; and, if so, then there 
must have been a time when the Logos was not manifesting. 
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Was the Logos^ then, existent before the first manifestation? 
In regard to this point the language of the Apologists is 
generally vagae^ simply because their minds had not been 
led to consider the subject in all its bearings. They felt that 
manifestation necessarily carried along with it the idea of 
time, and therefore they gave to the Logos the epithets ' first- 
begotten of God/ ' offspring of God/ and applied to him all 
the passages in the Old Testament in which God speaks of 
begetting his Son. The earlier amongst them, therefore, seem 
to countenance the idea that they looked on the generation 
of the Son as an act accomplished in time, though anterior 
to the creation of the world. The later of the Apologists 
adopted a distinct theory of the matter; namely, that the 
Arfyos was eternally with God as his reason; but when 
utterance was given to his reason, then the Logos was 
begotten. This theory does not deny the personality of 
the Logos from eternity, for, as we have seen, though 
such language in regard to the Logos would compel modem 
thinkers to regard it as a faculty, yet these early writers 
would not feel themselves so influenced. 

It has been a question much and keenly discussed, what 
influence the heathen philosophy had on the religious opinions 
of the Apologists. At one time a set of writers eagerly 
maintained that Christianity derived almost all its beliefs 
firom Platonism. But there are few now who woidd go so 
far. There cannot be a question that Platonism and other 
heathen philosophies had an influence on the Apologetic 
writers, because they were trained in the midst of these 
philosophies, and their speculative opinions had to be based 
on them, consciously or unconsciously. Far too much power 
has been attributed to Platonism, however, in moulding their 
minds. They sympathized with many of Plato^s noble senti- 
ments and thoughts, but Athenagoras is the only one that is 
a Platonist. The others were far more influenced by the 
prevailing materialistic tendencies — a fact that will come 
prominently out in our minute discussion of particular cases. 
It will be also seen from such a discussion that Plato had 
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nothing to do with the doctrine of the Christian Trinity, 
and, as we have noticed already, the part of the logos- 
doctrine which Philo derived from Plato was the part which 
Christians did not accept. 

In regard to the constitution of the Christian churches 
during the Apologetic period, not much information has come 
down to us. The most probable conclusion from the evidence 
is, that the churches had not yet any fixed organization. 
They had presidents, but there is no proof that there was 
any distinction into clergy and laity. Prom Justin's ac- 
count it is plain that any one might baptize. Nor is there 
any sign that peculiar eflScacy was attached to what were 
afterwards called the sacraments. Justin on one occasion 
uses language that is peculiar, but he does so out of simplicity, 
and without the consciousness that his words might be taken 
to mean something very diflferent from the common beliefs. 

There seems not the slightest reason for the opinion that 
the Church was divided into a Pauline and a Petrine party. 
The reasons which have been assigned for this opinion will 
be discussed as they come up in treating of the various 
writers. The Christians acted towards each other with 
charity. They permitted difierences of opinion in regard to 
the divinity of Christ. They permitted diflferences of opinion 
in regard to the observance of the Passover. But towards 
the end of our period a mighty change came over the Church ; 
and we shall find the most violent passions, the keenest 
bigotry, and the most absurd dogmatism play very prominent 
parts. And this is what we might expect. The Church 
was liberal during the Apologetic days, because, from ig- 
norant simplicity and childlike love, it was indifferent to 
outward observances and to speculative opinions. As soon 
as Christians come to attach any value to outward observances 
and to dogmas, a spirit of intolerance will show itself. 

The opinions of the Apologists in regard to morals deserve 
careful examination. Christ laid down only general prin- 
ciples, and left the working out of these to his followers. 
And accordingly we find that the Christians of this age. 
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starting from a peculiar view of these principles^ come to 
peculiar conclusions. This is especially the case with regard 
to sexual intercourse. Over the New Testament there are 
scattered various general precepts in regard to this matter^ 
but there is no attempt to give reasons for these precepts. 
The Apologists found themselves compelled by the circum- 
stances of their case, and esi>ecially by the universal prevalence 
of licentiousness, to come to definite conclusions on the matter, 
though it can scarcely be said that they examined the whole 
rationale of their conclusions. Thus, for instance, they do 
not define wherein the essential principle of marriage lies, bat 
they unquestionably hold that permission by law was not 
absolutely necessary. They would never have been married 
at all if they had been required to appear before a public 
official, for death would have been frequently the consequence 
of such an act. When once a man and a woman had co- 
habited, some of the Christians thought that by this act they 
became one flesh, and that, consequently, another marriage 
of either the widower or widow would be something approach- 
ing to adultery. Then, again, all of them looking on the 
act of cohabitation as simply a means to an end, looked on 
cohabitation for mere pleasure as a sin. Accordingly they 
regarded cohabitation with a preg^nt woman as sinful. 
Finding, moreover, a passage in the New Testament which 
spoke in praise of men who had made themselves eunuchs 
for the kingdom of heaven, they did not deem it wrong to 
mutilate themselves. A remarkable instance of this is given 
in the Apology of Justin. Barbeyrac and others have found 
great fault with the fathers for such opinions as these ; but 
if we remember the prevalence of vice in their days, and the 
corruption of women through it, we shall easily allow that 
they erred on the right side, and we shall not have much to 
boast over them until we be able to define wherein lie the 
rightness and wrongness of the various acts connected with the 
relations of the sexes. It may be noticed here that Justin 
condemns polygamy; and, perhaps, he is the first Christian 
writer who did so. 
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In r^ard to evils in the social system, Christ did not 
interfere, but left hie principles to work silently. Accordingly, 
the dmstians did not, like tlie Therapeuts, forbid the pos- 
sesaion of slaves ; nor do they ever bring forward ai^iunents 
against slavery. But they treated the slave as a brother, 
welcomed him as equal in the Lord, and did everything to 
help him when in distress. 

The works which relate to the various subjects noticed in 
this chapter are exceedingly numerous. Books which discuss 
the history of Apologetics generally commence with a survey 
of the Apologies produced in this age. Those which I have 
used are the following : — 

1. Jo. Albert! Fabricii SS. T. D. et Prof. Publ. Delectua 
Argumentorum et Syllabus Scriptorum qui veritatem Reli- 
gionis Christianffi adversus Atheos, Epicureos, Deistas sea 
Naturalistaa, Idololatras, Judieos et Muhammedanos lucubra- 
tionibi^ Buis aseeruerunt. Hamburg! 1725, 4to. A book of 
vast erudition, but too sketchy to be of much use. 

2. Gleschichte der Apologetik, von Heinrieh Gottlieb 
Tzschimer. Leipzig 1805, 8vo. ; and 

3. Der Fall des Heidenthums, by the same writer. Leipzig 
1829, 8vo. These are both remarkably able and thorough 
books. 

4. Die Christliche Kirche an der Schwelle des Irenseischen 
Zeitalters, von K. Graul. Leipzig i860, 8vo. This is a very 
readable and scholarly introduction to a full account of the 
life and activity of Irenteus, in which Graul reviews the state 
of the Christians and their relations to heathenism, Judaism, 
Gnosticism, and Montanism in the period immediately pre- 
ceding that of L%nsBus. 

5. Les Apologistes Chretiens au II* Si^cle : Cours d''£lo- 
qnence sacr^ fait a la Sorbonne 1858-60. Par M. L'Abb^ 
Preppel. 3 vols, 8vo,, Paris i860. 

In our own language two works which deal with our sub- 
ject deserve especial notice. 

6. Paganism and Christianity compared, by John Ireland, 
D.D. London 1807, 8vo. These lectures treat partly of the 

VOL. II. E 
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gave up their pro{>erty^ and moving from land to land, 
preached the g()8{>el and set up churches. This same Quad- 
rat us seems to be mentioned by an anonymous writer against 
the Montanists*. ^\^lether he is the Apologist or not we 
cannot say, but as the i)eriod at which he flourished is the 
same, and as Eusebius draws no distinction^ the probable 
inference is that Eusebius regarded them as the same. 

Eusebius makes mention of another Quadratus in his ac- 
count of one of the letters of Dionysius, overseer of the 
Corinthian Church. The letter was addressed to the Athe- 
nians, and was intended to stir up tlieir faith. " He reproves 
them as having paid too little heed to living according to the 
gospel, as having almost apostatized from the truth {k6yov) 
ever since it came to pass that Publius, their president^ bore 
his testimony in the persecutions then prevalent. And he 
has made mention of Quadratus as having been appointed 
their overseer after the martyrdom of Publius, bearing wit- 
ness that they had been collected through his zeal, and had 
received a rekindling of faith ^.^^ The circumstance that 
Dionysius writes to rouse the dead faith of the Athenians, 
the praise which he assigns to Quadratus for having already 
done so much in this work, and indeed the whole tone of the 
reference, imply that Quadratus was overseer of the Athenian 
Church at the time when Dionysius wrote. Notwithstanding 
this, some have identified the Quadratus of the reign of 
Hadrian with this one of the reign of Marcus Aurelius. It 
is indeed possible that the Quadratus who wrote the Apology 
might have lived to the age of Marcus Aurelius. There is 
nothing which we know for certain that would prevent such 
a possibility ; for the words of Eusebius, " He himself proves 
to us his own antiquity ,^^ {Tr\v Kaff kavrov &pxai6TrjTa,) mean, 
not that he was an old man, but that he belonged to a very 
early age of the Churches history. It must be admitted also 
that the words of Dionysius do not compel us to regard 
Quadratus as a contemporary. But either possibility is in a 
high degree improbable. 

e Euseb. Hist. Eccl. v. 1 7. ' Ibid. iv. 23. 
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Jerome's account of Quadratus is a patchwork of all that 
EosebiuB has eaid about Quadrati, with a few additions of his 
own. " Quadratus," he says, " a disciple of apostles, after 
PubliuB biehop of Athens had been crowned with martyrdom 
on account of his faith in Christ, is elected in his room, and 
through his faith and diligence brings together the Church, 
which had been scattered in great terror. When Hadrian 
spent the winter at Athens, and when by visiting Eleusis and 
by being initiated into almost all the sacred rites of C^reece, 
he gave an opportunity to all who hated the Christians to 
trouble them, — for they believed that they might do so without 
an order from the emperor, — he presented a book to him, com- 
posed in defence of our religion, which is very useful, full 
of reason and faith, and worthy of the apostolic teaching; 
in which, showing the antiquity of his age, he says that he 
had seen very many who, when oppressed by various calamities 
in Judea, had been healed by the Lord, and who had risen 
from the deadB." Jerome elsewhere'' repeats his statement 
that Quadratus presented his Apology to Hadrian at the time 
of his initiation into the Eleusinian mysteries, and asserts, 
moreover, that the work had the effect of showing the 
violence of the persecution. Jerome's information in regard 
to these particulars seems to have been derived solely from 
the Chronicon of Eusebius. There, under the eighth or tenth 
year of the reign of Hadrian, it is said that " Quadratus, the 
disciple of apostles, and Aristides an Athenian, our philosopher, 
gave books {to Hadrian) composed on behalf of our religion'." 
Then it is added that Serenas Granianus sent a letter to 
the emperor, and that the favourable rescript of the emperor 
to Minueius Fundanus was the result. Jerome evidently 
thought, as Syncellus did, that the rescript was the result 
of the double efforts of Quadratus and Aristides on the one 
hand, and Granianus on the other. But the words of 
Eusebius mean no such thing, and the rescript itself, as 
given at the end of Justin's first Apology, is decidedly 

■ De Vir, IlluBtr. c. 19. ^ Ep. 70. n. 4. 

' ThU ii Jerome's own version ; it is somewhivt tliSerent in Syncellus. 
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against the supposition. There is therefore no good reason 
for connecting Quadratns with Athens. There is no good 
authority for assigning any remarkable efiect to the Apology 
of Quadratus; and it may be added that Jerome is wrong 
in saying that Quadratus saw those who had been healed by 
Christ : he states merely that they survived to his day. 

Nothing is known of the death of Quadratus, though 
much has been fabled. 

The fragment of Quadratus is given in Bouth, Reliq. Sacr. 
vol. i. p. 75, and in the fifth volume of the Greek series of 
J. P. Migne's Patrologise Cursus Completus, p. 1265. The 
work of Quadratus must have been extant at a late period, if 
the information of Photius be correct, that a bishop of the 
name of Eusebius (supposed to belong to the sixth century) 
made extracts from it in a letter addressed to Andrew, a 
monk^. 

Aristides. 

Aristides was a contemporary of Quadratus, and, like him, 
addressed an Apology for the Christians to the emperor 
Hadrian"^. This is all that Eusebius relates of him. He 
mentions that the work was extant in his day, but he does 
not inform us whether he read it or not. Jerome adds to 
this information. He tells us that Aristides was an Athenian 
philosopher^, and that after he became a Christian he still 
retained the philosophic garb, and that he presented his 
Apology to Hadrian at the same time as Quadratus °» : all 
which statements are unquestionably to be discarded. Per- 
haps more reliance may be placed on his information with 
regard to the work which was extant also in his day, and the 
merits of the author. He says that the Apology was made up 
of the opinions of the philosophers" (contextum philosophorum 
sententiis), and he describes the author as a most eloquent 

J Phot. Bibl. Cod 162. * Euseb. Hist. Eccl. iv. 3. 

1 Both in Syncellus and in Jerome's version of the Chronicon of Eusebius, 
Aristides is said to be an Athenian philosopher. 

"» De Vir. Illustr. c. ao. " Ep. 83 ad Magnum. 
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philosopher. A French traveller, De la Guilletiere, in a 
work, Athenes Anciennes et Nouvelles, Paris 167 a, p. 146, 
relates that a manuscript of the Apology of Aristides was 
preserved in a monastery six miles from Athens ; but Spon 
could not find any trace of it*^. Reithmayr appeals to Usu- 
ardus and Ado as witnesses to the existence of the manuscript 
in the ninth century P; but from what these writers say, it 
might be questioned whether the copy was genuine, for they 
asseii; that Quadratus defended the divinity of Christ before 
Hadrian not only in his writings, but in a most elegant 
speech delivered before himq. 

Agrippa Castor. 

Agrippa Castor is the first writer who is mentioned as 
having written against heresy. This information, which 
Eusebius gives us, is all that we really know with regard to 
him. After mentioning the rise of heresies, he says, " While 
very many men belonging to the Church at that time [the time 
of Hadrian] contended for the truth, and fought reasonably 
for the opinion of the Apostles and the Church, some of them 
already by writings supplied to posterity the means of warding 
off .the heresies mentioned. Of which writings there has 
come down to us a most satisfactory work directed against 
Basilides by Agrippa Castor, a writer who was among the 
best known of his day. This work uncovers the cleverness 
of the man^s jugglery. Laying open, then, his secret mys- 
teries, he says that he composed twenty-four books on the 
gospels ; that he named his prophets Barcabbas and Barcoph, 
contriving for himself some other unreal beings, and that he 
gave them barbarous names to dazzle those who are amazed 
at such things; that he taught that the tasting of things 
offered to idols, and the reckless abjuration of the faith 
during times of persecution, were matters of indifference, and 

Villoiflon, Anecdot. torn. ii. p. 264 ; Spon, Itinerary ; Routh, Rel. Sacr. 
vol. i. pp. 74, 80. P Moehler's Patrologie, p. 310. 

1 Lumper, vol. i. p. 383. 
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that he inculcated on those who came to him a silence of five 
years, like Pythagoras. And the person mentioned relating 
other things like to these in regard to Basilides, not ignobly 
brought to light the deceit of the heresy mentioned*"/' The 
account of Jerome is in the main a repetition of what Eusebius 
says. He has, however, carelessly asserted, as Fabricius 
pointed out in his notes on Jerome's words % that Agrippa's 
work was directed against the twenty-four books of Basilides 
on the gospel, while Eusebius says merely that he mentioned 
these books. Jerome also says that he stated that the 
greatest god of Basilides " was Abraxas, which as it were 
contains the year if it be reckoned according to the Greek 
calculation*.'' Some have supposed that in the work Agrippa 
Castor refuted Isidorus the son of Basilides as well as Basilides 
himself. The opinion rests on a statement of Theodoret that 
^^Agrippas sumamed Castor, and Irenseus, and Clemens of 
Alexandria, and Origen, fighting for the truth, contended 
against these [Basilides and Isidorus]"." Theodoret, how- 
ever, may not have intended to say that Agrippa Castor 
contended against Isidorus, his language being often inac- 
curate : and, even if he did, his authority is worthless. These 
words are utterly unable to support the mere conjecture of 
Ceillier^, that Castor wrote another work besides the one 
mentioned by Eusebius. 

The fragments of Agrippa are given in Gallandi, Routh, 
and Migne. 

Aristo Pblkeus. 

The name of Aristo Pellaeus, or Aristo of Pella, occurs 
in three ancient writers. The first is Eusebius. He says: 
'' When the war had reached its height in the eighteenth year 
of the reign of Adrian, at the city of Biththera, a very strong 
place not very far from Jerusalem, and the siege from without 
had continued long, and the revolutionists had through hunger 
and thirst been driven to the last extremities, and the author 

'■ Hist. Eccl. iv. 7. • See Also Fabricii Bibl. Graec. vol. vii. p. 155, note v. 
* Be Vir. Illustr. c. 21. « Haoret. Fabul. lib. i. c. 4. " torn. i. p. 692. 
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of their madness [Barchochebas] had been punished according 
to his desert, the whole nation [of the Jews] is prevented 
from that time even from treading at aU on the land round 
about Jerusalem, for Adrian gave command by the appoint- 
ment of a law and by injunctions, so that they should not 
behold their native soil even from a distance. Aristo of 
Pella relates*/' Eusebius here mentions no work of Aristo 
of Pella, and it is impossible to determine whether Eusebius 
adduces the authority of Aristo for the truth of the pre- 
ceding clause only, or for that of the whole of the preceding 
sentences, or indeed for how much. The curt and uncon- 
nected way in which the clause containing Aristo's name 
is introduced, might lead us to suspect an interpolation, but 
the words are not omitted in any manuscript. If one might 
hazard a conjecture on the nature of Aristo's work from the 
words employed, we should be inclined to regard it as his- 
torical. But such a conjecture would be, after all, nothing 
but the purest conjecture. 

The second writer who mentions Aristo is Moses Choren- 
ensis, author of an Armenian history, edited by two sons of 
Whiston. An examination of Moses's method of dealing 
with early church history has led Bouth to believe that Moses 
knew nothing more of Aristo of Pella than what he saw 
in Eusebius 7, and so this testimony is merely a distorted 
repetition of the first. 

The third writer who mentions Aristo of Pella is Maximus, 
in his notes on the works of Dionysius the Areopagite. His 
information is to the following effect : " I read this ' seven 
heavens' also in the Dialogue of Papiscus and Jason, written 
by Aristo of Pella, which Clemens of Alexandria in the sixth 
book of his Hypotyposes says was written by the holy Luke 2." 
The Dialogue of Papiscus and Jason is mentioned by Origen 
and Jerome, but neither of these writers say a word of the 
writer of it. Moreover, a translation of the work was made 
by one of the name of Celsus. The translation is lost, but 

» Hist. Eccl. iv. 6. ' Routh, Reliq. Sacr. i. p. 103. 

« torn. ii. cap. i. p. 17. ed. Corderii ; Routh, Reliq. Sacr. p. 96. 
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the preface to it remains, and in it nothing is said of the 
writer. How then did Maximus know that Aristo of Pella 
was the writer ? And whether are we to accept his opinion, 
or the opinion which he states Clemens Alexandrihus main- 
tained ? We have no means of coming to a conclusion. The 
authority of Maximus on such a point is null. The proba- 
bility is rather that he would be wrong than right. And 
we cannot even judge of the opinion of Clemens Alexandrinus, 
for we have not his reasons for believing Luke to be the 
author ; we do not know that Maximus interpreted Clemens 
aright ; and most have been inclined to think that his state- 
ment that Clemens attributed the work to Luke is altogether 
a mistake. If this portion of his statement is not to be 
believed, what possible reason can we have to attach the 
slightest importance to his own opinion that Aristo of Pella 
was the writer of the Dialogue ? 

Mention seems to be made of Aristo in a fourth writer, 
the author of the Alexandrian Chronicle. Under the year 
A.D. 134 he says* : " This year Apelles and Aristo, which 
men (cDi;) Eusebius the son of Pamphilus has mentioned in 
his Ecclesiastical History, gives [kTiibihoicnv) Apologies to the 
emperor Adrian in regard to our piety .^^ The grammar 
of this sentence is bad, and the statement is unquestionably 
incorrect. Fabricius proposed to change the names 'AireWryy 
KoL 'ApCaT(t)v, &v into 6 ncAAatoy 'Ap[<TT<av ov, ^ Aristr) of Pella, 
which man ; ^ and we should then have the assertion that 
Aristo of Pella presented an Apology to Hadrian. As no 
such Apology is mentioned by any other writer, it would be 
hard to believe in its existence simply on the faith of an 
emendation, especially when the whole passage is omitted 
in one of the manuscripts. 

The result of our investigation is that almost nothing is 
really known of Aristo of Pella, and that especially the 
works which have been ascribed to him have been ascribed 
to him on insufficient testimony. The Dialogue of Papiscus 
and Jason, however, belongs to the history of early Christian 

" p. 477, ed. Dindorf. 
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literature ; and as it has been in modern times associated with 
the name of Aristo, we may set down what is known with 
regard to it. Mention of it first occurs in the treatise of 
Origen against Celsus**. Celsus had adduced the work a« 
a specimen of those Christian writings which were so crammed 
with allegories and simple narratives as to ofiend the feelings 
of the cultivated heathen. He describes the work as " woi-thy 
not of laughter, but of pity and hatred rather. ^^ " It is not 
my business," Celsus adds, ^^ to confute such works, for their 
nature is evident to all, especially if any one could have the 
patience and perseverance to study the writings themselves." 
Origen replies to this accusation, that, if any one did take 
the book into his hands, he would find nothing in it worthy 
of hatred, or even of laughter ; and then lie goes on to de- 
scribe its contents. ^' In it,'^ he says, " a Christian is described 
as disputing with a Jew from the Jewish Scriptures, and show- 
ing that the prophecies about the Christ suit Jesus. The other 
replies to the argument vigorously, and in a way not unbe- 
coming to the Jewish character which he assumes.'^ The dis- 
putation is more minutely described in the Preface of Celsus^. 
We cannot determine at what time his translation was made, 
for there is no allusion in the Preface which can settle the 
point. Its tone, however, is certainly that of the Cyprianic 
age, especially in the mode of speaking of martyrdom. " For 
I trust," he says, " that it is the privilege of martyrdom that 
the sinner should deserve to be saved through the prayer of the 
just martyr, when you yourself are freed by the merits of 
the martyr, a thing which you could not succeed in simply by 
your prayers. Thus just Job is shown to us when going to ask 
and obtain pardon from God for the sins of his three friends, 
and the approbation of his fear and faith is sealed by the voice 
of the Lord. When, therefore, in the day of thy deliverance, 
dearest, thou beginnest to present thyself to the countenance 
of Christ, when thou goest by fortunate lot to eternal life 

* Contra Celaum, lib. iv. c 52 ; p. 544 Delarue. 

e This Preface is given at the end of Fell's edition of the works of Cyprian, 
p. 30 of the last appendix Ad Vigilium de Jiulaica Tncredulitate. 
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to reign with Christ, in the mercy of the Lord, hold thy 
child (puerum) Celsus in thy mind, O most holy friend." 
This passage is the only authority for asserting that Celsus 
is the author of the Preface. Mention is nowhere made of 
the translation, and nothing is known of this Celsus. It 
may even be doubted whether Celsus is the correct reading. 
Fell, at least, has proposed Csecilius, and the incorrectness 
of the text of the Preface may lead us to place little certainty 
in any name that occurs in it. The Preface is addressed to 
Vigilius, with regard to whom nothing is known; though, 
as usual, there has been much conjecture. Though the writer 
calls himself the jmer or child of Vigilius in the passage 
already quoted, he states in another place that he had reached 
old age. " In my desire to see you,'' he says, ^' I was not 
terrified by the distance of the journey, nor was I kept back 
by old age (senium), and the difficulty of a wearied and worn- 
out body.'' 

The description given in the Preface of the Disputation 
of Jason and Papiscus is as follows. After stating that he 
will not mention the conversion of the Jewish people through 
the Apostles, he goes on, " That illustrious, memorable, and 
glorious result of a discussion between Jason a Hebrew Chris- 
tian, and Papiscus an Alexandrian Jew, comes into my mind. 
There we have the obstinate hardness of the Jewish heart 
softened by Jewish warning and gentle chiding, and the 
teaching of Jason on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
victorious in the heart of Papiscus. When Papiscus was 
brought by this teaching to an understanding of the truth, 
and was fashioned into a fear of the Lord through the mercy 
of the Lord himself, he put his trust in Jesus Christ the 
Son of God, and asked of Jason that he might receive the 
sign (signaculum, the sign of baptism). This is proved by 
the written account of the Discussion in Greek, in which 
Papiscus and Jason come to close quarters with each other, 
Papiscus opposing the truth, and Jason asserting and vin- 
dicating the disposition [olKovoiila ?] and fulness of Christ. 
To the translation of this work I have set myself." 
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We get still further a glimpse into the nature of the Dis- 
cussion from two references to the work in Jerome, From 
the one^ we know that Jason had found it necessary to grapple 
with the text '^ Cursed is every one that liangs upon a tree/' 
From the second e we learn that he interpreted the words 
'* In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth/' 
as meaning " In the Son God created the heavens and the 
earth/' Some indeed have supposed that the writer of the 
Disputation appealed to a peculiar reading in the Jewish 
scriptures; but there is little probability in the conjecture, 
and no need for it. The same interpretation of apxn as 
applicable to Christ is made in Theophilus ; and, as Jerome 
remarks, also in TertuUian and Hilarius. 

It is imi)ossible to fix the date of the Disputation between 
Jason and Papiscus. It must have been written before the 
work of Celsus, that is, sometime before the middle of the 
second century. It may have been written much earlier. 
There is no reason to suppose that the extract made from 
Aristo PellsBus by Eusebius occurred in the Disputation ; 
and therefore nothing can be based on such a supposition. 
If the information of Maximus in regard to Clemens Alex- 
andrinus had been reliable, we should have had good reason 
for assigning an early date, even if we had not agreed with 
him in ascribing it to Luke. At any rate, it seems to have 
been among the first works that employed the Old Testament 
to convert the Jews to Christianity. Its exposition of the 
Old Testament must have found Christ everywhere, and its 
exposition of dpx^ as the Son of God is pretty conclusive 
proof that the writer used the doctrine of the Xoyos to explain 
some of the difficulties of the Jews. 

d Cromm. ad Galat. lib. ii. cap. 3. comm. 13. 

« Quaest. Hebr. in Genes, torn. ii. p. 507. Both passages are given in Routh 
and Migne. 



CHAPTER III. 



JUSTIN MARTVa 



I. HIS LIFE. 



X HE best part of the information which we have with r^rd 
to Justin Martyr is derived from his own writings. The few 
particulars which we gather from others relate almost ex- 
clusively to his death. 

He was l)orn in Flavia Neapolis*, a city of Samaria which 
had been built near the ancient Sichem. It was the scene 
of many of the displays of Simon Magus. He was the son 
of Prisons and grandson of Bacchius. The name of his father 
and grandfather would lead us to infer that they were of 
Latin origin^ and this supposition is in some respects con- 
firmed by various passages in which he speaks of himself as 
'^ not circumcised**/^ and identifies himself with the heathens^^. 
We know nothing of his early life. The notices which we 
have of his conversion are contained in two passages. In 
one he tells us how his attention was attracted to Christianity 
by the endurance of the Christians. ^'For I myself/' he 
says**, ^' while rejoicing in the Platonic doctrines, heard the 
Christians spoken evil of; but when I saw them fearless in 
regard to death and everything else that is reckoned fearftil, 
I began to think that it was impossible that they could be 
wicked and voluptuous. For what man who is voluptuous 
or incontinent, or who regards the eating of human flesh 
as an enjoyment, could welcome death with the certainty 
of being deprived of his enjoyments ? Would he not rather 

• Apol. i. I. t» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 28. « Apol. i. 53. «* Ibid. ii. 12. 
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by every means try to continue for ever tlie mode of life 
which is hei-e, and escape the notice of nilers, instead of 
giving information against himself which would lead to his 
death?" The other passage in which Justin speaks of his 
conversion occurs in the Dialogue with Trypho, at the com- 
mencement. We cannot rely with absolute certainty on its 
historical nature. Everything depends on the view t^en 
of the Dialogue itself. If the composition be a genuine 
report of a real dialogue, the statements made in it will then 
be true. But if the Dialogue be fictitious, then there would 
be no good reason for receiving as historically true of Justin 
what he has made the narrator of the Dialogue say of himself. 
We give elsewhere our reasons for thinking that Justin has 
given us a report of a real dialogue ; and therefore we should 
be inclined to take the statements made in it as true of Justin 
himself. 

In the introduction to the Dialogue with Trypho Justin 
makes some remarks on the variety of the heathen philo- 
sophies, and then gives his own experience of them. " Having 
a desire,'" he says, " at the beginning to converse with one 
of these philosophers, I gave myself up to a Stoic, and having 
epent a considerable time with him, when I found that I 
wafi not a whit the wiser with regard to God (for he himself 
had not this knowledge, and maintained that such learning 
was unnecessary), I left him and went to another, called a 
Peripatetic, a sharp fellow in his own opinion. He bore my 
presence for the fir^t few days, and then requested me to fix 
the fee, that our intercourse might not be profitless. But 
I for this reason left him, for I concluded that he was not 
at all a philosopher. My soul still continued to long to hear 
what was peculiar and excellent in philosophy, and so I went 
to a very celebrated Pythagorean, a man who had a very 
high idea of his own wisdom. When I conversed with him, 
with the intention of becoming one of his regular hearers, 
he said to me. Have you studied music, and astronomy, and 
geometry ? Or do you fancy that you will clearly see any 
of those things that contribute to happiness, without first 
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being taught those things which will draw the soul away 
from the sensible world, and make it fit for the intelligible, 
so that it shall clearly see the beautiful and the good in their 
essence ? After praising these studies highly, and telling me 
they were necessary, he sent me away, since I confessed that 
I was ignorant of them. I was then greatly troubled, as 
you may well suppose, at this disappointment of my hopes, 
especially as I thought he really had some knowledge ; but, 
on the other hand, taking into consideration the time which 
I should have to spend on these studies, I could not bear 
putting off so long. While in this perplexity it occurred 
to me that I might try the Platonic philosophers, for they 
were also held in high esteem. And luckily there had just 
come to our town an intelligent man who held a high place 
among the Platonic philosophers. I had long and frequent 
conversations with him, and made exceedingly great progress, 
increasing my knowledge every day. For I was vastly taken 
with the perception of bodiless things, and the contemplation 
of ideas winged my mind, and within a short time I thought 
that I had become wise, and, in my stupidity, I hoped to see 
God forthwith; for this is the end of the Platonic philo- 
sophy®.^' Justin then goes on to relate how, when he was 
in this state, he happened one time, for the sake of quiet, 
to take a walk to a district not far from the sea. There 
he fell in with an old man, of mild and venerable aspect, 
who accosted him. Justin confesses to him that he is a 
<f>iKoK6yos, lover of reason. The old man asks him, playing 
on the word <^4AoXJyo9, which may mean also a lover of words, 
''Are you then a lover of words, and not at all of deeds 
or of truth, and do you not try to be practical [itpaKTiKoij 
rather than a sophist?'' Justin replies that he regarded 
it as a deed of the greatest importance to exhibit reason as 
the guide of all. The pursuit of philosophy was the most 
honourable work of man, and it alone could bring happiness. 
The old man asks what philosophy is, and what the happiness 
is which it brings. Justin replies, '' Philosophy is the science 

• Dial. c. Trypb. c. 2. 
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of being, and the thorough knowledge (imyvunaK) of the true, 
and happiness ia the reward of this science and wisdom." 
The old man identifies being {to Sv) with God, and asks for 
a definition of (rod. When this has been given, he discusses 
how God can be known. By the mind, says the Platonic 
Justin. But why by the mind? On account, says Justin, 
of its kinship to God, and the desire it has to see God. Do 
all souls, then, contain this kindred element, or only some ? 
All, says Justin, souls of beasts as well as of men. Do the 
eouls of beasts see God then ? No ; nor do those of many 
men. Why ? Because they are not righteous. Do animals 
then injure any one ? No ; they do no injustice. They, then, 
will see God? No; their bodies prevent them. The old 
man says that the beasts might bring the same objection 
to the bodies of men, but he will let the answer pass, since 
it suggests another question, Does the soul see God in the 
body, or removed from it ? It can see God in the body, but 
especially when removed from it. But will it remember what 
it has seen in the body ? This is rendered unlikely by the 
circumstance that the soul does not remember whiit happened 
to it in a former state'. Then there is no use of its seeing 
God. What becomes of those who are unworthy of the sight 
of God? They are punished by being bound up in the bodies 
of animals. Are they conscious of their punishment ? No, 
Then their punishment is no real punishment, for they do 
not feel it to be such. And then the old man sums up by 
saying that souls do not see God, and are not punished by 
being sent into other bodies. And these philosophci's do not 
know anything about them, not even what soul is. For the 
soul, says the old man, ought not to be spoken of as incapable 
of death, for if it were, then it would be unbegotten. Justin 
replies that some Platonic philosophers look on the soul as 
both incapable of death and unbegotten. Is the world then 
nnbegotten P Justin says some think so, but I do not. You 
are right, says the old man ; and, consequently, soids which 
existed for the sake of men are ^so not unbegotten. The 
' The Platonic doctrine of Keminiscenoe ia here alluded to. 
VOL. II. I 
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old niaii theu explains. He also believes that no soul ever 
dies ; but this takes place^ not because the souls are naturally 
incapable of death, but because God wills it. Justin asks if 
Plato had not some glimpse of this truth in a passage in the 
Timieus. The old man replies that he does not trouble him- 
self about Phto or Pytha|»foras, but about the truth. The 
soul, he says, is not life, but partakes of life. And it partakes 
of life, because God wishes it to partake of life. Justin then 
asks him, if the philosophers do not g^ve correct ideas with 
regard to these matters, to what teacher should he gt) ? The 
old man directs him to the prophets, who do not demonstrate, 
but are trustworthy witnesses of the truth above all demon- 
stration. The fulfilment of their prophecies warrants us in 
believing them. And they have a right to be believed also on 
account of their miracles (Surcifxets), for they did not, like 
false prophets, glorify evil spirits and demons, but God the 
maker of all ; and they announced the coming of his Son. The 
old man therefore urges Justin to pray that the gates of light 
would be opened to him, and that God and his Christ would 
grant him understanding. " These and many other such 
things he said, which I have no time now to relate, and he 
went away ordering me to follow them out. And I no more 
saw him. And suddenly a fire was lighted in my soul, and 
I was possessed with a love of the prophets and those men 
who are Christ^s friends ; and, pondering his statements over 
by myself, I found that this was the only secure and advan- 
tageous philosophy s." Justin makes no mention of the effect 
produced on his mind by the patience of Christians in the 
endurance of persecution. His object, however, in relating 
his conversion is accomplished without the mention of it, for 
he wished to show tx) Tr3rpho that he had not renounced 
philosophy when he renounced Platonism, but that he had 
reached the true and only safe philosophy. It is to be noticed 
also that the old man does not satisfactorily refute Platonism, 
and perhaps had no wish to do so. He merely shows that 
the Platonic sight of God is a matter of grave question, and 

8 Dial. c. Tryph. c. 8, p. 235 B. 
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that the use of seeing God in this way is equally questionable ; 
that the Platonic doctrine also in regrard to the aoul is open 
to grave objections. He thus creates in Justin's mind a 
craving for a better teacher and a surer wisdom; and for 
this wisdom the old man points him to the prophets and 
friends of Christ, especially to the diacouraea of Christ, as 
he mentions in the conclusion of his account. 

It is matter of dispute in what place thia conversation 
betweeu the old man and Justin took place. Some suppoae 
that by " our city" Flavia Neapolia \s meant. Others suppose 
that Ephesus is the place, since Eusebius'' mentions that the 
dialogue between Justin and Trypho was held there. There 
is no method of settling thia dispute, nor of determining the 
claims which othera have aet up for Corinth and Alexandria. 
The description of the place where Justin met the old man 
is applicable to any town not very iar distant from the sea. 

We know almost nothing of Justin's life subsequent to 
hia conversion. We have every reason to believe that he 
w^as a diligent evangelist, attracting people to conversation 
by the philosopher'a robe which he still continued to wear', 
and pointing them to Christ'. He believed it to be the duty 
of every Christian to speak the truth to all men'. And from 
one passage we may gather that he set himself out for con- 
versing with men of every race on the truth of Christianity. 
" Even though you yourselves," he says, " act unfairly, 
I shall readily answer any arguments and objectiona which 
ye may adduce, and I do the very same thing to all men 
without exception of every race who wish to inquire, or to 
ask information from me with regard to these things'." 

There is -much likelihood in the supposition that Justin 
travelled about from place to place as an evangelist, but there 
is no certainty. If we could have believed in the genuineness 
of the Cijjiortatio, we ahould have certain information that 
he had visited Alexandria^ and Cuma". From Eusebius 

I Hiat. EooL iv, 18. > Dial. c. Tryph, c 

' Dial. c. TiTph. c. 64, p. 1S7 D. 

» Cohort, ad Grwc, c. 37. 
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we have learned that he was at Ephesus; and there is the 
most eonolusive testimony that he lived at Rome. The events 
mentioned in the second Apology happened at Bome^ and 
Justin seems to speak from personal knowledge. He men- 
tions there the Cynic philosopher Crescens as plotting against 
him, and we know from Tatian that Crescens lived in Rome. 
And Tatian himself was a scholar of Justin^s in Romeo. 
Eusebius states also that he held his conversations in RomeP. 

Some have su[)p<)sed that Justin was a presbyter in the 
church. The inference is based on the passage given after- 
wards, in which he relates the conduct of the Christians in 
their meetings. " The}' are led by us to the water^/^ he 
says : and in another place, " after we have bathed him.^' 
The inference is utterly unwarrantable; for the '^ we^^ of 
Justin simply designates Christians ; and moreover, even if 
he did baptize, he would not necessarily be a presbyter in a 
church, for there is not the slightest proof that presbyters 
alone baptized, but much proof that any Christian might 
baptize, if he deemed the circumstances of the case required 
that he should. 

Justin fell a victim to persecution. This fact is well at- 
tested. Irenseus. speaking of Tatian, says that he was a scholar 
of Justin^s, and gave out no heretical opinion so long as 
Justin was alive ; " but after his testimony*^ {fmprvpCav) he 
left the church.^^ Hippolytus calls him " the martyr^/' Ter- 
tullian names him "philosopher and martyr.'^ Eusebius, 
Jerome, Epiphanius, and Photius also affirm the fact. The 
circumstances of his death, however, are involved in doubt. 
Justin in his second Apology expresses his expectation of 
persecution from Crescens the Cynic philosopher. "I also 
expect,^^ he says, '^ to be plotted against by some one of those 
named, or at least by Crescens, and to be impaled*.'^ Tatian 
asserts that Crescens actually did make the attempt. In 
irony he says, "He, who thus despises death, feared death 

o See the Life of Tatian. p Hist. Eccl. iv. ii. <> See Apol. i.6r, 65. 
«■ Iren. adv. Haer. I. xxviii. i. ■ Refutat. Oinn. HaBr. viii. t6. 

t Apol. ii. 3. 
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itself, BO that be made an effort to involve Justin as well as 
me in death as being an evil, because proclaiming the truth 
he accused philosophers of gluttony and deceit "." Justin 
was probably dead at the time Tattan wrote, though the point 
is by no means certain. If he were, the assertion of his dis- 
ciple would be ground for inference that Crescens had failed 
in his attempt. However this may be, there is not the 
slightest ground in it for asserting that Justin fell a victim 
to the machinations of the Cynic. Yet this passage is the 
only proof adduced by Eusebius for his statement to this 
effect*. Jerome repeats the statement of Eusebius7, and so 
does Photius^. 

There exists a Martyrion of one Justin and some others, 
which many believe to be a narrative of the martyrdom of 
Justin Martyr. The document has been handed down to us 
by Simeon Metaphrastes. The name of the author is not 
given, and the writer does not say how he got his information. 
The only points to be ascertained therefore are, whether the 
Justin referred to is our Justin, and whether the narrative 
is true. In regard to the first, there is extreme probability 
that our Justin is the person meant. The time suits; and 
Justin's mode of speech and bis opinions in the Martyrion 
are strikingly like those in the Apology and Dialogue. In 
regard to the second point, it is at once plain that there is 
no historical evidence for its truth. But, at the same time, 
the simplicity of the narrative, and its utter artlessness of 
expression and circumstance, strongly claim for it credence. 
Objections indeed have been urged against it. In early times 
Papebroch attacked it, but his attack was satisfactorily re- 
pelled by Ruinart", and the arguments on both sides are not 
worth repeating. In modern times Bunsen has attacked it. 
He says, " We are now sufficiently acquainted with the forms 

" Oral, ad Gnifoos. c. 19. ' Hist. Eeol. iv. 16. 

I De Viria lUuatr. c.aj. ■ BiblioUi. c. laj- 

■ See Acta Martyrum P. Theodorici RuiDart opera »c studio coUecta, 
Augoslffi Vindelicomm tRoi, PftiBprima, p. ua. I believa this b not the 
comtDon edition of Ruinnrt. I quote it becnUBe it is the only one I happen 
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of Roman trial and with Roman topog^phy to see that 
it is the wretched lucubration of some monk*>/^ The ob- 
jections here brought against the document might be brought 
against many accoimts of trials in London given by persons 
not lawyers. Suppose that the writer did not know the 
exact forms of the Roman law courts, he would be exactly 
in the same position as thousands in our own country 
in regard to our own courts. And suppose he had made 
some mistake in regard to the localities in Rome, he would 
have done no more than thousands of people would do if they 
were to describe minutely many a place in London. Bunsen, 
moreover, has not intimated what he deems the mistakes of 
the writer to be. On the other hand, it is almost morally 
impossible that a monk could have written it. There is not 
. one trace of monkery in it, unless these said local and legal 
mistakes be monkish. There is not the slightest introduction 
of anything miraculous. There is not one opinion mentioned 
which was not held in Justin^s time in the exact mode in 
which it is set down in the Marty rion. Altogether, it is the 
most credible document of the kind I know of, and contains 
several curious glimpses into the state of the Christian Church, 
which only a man of the second or the beginning of the third 
century would ever dream of giving ; such, for instance, as 
his mention of the place where Justin taught. 

We proceed, then, to give an account of this document, 
believing that it is trustworthy, though entirely devoid of 
historical testimony. The few introductory words with which 
it commences are evidently the work of some editor who lived 
after the time of Constantine. They give the exact day and 
month of the martyrdom, and state that the saints when 
taken were brought to Rusticus the prefect of Rome. The 
date given is worthless. The document itself, then, properly 
begins thus : " Rusticus the prefect said to Justin, ' First 
obey the gods and submit to the kings «/ Justin said, 

*> Christianity and Mankind, vol. i. p. 2 1 7, note. 

c Themistius mentions Rusticus as prefect of the city under Marcus Aurelius 
and Lucius Varus, ' the kings.* 
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' No one can blame and condemn me for obeying the com- 
mandments given by our Saviour Jesus Christ/ Rusticus 
the prefect said, ^ What are the doctrines (Xoyot) which you 
profess?^ Justin said, ^I tried indeed to learn all doctrines, 
but I agreed to the true doctrines of the Christians, though 
they do not please those who hold false opinions/ Rusticus 
the prefect said, ^ Are those the doctrines that please you, 
you utterly wretched being?' Justin said, 'Yea, since I 
follow them with right dogma' [settled belief]. Rusticus 
the prefect said, 'What sort is the dogma?' Justin said, 
'That according to which we are pious to the God of the 
Christians whom we reckon to be one, in the beginning 
the maker and fashioner of the whole creation, seen and 
unseen, and to the Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God, who 
also was proclaimed beforehand by the prophets as about 
to appear the herald of salvation to the race of men, and 
the teacher of good disciples. And I, being a man, think 
that what I can say is insignificant in comparison with his 
boundless divinity, for I believe that prophetic power is neces- 
sary for this purpose, since such proclamation was made before- 
hand with regard to Him of whom I now said that He was the 
Son of God. For I know that of old the prophets foretold his 
appearance among men/ Rusticus the prefect said, ' Where 
do you meet ?' Justin said, ' Where each one chooses and 
is able ; for do you suppose that we all meet together in one 
place ? Not so ; because the God of the Christians is not 
circumscribed by place, but, being invisible, fills the heavens 
and the earth, and is everywhere worshipped and glorified 
by the faithful/ Rusticus the prefect said, 'Tell me where 
do you meet, or in what sort of place do you assemble your 
disciples?' Justin said, 'I stay above one Martinus, near 
the Timotinian bath^ ; and all the time I have been in Rome 
(and this is the second time that I have come to the city 
of the Romans) I have had no other place of meeting. And 

^ The exact rendering of this passage is a matter of considerable doubt, 
as usually happens in names of localities not well known. See Otto's note 
on it. 
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if any wished to come to me, I communicated to him the 
truth/ Rusticus said, 'Are you not, then, a Christian? 
Justin said, ' Yea, I am a Christian/ " 

The writer goes on to relate the examination of some other 
Christians, whose answers are characterized by great sim- 
plicity and adherence to the truth. From one of the ques- 
tions of Rusticus to four of them, ' Did Justin make you 
Christians ?' and from the statement of another, ' I wilUngly 
heard the words of Justin,* we may gather that the six 
martyrs had been frequenters of the rooms above Martin at 
the Timotinian bath. After their examination, Rusticus 
addresses Justin, evidently as ringleader : ^ Hear, you who 
are called learned and think that you know the truth, do 
you believe that if you are scourged and beheaded you will 
ascend into heaven^ ?' Justin said, ' I hope that I shall have 
his [Christ's] gifts '^ if I endure these things; for I know 
that to all who have thus lived there abides the divine favour 
until the completion of the whole world/ Rusticus the pre- 
fect said, ^ Do you suppose, then, that you will ascend into 
the skies to receive some recompense?' Justin said, ^I do 
not suppose it, but I know it, and am fully assured of it.' 
Rusticus the i)refect said, ' At length, then, let us come to the 
urgent matter in hand. Come together, and unanimously 
sacrifice to the gods/ Justin said, ^ No one of a sound mind 
lapses from piety into impiety/ Rusticus the prefect said, 
^ If ye do not obey, ye will be mercilessly punished/ Justin 
said, ^ Through prayer we can be saved, even when punished, 
on account of our Lord Jesus Christ, because we shall have 
salvation and confidence at the more fearftJ and universal 
judgment-seat of our Lord and Saviour.' In like manner, the 
other martyrs said, ^ Do as you wish, for we are Christians, 
and do not sacrifice to idols.' 

^^ Rusticus the prefect pronounced their sentence, saying, 

« This is the first mention of ' going to heaven' which we have had ; and 
it is remarkable that it is a heathen, and probably a Stoic, who uses the 
words. 

' I have adopted Maranus's emendation of SSyfxara into St^/uara. 
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' Let those who have refused to sacrifice to the gods, and to 
yield to the command of the emperor, be scourged and led away, 
suffering the penalty of decapitation according to the laws/ 

" The holy mart}Ts went forth to the usual place glorifying 
God, and were beheaded, and they perfected their testimony 
in the confession of the Saviour. And some of the faithful, 
secretly taking their bodies, laid them in a suitable place, 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ working along with them, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.'' Thus ends 
this interesting document. It is probable that the last para- 
graph is the addition of some editor ; yet how different from 
the additions in the Martyrion of Polycarp. 

There is no clue to exact dates in the history of Justin. 
We know from Eusebiu s that he addressed his first Ap ol ojy y 
t o Antoninus Pius, and his second to Marcus Aurelius. He 
mentions in the first that the Jewish war of Barchochebas had 
taken place in his time (a.d. i 31-136). The Chronicon Pas- 
ehale places his martyrdom in a.d. 165, a probable date; but 
there is no reason to suppose that it is anything more than 
a guess. Epiphanius? informs us that Justin was '^ thought 
worthy of the perfect crown in the city of the Romans when 
Rusticus was ruler (fiyefidv), and Adrian king, being thirty 
years old, in the vigour of his life,'' (^1; KaOeardoTj r}KiKia, in 
ipso flore juventutis. — Petav.). This absurd statement has 
been made the basis of infinite conjectures, and many have 
attempted to settle the exact years of Justin's birth, con- 
version, and death. Some have based arguments on the 
identification of the Rusticus mentioned in the Acts with 
some or other of the Rustici referred to by heathen writers^. 
And Hort has recently appealed to Epiphanius and Cedrenus 
in behalf of the year 148 or thereabouts '. But if we cannot 
trust Eusebius, our only authority for placing Justin's martyr- 
dom in the reign of Marcus Aurelius, we know nothing in 

8 Haer. xlvi. c. 1. 

*» Thus B. Aube, in his Saint Justin Philosophe et Martyr, places his 
martyrdom in a. D. 163. 

* On the Date of Justin Martyr, in the Journal of Classical and Sacred 
Philology, June 1856. A very able article, well worth perusal. 
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regard to the date of Justin's death. The value of Eusebius's 
opinion is not great, but it is infinitely to be preferred to the 
utterly uncritical statements of Epiphanius or Cedrenus. 



II. THE WRITINGS OF JUSTIN MARTYR. 

Justin Martyr is the first writer among the Christians 
whose works are of considerable extent. Of the extant 
works ascribed to him, a division has been made into those 
which are unquestionably genuine, those which are question- 
ably genuine, and those which are unquestionably spurious. 
Critics, however, have doubted with regard to those generally 
reckoned among the unquestionably genuine ; and indeed the 
most various opinions have been expressed with regard to 
them. 

The writings ascribed to Justin Martyr by the ancients are 
the following: i. Two Apologies for the Christians^; 2. A 
Dialogue with Trypho, addressed to the Jews* ; 3. A discourse 
addressed to the Greeks — described by Eusebius as being of 
considerable extent, as discussing most subjects examined by 
Greek philosophers, but especially expounding the nature of 
the demons (gods) ™ ; 4. Another discourse addressed to the 
Greeks, called ^A Refutation' (?^^yxos)°; 5» A discourse on 
the Unity (sole government) of God {ixovapxCas) , with proofs 
not only from the Scriptures but from the Greek writers ° ; 
6. A work against all heresies, mentioned by himself as well 
as by Eusebius, Jerome, and PhotiusP; 7. A work against 
Marcion*, noticed by Irenaeus as well as those previously 
mentioned; 8. A work on the Soul {cxoXikov ircpl ylfvxijs): 
in the first book of this he expounded the opinions of 
philosophers with regard to the soul, and promised to explain 
his own in the second : but whether he ever wrote the second 
is not stated by any one : Photius does not mention the work 
at all ; 9. A work entitled ^ikrrjs^, of which we know nothing 

^ EuHcb. Hist. Eccl. iv. 18. > Ibid. °» Ibid. » Ibid. «> Ibid. 

»' Ibid. ; Jerome, De Vir. lUuHtr. c. 23 ; Photius, c. 135. 

1 Iren. Adv. Haer. iv. 6. 2. ' In Eusebius, Jerome, and Photius, arS above. 
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except what the name may be supposed to indicate. Some 
have also inferred, from an expression in Jerome, that Justin 
wrote a commentary or notes on the Apocalypse. Jerome^s 
words are, ^^ Scripsit [Joannes] Apocalypsim quam interpre- 
tantur Justinus Martyr et Irenseus^'^ As Jerome himself 
does not mention such a commentary in the appropriate place, 
and as no mention is made of such a work by any other 
writer, the words of Jerome must mean that Justin explained 
some parts of the Apocalypse incidentally in some of his 
writings. Halloix has imagined that Justin wrote an ac- 
count of his conversation with the philosopher Crescens, but 
the supposition is based on a misinterpretation of a passage in 
the second Apology*. 

We have not a complete list of the works of Justin in any 
ancient writer. The most complete is that of Eusebius, who 
expressly informs us that ^^ there were very many other 
works of Justin current among many brethren".'^ Of the 
works which are now extant, and which have been ascribed to 
Justin, the following is a list : i. The two Apologies; a. The 
Dialogue with the Jew Trypho j 3. A speech to the Greeks ; 
4. An address to the Greeks ; 5. On the Sole Government of 
God; 6. An Epistle to Diognetus; 7. Fragments from a 
work on the Resurrection; 8. Various other fragments; 9. 
An Exposition of the True Faith ; 10. Epistle to Zenas and 
Serenus ; 1 1 . A Refutation of certain doctrines of Aristotle ; 
I a. Questions and Answers to the Orthodox; 13. Questions 
of Christians to Heathens; 14. Questions of Heathens to 
Christians. 

III. THE APOLOGIES. 

There can be no reasonable doubt that the two Apologies 
which have come down to us bearing the name of Justin 
are the productions of that writer. They are attested by 
Eusebius, Jerome, and Photius^, and extracts from both are 

" De Vir. Illustr. c.9. * c. 3. » Eccl. Hist. iv. 18. 

» In the passages above referred to. 
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f»:iven by Eusebiiis. The whole style of them is perfectly 
accordant with that of the other writers of the same period, 
and the thonghts are so alike that Semiseh thinks he can 
trace quotations from Justin in the writings of Tatian, 
Irenieus, Minucius Felix, and Tertullian, perhaps also in 
Athonagoras and Theophilus. 

Though this matter may therefore be regarded as settled, 
there are several circumstances which seem to render doubtful 
t he so-called second Apology's claim to be the second Apology 
mentioned by Eusebius, Jerome, and Photius. These circum- 
stances are external and internal. The external circumstances 
arc that Eusebius, in quoting from this Apology^ never ex- 
j)rcssly calls it the second, but on one occasion calls it 
exi)rossly the first. Eusebius quotes three times from the 
so-called second Apology. The first quotation occurs in 
chapter viii. of Book IV. of his Ecclesiastical History. 
He states that Justin lived about the time of Antinous, 
and quotes a passage from the firet Apology, in which 
mention is made of Antinous, {kimv6ov tov vvv yevoixdvov). 
Eusebius opens the quotation with the words, "Writing in 
the Apology to Antoninus,'^ {iv rfj irpos ^Avtwvivov aitoKoyCq), 
He then extracts from the same a passage relating to the 
Jewish war. Then he adds, " In the same (iv TavT<D)^ showing 
that his own conversion from Greek philosophy to piety was 
not an irrational act, but the result of deliberate judgment, 
he writes these things/' and then follows an extract from 
our second Apology. Immediately after Eusebius goes on 
to quote again from the first Apology. Now there can 
scarcely be a doubt that by the words "in the same'' 
Eusebius meant in the Apology previously quoted, namely, 
that addressed to Antoninus Pius ; and if any confirmation 
of this were required, it is to be found in the circumstance 
that all the extracts previous and subsequent are made from 
the first Apology. Tlie second extract made by Eusebius is 
thus prefaced y : "Justin, formerly mentioned, having de- 
livered a second book on behalf of our opinions to the fore- 

> Eccl. Hist. iv. 1 6. 
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mentioned rulers [Marcus Antoninus and Lucius Verus], is 
adorned with divine martyrdom, the philosopher Crescens 
having succeeded in the plot which he had formed against 

him Justin himself anticipated clearly that this 

would happen, as it very soon did happen, and in his 
fore-mentioned Apology [kv rfj bebrjKiofxiifi &Tro\oyCq) points 
it out in these very words/^ Then follows the extract from 
our second Apology ''-. In looking at this passage one 
would certainly be inclined to think that the Apology re- 
ferred to is the second book mentioned by Eusebius^. But 
this is by no means a certainty ; for from the way in which 
Eusebius mentions the second book, one would be inclined to 
believe that Justin wrote it after he had been condemned, 
and that his martyrdom took place immediately after his 
handing the book to the emperors. If such were the case, 
he could not make mention of Crescens as likely to succeed in 
procuring his death, as Crescens had already been successful ; 
and he then must refer to the first Apology, which had been, 
as we have seen already, frequently referred to and quoted by 
Eusebius^. The third extract mentions expressly the first 
Apology, and quotes from it a passage now found in our 
second. All the manuscripts and Rufinus, the translator, 
agree. Editors think that "second^' ought to be written 
instead of " first,'^ or that Eusebius made a slip, or that some 
passages of the second Apology had been transferred to the 
first in some transcripts. Another external circumstance, 
certainly not of much importance, is that in the two manu- 
scripts of the Apologies the lesser, or second Apology, is 
placed first. 

There is still another circumstance in the testimony of 
Eusebius which deserves consideration. In mentioning the 
second Apology, he states in one place that it was addressed 
to the emperors Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus*', and 

« c. 3, p. 46. 

* And the author of the Chronicon Paschale, in redacting the passage, 
ahows that he so understood it (p. 258 C). 

b Eccl. Hist. iv. 17. c Ibid. iv. 16. 
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in another he says simply that it was addressed to Antoninus 
Verus, the successor of Antoninus Pius^. Now in our second 
Apology no address to Marcus Aurelius or to Lucius Verus is 
to be found. On the contrary, it is addressed to the Senate. 
To overcome this difficulty, those who maintain that our 
second Apology is the second Apology of Eusebius, appeal 
to a passage in the Ecclesiastical History, Book IV. chap, 
xi. It runs thus : " Now this same Justin, after having 
laboured most satisfactorily in writing to the Greeks, also 
addresses other discourses {Koyovs), containing a defence of 
our faith, to the emperor Antoninus, surnamed Pius, and 
to the Roman senate; for at that time he was staying at 
Rome.^' Stress is laid on the word \6yovs. As the word is 
plural, it is set down as certain that Eusebius speaks of more 
than one treatise, that indeed the two Apologies are men- 
tioned, and that, as the one is addressed to Antoninus Pius, 
the other, addressed to the senate, must be that stated else- 
where to be addressed to Marcus Aurelius. This interpre- 
tation of the passage seems to me wrong. The word Aoyoi 
does not necessarily imply more than one treatise, since it 
means ^ arguments,^ ^ parts of a discourse,^ ^ words,' and 
every Apology contains many AJyot. But even if it did> that 
is not only not a reason for identifying the second Aoyos 
with the really second Apology, but a good reason for be- 
lieving that Eusebius had the first Apology in two parts or 
discourses, one of which was addressed to Antoninus Pius and 
the other to the senate. For we gather with considerable 
certainty from Eusebius's chronological mode of narrative, 
and also from the context, that he is now relating what 
happened in the time of Antoninus Pius. We may also 
affirm from the context that Eusebius believed Justin to 
have written the h^poi Aoyoi, if he imderstood more than 
one treatise by it, in the same period of his life. And, 
in fact, it is likely that we have here an express allusion 
to the two parts of Justin's first Apology, as they have 
come down to us, and therefore good reason for believing 

d Eccl. Hist. iv. 18. 
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that the so-called second Apology is the latter half of the 
first. 

The internal circumstances deserve as much notice as the 
external. Three times reference is made to statements in 
the first Apology by the words is TTpo4(f>rjfX€v, 'as we said 
before®.' Perhaps in one of the passages these words may 
be corrupt; in the two others there is no reason to doubt 
their genuineness. Now it is scarcely possible that Justin 
would have used these words to refer to a production that 
had been written several years before, — according to the 
common opinion, between thirty and forty years before. 
Justin would then have said, ' in my previous Apology,' or 
some such thing. For, supposing that the emperors had read 
Justin's previous Apology, it could scarcely be expected that 
they would remember its sentences minutely; and as for 
Justin's general readers, what a wide meaning must the 
words have had, when Justin had written so many works 
as those mentioned by Eusebius. The only satisfactory ex- 
planation of the words is, that they formed a continuous part 
of that to which they refer. The same formula occurs several 
times in the first Apology, referring back to statements made 
in some previous portion^. 

Then, again, Eusebius informs us that the second Apology 
was addressed to Marcus Antoninus and Lucius Verus. But 
the part which is now called the second Apology contains 
no address. It opens with an appeal to the Romans, in har- 
mony with one part of the address of the first Apology, " to 
the whole people of the Romans." The only passage in 
which the rulers are mentioned can be made to agree with 
the statement of Eusebius only by rather violent processes. 
It runs thus : " You pronounce judgments, O Urbicus, not 
becoming the emperor Kus, nor the philosophic son of Caesar, 
nor the holy senates." Unfortunately, there is a various 
reading in the passage which gives rise to doubt. The 

• Apol. ii. 4, p. 43 D refers to Apol. i. lo, p. 58 B ; Apol. ii. 6, p. 45 A 
refers to Apol. L c. 23, p. 68 C, and c 63, p. 96 A D. The third and douhtful 
passage is Apol. ii. 8. See Otto's note. ' cc. 56, 58. * c. 2 . 
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manuscripts of Justin read (f>i\o(T6<pov Kaiaapos iraM^ but all 
the MSS. of Eusebius, except three, read <^iAo<ro0<i), which is 
confirmed by the Syriac translation and that of Bufinus. 
Efforts have been made to show that the epithet 'Pius' 
was added to the name of Marcus Aurelius, and that Lucius 
Verus was called ^ philosopher/ Admitting the possibility of 
this, though the evidence on both points is not satisfactory, 
one would still be far more inclined to regard the reference 
as made to the emperor whose regular surname was Pius, 
and to his adopted son, known for the interest he took in 
philosophy. Nor need we be surprised at the terms Kalaapos 
TTaibi, by which Justin designates Marcus Aurelius. Justin 
probably kuew very little in regard to the real father of 
Marcus Aurelius. On the present occasion he had to think 
of him as the son of the emperor, and, in consequence of 
his sonship, the colleague in the administration of justice. 
Nor do we feel much difficulty because he calls Antoninus 
Pius Caesar. Caesar he was, and Justin may have had his 
own reasons for preferring that to o-e^Saor^, or any other 
epithet which might have been more satisfactory to us. The 
application of the words to Antoninus Pius and Marcus 
Aurelius is confirmed by the closing words of the Second 
Apology : " May it happen that you shall judge just judg- 
ments in our behalf, worthily of piety and philosophy *» V^ In 
the first Apology it is remarkable that the same terms are 
applied to the princes, and in the same order. Thus in c. 2, 
they are spoken of as pious and philosophic. In c. i:} it is 
said, '^ Ye desire piety and philosophy .'' We may add that 
Lucius Verus and the Roman people are both wisely omitted 
in the passage of the second Apology which we are discuss- 
ing, as their credit would not be so directly involved in the 
wrong judgments of those appointed by the emperor, his 
colleague, or the senate*. 

^ c. 15. 

^ Yalesius so amends the passage, that it is applicable to Antoninus Pius, 
Marcus Aurelius, and Lucius Verus ; but the emendation i unnecessary, and 
has too much of conjecture in it to be satisfactory. 
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Moreover, the second Apology invariably speaks of one 
emperor. '^ She g^ve the petition to the emperor''/^ And 
there is but one emperor mentioned in the passage quoted 
above. Now, if the Apology had been addressed to the 
conjimct emperors Aurelius and Lucius, Justin in the first 
passage, and most probably in the second, would have used 
the plural. ' Emperor' is suitable only to Antoninus Pius. 

The last circumstance that has to be noted is the date of 
Urbicus. Justin mentions in his second Apology Urbicus 
as the magistrate in Rome before whom Christians were 
brought. This Urbicus, it is likely, was the LoUius Urbicus 
who in the reign of Antoninus Pius vanquished the Britons, 
and subsequently acted as prefect of the city. He may 
indeed have lived till the days of Marcus Aurelius, but we 
have no historical authority for believing so. However, 
this argument cannot count for much; for the identifica- 
tion of the one Urbicus with the other is a matter of pure 
conjecture. 

Putting all these circumstances together, there is a strong 
presumption that we have in the so-called second Apology 
only a portion of the first. Some, indeed, have regarded it 
as an appendix ; but the circumstances adduced tend rather 
to prove that it was an integral part, and its commencement, 
KcX TO, x6\s h\ KcX TTfxiriv^ is also in favour of this supposition. 

The only circumstance that seems opposed to the supposi- 
tion is, that some of the statements made with regard to 
persecutions of Christians appear more suited to the times 
of Marcus Antoninus^ : but the answer to this is obvious ; 
namely, that the statements made in the first Apology with 
regard to the ill treatment of Christians are as strong as any 
in the second™. 

Most of the earliest of the modern critics, among them 
Valesius, Pearson, Fell, and Dodwell, solved the problem which 
the two Apologies present, by attempting to prove that 
Eusebius was wrong in assigning the second Apology to the 

^ ApoL iL c. 2, p. 42 C. 

> See Neander's Church History, vol. ii. p. 416. ™ See cc. i and 45. 

VOL. II. G 
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time of Marcus Aurelius^ and that it must have been written 
in the time of Antoninus Pius. Their arguments were can- 
vassed by Dupin, Pagi, and Tentzel"^. In more recent times 
the o))inion lias been maintained again by Neander, who 
supposes that the true relation of the two Apologies to each 
other had in the time of Eusebius already become confused**. 

Sealiger, in his Animadversions on the Chronicle of Eu- 
sebius", maintained, as I have done, that the second Apology 
mentioned by Eusebius is now lost; but he incorrectly re- 
garded the so-called second Apology as an introduction to 
the first. Papebroch agreed with him. Almost all recent 
critics have regarded this opinion as completely refuted. They 
take their stand on their interpretation of Eusebius, zsA 
especially on his quotation from the second Apology in Eccl. 
Hist. iv. 1 6. Aube, however, maintains that the second 
Apology was addressed to Antoninus Pius and Marcus 
Aurelius, and tries to prove, principally from conjectures with 
regard to Lollius Urbicus and Junius Rusticus, that it was 
written towards the end of i6o or the beginning of i6i^ 
Thirlby seems to aflSrm the opinion which I have maintained. 
In a note on the passage in which the pious emperor is 
mentioned, he says, " Pagium aliosque viros doctissimos 
vehementer errare puto qui Marcum hie designari arbitrantur. 
Nam ut alia multa mittam, et concedam Marcum in nummis 
et veteribus inscriptionibus Pium vocari (quod tamen ad- 
dubito an ita sit) banc apologiam continue post alteram 
iisdemque imperantibus scriptam esse, tota ipsa apologia 
clamat^." 

Justin, then, wrote two Apologies ; one of which was ad- 
dressed to Antoninus Pius, and the other to Marcus Aurelius. 
The latter has been lost. We have now to ascertain the date 
of the former. We know for certain that it was written in 
the reign of Antoninus Pius. More minute information can 
be got only from an examination of the work itself. The 

™ See Grabe, Spicileg. ii. p. 144, who gives a rdsumd of arguments and 
replies. " Church History, vol. ii. p. 417. ** p. 219. 

P pp. 65-76. <» p. no, note 22. 
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various parts of the work that afford, or are supposed to 
afford data, are the following : — 

I . The address, which runs thus : " To the emperor Titus 
-ZElius Adrianus Antoninus Pius Augustus Caesar, and to 
Verissimus his son, philosopher, and to Lucius, the son by 
nature of a Csesar, a philosopher and the adopted son of Pius, 
a lover of instruction, and to the holy senate, and to the 
whole people of the Romans/^ The inference from this pas- 
sage with regard to the date is based on the supposition that 
Justin would be very particular in giving to the persons ad- 
dressed all their titles. Now Justin does not call Marcus 
Antoninus Csesar; and therefore the Apology must have 
been written before Marcus was made Csesar, that is, before 
139. So strong has this argument been felt to be, that the 
only possible way that has been devised to evade it is to 
change the text, and by hook or crook to attach the title 
Csesar to Verissimus. The objections are worthless which 
are urged against the mode of address, on the supposition 
that the Apology was written in 138 or 139. Lucius, it is 
said, could not be called philosopher, for he would be only 
in his eighth or ninth year. But then the Christians, and 
even the heathens, used the word ^ lover of wisdom^ (<^iXo- 
<To<f>os) in a wide sense. We shall have abundant instances 
from Christian writers, in which they speak of even the most 
ignorant becoming philosophers when they embrace Chris- 
tianity. Capitolinus also, in his Life of Marcus Aurelius^^, 
says of him, that he was when a boy a great student of 
philosophy ; and consequently there is nothing incongruous 
in the application of the term to Lucius. There is, moreover, 
a mode of escape from the difficulty ; for several manuscripts 
of Eusebius read <l>iKo<r6<l>ov Kalaapos <f)v<r€i vl(a, ' son of the 
philosophic Csesar.' The other reading, however, is unques- 
tionably to be preferred^. 

Moreover, the epithet ^ fond of instruction,' or ^ fond of 
learning,^ as the words ipaarri^ waiSctas in this connection 

»■ c. a. 

* See Justini AfologisB, edidit Jo. Braunius, Bonnae i860, p. 77. 

G2 
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are perhaj)s mure proj>erly traiiBlated^ is very applicable to 
the tender veai*s ol* Lucius. 

Still the argument is not a satisfactory one. Justin men- 
tions none of the honorary titles which had been conferred 
on Marcus Aurelius, though, long before he had received the 
title of Ciesar, he had been exalted to the highest dignities. 
And, moreover, the Apology seems to intimate that there 
was more than one responsible power in the state, for it is 
addressed to kings and rulers of men. ^^ We serve you gladly," 
he says, " in other matters, acknowledging that you are 
kings and rulers of men, and praying that you may be found 
to possess sound reason in connection with your kingly 
power*.^' Again he says, " Let it be your part, as powerful 
kings, to examine if we have been taught, and now teach, 
these things truly ".^^ It is diflicult to imagine that Justin 
would thus have applied the title of king to Marcus Aurelius, 
if that prince had not been joined with Antoninus in the 
exercise of regal power. And, as we have seen, in the second 
Apology the philosophic son of CsBsar is coupled with the 
pious emperor, when a judgment that would bring disgrace 
on the government is referred to'f. 

2. Justin mentions Marcion as being still alive, and says 
of him that, " through the help of demons, he has made many 
throughout every race of men (Kara itav yivos ai;Op<i'n(av) 
speak blasphemies y.^^ Justin refers to him again in c. 58, 
and there also affirms that many followed him. We thus know 
that Marcion before this Apology was written had already 
considerable success in propagating his opinions. Unfor- 
tunately, however, we are at a loss to fix the date of Marcion, 
our information being either too indefinite or contradictory. 
Irenseus says^ that he succeeded Cerdo, who is supposed to 
have come to Rome in a.d. 138, and that he flourished under 
Anicetus. This is the only satisfactory information which 
we have with regard to the date of Marcion, the statements 
of Tertullian and Clemens being either manifest errors, or 
the text of them corrupt. Clemens seems to intimate that 

* Apol. i. c. 17. " Ibid. c. 14. » Ibid. ii. c. 2. > c. 26, * III. iv. 3. 
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Marcion lived at Rome in the time of Antoninus Pius, but 
his statement can be admitted as probable only after several 
emendations. Even those of Irenajus are satisfactory on the 
supposition that there is something like correctness in the 
dates usually assigned to Cerdo and Anicetus. 

3. The third circumstance that affords a clue to the date 
is the mention of the Jewish war, conducted by Barchochebas, 
as having now taken place [kv r^ vvv y€y€vrjfx4v(a iroA^pia)*). 
This is an indefinite statement, and it has to be taken into 
account that he uses similar language in the Dialogue with 
Trypho^, {rbv vvv y€v6fX€vov ixoXe/utor) . Equally indefinite is 
the allusion to the deification of Antinous^. 

4. The fourth clue to a date runs thus : " That none may 
say that we assert that the Christ was born 150 years before, 
in the time of Cyrenius, &c., and hence object that all the men 
bom before this time were not responsible, let us first solve 
the difficulty <*/' All that we learn from this is, that Justin, 
according to his method of estimating, supposed about 150 
years in round numbers to have elapsed from the birth of 
Christ. Particular stress cannot be laid on such a statement. 

These are the principal circumstances which throw light 
on the date. Unfortunately the light is very small. The 
first points to the year 138 or 139 a.d., an auspicious time for 
the presentation of an Apology, as Antoninus had just at- 
tained to the imperial dignity. This date has, moreover, the 
Chronicle of Eusebius in its favour, for this work sets down 
the Apology as written in the third year of the reign of 
Antoninus Pius, a.d. 140. Still, as we have seen, the infer- 
ence drawn from the inscription is more than nullified by 
statements in the Apology itself, and a later date is more 
suitable to the expression ^philosopher^ applied to Lucius, 
though far from necessary. The second points to a later date 
than 139; and the fourth is favourable to such a supposition. 
The two circumstances mentioned in the third, on the other 
hand, suit better the earlier date, though not incompatible 
with the lat^r. On the whole, then, the evidence may be 

• c. 31. *> c. I. c c. 29. ^ C. 46. 
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taken to point to somewhere about the middle of the reign 
of Antoninus Pius*^. 

Eusebius states that Justin \\Tote his first Apology at 
Rome^ The statement, as we have seen, probably applies 
to both the documents which have come down to us. 

With regard to the real second Apology we know nothing 
but what Kuscbins informs us. As we have said already, 
Justin ai)i)ears to have wTitten it immediately before he 
suffered martyrdom in the reig-n of Marcus Aurelius. 

IV. THE DIALOGUE WITH TRYPHO. 

The genuineness of the Dialogue with Trypho has been 
attested in the most satisfactory manner by Eusebius. That 
historian not merely mentions the work, but he mentions 
various parts of the work, which are all found in the Dialogue 
now extant. He tells us that Justin showed in what manner 
the divine favour had urged him on to the word of faiths; 
how the Jews plotted against the Christians** ; that prophetic 
gifts lasted till his time*; that he made mention of the 
Apocalypse of John''; and that he stated that certain pas- 
sages of Scripture had been erased from their copies by the 
Jews'. The testimony of Eusebius is repeated by Jerome 
and confirmed by Photius. In addition to this, the work 
bears the strongest marks of being a production of the 
second century. We have seen already that it agrees with 
Barnabas and Tertullian in some peculiar representations of 
Jewish ceremonies. Semisch has collected several remarkable 
coincidences with this Dialogue in the writings of Irenseus 
and Tertullian, some of which are rather to be taken as 

« Yolkmar, in an article on Uie date of Justin, has come to the conclusion 
that both Apologies of Justin were written under Antoninus Pius, about the 
year 1 50. This I learn from Baur, Das Christen thum der drei ersten Jahrh. 
p. 440, note a. Yolkmar^s article and his arguments are unknown to me, 
except what I gather from Hort's article. Grabe states the arguments for the 
later date ably. Dupin and Papebroch were of the same opinion. Grabe, 
Spicil. Fol. ii. p. 151. 

' Hist. Eccl. iv. II. » c. 2. *> c. 17. * c. 39. 

^ C.81. ' 0. 71. 
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quotations than coincidences. Its whole turn of thought, its 
explanations of Scripture, and its views of heathenism, are 
peculiarly of the second century. Besides this, there is a 
very great similarity between its style and that of the 
Apologies. The writer, indeed, has to look at matters from 
a different point of view ; as in the Apologies he attempted 
to convince the Greeks, in the Dialogue he tries to win over 
the Jews. But the opinions expressed are substantially the 
same, and some of the expressions, such as the use of ra iTTOfxin)' 
fxavcvixara tQv dirooroAo)!; for the gospels, occur in the longer 
Apology and in the Dialogue, and in no other writer what- 
soever. The quotations from the Old Testament, moreover, 
occasionally agree in readings that are either peculiar or 
found nowhere else. Especially as far as Justin himself is 
concerned, everything is harmonious. He is represented in 
the one and the other as of the race of the Samaritans ; as a 
heathen originally, and as especially delighting in the Platonic 
doctrines before his conversion. The writer also, as we have 
seen already, alludes to his having addressed the emperor 
in writing. In fact, the more thorough the examination of 
the Dialogue has been, the more numerous are tlie tokens 
of Justin's authorship. Notwithstanding this, there have 
been several who have disputed the genuineness of the Dia- 
logue*", but all on such grounds as are utterly flimsy and 
unsubstantial, with the exception of those of Wetstein. That 
great scholar in the Prolegomena to his edition of the Greek 
Testament stated that he had observed that Justin's quota- 
tions from the Old Testament agree more nearly with the 
Hexaplar edition of Origen than with the Septuagint, and 
that Justin used some other version of Daniel, perhaps that 
of Symmachus. Wetstein draws no inference from this facty 
as he believed it to be, but hoped learned men would see 
to it. Supposing that it were a fact, it would by no means 
impair the genuineness of the Dialogue. We should simply 

™ The objections of Koch and Lange are refuted by Otto in his work, De 
Justini Martyris Scriptis et Doctrina, scripait Joann. Carol. Theod. Otto, 
.Tense 1841. 
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learn that transcribers had taken the liberty of altering the 
quotations of Scripture, as they were rather apt to do ; and 
til ere is no doubt that some of the quotations as they now 
stand have been altered by transcribers". The genuineness 
of the Dialogue rests on too strong a basis to be so easily 
overwhelmed. But the fact has been very much disputed. 
There is not such a complete agreement of Justin's quotations . 
with the Hoxapla as Wetstein represented. We have not 
a sure guarantee for the text of the Septuagint until the 
time of Origen, and it is possible that Justin's quotations 
may have harmonized with the ante-Origenian text more 
than they do with the post-Origenian text. We know that 
Justin frecjucntly quoted from memory. We know also that 
Justin was very suspicious of the Jews and their dealings 
with the Bible, and this suspicion does not seem to have been 
confined to him. The early Christians would therefore take 
every means to get the right translation and a true copy 
of the Scriptures, and, consequently, there would be many 
emendations and corrections of the current copies, of which 
Justin would become aware in his intercourse with Christian 
men. These oral corrections, no doubt, Theodotion and 
Symmachus would be also aware of, and would adopt in 
their new version". 

A very important question in connection with the Dialogue 
is, whether we are to regard its form as real or fictitious. 
It unquestionably looks like an imitation of a dialogue of 
Plato or of Cicero, as has been remark edP, and hence some 
have regarded the whole clothing of the work as purely 
fictitious. This procedure at once destroys its historical 
value with regard to Justin's own history. But, whatever 
look it may at first sight have, a nearer inspection of the 
work leads to a belief in the reality of the narrative. The 
exact agreement, already mentioned, between the statements 
with regard to Justin's history in the Apologies and the 
Dialogue, must be taken into consideration. There are 

" Semisch, vol. i. p. 87. 

See Semisch, vol. i. p. 83, and Kaye, p. 20, note. p Kaye, p. 19. 
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several very unartistie references to the conversations held 
the previous day, the dialogue extending over two days. 
For no reason that can be given, several come alongside 
Trypho, to meet Justin on the second day, and Justin gives 
the name of only one of them, Mnaseas. Besides this, the 
whole looks like a report of a dialogue, for Justin in narrating 
it forgets parts of it, and then when he comes to some other 
part that is connected with them by some association, he 
speaks as if he had written them fully out. To gratify his 
new-come friends on the second day, he needlessly rehearses 
some things abeady discussed. These and suchlike slight 
circumstances, combined with the utterly unartistie setting 
of the work, scarcely permit us to doubt that Justin relates 
a real conversation. 

Eusebius speaks of Trypho as being a very illustrious Jew. 
According to the Dialogue^, he fled from his country on 
account of a war which had just taken place, and spent a 
great deal of his time in listening to Greek philosophers. This 
is all we know of him, though modern scholars have been 
very busy in conjecturing who he was. Grabe identified him 
with a renowned rabbi; but, unfortunately, every reference 
to him in the Dialogue shows that he was not a teacher, 
but one of the taught'. The Dialogue was addressed to one 
Marcus Pompeius^, of whom also we know nothing. Con- 
jecture has been also rife about him, and has even been 
employed in changing his name, and making him into two 
person^^. 

It is impossible to fix the date of the composition of the 

Dialogue. The only indication of a date is that already 

mentioned, that it was posterior to the longer Apology*. 

The Dialogue itself took place shortly after the conclusion 

of a Jewish war", which most scholars have taken to be the 

war of Barchochebas, but a considerable interval may have 

« c. I, p. 21 7 D. 

' Dial- c. Trypho, c. 9, p. 226 C ; c. 38, p. 256 B; c. 62, p. 285 B. 
» c. 8, p. 225 D, and c. 141, p. 371 B. 

* Some suppose a reference also to the shorter Apology, c. 15 in c. 120, but 
this is doubtful. " c. i, p. 217 D. 
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olaptfod b«*t\veen the holdings of the conversation and the 
narrating of it. 

The Dialofj^ue, as it has come down to us, seems to be 
defective in s«>nie parts. The writer mentions that the con- 
versation histcd for two da vs. vet he nowhere tells us where 
the first day's conversatir>n ends and the second day's begins. 
Some have supposed tliat tlie jiart of the Dialogue which did 
this has been lost. Some suppose that the part lost is con- 
siderable, otliei*s tliat it is very small. It is possible that 
Justin gave a very confusi»il account of the accessories, and 
that we have the Dialogue just as he wrote it, w^th the 
exception of two or three lines, where there is an evident 
gap. Against this notion, however, we have to take into 
account that Photius says that the Dialogue was divided 
into two parts, and that in John of Damascus's Parallels, 
p. 754, a passage Irom c. 82 is said to be taken from the 
second book to Trypho'^. Maranus supposes a gap some- 
where between cc. 70 and 78 ; and mentions ce. 78, 84, 92, 118, 
as repetitions of discussions in the previous part. Maranus's 
opinion is that the work is on the whole as Justin wrote 
it ; that the gap at c. 74 is very slight (verba desunt pau- 
cissima) ; and that we have similar instances of conversations 
going on as one, while it is mentioned that they continued 
for several days, in Plato's Republic, and especially in Dia- 
logus de Vita S. Joannis Chrysostomi inter Palladium Epi- 
scopum et Theodoretum Diacoimmy. 

The objections which may be urged against the genuineness 
of cc. 80 and 81 \\ill be presented in the discussion of Justin's 
opinions in regard to the Millennium. 

V. THE DISCOURSE TO THE GREEKS. 

A small tractate has come down to us, under the title Aoyos 
TTpbs "EAArjras, bearing the name of Justin. Eusebius, Jerome^ 
and Photius, as we have seen, mention such a discourse, but 

' )8' \6you. This, however, may be a mistake for ^ta\6yov. 
J In Praif. xc, xci. 
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the two characteristic traits which Eusebius gives of the 
work are not found in that now extant. Eusebius says that 
in the treatise Justin had "a long discussion on matters 
which occupied the minds of Christians and Greek philo^ 
sophers/' Now the discussion in the extant work is not 
long, and it does not meddle with most matters about which 
the Greek philosophers showed anxiety. Eusebius farther 
remarks, that it discussed the nature of the demons (twit 
baifiovoiv), and in this representation Jerome and Photius 
agpree. The extant work is certainly entirely occupied with 
the character of the Greek deities, which the Christian writers 
very often styled oi baC^xovcs, and so far it corresponds with 
the description. But it seems very unlikely that a mere 
exhibition of the character of the Greek gods would be de- 
scribed by any such terms as n^pl (fyvaeois tC^v baifxoifoav ; that 
the word <^v(Tt9 would be chosen for such an exhibition ; and 
that the word baC^ioves would be selected without some 
qualification, especially when the word does not once occur 
in the work itself. There seems, therefore, to us to be no 
external evidence for the genuineness of the extant work. 

The internal evidence amounts to almost nothing. None 
of the few ideas of the work are inconsistent with its being 
a production of the second century, and there is nothing to 
attach it especially to Justin. The few points which have 
been adduced to show that the work is not Justin^s are far 
from satisfactory; but, on the whole, the probability rests 
on that side. Thus it has been objected, that the writer of 
the extant work traces his acceptance of Christianity to his 
abhorrence of the character of the gods. But the writer 
makes no such assertion as is attributed to him. His word^ 
are : " Do not suppose that my separation from your customs 
is unreasonable and unthinking, for I found in them nothing 
that was holy or acceptable to God^." Here the writer simply 
states, as a reason for the Greeks not looking on his conduct 
as irrational, that when his mind was led to examine Greek 
customs, he perceived that they were not holy. This would 
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not prevent him from having had his attention brought to 
the subject by an old man^ or having the power of Chris- 
tianity <lemonstrated to him by the patience of Christians. 
There is thert»fore no force in this objection. 

Nor is there any force in the objection, that in the Dialogue 
with Tryplio Justin represents Christianity as the only true 
j)hilo8()phy ; while in the Aoyoy, Christianity is said not to 
make philosophers*'. Both statements are strictly true and 
harmonious. Christianity did not make philosophers^ ''or 
j>oetK, or clever orators." Its function was not intellectual, 
but it made " mortals immortal/' as the Aoyos goes onto sav, 
" and men gods." Yet, at the same time, the writer of the 
Ao'yos would not have hesitated to say that in making mortals 
immortals it showed itself a truer philosophy than the cleverest 
inventions of Greek wisdom. 

Nor, again, is there any contradiction in the writer's belief 
with regard to a future state and that of Justin. Justin 
unquestionably believed in an intermediate state ; but when 
the writer of the Ao'yos says that the soul at death goes to 
Him that made it, he uses language which Justin himself 
would no doubt have used, for it rtccurs in the New Testa- 
ment, and >vas common with Christians. Justin himself 
uses similar language in Apol. ii. c. 2, for he tells us that 
Lucius knew that by his death "he was freed from such 
wicked rulers, and was going to the Father and King of 
Heaven." 

The only considerations that are of any weight are that 
the style is somewhat different, not in mere words only 
but in character, and that there is an absence of many phrases 
and turns of thought which we should have expected Justin 
to use in treating of such a subject. The difference of the 
character of the style, however, may be accounted for mainly 
by the close contact into which the writer comes with poets, 
and the absence of Justinian modes of thought is easily ex- 
plained by the shortness of the work and the fewness of the 
thoughts in it. Even if this were not the case, we have 
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already remarked bow unsatisfactory inferences from style and 
thought genei'ally are. 

Cureton publishes in his Spicilegium Syriaeum a Syriac 
translation of the Discourse. It is not exactly the same. 
The Syriac omits some parts of the Greek, and introduces 
small portions not found there. The inscription in the Syriac 
is : " Hypomnemata, which Ambrose, a chief man of Greece, 
wrote : who became a Christian : and all his fellow-senators 
raised a clamour against him : and he fled from them, and 
wrote and showed them all their folly : and at the beginning 
of his discourse he answered and said^/^ Cureton thinks that 
the Ambrose here mentioned " can hardly be understood to 
be any other than the friend and disciple of Origen, whom 
Epiphanius designates as one of those illustiious in the palaces 
of kings ^.'^ But neither Eusebius, nor Jerome, nor Epi- 
phanius, all of whom mention Ambrose, say one word with 
regard to Ambrose's being in Greece. On the contrary, they 
could not have heard such a story as that given in the Syriac, 
for they say that he was a Marcionite or Sabellian, and that 
Origen convinced him of his error in Alexandria®. 

The inscription in the Syriac, therefore, merely gives a 
name of which we know nothing ; and it may be questioned 
how far any reliance could be placed on the Syriac, if the 
name had told us more. 

The Discourse commences with the statement that the 
speaker's departure from the customs of the Greeks was 
not unreasonable ; for the writings of their poets were monu- 
ments of madness and impurity. A woman is the beginning 
and end of both Iliad and Odyssey^; Hesiod^s "Works and 
Days '' and his " Theogony '' contain vile stories, and the 
characters of the heroes and gods in them, as also in the 
dramatised histories, are full of inconsistencies and fearful 
moral blemishes ?. Any one who imitated the conduct of the 
gods now, would be condemned by every one^. The Greeks 

* p. 6i. •* Preface, p. xii. 

• See Eus. Hist. Eccl. vi. i8 ; Hieronym. De lUustr. Vir. c. 56 ; Epiph. 
Pan. Hser. 64. 3. 

' c. I. 8 cc. a, 3, •» c. 4. 
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fihould tlu»n»ton.» i»oine and Ikj instructed by divine truth. 
The Aoyos concludes with the following beautiful passage, 
which hof; Ikwu translated by Neander : " The power of the 
Lo(^s does not produce ]>oets ; it does not create philosophers^ 
nor a])le orators ; but by instructing us it makes of mortal 
men immortal l>eingR, and converts mortals into gods. It 
transjMirts us fn)m the earth beyond the limits of Olympus. 
Come and submit yourselves to its influence. Become as 
I am, for I too was as you are. This has conquered me — the 
divinity of the doctrine, the power of the Logos ; for as a 
master seq>ent-charmer lures and frightens the hideous rep- 
tile from his den, so the Word expels the fearfril passions 
of our sensual nature from the most secret recesses of the 
soul. And the cravings of lust having once been banished, 
the soul becomes calm and serene, and, delivered from the 
evil which had cleaved to it, returns to its Creator.'' 



VI. ox THE MONARCHY OR UNITY OP GOD. 

We have already seen that Eusebius, Jerome, and Photius 
mention a treatise by Justin with this name. The only 
characteristic of the work which Eusebius gives us is in 
these words : ^Hi; ov fxovov iK tQv it op* f/fiXv ypa(f>&v iWh koX 
iK T&v *E\\rjvi,K<av (rvvCar-qat ^ifikltav. These words have been 
supposed to admit of a double translation ; either, ' The unity 
of God, which he proves not only from the writings which 
we (Christians) have, but also from Greek books,' or 'The 
unity of God, which he not only does not prove from the 
writings which we have, but proves it even from Greek 
writings.' The latter translation is unquestionably wrong, 
and would not have been devised but under the pressure of 
necessity. There can be no doubt that Eusebius never uses 
ov yjovov — AAAa Koi as equal to 'not only not — ^but even*.' 

^ Prud. Mar. Prsef. p. Ixxii., adduces some passages from Justin, one from 
Athenagoras (Leg. i), and one from Tatian (c. 36). Those from Justin are 
unsatisfactory — the others are all doubtful — and, at all events, he makes no 
attempt to prove that such was the usage of Eusebius. 
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There remains therefore for us only the former, which leaves 
us the following alternative,-— either the work now extant is 
not the work of Justin, or it is not complete ; for it does not 
contain a single reference to the '^ Scriptures used by us/' It 
appeals to the Greek writings alone, and very frequently to 
forgeries among the Greek writings. As there is not the 
slightest token that the work is incomplete, the most likely 
alternative is that this is not the work of Justin. Some 
indeed have supposed a reference to a previous part in which 
testimonies would be quoted from the Old Testament — but 
the supposition is purely gratuitous. Tlie sentence appealed 
to runs as follows : " I, as I promised a little before, having 
used a god-loving state of mind will use a man-loving voice.'' 
The god-loving mind (^ <^iAo^€os yvdiir}) is absurdly supposed 
to imply that the writer had appealed to Scripture, while the 
man-loving voice {rj <^iXdi;^pa)7ros (fxavrj) is taken to be the 
appeal to the Greek poets. The portion, " as I promised 
before," refers to a sentence occurring a few lines above^. 

Critics used to lay stress on the circumstance that the text 
of Eusebius called the work TT€pl Geov fiovapxCas, while the 
inscriptions of the Codd. called it simply irepl fiovap\(as. 
But no stress can be laid on this circumstance, for, in the 
first place, it is not improbable that Eusebius wrote simply 
TT€pl yuovap^ias, since Rulinus does not translate the O^ov', and 
in the second place, the Codex of Weimar designates the 
work " De monarchia Dei 1." 

The internal evidence furnishes us little help. The phrase- 
ology is somewhat different, and the author is supposed to 
express his belief that all the gods were originally men"'. 
He does not, however, give full expression to this theory. 
He makes no mention of the origin of the gods through the 
demons as in the longer Apology, but he speaks of '^ forget- 
fulness transferring to mortals the name which is fit only for 
the one true God''." And he also speaks of the idolatrous 
rites as arising from the great honours paid to mortals of 

^ See Otto, in loc. ; Semisch, vol. i. p. 189. 1 Otto, Prolegomena, p. 20. 
" Semisch, vol. i. p. T92. " c. I. 
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supereminent merit". Both of these statements are in har- 
mony with the Euhemeran theory, but they are not absolutely 
inconsistent with the daemonic. 

The tractate consists mainly of extracts from the Greek 
poets. He introduces the subject in chapter first. In chapter 
second he quotes from^schylus, Sophocles, Philemon, Orpheus, 
and Pythagoras, to show that they recognised but one God ; 
but all the verses have generally been considered spurious. 
In the third chapter he quotes Sophocles, Philemon, and 
Euripides, to prove that they believed that God would 
judge men. In the fourth he quotes Philemon, to prove 
that he thought that libations would not remove the pimish- 
ment. In the fifth he quotes Menander, Euripides, and 
others, to show that they did not believe in the common 
gods ; and the last chapter concludes with some observations 
on the immorality that would accompany an imitation of the 
gods. 

VII. HORTATORY ADDRESS TO THE GREEKS. 

A treatise has come down to us bearing the name of Justin 
styled AJyos 'napaivtriKos irpbs '^EKhrjvas — " A hortatory address 
to the Greeks.'' As both external and internal evidence is 
incapable of settling the authorship satisfactorily, the opinion 
of critics has been divided, some regarding it as a genuine 
work of Justin's, while others have rejected it as spurious. 
In the course of the discussions on this subject many argu- 
ments have been adduced both for and against the genuine- 
ness which are either misunderstandings of the text or false 
assertions, or at the best have no weight. We shall adduce 
those which seem to be of some moment. We think that 
the. internal evidence preponderates against the genuineness, 
but that its force depends considerably on the accumulation 
of slight indications which would be of no great consequence 
if external evidence were in any way decided in its tone. 

The first mention of the Hortatory Discourse by name 
occurs in the Claremont MS. of the '^ Parallels of John of 

® C. I. 
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Damascus P/^ The treatise must therefore have passed by this 
name in the eighth century. 

Those critics who regard the work as Justin's believe that 
they can find notices of it much earlier. In his Hist. Eccl. 
iv. 1 8, Eusebius states that "another work of Justin's has 
also come down to us, addressed to the Greeks, which he 
inscribed ik^yxos, confutation/' Jerome copies this notice; 
and Photius includes among the works of Justin one also 
with the name iktyxos : " There is a fourth treatise of his, 
composed in like manner against the nations, which bears the 
title ikiyxo^^J" Now it is asserted that the title " Confuta- 
tion'' would exactly suit the work which we are discussing, 
while the title '^ Hortatory Address" is not so appropriate. 
We think that this is not a correct statement of the case. 
There is, properly speaking, no refutation of heathenism in 
the treatise. It does not exhibit the absurdities and con- 
tradictions of the Greek religion ; it does not bring to light 
the hideous practices of the gods, and the immorality of their 
rites. The address to the Greeks would be far more appro- 
priately entitled the Confutation than the Hortatory Address. 
On the contrary, it is an exhortation from beginning to end 
to the Greeks to give up the error [itkiivriv) of their ancestors, 
to read the Scriptures, and to learn from them the true piety. 
This exhortation is indeed based on a peculiar line of argu- 
ment. The writer asserts that only inspired men could 
teach true piety. He maintains this by showing in the first 
place that the Greek poets and philosophers contradicted 
themselves and spoke unworthily of the true God; and, in 
the second place, by showing that the best of the Greek 
poets and philosophers had learned part of the wisdom of 
Moses while in Egypt, and that thus what was true in them 
was not their own. He urges them therefore to give heed to 
the books from which Orpheus and Homer, Pythagoras and 
Plato, borrowed their wisdom. Especially does he urge them 
to give heed to the words of the Sibyl, who was inspired to 
foretell the coming of Christ. Such a work can in no proper 

p See Grabe, Spicileg. vol. ii. p. 149. 4 Cod. 125. 
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sense be called a confutation, though it is easy enough to 
suppose that an inaccurate author might have called it by 
this name. As, however, the name " Hortatory Address '' 
is really more appropriate than " Confutation/^ no argument 
can be derived from the name in Eusebius, Jerome, and 
Photius as to the identity of the treatise. 

The only other point of external evidence in regard to 
the treatise is somewhat more important. Photius, in his 
notice of the work of Stephanus Gobarus, adduces as one 
of the contradictions mentioned by that writer, '^ that every- 
thing created is destructible and mortal, but by the will of 
God remains indissoluble and indestructible ; and, on the con- 
trary, that what is destructible by nature cannot be inde- 
structible by the will of God.^^ Then Photius adds that it 
was from Justin Martyr that Stephanus had borrowed this 
opinion, for Justin had had a contest against the Greek 
opinion, and had refuted the opinion of Plato in Timaeus, 
41 B. Then Photius gives the refutation, partly in the words 
of the Hortatory Address^. Now there can be no doubt 
from this passage that Photius had our Hortatory Address 
before him. It is extremely probable that Stephanus Go- 
barus, who lived in the sixth century, also had it. By what 
name was it known ? Photius does not mention a " Hor- 
tatory Address.^^ It is likely, therefore, that he knew it 
under some other name. But here the matter rests. We 
have no clue to its identification under any title. No extract 
is made from it anywhere under the title of lAcyxoy- Photius 
may not have mentioned all the works of Justin which he 
knew. And Photius^s belief in its genuineness is not satis- 
factory evidence to us of that fact, especially when he believed 
some of the undoubtedly spurious works to be genuine. 

The external evidence is therefore next to nothing. If it 
leans on any side, it is on the side of the identity of the 
fAeyxos with the Hortatory Address, and the evidence for 
its genuineness contained in that supposition. 

The indications of the author in the work itself are such 

r Cod. 232, p. 290, a. 20, Bekker. 
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as to lead us to suppose that Justiu did not write it. They 
are not so strong as to warrant the rejection of Justin^s 
authorship^ if that were based on trustworthy historical 
evidence, since strong historical testimony would enable us 
to credit many seeming contradictions and real inconsistencies 
in an author. But when historical testimony fails us, and we 
are left to the simple impression which the style and thoughts 
make on us, every divergence weighs in the scale against the 
sameness of authorship. 

The circumstances that tell in favour of Justin^s authorship 
are few. The writer of the Hortatory Address was a heathen, 
and so was Justin. Curiously enough, the passage which 
proves that he was not a Jew was frequently adduced to 
show that he was one. It runs thus : " On account of the 
judgment which is to take place after the end of this life, 
which judgment is proclaimed beforehand not only by our 
ancestors according to God, both prophets and lawgivers, but 
even by those who are reckoned wise among you, not poets 
only but also philosophers * -," {fjv ov fxdvov oi fffxirepoL Kara Oebv 
'jrpoKrjfy6TTova-i TTp6yovoi). The writer calls prophets and law- 
givers his ancestors, and hence it has been inferred that he 
was a Jew. But we have seen already in many cases how 
fallacious such an inference is, and we shall have occasion 
oftener than once to note subsequently that Christians of 
every nation recognised their forefathers in Old Testament 
saints. The writer, however, does not on the present occasion 
leave us in any ambiguity, for he expressly says, '' our ances- 
tors according to God,^' (Kara O^Sv irpoyovoi). The necessity 
of joining icara Oeov with 'npoyovoi is apparent from the ab- 
surdity of the only other possible construction, Kara O^hv 
irpoKripvirew. And farther on we have the expression tQv 
Kara 0€ov TTpoy6v<av, where no alternative is admissible. The 
mode of expression is so precise that the writer would scarcely 
have used it had the prophets been his progenitors according 
to the flesh. In another passage he seems also to hint his 
Gentile up-bringing. '^ I deem it proper,^^ he says, " to 

' c. I, p. I c. 
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tell you at present what I formerly heard people among you 
saying with regard to them, [oracles] *." 

There is a striking similarity between a passage in the 
Cohortatio^ and the so-called second Apology ^ on the im- 
j)()ssibility of giving a projwr name to God. Tlie argument 
adduced bv both is that there must be some one older than 
the person to bt»stow the proper name on him. But no one 
is older than God. Tliis coincidence favours Justin^s author- 
ship, but it can count only for very little. The author of the 
Hortatory Address may have hit on the same idea without 
any knowlwlge of Justin^s work ; or he may have borrowed 
it directlv from Justin. 

The third point that might be adduced in favour of Justin's 
authorship is a sujiposed reference in the Hortatory Address 
to the Apology. The writer remarks, in continuation of the 
subject noticed above, the namelessness of God. ''On this 
account, therefore, as I said before, God mentions no name 
when he sends Moses to the Hebrews^.'' Otto refers the 
words " as I said before^^ to the second Apology. But if 
we can find a passage in the work itself (o which we may 
refer the words, there is no need of going beyond it. And 
such a passage does occur in the end of the twentieth chapter^, 
where he quotes the words " I am that I am,'^ and says that 
Plato understood that God did not speak his own proper name 
to Moses in so calling Himself. 

Another consideration, which would be of some consequence 
were the external evidence good, is that there is nothing in 
the treatise which is opposed to the notion of its being written 
in the second century j and its whole style of thought and 
reasoning belongs more especially to the second or third 
century. This circumstance, however, counts for nothing if 
historical testimony fails us. 

We shall now state the indications contained in the treatise 
that Justin was not the author. 

The first point is, that the phraseology is considerably dif- 
ferent from that employed either in the Apologies or in the 

* c. I r, p. 12 A. " c. 21. ' c. 6. ^ c. 21, p. 19 C. * p, 19 B. 
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Dialogue with Trypho. The Hortatory Address runs on 
much more smoothly. It is altogether more polished ; there 
is little of the tortuosity which distinguishes both the 
Apologies and the Dialogues. There is, moreover, a constant 
repetition of set phrases rarely or never used in the un- 
doubtedly genuine works. The most striking of the pecu- 
liarities of language are the following : the frequent use of 
substantives in orriSy the use of dprjcrK^Ca, O^oaifitia, and dAry^^s 
or 6p6i] tvcrifiiia for the Christian religion , the designation 
of the heathen by ol i^oaOev ttjs Tuieripas OeoarePeCas or Oprj- 
cKcCas; the jfrequent combinations avayKoiov vTTopLPrjcrai, olko- 
\ov6ov vTTopLinjarai, &c. ; the constant conjunction of aac^ws and 
<t>av€pGis ; and the frequent recurrence of the particle rolvvv > . 
The uncertainty of building any definite conclusion on such 
a foundation is generally recognised by critics. A writer^s 
style, especially his use of certain words and phrases, depends 
very much on his mood, on the books he has last read, and 
a thousand other circumstances which change with the lapse 
of time. Still, in the absence of external evidence, it will 
have some weight, however slight. 

The sources to which the writer ajiplied for information, if 
we knew more about them, might help us to a conclusion. 
What we do know amounts to the following. 

In his account of the opinions of ancient philosophers, 
the writer has extracted largely, and often word for word, 
from the treatise De Placitis Philosophorum^. This treatise 
has come down to us under the name of Plutarch, but the 
absence of all allusion to it by Plutarch when he might have 
referred to it, contradictions between its statements and 
those of his genuine works, with similar circumstances, have 
led most critics to believe that it is not the production of 
the Chseronean Plutarch, but of some later and less cultivated 
man », Now were we to suppose the writer to be the son of 

y These and others are given very fully by Semisch, vol. i. p. 138, from 
whom I have taken them. ■ Coh. ad Graec. c. 3. 

» See Vossius, De Hist. Grsec. lib. ii. c. 10, and Jonsius, De Script. Hist. 
Phil. lib. iii. c. 6. 
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Plutarch, as some have done, we should deem it extremely 
unlikely that the work of a contemporary of Justin should ob- 
tain such currency as to be used by him. But the probability 
is, that it was the work of a Plutarch who flourished some 
time after the son of Plutarch. 

In the Hortatory Address occur sentences nearly word for 
word the same as some found in a passage extracted from 
the Chronicon of Africanus by Eusebius*'. The resemblance 
between the passages is so great, that there is no avoiding 
the conclusion that either Africanus borrowed from the Hor- 
tatory Address, or the writer of the Hortatory Address had 
before him the work of Africanus. It is a very delicate pro- 
blem indeed to settle which was the borrower. To me the 
evidence, such as it is, seems to lie on the side of the Chronicon 
of Africanus being the original, and the sentences of the 
Hortatory Address being borrowed from it. The reasons for 
this supposition are several. In the first place, the writer 
expressly draws attention to the fact that Greek chronology 
proved that Moses was older than the oldest of the Greek 
poets or wise men. Justin believed this fact, but he did not 
attempt to demonstrate it. If he had done so, he would have 
been the first. And no doubt if he had been the first, many 
of the Christian chronologists would have assigned him the 
honour, and Africanus would in all probability have mentioned 
the circumstance, and in no place would he have done it 
more appropriately than where he was quoting his exact 
words. On the other hand, the Hortatory Address is a mere 
speech. No one expects in it the precision of an inquiry like 
that of Africanus, and therefore the writer might well enough 
omit all mention of the works from which he was borrowing. 
In the second place, the identical portions form a necessary 
and essential portion of the work of Africanus, while in the 
Hortatory Address they might easily have been omitted or 
altered to any extent. In the third place, a minute examina- 
tion of the passages leads to the suspicion that the writer 
of the Hortatory Address had adapted the words of Africanus 

*> Prwi). Evang. lib. x. c. lo ; Eouth, Reliq. vol. ii. p. 269. 
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to his own purpose. We shall present the reader with most 
of the passages, that he may judge for himself. 

The first we adduce contains an opinion on chronological 
affairs which it is likely only a chronologer would adopt, or 
one who had the results of chronological investigations before 



him : — 

Cohort, c. xii. 

&KKo»s T6 ovfi\ TovTO ayvo^tv vfias 
irpotr^Kfi on ov8iv "EAAijCi irph rwp 
oKufiTidSatv iucpifih i(rr6priTcu, ouS* ^<m 
ri a-^yypafifia ira\cu6yf 'EWiivwy fj fiap- 
fidpwy (njficuyoy irpa^iy. 



African US. 

fiexpi M^*' "^^f^ *0\vfjiwidi8<av oif^lv 
iucpifih t<TT6prrrai to7j *'EA.A.T7(ri, wdyrwy 
av7iccxv/AcVa)i' Kal kot^ (jlti^^v aurois 
Tuy vpoTov avfupcifvoiyruy. 



That there is a verbal copy of the one writer by the other 
in this passage can scarcely be doubted ; for the opinion given 
is a remarkable one, and the exact coincidence in the use of 
hKpi^is and the dative "EAAryo-i is striking. The reasons for 
regarding Africanus as the original are several. The words 
have a more appropriate meaning in his work. They are 
employed to state that in regard to the period before the 
Olympiads it is impossible to settle the chronology accurately ^ 
for all is confusion; and the writer goes on to show how 
accuracy was introduced into chronology by the Olympiads. 
The writer of the Hortatory Address adduces the words in 
tlie course of an argument in which he maintains that the 
Greeks had no history so old as that of Moses. The accuracy 
of the historical details of the later Greek historians was not 
a matter of consequence to him as it was to Africanus. His 
argument rests far more on the latter clause of his sentence, 
that there was no writing which detailed the exploits of 
Greeks or barbarians before the Olympiads. Whether the 
writer of the Hortatory Address would reckon the poems of 
Homer among ovyypci/ui/uiaTa, or whether he would confine the 
term to purely historical works, we cannot decide. But even 
were we to suppose that Homer was reckoned among the 
historical writers, the author of the Hortatory Address might 
have placed him after the Olympiads. At all events, he 
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places him after the time of L»aiah<^^ by the supposition that 
Homer borrowed from Isaiah. And thus the statement which 
he makeB he would regard as strictly true and condusiYe 
])roof that there was no history so old as that of Moses. 

The second seuteuce which we quote is a clearer proof that 
the writer of the Hortatory Address borrowed fix>m Africanus. 
The writer of the Hortatory Address wishes to prove that 
Moses was older than any Greek writer whatever. In proof 
oi* this assertion^ he states that the Greek histories make men- 
tion of Moses as the leader of the Jews in the time of Ogyges 
and Inachus. He proceeds <*, " For thus Polemon in the fint 
book of hU Hellenic histories mentions^ and Apion the son of 
Posidonius In his book against the Jews, and in the fourth of 
his histories, says^ that in the time of Inachus king of ArgoSy 
while Atnasis was king of Egypt, the Jews revolted, whose leader 
was Moses, And Ptolemceus the Mendesian, who relates the 
history of the Egyptians, agrees with all these" The words 
in italics are the same with those in Africanus. This part 
of the passage might fairly enough occur in the Hortatory 
Address before its appearance in the Chronicon of Africanus ; 
but it is surprising that Africanus, who knew these matters 
very profoundly, should find himself minutely anticipated 
in his investigations. It is a curious circumstance, too, 
that the writer of the Hortatory Addi-ess does not introduce 
the name of Herodotus, to whom Africanus appeals in a 
sentence placed between the two sentences quoted above. 
This is all the more curious that, in regard to Herodotus, 
Africanus was in a mistake. Moreover, the writer of the 
Hortatory Address seems to assume as a fact that the his- 
torians whom he quotes made actual mention of Moses as the 
leader of the Jews. His argument requires this. The argu- 
ment of Africanus throws discredit on this supposition; for 
his object is to show, by summing up the years as given in 
the Greek chronologies, and as given in the Hebrew, that the 
time of Ogyges and Moses coincided. In the present section 
he asserts that some of the Greek writers relate that Moses 
c c. 28, p. 28 C. <* 0. 9. 
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lived at the same time as Ogyges, and he sets about proving 
this by showing that they narrated the revolt of the Jews 
against the Egyptians as taking place in the time of Inaehus. 
His argument is, Moses was leader of the Jews at that time, 
and therefore he must have lived in the time of Inaehus. 
The sentence corresponding to that of Africanus in the 
Hortatory Address is consistent with this argument. The 
concluding words of Africanus are somewhat more precise : 
" Ptolemaeus the Mendesian, relating the history of the 
Egyptians, agrees with all these, so that there is not to any 
extent an important difference in the periods.^^ It is far from 
likely that Ptolemy mentioned Moses in his narrative. The 
writer of the Hortatory Address therefore would seem to have 
mistaken the exact force of the words of Africanus, and to 
have supposed that the writers whom he mentions made use 
of the name of Moses, while they merely afforded data by 
which the time of Moses could be determined. It is not, 
however, to this passage in the Hortatory Address, but to 
the one which immediately follows, that special attention 
should be directed. It runs as follows, allowances being 
made for a somewhat corrupt text : " Moreover those who 
relate the history of the Athenians, Hellanicus and Philo- 
chorus, the latter of whom wrote the deeds of Attica, and 
Castor and Thallus, and Alexander Polyhistor, and also wise 
Philo, and Josephus, who wrote the history of the Jews, 
make mention of Moses as an exceedingly ancient leader of 
the Jews.^^ The striking point about this quotation is that 
there is not the slightest reason to suppose that Hellanicus 
and Philochorus mentioned either Moses or the Jews, and 
it is not likely that Castor and Thallus mentioned the name 
of Moses. It may be well doubted whether Alexander Poly- 
histor did. How then did the writer of the Hortatory 
Address drag in names which as they occur in his writing 
are not the slightest authorities for the statements he makes ? 
The explanation of this is the supposition that he had been 
misled by some book which he had read before. Now, on 
turning to Africanus, we can at once see how he was misled. 
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Atricanus sets out with saying that he will prove by a com- 
parison of periods that Moses flourished in the time of 
O^yges. To lay a sure foundation he inquires into Greek 
clironology, and tries to get a date agreed on by all classes 
of historians. This date is that of Ogyges^ who^ he says> 
nourished 1 200 years before the first Olympiad. '' This is 
asst»rted/' Airicanus goes on, " by those who relate the history 
of the Athenians, Ilellanicus and Philochorus, who wrote the 
work called Atthides, by the historians of Syria, Castor and 
Thallus, and by the general historians, Diodorus who wrote 
* The Libraries,' and Alexander Polyhistor, and by some in 
our day who have recorded things more accurately than all 
the Attic writers put together." Here every name mentioned 
has a special force. The writer of the Hortatory Address 
finding these names in a work which professed to prove the 
very j)oint which he wished to prove, quoted carelessly the 
names which struck his eye or his mind. The omission by 
the writer of the Hortatory Address of the name of Diodorus 
is also striking. The writer omits him expressly, that in a 
few subsequent sentences he might quote him more fully. 
Even this is an indication that the writer of the Hortatory 
Address borrowed from Africanus; for it is far more likely 
that the writer of the Hortatory Address would copy from 
Africanus, and lug in a quotation from Diodorus which he 
had found suitable, than that Africanus would quote from the 
writer of the Hortatory Address, and insert a name which 
would appear afterwards in his argument more appropriately. 

From these quotations, then, the most probable inference 
is that the writer of the Hortatory Address borrowed from 
Africanus, and consequently that the Hortatory Address was 
written later than the work of Africanus, who flourished in 
the beginning of the third century. 

The next quotation which might help to throw light on 
the date of the Hortatory Address is one which is made 
from the Orphic Hymns ^. It consists of a considerable 
number of lines. Clemens Alexandrinus quotes part of the 

«* c. 15. 
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same hymn. So does Cyril of Alexandria. And Eusebius, 
in his Prseparatio Evangelica, extracts the whole hymn a« 
given by the Peripatetic Aristobulus. Lobeck, in his Agla- 
ophamus*', has compared the different versions given by these 
writers, and comes to the conclusion that the fragment in 
Justin was the original form, at least as it appeared in the 
time of Justin ; that Clemens presents it in a somewhat 
interpolated state ; and that the extended copy given by 
Eusebius was the result of very serious interpolations which 
were made by an Aristobulus who lived subsequently to the 
time of Clemens ^ If this conclusion of Lobeck's were a 
well-founded one, it would be a decided argument in favour 
of the Address having appeared some time in the second 
century. But Lobeck^s reason for his opinion is far from 
satisfactory. It is that there are two passages in the version 
of Aristobulus which Justin would have found suitable for 
his purpose, and which therefore he would have used had 
he found them in his text. But these two passages have 
nothing to do with the doctrine which the writer of the Hor- 
tatory Address undertakes to prove, and they are, moreover, 
exceedingly obscure. It is only learned scholars who could 
discover in the words sure references to Abraham g and Moses. 
In fact, Lobeck assumed that the Hortatory Address was 
Justin^s. That circumstance fixed his canons of criticism. 
The shortest form must be older than any of the longer ;* the 
shorter it is, the older is its form. But there are considera- 
tions which might make one hesitate to agree with Lobeck. 
There is, first, the question of the genuineness of the jfragments 
ascribed to Aristobulus. Most critics have now agreed to 
* pp. 438-447- 

' ''In univerBTim igitur sic contendo, Justiniano fragmento omnium brevis- 
simo primigeniam carminis Orphici, qualis quidem illis temporibus fuit, 
formam reprsesentari ; novse interpolationis specimen prsebere exemplimi de- 
mentis, quod Justiniano copiosius est, Aristobuleo adstrictius ; novissimse ac 
gravissimae auctorem esse Aristobulum ilium quem Eusebius introduxit, 
hominem sive Jude&um sive Christianum, Clemen tis certe temporibus pos- 
teriorem." p. 447. 

8 Clemens Alexandrinus supposes the passage to refer to Abraham or his 
son. 
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regard these fragmeute as genuine^. Of course Eusebius 
might alter the form of the quotation to that prevalent in 
his own day. But this is not likely. Now Lobeck's whole 
hypothesis falls to the ground if there is gt>od evidence 
that Aristobulus did not flourish after but before the time of 
Clemens Alexandrinus. Moreover^ it is remarkable that the 
lines omitted by Clemens Alexandrinus^ and by the author 
of the Hortatory Address^ are just the lines which create 
difficulty. The poem as it appears in the Hortatory Address 
is more intelligible than the form that appears in Clemens 
Alexandrinus^ and that in Clemens is more intelligible than 
that in Aristobulus. It is^ moreover^ a singular fact^ that 
Cyril of Alexandria should have adopted the readings of the 
Hortatory Address in preference to what is supposed to be 
the improved version of the later Aristobulus. Then we must 
remember that the poem was evidently a favourite one with 
Christian apologists^ and that therefore it would pass through 
the memories of many, receiving alterations as it passed. 
Such writers never hesitate about omitting lines, if they 
forget them. And lastly, we may notice the prevalent 
opinion that the expansion of the Oi'phic poem into its longer 
shape is assigned by several, Gfroerer and Dahne among them, 
to Aristobulus (150 B.C.), the references to Abraham and Moses 
being regarded by them as requiring Jewish authorship. 

If will be seen from this examination that almost no light 
can be got from this quarter in regard to the authorship of 
the Hortatory Address ; but that inasmuch as the probability 
is that the form of the poem given by Aristobulus is the 
earliest known to us, that given by Clemens Alexandrinus wdll 
be the next, and that given in the Hortatory Address and the 
part given by Cyril of Alexandria will be the latest form. 

The last quotation that may throw light on the authorship 
of the Hortatory Address is one from Hermes Trismegistus. 
*^ If any one should imagine,^^ he says, " that he has learned 
the truth about God from those philosophers who are named 
the eldest among them, let him hear Ammon and Hermes; 

^ See Gfroerer, Philo, vol. ii. p. 71 ; Dahne, vol. ii. p. 73. 
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Ammon who calls God the ^ absolutely hid^ in his discourses on 
Him, and Hermes who clearly and plainly says, ' It is difficult 
to understand God, but it is impossible even for him who can 
understand Him to declare Him^'^^ The date of the writings 
attributed to Hermes Trismegistus is unfortunately not as- 
certained, but most scholars believe that they were forged 
by neo-Platonists. If this were the case, then the Hortatory 
Address could scarcely be written by Justin Martyr, as Plotinus 
belongs to the third century. The quotation itself, too, de- 
serves observation. It is said to be made from Hermes. But 
Justin Martyr knew well that the substance of it, and nearly 
the words, were to be found in the Timseus of Plato. He does 
not seem to have known anything of Hermes^ having used 
them. Some indeed imagine that the writer of the Hortatory 
Address alludes to the words of Plato when he says, " Plato 
did not regard it as safe to mention to the Athenians the 
name of Moses, because he taught that there was one only 
God j for he feared the Areopagus '^.^^ And they have gone 
so far as to regard this passage as a proof that Justin was 
the author of the Hortatory Address ; for Justin in quoting 
the passage from the Timseus reads d(r<^aA^y instead of 
ahvvaTov^, A moment^s consideration will show how utterly 
absurd it is to suppose that an allusion is made here to the 
words of the Timseus. The writer of the Hortatory Address 
is not thinking of the proclamation of God at all, but he 
wishes to account for the circumstance that Plato makes no 
mention of Moses — a very surprising circumstance indeed, 
if, as the writer maintains, Plato borrowed his great truths 
from him. 

It has to be noticed also, that there is a very striking re- 
semblance between passages in the Hortatory Address and 
some in Cyril's Treatise against Julian. The probability in 
this case is that Cyril made use of the Hortatory Address. 
There is nothing in the quotations which can throw light 
on the priority of authorship. It is singular, however, that 
Cyril does not indicate the source from which he borrows. 

* c. 38, p. 37 B. ^ c. 22, p. 20 C. * Apol. ii. c. 10. 
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In a speech like that of the Hortatory Address the authorities 
may be passed over in silence. But the case is different with 
a book, especially when the writer introduces peculiar state- 
ments, such as that of Cyril's that Plato was afraid of 
hemlock, and therefore did not speak openly of the true God. 

The next feature of internal evidence is the opinions con- 
tained in the Hortatory Address. Some have discovered 
endless differences. We shall state the principal of them. 
There is an unquestionable difference between the writer 
of the Hortatory Address and the writer of the Apologies 
and the Dialogue with Trypho on the fundamental argu- 
ment of the Hortatory Address. Justin maintained that the 
Greek philosophers, like Socrates and Plato, obtained some 
insight into the truth, because they possessed some measure 
of the spermatic Logos or Reason. The writer of the 
Hortatory Address traces the knowledge which the philo- 
sophers had of the truth entirely to their stay in Egypt, and 
their acquaintance with the books of Moses. It is allow- 
able to suppose that, if Justin were, anxious to prove the 
point which the writer of the Hortatory Address undertakes 
to prove, he might forget his former ideas, and concentrate 
all his attention on the direct borrowings of the Greek writers 
from Moses. For Justin expressly says that Plato did read 
the writings of Moses, and misunderstood some expressions 
in them"™. He does not mention, however, Plato's fear of 
the Areopagus or of the populace, which is an essential ele- 
ment in the theory of the writer of the Hortatory Address. 
Altogether, it is unlikely that Justin should so change his 
opinion as to say nothing of the Logos in the philosophers, 
and to trace all their knowledge to direct borrowings from 
Moses and the prophets. 

There is likewise an important difference between Justin 
and the writer of the Hortatory Address in respect to the 
origin of polytheism. Justin says that the gods were real 
demons, the offspring of the women and evil angels mentioned 
in Gen. vi." The writer of the Hortatory Address supposes 

«n Apol. i. 60. ° Apol. ii. 5. 
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that our first parents inferred from the words of the devil, 
'^Ye shall be as gods/' that there really were other gods 
besides the true one. They not only believed this, but 
handed it down to their descendants; and Moses was the 
first who really knew the true God. " Being cast forth from 
Paradise/' he says, " and thinking that they were cast forth 
solely on account of disobedience, and being ignorant that 
they had been cast out also because they believed that those 
were gods which were not, they handed down the name 
of ' gods ' to those men who were born of them after this. 
This, then, was the first false idea with regard to gods, 
which had its origin with the lying father. God therefore 
knowing that the opinion of polytheism, as not being true, 
disturbed the soul of men like a disease, wishing to de- 
stroy and overturn it, appearing first to Moses, said ^ I am 
that I am.' For it was right, as I think, that the ruler and 
general of the nation of the Jews should be the first of all 
to know the God that exists °." The writer entirely forgets 
what Moses says of Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham. It 
is scarcely possible to suppose that the writer of the Dialogue 
with Trypho could ever have fallen into such a theory as that 
which we have quoted. It is remarkable also that the writer 
does not speak of the baifjLov€s at all ; he speaks only of the 
devil as 6 ^laivOpoi-nos baCfitav, though he also recognises 
the name biil3oXos^. 

The other points of difierenco that deserve to be mentioned 
are not of great consequence. They are the Christology 
of the Hortatory Address, the doctrine of the Spirit in 
Plato, the account of the Septuagint, and the theory of 
prophetic inspiration. 

Fault is found with the Hortatory Address because so 
little is said of the Logos. The references to Christ are 
few. He speaks of the " Logos, through whom heaven and 
earth and all creation came into being^." The principal 
passage is as follows. He is speaking of the Sibyl as " fore- 
telling clearly and distinctly the coming of our Saviour Jesus 

• c. 21, p. ao A. B. C. P c. 28, p. 28 B. Q c. 15, p. i6 B. 
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Christ, who, being the Logos of God, is incomprehensible' in 
power, having taken upon Him [the nature of] man who 
was formed in the image and likeness of God, reminded us of 
the piety of our ancient ancestors, which was abandoned by 
those men who sprung from them when they turned, through 
the teaching of an envious demon, to the worship of those 
which are not gods'/' The fewness of the references to Christ, 
however, is no objection to Justin's authorship. The writer 
wished to turn the minds of his readers to the reading of the 
Scriptures. He was not urging them to the adoption of 
Christianity, but to the step which he deemed preliminary, 
and which he thought it more likely he could persuade the 
Greeks to take. Some have also found fault with the writer 
for limiting Christ's work to a mere reminding of the religion 
of our ancestors, as if he had thought Christianity a mere 
reproduction of Judaism. But it will be noticed that the 
writer does not speak of Judaism at all, but of the original 
religion of Adam and Eve. And no doubt he has special 
reference in the remark to the belief in one only God, ''which/' 
he says in c. 36, p. 34 D, '' is the first token {yvdpKrtia) of 
true piety." It will be noticed, moreover, that it is not 
fair to assume that the writer believed this to be the 
only work of Christ, simply because he does not mention 
any other. 

In regard to the Holy Spirit, the Hortatory Address asserts 
that Plato learned the doctrine from the Old Testament, but 
called the Holy Spirit 'virtue.' He appeals to a passage in 
the Meno, and says, " Fearing to name the free gift of God 
' holy spirit,' lest by following the teaching of the prophets 
he should seem an enemy to the Greeks, he confesses that it 
really does come down from above from God, but he did not 
deem it right to name it ' holy spirit,' but 'virtue,'" (d/jcn}). 
And a little farther on he remarks : " Plato having learned 
these things clearly from the Prophets with regard to the Holy 

r Some MSS read iLx^p^orros instead of ^x^PV^' '• * mseparable in power/ i. e. 
' having the power of the Father at his command, one with the Father in power.' 
• c. 38, p. 36 C. 
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Spirit, evidently transfers them to the name of virtue, for, just 
as the sacred prophets say that the one same spirit is divided 
into seven spirits, so he, naming the one same virtue, says 
that it is divided into four virtues, by no means wishing 
to mention the Holy Spirit, but through some allegory 
announcing clearly what has been said by the prophets 
regarding the Holy Spiiat*/' In the first Apology^ Jus- 
tin asserts that Plato mentions a trinity, and that he 
gave " the third place to the Spirit which was said to move 
on the water; saying, 'the third round about the third '^,^'' 
(t4 hi rplra itepl rbv rplrov). Justin does not expressly say 
that Plato mentions the Spirit by name; but he evidently 
did not fancy at the time of his writing the Apology that 
Plato hid his doctrine under the name of dper?}. In fact, the 
writer of the Hortatory Address thinks of the Holy Spirit 
only as ''the free gift which comes down from above from God 
on the holy menx/^ Justin thinks of a personal being. And 
therefore he might well enough, in the wide use of the term 
' holy spirit,^ speak as the writer of the Hortatory Address. 
And he might very easily forget what he had said in the 
Apology about Plato's notions of a trinity. 

In the account of the Septuagint there is no real dis- 
crepancy. The writer of the Hortatory Address tells a great 
deal more than Justin does. He relates how the seventy 
interpreters were shut up in diflferent cells; how, when the 
translations were compared, they were found to be the same ; 
and, in proof of his assertions, states that he had seen traces 
of the cells*. K Justin had known and believed this when 
he wrote the Apologies and Dialogue with Trypho, unques- 
tionably he would have related it. But there is nothing to 
forbid the supposition that after he had written these works 
he travelled and got more light, or perhaps, to speak more 
truly, more darkness on the subject. 

The last point of supposed difference which we notice relates 
to the theory of inspiration. Here the only difference is that 

^ c. 33, p. 31 B. " c. 60. * This is taken from one of the Platonic Epistles. 
7 c. 33, p. 30 D. > c. 13, p. 14 A. B. G. 
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the theory is more precise than anything that can be found in 
JiLstin. Justin might, for all that we know, have expressed 
himself in the language of the Hortatory Address. For in 
truth the words are generally taken to mean more than 
they fairly imply. The passage runs thus : *^ Since it is im- 
possible for you to learn the truth with regard to piety from 
your teachers, as they have afforded satisfactory proof of 
their ignorance through their variance with each other, I 
reckon it proper to go up to our ancestors who were long 
anterior to your teachers, and who taught us nothing from 
their own conception, did not at all differ from each other, 
nor try to overturn each other's opinions, but peacefully and 
harmoniously received their knowledge from God, and taught 
it to us. For it is not possible for men to know such great 
and divine things by nature or by human thought, but by 
the free gift which then came down from above on the 
holy men, who needed not the art of discourse nor the faculty 
of speaking contentiously and in strife. They had but to 
yield themselves up pure [free from all vice] to the energy 
of the Divine Spirit, that the divine plectrum itself descending 
from heaven and using the righteous men as an instrument 
like a harp or lyre, might reveal to us the knowledge of 
divine and heavenly things. On this account, therefore, they 
taught us as with one mouth and tongue with regard to 
God and the creation of the world, and the formation of 
man, and the immortality of the human soul, and the 
judgment that is to take place after this life; and all 
that it is necessary for us to know, they taught us in 
harmony and agreement with each other, though they had 
given this divine teaching to us in different places and 
periods ».'' Modem disputants have variously interpreted 
these words. ^^ They intimate,^' says one party, ^^ a purely 
mechanical inspiration.'^ Says another, ^* No; for even a 
lyre has its own constitution : a bad lyre gives out a wretched 
sound, even at the hands of the best performer.'' This much, 
however, seems pretty plain, that the writer regarded all the 

a Coh. ad Grace. 8 (8 E). Compare lo (ii D), 12 (13). 



Ik 



III.] JUSTIN MARTYR. llTi 

prophets as holy men j and in the words " to yield themselves 
pure to the Holy Spirit^^^ he seems plainly to state that only 
men free from vice could become the vehicles of the Divine 
Spirit. This also has to be taken into consideration, that 
the writer uses the term ^divine spirit' in a peculiar way, like 
other writers of the same age. When he asserts that the 
Holy Spirit alone speaks, he conceives of a complete union of 
the highest part of the prophet's own nature with the Holy 
Spirit. It is in one sense the prophet speaking ; but in a far 
truer sense it is the Holy Spirit in the prophet. Justin 
would in all likelihood have agreed with every word of this. 
The theory, if we may call it such, brings to mind the senti- 
ments of Athenagoras, to whose Apology the Hortatory 
Address bears a resemblance in some other respects. 

The evidence then from the doctrines is, on the whole, 
against the authorship of Justin, but it is not strong. 

The writer of the Hortatory Address does not seem to have 
been well read in ancient philosophy. All that he says is 
either derived from the treatise of the pseudo-Plutarch, or is 
made up of the stock passages from Plato, which were much 
used by later Apologists. He does not seem to breathe the 
same philosophic atmosphere as Justin. Justin had to deal 
principally with Stoics. A Stoic emperor was on the throne 
during part of his life ; and, before he was emperor, he had 
exercised a strong influence. Justin lived at a time when 
Stoicism was what we might call the established religion. 
The writer of the Hortatory Address says nothing particular 
about Stoicism, and seems to know little about it. He con- 
demns the whole Greek philosophy subsequent to the time 
of Socrates in one sentence : " Socrates hastened to prison, 
attributing to God alone the knowledge of things unknown 
among us, but those who came after him, not being able to 
know even what was on earth, profess to know the things in 
heaven, as if they had seen them*'.'' And then he takes 

^ Kaje translates Ka0apo6s * entirely/ p. i8i, but gives no reason for such a 
rendering. 
« c. 36, p. 33 E, 34 A. 

I 7, 



116 THE APOLOGISTS. [Chap. 

Aristotle as an instance^ and gives an absurd story about his 
death. 

He guards his hearers especially against rhetoric. One 
would imagine that he was like Tatian^ a converted literary 
man. He tells his hearers to ^^read the divine histories of 
the prophets, and to become acquainted with the true religion 
through them : for they do not announce the arts of composi- 
tion, nor do they speak plausibly and persuasively (for this 
is peculiar to those who wish to steal the truth, itiv dX^^ctoi^ 
icA^TTTcii;), but they use the words and expressions which come 
first in a simple manner^." He blames even Aristotle for 
the elegance of his language (8ia doKi/xJrr^ra 4>p(i<r€a)sf). 

The feeling of the writer is also occasionally harsh. In 
speaking of the ancestors of the Greeks he attaches this clause 
to the end of a remark : ^' Your ancestors who, it is likely, 
are wailing in Hades, feeling a repentance which is now 
too late^^' Justin speaks strongly enough to the living, 
but he does not judge the dead. And the use of Hades, as 
it occurs here, is unknown to him. 

Looking at the whole evidence, then, there is considerable 
probability that Justin was not the author of the Hortatory 
Address. 

ABSTEACT. 

In the commencement the speaker states that he will 
examine the Greek poets and philosophers in regard to their 
knowledge of God, and then he will examine the teachings of 
Christians, that his audience may turn &om falsely-named 
piety to true piety s. He then quotes various passa^s from 
the Iliad, to show the irrational notions of the gods given 
there '^. He proceeds to the philosophers, quoting the various 
explanations of the first principles of things, and showing 
that even the very best of them, Plato and Aristotle, difiered 
from each other, and therefore had not attained truths Plato 

^ c» 36* P* 3* ^' S«« *l8o» c* 3^> P- 34 B C ; c. 38, p. 36 B. 

• c. 36, p. 34 B. ' c. 35, p. 33 A. » c. I. 

** c. 2. » CC.3, 4,5. 
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and Aristotle differ not -only in regard to God and the 
first principles^ but also in their explanations of the soulJ. 
Plato also contradicts himself. The reason why the philo- 
sophers £ailed^ was because they supposed that they ooidd 
know heavenly things by their own unaided powers, while 
they did not even know things on earth, differing as they 
did on the nature of the soul*^. Turn now to the pro- 
phets, who were inspired by God. Moses, the first of them, 
is proved by the writings of the Greeks themselves to have 
been anterior to all the Greek poets, philosophers, or wise 
men^ Even one of your oracles declared that the Chaldeans 
and Hebrews alone obtained wisdom : and Moses sprang from 
the race of Chaldeans and Hebrews"". An inquiry into the 
age of the philosophers shows that they are quite recent com- 
pared with Moses. There is no authentic Greek history 
before the Olympiads. The only real pre-existing history is 
the inspired history of Moses, written in Hebrew letters long 
before Greek letters were known ». If any one should say 
that the history of Moses is also written in Greek, an account 
of the making of the Septuagint version will throw light on 
this point". Even some of the Greeks themselves, especially 
those of them who were in Egypt and received benefit there 
from the piety of Moses, could teach them much better things 
than the common beliefs p. Orpheus speaks of the unity of 
God copiously in his verses^. The teachings of the Sibyl 
are similar r. Even Homer, though in many passages he does 
not seem to dislike polytheism, yet in some points out the 
unity of God*. And so does Sophocles*. Pythagoras, in 
maintaining the monad to be the first principle of all things, 
taught the existence of one only God". Plato also taught 
the same truth, but did not speak it boldly, because he was 
afraid aflber what had happened to Socrates*. God revealed 
himself to Moses in the words, ^' I am the being that exists ^.'^ 
Plato borrowed the idea from Moses speaking of the tA Sv 

J c. 6. ^ c. 7. > cc. 8-10. "" c. II. " c. 12. o c. 13. 

p c. 14. 1 c. 15. ' c. 16. • n. ix. 445 ; ii. 204. 

' cc. 17, 18. "^ 0. 19. » c. 20. y c. 21. 
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instead of the 6 atv, but concealed the name of Moses from 
fcary. Plato falls into inconsistencies fi"om his possessing the 
truth, and yet wishing to please those who worshipped false 
gods. He thus blames Homer for calling the gods change- 
able, though Homer knew the existence of the one God 
clearly*. Plato also read the prophets, and mentions them*. 
He borroweil from them the doctrine of a judgment, which 
he has stated in the first book of the Republic**, and in the 
tenth ^; and he plainly states his belief in the last passage 
in a ri'surrection**. Homer also plainly knew the doctrine of 
a resurrection ; for he describes the bodily tortures of Tityus, 
Sisyphus, and Tantalus in Hades. Homer was in Egypt, 
and there got the doctrine. Thus also he imitates the first 
chapter of Genesis in the description of the shield of Achilles^, 
and describes Paradise in describing the gardens of Alcinous^ 
He notices the tower of Babel allegorically when he speaks 
of Otus and Ephialtes', and describes the devil in Ate, 
imitating the words of Isaiah xiv. la in II. xix. 126— 131 h. 
Plato's doctrine of ideas was also derived from the Old Tes- 
tament ; but not having mystic contemplation, he missed the 
real meaning. The ])assage from which the doctrine was 
taken is Exod. xxvi. 30 : and he thought also that the pas- 
sages about the creation of earth, heaven, and man, contained 
hints of pre-existent ideas of them. Homer also knew that 
man was made of earth. Plato and Homer got these opinions 
while in Egypt*. Plato took his winged chariot of love in 
the Pha}drus from Ezek. x. 18, 19, and his doctrine of fiery 
existence? from a misunderstanding of i Kings xix. 11, 12. 
He also knew the doctrine of the Holy Spirit coming down 
upon men, but he did not dare to call it ^ holy spirit,"* but called 
it * virtue' in the Meno^. And he learned from Moses that 
time came into existence with the heavens ^ Even the 
fashioning ol images was derived from an abuse of the Mosaic 

y cc. 22, 2.V * cc. 24,25. • Timaeus, p. 53 C. 

^ p. 3.?o D E ; 331 A. <= p. 615 C-616 B. ^ cc. 26, 27. 

• 11. xviii. 483 ff. f Od. vii. 1 14 ff. R Od. xi. 313 ff 
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narrative, in which God says, " Let us make man after our 
imag'e/' And these thing's I adduce to show you that your 
writers did really produce nothing of their own, but alle- 
gorically reproduced what had been said by the prophets™. 
You should therefore read the holy scriptures : and you will 
in no respect sin against your ancestors, if you reject their 
errors'*. What right have those to the name of philosophers 
who have not obtained true knowledge ? Socrates main- 
tained that he knew more than others, in that he knew that 
he was ignorant. Subsequent philosophers, however, have 
said that they knew not only things on earth, but things in 
heaven; and trusted to their elegant language for belief °. 
You may learn the true religion from the Sibyl who was 
divinely inspired. Plato believed her to be inspired. And 
the reason why her oracular verses were imperfect was that 
the inspiration sometimes ceased suddenly, and she forgot 
the words, and then because those who took down her words 
made mistakes through ignorance of the metres^. She fore- 
told the coming of Christ. Give heed to her words, and 
know that it is impossible to learn with regard to the right 
religion in any other way than from the prophets^. 

VIII. FRAGMENT ON THE RESURRECTION. 

John of Damascus, in his Sacra Parallela «", has preserved 
a considerable fragment on the resurrection, which he says 
is from a work of the holy Justin on the Resurrection. No 
mention of this work is made in Eusebius, Jerome, or Photius. 
Methodius, in his work on the resurrection, quoted a passage 
from Justin, but he does not refer to a special work of Justin 
on the subject, and the extract he made is not found in 
the remaining fragment. Procopius of Gaza refers to a Aoyos 
of Justin on the Resurrection, but the fragment does not 
contain the passage to which reference is made. Semisch 
also appeals to a passage in Irenseus, which he considers to be 

" c. 34. " c. 35. o c. 36. p c. 37, 

1 c. 38. ^ 0pp. ed. Lequien, torn. ii. p. 756, &c. 
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a rather firee quotation from this work ; but supposing the 
words were more like than they are^ the mere circunistanoe of 
a quotation does not inform us of the author^ and the quota- 
tion may have been made from Irenaeus^ not by him. 

This is all the external evidence. It gives us but the 
slightest possible basis for attributing the work to Justin. 
It is perfectly possible that it may have been one of the 
works which Eusebius says he did not mention. Some who 
have favoured the idea of Justin's authorship suppose that it 
formed part of his work against all heresies. 

An examination of the work itself gives us no clue to the 
author. It might be Justin's^ and it easily might not. On 
the whole^ the internal evidence is against Justin's authorship^ 
though there is not a single statement which might not have 
been Justin's. 

The principal statements in it which have been supposed to 
render it probable that the work is not Justin'is are these. 
The writer seems to attach a general stain to marriage, 
which he calls ^Hawless through desire"." The words are 
regarded as meaning that marriage itself as being necessarily 
connected with desire or sensual passion had something sinful 
in it*. Justin's tendencies were towards such a notion, but 
though he may have in his latter days become sterner in his 
ideas, he certainly nowhere hints a disapprobation of marriage. 
And most probably the words of the text (5i' imOvfiCas tvoiuov 
yi^v) mean simply that marriage, though not unlawfiil in 
itself, yet when entered into and used for any other purpose 
than the begetting of children, became a violation of law. 
The notion that sexual intercourse even in marriage for the 
mere gratification of desire is sinful, is common enough in 
early writers. 

The writer affirms that " Jesus Christ was bom of a 
virgin Jbr no other reason than to destroy the begetting 
of lawless desire, and show the ruler (the devil) that the 



8 c. 3. 

^ See MUnscher in Otto, in loc. ; Staiidlin, Geschichte der Sitienlehre Jesu, 
vol. ii. p. 116. 
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formation of man was posedble to God without human inter- 
course^/^ In the Dialogue with Trypho* Justin mentions a 
totally different reason why Christ was bom of a virgin. Justin 
may indeed haye forgotten what he had written in the Dia- 
logue, but the probability lies the other way. Yet we might 
also suppose that Justin was so much absorbed in the subject 
immediately before him as to forget the relation of his 
arguments to other matters. 

The writer defends his use of arguments on the physical 
possibility of a resurrection, in words which we cannot say 
Justin would not haye used, but which it is yery unlikely that 
he did use. ^' Now,'* he says, ^' we show the possibility of the 
resurrection, begging pardon of the sons of the Church (r&v 
T^9 ^fcicAi;<r^as riKviov) if we also touch on arguments that seem 
to be without {l£Q»0€if) and worldly ; in the first place, because 
there is nothing outside of God, not eyen the world itself, for 
it is his workmanship ; and second, because we address these 
arguments to unbelieyersy.'^ ^The sons' or 'children of the 
Church' is a mode of expression which we should not expect 
in Justin. And the consciousness of a distinction between 
religious and worldly arguments is also an unexpected phe- 
nomenon, especially when the writer could appeal to Paul, 
Clemens Romanus, and many others. Yet there is nothing 
yery improbable in the words, when we look at them more 
closely. The children of the Church are those who haye been 
brought up in the Church, or led by the Church to put abso- 
lute confidence in Christ. They required only his word in 
order to belieye in a resurrection. On the other hand the 
writer's immediately-subsequent remarks are applicable only 
to those who were still adherents of some heathen philosophy. 
They are meant to show that a resurrection was not im- 
possible eyen according to the tenets of the Platonic, 
Epicurean, and Stoic philosophies. 

The writer's references to heaven are widely different from 
thosje of Justin. Speaking of Christ he says: ''And thus 
having shown to them that there really is a resurrection of 
« c. 3. * c. 100. y c. 5. 
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the fleshy wishing to show this also (even as he said that our 
habitation is in the heaven) that it is not impossible even for 
flesh to ascend into heaven^ he was taken up into the heaven, 
while they looked on, as he was in the flesh «/^ Here it is 
implied plainly that the final abode of the risen man is heaven 
— a belief entirely unknown to Justin, though it is not im- 
possible that towards the end of his life he should have used 
this language. It is in manifest contradiction to his millen- 
narian notions such as they are given in chapter 8i of the 
Dialogue with Trypho. 

The writer regards the likeness of man to God as lying in 
his body alone. His words are: "^Let us make man in our 
image and likeness/ What man ? It is plain he means the 
fleshly man. For the Word says, 'And God took dust from 
the earth and formed man/ It is plain then that the man 
fashioned according to the image of God was fleshly. How 
then is it not absurd to say that the flesh fashioned by God 
according to his image is dishonourable* V It is not possible 
to harmonize with this statement the opinion of Justin, that 
man^s likeness to God lies principally in his free-will; for 
though Justin might along with this believe that the body was 
in some sort also after the image of God, this writer plainly 
confines the image to the body. Yet even here we may have 
what we supposed possible in another instance — a forgetfdl- 
ness of the various aspects of an opinion in the concentrated 
attention on one. 

If this fragment be the work of Justin, it is the only one 
which is connected in its structure. The whole is well put 
together, without any of the usual digressions and repetitions 
which occur in the Apologies and the Dialogue with Trypho^. 

Several objections have been brought by Herbig to the 
genuineness of the fragment which are utterly without force, 
and which therefore do not deserve repetition. 

On the whole, then, the evidence is slightly against the 
fragment. Semisch indeed thinks he discovers resemblances 
in the arguments used in the fragment and in the Dialogue 

» c. 9. • c. 7. •* Semisch has noticed this, vol. i. p. 21%. 
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with Trypho which make the probability of Justin^s author- 
ship strong c. But the arguments are not so peculiar to 
Justin as to warrant any inference. On the contrary, the 
fragment can be more completely paralleled in its reasonings 
from Athenagoras and TertuUian, and the likelihood is that 
it is a work of a dat« somewhere between these two writers. 

The fragment seems very nearly complete. It begins with the 
assertion that the word of truth carries its own authority with 
it and needs no demonstration ^^ Christ Himself being the de- 
monstration. Yet since the devil is continually plotting against 
the weak, he would consider and refute the objections made to the 
doctrine of a resurrection «. He then gives a summary of the 
various objections, and mentions among opponents the docetes : 
'^ There are those who say that Jesus Himself appeared only as 
a spiritual being, and that he merely presented the appearance 
{<l>airra(T[av) of flesh, thus trying to deprive the flesh of its 
promise^^"* He then proceeds to refute the objections. It is 
objected that if the body rises entire, there will be organs of 
reproduction, and consequently acts of reproduction. But 
there will not be acts of reproduction, for Christ said they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, and therefore the 
body will not rise entire. The writer replies by showing that 
^ acts' of reproduction do not necessarily accompany organs of 
reproduction^. There are many barren wombs. There are 
many virgins. There are men who have refrained from mar- 
riage. Some animals even do not produce. And Christ Him- 
self did not marry, and was not born through marriage h. 
Objection second : — If the flesh rises, it will rise just as it was 
when it died. The one-eyed man in life will rise one-eyed. 
The objection the writer regards as utterly contemptible : for 
Christ healed the bUnd on earth : much more will every body 
then be made perfect and whole*. Third objection:— Some 

« vol. i. p. i8o. «* So Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 124 D. • c. I. ' c. a. 

K See Tertullian, De Resurrect. Carn. cc. 57, 60 ; Semisch, vol. ii. p. 38. 

^ c. 3. 

* c. 4. Here again the writer agrees with Justin, Dial. c. Tryph. c. 69, p. 196. 
This and the previously-mentioned coincidence are the principal ones adduced 
by Semisch. The same argument is used by Athenagoras and Tertullian. 
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maintain that the resurrection is impossible. This objection 
is utterly absurd in the mouth of those who profess to be 
believers^ for even the heathen poets spoke of the gods as 
able to do all things ^ Besides^ Ood created man ; and 
thereby has given a sufficient proof of his power. And even 
in the case of the Greek philosophers a resurrection was not 
inconsistent with their principles ">. The fourth objection 
comes from those who maintain that it would be unbecoming 
in God to raise the dead. This is really dishonouring the 
body which God made^ and which was made in God's image. 
And^ moreover^ man is not mere soul^ and not mere body; but 
is the compound of these two inseparable elements^ and there- 
fore not complete without the body". When salvation^ conse- 
quently^ is promised to man^ it is promised to both soul and 
body®. Something is here omitted by John of Damascus. 
The next words given are an argument from Christ's miracles. 
Why did he heal the flesh, if it was dishonourable ? Why did 
he raise the dead, if raising the dead were an unworthy act ? 
And how was his own resurrection not a mere spiritual one 
but a bodily one also ? Evidently that he might show that 
the resurrection was to be a corporeal one^. Something, again, 
is omitted : and then the argument proceeds. The resurrec- 
tion must be the resurrection of the flesh ; for man is com- 
posed of body, soul, and spirit. Now a resurrection is a rising 
again of something that has fallen. The spirit cannot fall : 
soul is in the body, and body does not exist unless there be 
life in it. Consequently, it is the body that rises again^. 
The writer then asserts that looking to the worldly or cos- 
mical arguments, and finding that the resurrection is not an 
impossibility, and then above all looking to Christ ^' showing 
through the whole of the gospel the salvation of our flesh,'' 
we cannot do anything else than believe that there will be a 
resurrection of the flesh. If there is no resurrection, he says, 

' Horn. Od. X. 306 ; c. 5. ■" c. 6. 

^ A similar argument is found in Athenagoras, and in Teriullian, De Resur- 
rect. Camis, c. 7. •» c. 8. p c. 9. 
<i This argument is used by TertulUan, De Returreot. Camis, c. 18. 
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why should we not now permit the indulgence of all lusts, 
like physicians in cases where they have no hope. ^^ But if 
Christ our physician^ having torn us from our lusts^ directs us 
to manage our flesh in the same sober and self-restraining way 
in which He did^ it is plain that He thus protects the flesh from 
sins because it has the hope of salvation^ even as physicians do 
not permit those men who have the hope of health {cronTripia) 
to be slaves to pleasures/' Thus the fragment ends. 

There is comparatively little of doctrinal statement in the 
fragment. What there is, is of the simplest character. The 
most important passage is the following : '' Now God is truth, 
the father of the whole {rQv SXcoi;), who is perfect intelligence 
(yo€s). The Logos having become his Son, came to us' wear- 
ing flesh, pointing out both Himself and the Father, giving to 
us in Himself the resurrection from the dead and the eternal 
life after that. Now this is Jesus Christ our Saviour and 
Lord : He is therefore Himself the object of faith «, and the 
demonstration of Himself and of all. Wherefore those who 
follow Him, knowing Him, and reckoning faith in Him to be 
the same as demonstration, will rest in Him^.^' The salvation 
given by Christ is spoken of several times as a salvation both 
of body and soul. '^ And to Him (Christ) and his preaching 
not only did our soul and our flesh along with it listen, and 
not only did they put their trust in Christ, but both were 
washed and both wrought righteousness".'' 

The devil is several times mentioned as 'the ruler,' 'the 
adversary.' One passage deserves especial notice : '' The ruler 
of wickedness, being unable otherwise to mar the argument 
[referred to in the context of the fragment], sent forth his 
apostles, who introduced evil and pestilent instructions, having 
chosen them from those who crucified our Saviour. These 

' The words are more iudefinite in Greek than I can render them, oS 
y§v6fA€Pos vlhs 6 K&yos 1j\$€y, Otto translates: Cujus filius exsistens logos 
venit. 

■ The Greek is difficult to render exactly, and the meaning doubtful: 
air6s hrrof lovroS re leal r&y liK»p witrra re icoi Air^ci^iy. Perhaps wlarit 
means here ' the cause of belief.' 

* c. r. " c. 8. 
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bore the name of the Saviour, but did the works of him that 
sent them, on account of whom also evil speakings followed 
the name [of Christ] */' 

IX. THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNBTUS. 

This work occurs only in one manuscript, where the inscrip- 
tion is Tov avTov Tipos ALoyvrjToVj which we know from the 
connexion means the work or A6yos of Justin Martyr to 
Diognetus y. No mention is made of this work in any ancient 
writer, and no quotation is anywhere taken from it. External 
testimony is therefore absolutely silent with regard to it. 

As we derive our whole information solely from itself, we 
proceed to examine it. The work opens with the words, 
" Since I see you, O most noble Diognetus, exceedingly zeal- 
ous to learn the piety of the Christians, and inquiring very 
clearly and carefully with regard to them, — what God obeying 
and how worshipping Him, they look down on the world, and de- 
spise death, and neither reckon gods those which are regarded 
as such by the Greeks, nor observe the superstition of the 
Jews {ttjv *lovhaCa)v b€L(nbaLixovCav) , — and what is the aflfection 
which they have towards one another, and why at last this 
new kind of thing or institution entered into life now and not 
formerly, I praise you for this eagerness and pray God, who 
vouchsafes us the power to speak, and hear, that it may be 
granted me so to speak, that you hearing may become better, 
and you so to hear that the speaker may not be grieved.'^ He 
begins by showing him that the religion of the Greeks is 
utterly irrational, since their gods are made of wood, silver, 
brass, stone, or some inanimate thing which is deaf and blind^ 
and which is fashioned into a god by a man, and can be re- 
made into something else if he liked. He then shows that 
the religion of the Jews is a piece of superstition based 

» C. lO. 

3^ See pp. II, 12 of Epistola ad Diognetum Jiistini Philosophi et Martyris 
nomen prse se ferens. Textum recensuit, translatione latina instruxit, prolego- 
menis et adnotationibus omavit : indices adjecit, Joann. Carol. Theod. Otto, 
Edit. Sec. Lipsise 1.852. 
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on the absurd notion that God needs sacrifices. He then de- 
scribes ill beautiful language the habits and manners of Chris- 
tians^ and shows how they are to the world what the soul is 
to the body. He then explains how Christians have become 
this, how God sent his Logos into the world, and revealed 
Himself to them, and how then God at length became known 
to men, and why this revelation was not made at an earlier 
period. And he hopes that Diognetus will desire faith in 
God, and will enjoy the blessings that flow from it. A break 
takes place here in the MS., and the chapters that follow pur- 
sue a difierent subject. The writer is now addressing " those 
who are becoming worthy disciples of the truth,'' and urges 
on them the benefits to be derived from correct teaching and 
friendship with the Word, and expounds the relation between 
knowledge and love. 

The doctrines of this epistle now claim our attention. 

God. — God is said to be the ^^ almighty, all-creating, and 
invisible God V' — ^^ ^^ Lord and fashioner {hriynovpyoi) of the 
whole, who made all things and arranged them in order ^.'^ 
His character is given in these words : " He was not only 
fond of man {(f>tKiv0p<aTTos) , but also long-sufiering. But he 
was always such, and is, and will be, kind and good, and free 
from anger {aopyrjTos) , and true; and He only is good*>.'' 

Christ, — ^The name of Christ does not occur in the epistle. 
He is there called the Arfyos, or the Son of God, the only- 
begotten Son. His relation to the Father is not described in 
exact words, but the statements that let us into the author's 
mind sometimes seem to identify the Son with the Father 
entirely, while sometimes the Son seems completely under the 
control of the Father. Of the former class of passages are 
the following : ^^ No man has either seen [God] or made him 
known®, but he Himself showed Himself. But he showed 
Himself through faith, by which alone it has been granted to 
see God**." The words 'he Himself showed Himself,' one 
would suppose naturally refer to Christ, and they seem at 

■ c. 7. • c. 8. *» Ibid, 

c < God ' plainly to be supplied from the connexion. ^ c. 8. 
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first sight to identify God with Christ ; but they do not do 
this necessarily. For^ supposing a reference to Christy the 
words might mean that God showed Himself in Christy that 
the Son was a manifestation and declaration of what God was 
— which He might be, without being in every respect identical 
with God. But the words that follow leave it a matter of 
doubt whether even this is implied. For the showing spoken 
of is one that is accomplished through faith; and all that 
may be meant is, that the Son having begun to reveal the 
Father to men, men then began to see and know God through 
fkith. No intimation would then be given how the Son made 
known the Father to men. The other passage of a similar nature 
runs thus : '' God did not hate us, nor drive us away, nor re- 
member evil, but was long-suflTering, endured us, and in pity 
took up our sins^,'^ {ivthi^aro) . At first sight this passage seems 
to say that it was God Himself who bore our sins, and accord- 
ingly the writer has been regarded as inclined, to say the least, 
to Patripassianism. But a little consideration shows the falsity 
of the notion. The words 'he took up our sins' do not mean 
that God Himself bore the penalty of our sins, but that He 
took them up as if they were his own, and accordingly 
planned a scheme by which man might get rid of them. 
Accordingly, the very next words which follow the statement 
are, ^* He Himself gave his own Son a ransom in our behalf;" 
and these words must be taken as explaining the preceding 
words ^ There is, therefore, no contradiction here, as has 
been asserted^, nor is there any very satisfactory reason for 
expelling the words firom the text as a gloss. The words, 
indeed, Kiyi^v avrSs, an emendation of which we have adopted 
in our translation, point to a quotation, and the words might 
be possibly a quotation introduced by a transcriber ^>. The 
only other passage which relates to our subject occurs in 
chapter 8. It runs thus : '^ Who at all of men knew what 
God really is before He came^?'' Stephanus and some others 
• c. 9. 

' This explanation is given by Prudentius Maranus, in loo., who describes the 
language as '* minus accurate." < Otto, in loc. 1^ See Otto, p. 93. 

' Tls yhp SXms iu^p^hnty Iprlffrwrot rl war* tart Bids, wply alrrhy i\6uy ; 
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take the avrov as referring to the Son of God. This con- 
struction is perfectly admissible, for the whole of the pre- 
ceding section refers to the work of the Son. But a difficulty 
arises from there being a break in the manuscript ; for as we 
do not know how much has been omitted, a new subject 
may possibly have been introduced. And even were there 
not this difficulty, the more natural construction would be to 
refer the avrov to ©cJs. But even this construction does not 
identify the Son with the Father ; for the idea plainly is, that 
no man had a notion of what deity is until Christ, who was 
0€(^, made his appearance. The Son is not 6 06O9> but He is 
possessed of a divine nature, and therefore was capable of ex- 
hibiting to man the properties of a divine nature. That this 
is the right interpretation, other passages of the writing tend 
to show. Fot in describing God, while wielding powers over 
the Son, he says, '' As a king sending, He sent a king, his 
Son; He sent Him as God*^; He sent Him as to men^^' And 
in describing the result of his coming he says, " These things 
are the power of God (0€o{;, without the article): these are the 
tokens of his presence'".'' We are safe then, we think, in be- 
lieving that the writer regarded the Son as 0€os; that he did not 
regard the Son as identical with the Father, but thought that 
He possessed a divine nature which could exhibit the Father's. 
There is no express statement of a subordination of the Son 
to the Father; but many of the statements with regard to 
the Son plainly imply that He was under obedience to the 
Father. Thus it is again and again said that the Father sent 
Him; and the Father is in one passage represented as conceiv- 
ing a great and inexpressible idea, and then communicating it 
to his Son alone''. There is also another interesting passage 
in which the Son is spoken of as the Aoyoy, and his person- 
ality seems to vanish in a mere property of God's mind 
according to our ideas. ^'The truly almighty, all-creating, 
and invisible God Himself implanted from heaven in men and 

k There eeems to me some confusion in the text here : perhaps the proper 
reading is, its 8cbs ffm/i^ty 9fhy wphs iivBpi&irovs. 

1 c 7. " Ibid. » c. 8. 

VOL. II. K 
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fixed in their hearts the truth and the word [Logos] , holy and 
incomprehensible; not, as one would conjecture, sending to 
men a servant either an angel or ruler . . but the very artist and 
fashioner of the whole, by whom He created the heavens, &c., 
... by whom all things have been arranged and defined and 
subjected [to man] <>, the heavens and the things in them, the 
earth and the things in the earth, the sea and the things in 
the seap,^^ &c. We omit part of the description, but the 
purpose of the whole passage is to show that God made all 
things in heaven and earth by means of his Logos ; that the 
laws of the material universe are merely the ordinances of this 
Logos. Interpreted according to our modem ideas this simply 
means that God displayed the exercise of his reason in creation 
and the regulation of the material world. But the writer repre- 
sents the reason as a being, and identifies the reason with the 
being whom God sent to man. ^^ Him He sent to them,'' he 
continues, and describes how He sent Him in a passa^, part 
of which has been already quoted. The Son thus being the 
reason of God must have a divine nature, and, perhaps, if the 
whole idea was carried out to its full results, it might imply 
the identification of the Son with the Father, But the point 
to be observed is, that the writer here distinctly separates them 
where the modern mind would unite them. 

The object of God's sending Christ into the world is stated 
in several forms. God sent the Son as saving, as persuad- 
ing men, since God does not employ violence, as loving men, 
not as judging them. There is nearly a whole chapter on 
the work of Christ which deserves examination. '^ God gave 
his own Son a ransom for us, the holy for the lawless, the 
guileless for the wicked, the just for the unjust, the incor- 
ruptible for the corruptible, the immortal for mortals. For 
what else could cover our sins than his righteousness ? Li 
whom was it possible that we, the lawless and impious, should 
be made righteous {^iKamOrivaC) y but in the Son of God alone? 
O the sweet exchange ! O the unsearchable contrivance ! O the 
unexpected benefits ! that the lawlessness of many should be 

° See Otto's note for the defence of this translation. p c. 7» 
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hid in one righteous, and that the righteousness of one should 
make (dtfcatcScn;) many who are lawless, righteous ^ \" It is to 
be noticed that the work of the Son is described here as 
purely a moral work ; that the writer neither speaks of guilt 
nor its punishment, and that, therefore, there is no hint of a 
theory of legal substitution. Accordingly, ^ for' in all the 
expressions, even with Xvrpor, is expressed by vtt^p, 'in behalf 
of/ The exchange mentioned is the exchange of righteousness 
for lawlessness. 

The writer plainly intimates the second coming of Christ. 
'^ God will send Him to be our judge, and who shall abide his 
appearing' V 

One of the most important questions discussed in this letter 
is the reason why Christ was so long in coming into the 
world. With this question is connected the state of man 
before the appearance of Christ. No mention is made of the 
writer's ideas with regard to the original state of man. He 
asserts that God loved men, that He made the world for men 
(W), that He subjected all things in earth to them, that He 
gave them reason {koyos) and intelligence (i/oiJs), and formed 
them out of his own image {Ik rrjs lUas dKovos eTiAao-c). 
Some of these statements, along with the assertion already 
quoted with regard to the A6yos, would lead one to infer that 
the writer must have believed that God did not utterly aban- 
don man before the coming of Christ. Yet in substance this 
is his explanation of the coming of Christ, that God wished 
to show that man could not save himself, that salvation must 
<;ome only through a saviom' appointed by God. God was 
always kind, and conceived an inexpressible idea in his mind 
which He communicated to his Son alone. While He kept 
and preserved this wise counsel in secret (ei; fxvaTrjpCta) He 
seemed to neglect and overlook us, but when He revealed 
through his beloved Son, and made manifest what had been 
prepared from the beginning. He afforded all things to us at 
once 8. . ♦ • Up to the time, then, at which Christ came, 
^^ He permitted us to bje carried away by disorderly impulses 

« c. 9. ' c. 7. • c. 8. 
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just as we wished^ led away by pleasures and desires^ not 
because He at all rejoiced in our sins^ but endured^ nor be- 
cause He consented to that period of wickedness^ but be- 
cause He was fashioning the present period of righteous- 
ness, so that being proved in time past to be unworthy 
of life from our own deeds, we might now have it vouch- 
safed to us by the kindness of God ; and having manifested 
our inability by ourselves of entering into the kingdom of 
God, we might become able by the power of God. When 
therefore our iniquity had been tilled up, and it had been 
made perfectly manifest that punishment and death were 
expected as its reward, and the time came which Qt)d had 
appointed before to manifest his goodness and power ^,'^ 
God sent his Son. In the conclusion of this chapter it is 
said, " God, then, having proved in the former time the in- 
ability of our nature to obtain life, and now having shown a 
Saviour who is able to save even what could not be saved ; by 
both things He wished us to trust to his kindness^ to r^;ard 
Him as nourisher, father, teacher, counsellor, physician, intel- 
ligence {vovv)y light, honom', glory, strength, life; not to be 
anxious for clothing and nourishment **.'' In accordance with 
this idea of God^s design the author says nothing of the part 
the Jewish scheme had in the work of Christ. Indeed, the 
scheme of God was not communicated to any one but the 
Son, One might be inclined to think that the remark '' God 
kept it kv \iv(TTr\ph^^y" might have some reference to the 
Jewish scheme, that the great idea was not indeed revealed, 
but it was in the Jewish, concealed, kept a secret. But the 
writer's exposition of the Jewish system scarcely permits us 
to do even this. For he rejects the very notion of sacrifice. 
'^ For they,'' he says, ^^ who think that they ofier sacrifices 
through blood and fat and holocausts, and that they glorify 
God with such honours, do not seem to me to difier from those 
that show the same zeal in paying honour to dumb things 
(idols) y." He attacks the Jewish timidity with regard to food, 
their superstition with regard to sabbaths, and their absurd pride 

* c. 9. « Ibid. » c. 8. y c. 3. 
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about circumcision, not because the use of these things had 
passed away and Christianity had fulfilled the law, but be- 
cause they were essentially irrational. ^^ How is it lawful/' 
he says^ '^ to receive some of the things created by God for 
the use of man as if well created, and to reftise others as use- 
less and superfluous ? How is it not impious to lie against 
God as if He forbade the doing of any good deed on the day 
of the Sabbath ? How does it not deserve scorn that people 
should boast of the diminution of their flesh as a testimony of 
their selection by God, as if on this account they were espe- 
cially beloved by Qt)d2 ?'' At the same time, in considering 
these passages it has to be careftdly borne in mind that the 
writer contrasts the practices of Jews with those of Christians. 
He is not speaking of historical Judaism, but of Judaism as 
it showed itself side by side with Christianity. 

The writer's opinion with regard to heathenism is strongly 
pronounced, but we cannot regard it as giving us a complete 
idea of all that he thought on the subject. He speaks of the 
empty and trifling arguments (Aoyovs) of the philosophers; 
calls them in derision '' worthy of trust %'' and after stating 
the opinions of a few of them, and those only the earliest, he 
adds, "These things are the wonder-making and deceit of 
cheats**.'' He is equally severe on the common religion of 
heathens. He finds in it nothing but pure worship of stocks 
and stones. 

Man Converted. — Of the work of God in man after he has 
trusted God's kindness the writer speaks once or twice. He 
describes the manners of the Christians in contrast with 
heathens and Jews, and praises their rectitude and piety ; how 
they live not according to the flesh, but have their life in 
heaven, and how they love all^. This moral change is, as we 
have seen, traced to Christ, and the method of its origin is in 
some measure set forth. For God has shown his love to 
men. This love naturally begets love, and " he who loves 
God will imitate God." He imitates Him when he takes up 
the burden of his neighbours, when being the superior he tries 

» c. 4. • c. 8. b Ibid. « c. 5. 
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to du guod to the inferior, when he grants to the needy what 
he hai» received from God. '^ He becomes,'' then says the 
mriter, *' a God of tbuee who receive**/' 

The writer says nothing of the Church. He makes several 
references to a future state. He describes the state of the 
Christians as a true living in heaven^ and consequently they 
may well despise what only is a $eemimg death here. He 
speaks of Christians expecting incomiption in the heavens f, 
and he says that God has promised the kingdom of heaven ^ 
to men. and that He will give it to those who love Him^. On 
the other hand, he speaks of '' the real death/' which is kept 
for those who shall be condemned to eternal fire, which shall 
punish those delivered to it even to the end*. Some have sup- 
posed tliat the expression m^XP^ ^^ rikovs implies a conclusion 
to the punishment, but it seems far more likely that the 
writer left his idea of future punishments indefinite. Nor are 
we to suppose that he must have regarded the punishment as 
eternal because he speaks of the soul as immortal ^^ for the 
soul might be supposed free from the power of death and yet 
not necessarily destined to exist for ever. 

Style, — ^The style of this epistle or address is admirable. 
From beginning to end it reads like a modem article — every 
word tells. It abounds in admirable contrasts. It sets forth 
its ideas in plain well-chosen words, and never fails to enforce 
its meaning clearly and beautifully. The Greek is also good 
Greek, differing YGry wndely from the Greek common with 
the Christian writers, and approaching very nearly to what is 
called the best classic. The opening sentences seem to be an 
imitation of the introduction of Demosthenes' oration we/n 

After having thus given some idea of the epistle and its 
contents, we shall now examine the statements that seem to 
have been thought to throw any light on the writer or date 
of the letter. 

•* C. lO. 

'^ ThiH probably applies to their state here as well as hereafter, c. lo. 
^ Q.d. * This also may refer to the state of Christians in this world. 

^ c. JO. J Ibid. k jj. (J. 
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There are three passages which have been adduced as givmg 
some clue to the date. 

The Christian religion is called Kaivhv tovto yivos ^ ^irin}- 
h€viia 1. Some have fancied that the epithet ' new' applied to 
Christianity is proof that the work was written soon after the 
time of Christ*". But the falseness of this notion is sufftciently 
shown by the circumstance that Tertullian in his day called it 
^new/ and so did Eusebius in his time. Others have laid 
stress on the word ^now' which occurs in the same clause — 
*' This new kind has entered now and not before'' — but multi- 
tudes of passages show that vvv can apply to centuries as well 
as days. Two of these passages— one from Justin Martyr", 
and another from Eusebius ° — are given in Semisch's work, 
and have peculiar force as relating to the very same subject. 
'^ These things/' says Eusebius, ^^ formerly laid up in divine 
oracles, have now became evident to us through the teaching 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

The Jews are spoken of as still offering sacrifices P. Hence 
it is inferred that Jerusalem had not yet been destroyed. But 
the inference is based on the supposition that the Jews ceased 
to offer sacrifices on the destruction of the city, whereas we 
know, on the testimony of Hilary *i, Julian', and others, that 
they continued for a long time after to offer up sacrifices in 
a private manner ; and, at all events, writers subsequent to 
Justin upbraid the Jews with representing God as delighting 
in holocausts, the blood of rams, bulls, and goats s. Otto* 
lays stress on the phraseology of the passage. The words 
are, ^^ They, thinking that they accomplish sacrifices to Him 
through blood," &c. He supposes that the writer refers more 
to what they wished and meant to do than to what they did. 
Or, as Mohler puts it, ^^ The ceremonial law still continued in 

^ C. I. 

« Tillemont, Mem. torn. ii. P. i, p. 366, where for the first time doubts were 
expressed in regard to Justin being the author of the letter. Tillemont does not 
give the doubts as his own, but those of a judicious person. ^ Apol. i. 63. 

o Euseb. prsep. Evang. lib. i. p. 3 ; Otto adduces several more, p. 14. 

p c. 3. n In Psalm Iviii. n. la. » Ap. Cyrill. Alex. lib. ix. p. 305. 

« Euseb. in Psalm Ixv. n. 15. These passages are adduced by Maranus, 
Proleg. Pars iii. p. Ixxv. ' p. 15, 
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foree^ the sacriiices ought to have been offered up^ only unfor- 
tunate circumstances prevented this ; the Jews were therefore 
exactly as if they did offer them : and in spirit they really 
did offer them-/' 

Christians are spoken of as being ^' warred against by the 
Jews as persons of another tribe (iXkit^koC) /' This is sup- 
posed to refer to the Jewish war of Barchoehebas^ and some 
have therefore assigned the letter to the year 134 or 135*; 
but the onlv reason for such a reference is that Justin informs 
us that in that war Barchochebas ordered the Christians to be 
carried off to terrible tortures if they did not deny Christy. 
From the CH>ntext it is plain that the writer refers to a regular 
state of matters^ not to a single instance of cruelty ; and no 
one need look out for a single historical instance^ when we 
know from the Acts of the Apostles and all subsequent 
history^ that the Jews waged an exterminating war against 
the Christians. 

On examination^ then^ these supposed indications of a date 
fail us entirely. Nor can we find anywhere in it anything 
like a distinct trace. The description in chapter 5 of the 
habits of the Christians would lead one to suppose that they 
were widely spread^ but there is not a single phrase in it 
which would not be perfectly applicable to the condition of 
the Christians when the Apostolical Epistles were written. 
Mention is also made of exposing Christians to wild beasts^ 
but it is far more easy to conjecture than fix a date for the 
first occurrence of such an event ^. 

When we try to fix the qualities of the author^ we find our- 
selves engaged in a very curious problem. Let us put the 
principal points together. Was the author a Greek Christian ? 
If he were, how could he so misrepresent the heathen religion 

u Mohler's Gesammelte Schriften und Au&atze, herauBgegeben von Dol- 

linger. Begensburg, 1839. Erster band, p. 23, in an article entitled Uebep 

den Brief an Diognetos. 

' Bunaen, Christianity and Mankind, vol. i. p. 170. 7 ApoL i. c. 3IJ 

' On these data some have assigned the date of the epistle to the time of 

Trajan. See Mbhler's article mentioned above, and Woetoott's History of the 

CanoD, p. 99. 
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as to suppose it a mere worship of stocks and stones ? Only 
the lowest and basest of the Greeks and Romans paid their 
devotions to the mere dumb idols that stood before them. 
All the thoughtful among them worshipped the divinities 
through the representations (6f6«\a), and, however they may 
have occasionally fallen into Fetichism, they would have 
scorned the application of such a notion to their case. But 
not only was this the case, but the great majority of heathens 
had come to have very little belief in the individual parts of 
the Greek mjrthology. They respected and worshipped the 
gods, but they did not believe the stories told about them, and 
they were superior to the notion that attention to stones was 
peculiariy gratifying to them. And what could Diognetus be, 
to whom this argument is addressed ? Was he a worshipper 
of the stones? Many of the Christian writers adduce the 
same argument against the heathen religion which the writer 
of the epistle brings forward, but they adduced it as only a 
part of their argument, and a small part. He is content with 
it alone, and gives no hint of the ancient idea that demons 
connected themselves with idols, and felt the honour or 
dishonour done to their images. 

Was the writer a Jewish Christian ? But how could he, if 
he were, so entirely dwell on the dark side of Judaism without 
one single redeeming word ? Could he have so entirely turned 
from the religion of his fathers as to hate and despise it so 
thoroughly ? And what could Diognetus have been, who was 
especially {^iXixna) desirous of hearing about the Jews, and to 
whom the writer thought it enough to say only a few words 
of withering scorn and contempt about them ? If he were 
interested in them and knew them, the words of the writer 
must have produced anjrthing but a favourable impression of 
his candour, and if he were ignorant of them, how unfair it 
was of the writer to say only what he has said. 

Then what are we to think of a man, who writes in a beau- 
tiful Greek style, and consequently must have been highly 
cultivated, hurling indiscriminate abuse on all the Greek 
philosophers, passing by their solutions of the mysteries of 
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life in a few sentences^ and with evident* gusto mentioning 
their eternal damnation*. 

Among the other remarkable things in this epistle are the 
following. The writer addresses Diognetns, but in chapter 2, 
when describing heathens^ he changes from the second person 
singular to the second person plural. If he does so because 
Diognetus was a heathen^ Diognetus would not thank him. 
'^ These/* stones, &c., ^^ ye call gods ; these ye serve, these ye 
worship, and ye become entirely like them.'' 

The writer makes the assertion that ^^ neither Jews nor 
Greeks could give a reason for their hatred of Christians/' 
They may not have been able to give a satisfactory reason, 
but any person living in the first ages of Christianity must 
have known that both of them had hundreds of reasons for 
hating the Christians. The writer subsequently gives one 
reason why the world hated them ; namely, because they were 
opposed to the passions of the world. 

The writer never identifies himself with the Christians. 
He does not in any passage say ' we' when he means Chris- 
tians, but from beginning to end calls them Christians. 

Besides all this there are several modes of expression which 
at the least look questionable Greek; t^v O€ocr€fi€uw tQv Xpicr- 
TiavSiv fjLa$€lv, vis^popav KoV/mov, yivos cJcr^X^cv €15 tov fiCov, icai- 
vbs ivOpfdiTosj peculiar use of (f>p6injai,$ and of ipict, y€paCp€iv, 
fvbaipLOve'LV, 

Let us look now at the theories regarding it. We pass by 
those that ascribe it to Timothy, ApoUos, Clemens Romanus, 
and to many others b, for they are the merest conjectures un- 
supported by a shadow of evidence, and discuss the reasons 
which have been given for assigning it to Justin, as is often 
done, or to Marcion, as Bunsen has done. 

But we have already, in fact, stated good reasons for not 
believing it to be the work of Justin. Justin had juster views 

• Some of these points are well brought out by Pressens^, Second Series, 
vol. ii. p. 413 ff., who praises it very highly, p. 424. It is generally very 
highly extolled by evangelical theologians, such as Bennet, pp. 6-jo. 

* See Otto, p. 44. 
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both with regard to heathenism and Judaism. Nor can this 
objection be removed by the supposition that the epistle is 
imperfect, for the writer answers all the inquiries made by 
Diognetus as they are stated in the first chapter. We do 
not think Justin differs in any other respect from the views 
of the writer c. The entire difference rests on the respective 
ideas which were formed of the work of Christ in relation to 
the races of men existing on the earth before the coming of 
Christ, and their destiny. But even if the views had been the 
same, the style would have formed an insuperable barrier to 
the belief that Justin was the author. 

At first sight there seems more reason for attributing the 
work to some heretic who, advancing farther than Barnabas, 
cut off all connexion between the generations before Christ 
and those after Him. Be this as it may, Marcion cannot have 
been the writer, at least after he had matured his system. 
For we have seen that the writer regarded God as not only 
the creator but the fashioner {hr)yLiovpy6s) of the world, and 
the Logos is designated its artist {T^xvirris)' There is this 
agreement between the writer and Marcion, that both cut off 
all connexion between the ante-Christian and post-Christian 
world. But the theories of both with regard to the world 
before Christ are widely different ; for the writer of the 
epistle maintains that it was God^s plan, known also to the 
Logos, to let men remain in their sins, and show them that 
they could not by their own natures save themselves. Mar- 
cion, on the other hand, traced the coming of Christ to God^s 
desire to save men from the dominion of the Demiurge. 
There are many objections besides this which might be urged 
against Marcion's authorship of the epistle^. The exposition 
of the doctrines of the epistle is quite sufficient of itself. Only 
we may add this remark, that it would be a singular thing for 
a man in Marcion^s circumstances to have written a letter and 
yet not expressly mentioned one of his peculiar doctrines, and 
to have indicated the only one which the letter discloses simply 

^ The agreement with Justin is elaborately exhibited in Otto, pp. 26-36. 
^ See Otto, p. 43, for a few minute objections. 
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by silence. We should not think it likely^ too, that a man who 
had been compelled to establish a sect would speak of Chris- 
tians in general, without saying something of some of them 
in particular. It is indeed possible; for Marcion might put 
out of sight all subordinate matters in the hope of presenting 
to his friend a full view of essential Christianity. 

Before we conclude our observations on this epistle we have 
to lay before our readers a few particulars about its codex and 
the first edition by H. Stephanus. There is extant, as we have 
mentioned already, only one oodex, preserved at Strasburg. 
There are two handwritings in this MS., the earliest of which 
is supposed to belong to the thirteenth or fourteenth centuiy^ 
and in which is the epistle to Diognetus. The manuscript con- 
tains, in addition to this work, the treatises ascribed to Justin^ 
De Monarchia, Expositio Rect® Fidei, Oratio ad Grentiles, the 
Supplicatio of Athenagoras, and his treatise on the Resurrec- 
tion. By the later hand, and placed between the Epistle to 
Diognetus and the Supplicatio of Athenagoras, are '^ The B«d 
Lines of the Sibyl,'' and " The Oracles of the Greek Gods.'' 
And after the work of Athenagoras on the Resurrection in 
the later hand, are writings of Cyril of Alexandria, treatises 
against Armenians, Ishmaelites, and other works of a like 
nature «. An inscription on the back of the wooden binding 
of the manuscript informs us that the manuscript belonged 
to Johannes Reuchlin. 

Besides this codex there remains a copy of the Epistle to 
Diognetus, made from some MS. by Henricus Stephanus. 
This copy is preserved in the university of Leyden. Beurer, 
Professor of Greek, also made a copy from the same MS. as 
Stephanus, but after him, and sent to Stephanus his transla- 
tion and notes. Otto believes that the manuscript used by 
Stephanus could not have been the Strasburg oodex : Bunsen 
asserts positively that it was. In going over the various 
readings we have noticed the extraordinary number of suc- 
cessAil conjectures which Stephanus says he made, and which 
agree to a letter with the Strasburg codex. Thus in chapter i, 

* Otto, ProlegomeDa, xv. 
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the Apographon Beureri^ as Bearer's copy is called^ and 
tbat of Stephuius had i^s^ Stephanus put it out and it is not 
found in the Strasburg codex. In chapter 7, Stephanus gave 
from his MS., t4\€6v re » i^ofxoiovaSf. He thought that avroiv 
would supply the blank. The Apographon Beureri had rikiov 
bi avTois, the bi being inserted by another hand. In the 
Strasburg MS. we have riktov d* avrols. In the same chapter 
Stephanus edited Tb*\4y€iv, at the same time stating that in the 
MS. the letters were rb ir\» Xiytw, whence he and Beurer made 
TO ttXc ^ kiy€iv, which the Strasburg codex has, '^ evidently 
with the first hand ^" In chapter 3 the codex of Stephanus 
reads t&v • ra. Stephanus supplied ei9, which '^ is evidently 
recognised by the Strasburg codex.^^ In chapter 4 Stephanus 
read ovblv, but proposed avbk or ovbtvo^. The Strasburg codex 
reads ovb€v6s* In the same chapter Stephanus read imprvp** 
X\»». He conjectured from this the reading ixaprvpiov x^^»7^'» 
and gives reasons for not using ixafrrvpCav (propter affinitatem 
generis), and for not using \\€va<rfiov instead of ^Xctn^s (spatium 
breviori tantum vocabulo relictum erat). The Strasburg codex 
reads exactly fuxprupiov ykeir\s. In the same chapter Stephanus 
gave /ui» and conjectured firfv&v, which is found in the Strasbui^ 
codex. In chapter 5 Stephanus edited dXX' •• koivtiv. He con- 
jectured ov KOLvfiVj which is found in the Strasbui^ codex, 
in the old hand, but slightly touched. In chapter 7 
Stephanus omitted iXrfO&Sy but translated it. In the same 
chapter Stephanus found & in his MS. and made it Ayiov, which 
is found in the Strasburg codex. In chapter 8 Stephanus 
edited fi€v • wvp, Beurer's gave fx€v irvp without any blank. 
Stephanus conjectured tiv€s, which is found in the codex of 
Strasburg, though very faded. 

These are the principal coincidences. It is to be remem- 
bered that Stephanus made several conjectures which are not 
found in the Strasburg manuscript. If he used that manu- 
script, is it possible to suppose him honest; and if he did not, 
where did he get his copy ? 

A mystery certainly seems to hang about this epistle and 

f Otto. 
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its manuscripts. The curious variations of the readings, and 
the circumstance that Bobertus Stephanus — who, his son says, 
had the manuscript — did not publish the Epistle to Diognetus, 
led me to suspect that the Epistle to Diognetus might pos- 
sibly be the production of Ilenricus Stephanus himself. If the 
Strasburg codex is as old as it is said to be, this notion would 
be completely refuted. And even if it were not, one should 
be cautious in attributing a forgery to any one. I am inclined 
to think it more likely that some of the Greeks who 
came over to Italy when threatened by the Turks may have 
written the treatise, not so much from the wish to counter- 
feit a work of Justin^s as to write a good declamation in the 
old style. But there is no sound basis for any theory with 
regard to this remarkable production. 

We scarcely need bestow any consideration on the remaining 
portion of the epistle. The proofs of its lateness are of the 
most conclusive character. The writer speaks of himself " as 
having been a disciple of apostles,^^ and as now becoming a 
" teacher of nations,^' ministering to those who become worthy 
pupils of the truth the things delivered to him. Mention is 
made of the &pia irar^/wor, decrees determined on by councils of 
the fathers, and of Kr]pol (wax-candles), as the text has it, or of 
K\rjpoCj according to the best emendation of it. Besides this, 
the style is totally different, the subject-matter has no con- 
nection with what precedes, and replies to none of the in- 
quiries made by Diognetus; and there are more things at 
which a modern mind hesitates, such as the references to the 
tree of knowledge and the virginity of Eve, within its two 
chapters than within the ten chapters of the preceding portion. 
Indeed, these flaws are more sure signs of the antiquity of 
this piece than we have of the other; for the idea that Adam^s 
first sin was that of an unholy desire for the enjoyment of 
Eve is purely an antique notion. 

X. THE SPURIOUS WORKS, 

We need say little here of those works which are unques- 
tionably spurious. Some of these are of considerable interest 
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in themselves, but all those that meddle with doctrinal 
matters contain unequivocal signs of an origin much later 
than the time of Justin. 

The Exposition of the Right Faith (Ix^eo-is t^s dp^s 
wiorecos) is a discussion of the Trinity and Incarnation. The 
terms common in controversy after the Nicene creed abound 
in every page, and the Monophysite heresy is particularly 
attacked s. Its date has therefore been placed towards the 
end of the fifth century. 

The Epistle to Zenas and Serenus is full of moral precepts, 
some of them of a strongly Stoic character. The whole tone 
of the writer is quite different from the tone of the second 
century, and the allusions to the New Testament are frequent 
and familiar. There is no clue to a date in the work. 

The Refutation of Certain Aristotelic Doctrines {(kvarponri 
hoy liar <av riv&v ^ ApiaTOT€\iK&v) is a purely philosophical work. 
There is no appeal to Christian teaching in any way. The 
writer treats of God and creation. There is here also no 
clue to a date. 

The Replies to the Orthodox on Certain Necessary In- 
quiries (diroK/JiVeiy irpos rovs 6p6ob6(ovs itepC twwv ivayKaCoav 
(rjTrjixiTtoi;) is an interesting work, and solves with great dis- 
cretion some difficulties that will suggest themselves to most 
Christians. The writer uses the post-Nicene terms in speak- 
ing of the Trinity; he quotes Irenseus** and Origen^ expressly 
by name. He speaks of fiovaxpi, eremites and anchorites, of 
the fall of Hellenism, of the Manichaean heresy, of miracles at 
the tombs of martyrs, and similar matters. 

The Questions of Christians to Greeks (Gentiles) (^/xttT^rrcty 
XpiaTULPiKoi irpos rohs ''EXXrivasi) contains an express allusion 
to the ManichsBan heresy; and the other spurious work. 
Questions of the Greeks to the Christians {ipiorrjaus ^EkkrjviKoi 
irpos Tovs Xpiimavojus), is occupied with philosophical discus- 
sions on the incorporeity of God and the resurrection of the 
dead. 

8 cc. 14, 15. ^ Answer 115. ^ Ibid. 8a and 86. 
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XI. LITERATURE. 
I. MANUSCRIPTS. 

Genuine Works. — The manuscripts of the spurious works of 
Justin are numerous : of the Apologies and the Dialogue witli 
Trypho there are only two. These are : i. Codex Regius Pari- 
sinus CDL, formerly numbered 1428, afterwards 1^270, in 
the Royal Library of Paris. It was written in 1364. It 
contains, in addition to the Apologies and Dialogues, all the 
other works ascribed to Justin, except the Epistle to Diog- 
netus. It has also the treatise of Athenagoras, Trt/ol avaaTa- 
aews rCiv v€KpQv. 2. Codex Claromontanus LXXXII, now in 
the library of Thomas Philipps, Middleshill, Broadway, Wor- 
cestershire. It is supposed to belong to the fifteenth century. 
It contains the same treatises as the Codex Regius, and is 
reckoned a copy of that manuscript. 

TAe Oratio ad Gentiles. — The Oratio ad Gentiles is found in 
the Codex Argentoratensis, described in our notice of the 
Epistle to Diognetus. 

The Hortatory Address. — The Hoi-tatory Address to the 
Greeks is contained in the two manuscripts already men- 
tioned. Codex Parisinus CDL, and Codex Claromontanus 
LXXXII. It is found also in several others. The most 
important is one in the Public Library at Paris. Otto calls 
it Codex (Regius) Parisinus CDLI, once numbered 1169 and 
afterwards 227 !• This manuscript was written in a.d. 914, 
and is valued highly. It contains, among other things, the 
Apology of Athenagoras and his tractate on the Resurrection. 

The Hortatory Address is also contained in Codex (Regius) 
Parisinus CLXXIV, first marked 1358, then 2919, in the 
same library. It contains besides the two works of Athena- 
goras and the Apology of Tatian. It is supposed to belong 
to the tenth or eleventh century. 

It is found in another manuscript of the same library. 
Codex Parisinus XIX, of little value, written in the six- 
teenth century ; in the Codex Argentoratensis ; in a manu- 
script called by Otto Codex Gissensis DCLXIX, written, it 
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is supposed^ about 1535, collated by Credner for Otto ; and 
in three Italian codices. Codex Florentinus XXXII, n. IX, 
plut X, Codex Bononiensis, mentioned in our notice of 
Athenagoras, and Codex Mutinensis, mentioned in our notice 
of Tatian. 

De Monorchia, — ^The treatise De Monarchia is found in 
Codex Farisinus CDL, and Codex Claromontanus LXXXII, 
and in the Codex Argentoratensis mentioned above; and a 
translation of it is found in the manuscript called Codex 
Vimariensis. 

II. EDITIONS. 

The first edition was published by Robertus Stephanus, 
Paris, 1 55 1, fol. It contained the works given in the Codex 
Regius. 

The next edition contained the same works of Justin along 
with the Oration to the Gentiles and the Epistle to Diog- 
netus. It was prepared by Frederick Sylbm'g, Heidelberg, 

The works of Justin were edited, along with those of 
Athenagoras, Theophilus, Tatian, and Hermias, by Frederick 
Morell, Paris, 16 15, fol., and afterwards in 1636. This 
edition was reprinted at Cologne, or rather Wittemburg, 
with some additional notes, 1686, fol. 

The next collected edition of the works of Justin was 
superintended by the Monk Prudentius Maranus, Paris ^, 
17412, fol. This splendid work contains also the writings of 
Tatian, Athenagoras, Theophilus, and Hermias. It is fur- 
nished with a Prsefatio which discusses in a very satisfactory 
way many points relating to the life, editions, and opinions 
of the writers. This edition was reprinted at Venice, 1747, 
fol.; in Oallandi's Bibliotheca ; and in the collection of Ober- 
thiir. The most recent and best edition of Justin is by 
Joannes Carolus Theodorus Otto. It is divided into three 

^ Some of the copies have Hags Comitum on the title-page. See Mosheim, 
Dissertt. ad hist, ecclesiast. pertin. vol. ii. p. vii. Pr»f. not. ; Otto, Prolegg. 
xxxi. 

VOL. II. L 
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volumes (tomi). The first contains the undoubted works of 
Justin — the Apologies and Dialogue. The second contains 
the doubtful works — Oratio ad Gentiles, Cohortatio ad Gen- 
tiles, De Monarchia, Epistola ad Diognetum, and Fragments. 
The third volume contains the spurious works — Expositio 
Recta; Fidei, Epistola ad Zenam et Serenum, Confutatio Dog- 
matum quorundam Aristotelis, Qusestiones et Responsiones 
ad Orthodoxos, Quaestiones Christianorum ad Gentiles, Quse- 
stiones Gentilium ad Christianos. The first edition of this 
work appeared at Jena, 1 842-1 847. The second edition 
appeared also at Jena, 1 847-1 850, 8vo. 

The A}X)logies and Dialogue of Justin have been often 
edited separately. Grabe edited the First Apology, Oxonise, 
1700, 8vo. Ilutchin edited the Second Apology, the Oratio 
Cohortatoria, the Oratio ad Gra^cos, and the book De 
Monarchia, Oxonia?, 1703, 8vo. And the Dialogue with 
Trypho was edited by Samuel Jebb, London, 1719, 8vo. All 
these editions are supplied with numerous notes. 

The two Apologies and the Dialogue with Trypho were 
carefully edited by Styan Thirlby, London, 17^12, fol. Harles 
mentions that some thought Markland was really the editor 
of this edition. 

The Apologies were also edited by Thalemannus, Lipsiae, 
1755, 8vo. ; Ashton, CantabrigisB, 1768, 8vo. ; Braunius, 
Bonnse, 1830, 8vo., sec. ed. i860; andTrollope, 1845, 8vo. 

Translations of the Apologies by Reeves, London, 17 10, 
8vo., reprinted 17 16; and by Temple Chevallier, Cambridge, 
1833, 8vo. In German, by Brunn; Second Apology by 
Goz, and extracts in Rossler. In French, by Jean de 
Maumont and Chanutus. In Italian, by Galliccioli. Brown 
translated the Dialogue with Trypho in 1745 : republished at 
Cambridge, 1846. A good translation of both the Apologies 
and of the Dialogue with Trypho appeared in the Library of 
the Fathers, Oxford, 1861. 

The Oratio ad Gentiles was published for the first time by 
Henry Stephanus, along with the Epistle to Diognetus, and 
after that incorporated in the collected works of Justin. 
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The treatise De Monarehia is printed in the collected 
editions of Justin^s works already mentioned. It is edited 
separately hy Jo. Adam Goz, Niirnberg, 1796, 8vo. 

The first edition of the Hortatory Address was printed 
at Paris, ^539^ 4^0' I^ appeared afterwards in the collected 
editions of Justin^s works by Robert Stephanas, by Sylbiirgy 
Hutchin, Maranus and Oberthiir, and Otto. It was trans- 
lated by the Rev. Th. Moses, London, 1757. 

The Epistle to Diognetus has been published along with 
the other works ascribed to Justin. It has also been edited 
by Olshausen, Boehl, Hefele, Grenfell, and Bunsen; and by 
Otto (185a), and by Krenkel (i860), separately. It has been 
often translated in religious periodicals, and a translation is 
given in Bunsen's Christianity and Mankind, vol. i. p. 174, 
and in a little work of great merit, "The Free Church of 
Ancient Christendom,'^ by Basil Cooper, London. 

Full notices of the manuscripts and editions are given in 
Otto's Prolegomena, and some important information is to be 
found in Fabricii Bibliotheca, ed. Harles, vol. vii. pp. 52-72. 

XII. Justin's chaeactbr and merits. 

Justin stands pre-eminent among the Apologists of thid 
age. He was respected and revered by the ancient Chris- 
tians l, and his writings are to us the most important which 
we possess for the elucidation of the history of Christianity 
in its contests with heathenism and Judaism in the middle 
of the second century. 

It would be absurd to claim for Justin a high place if 
he were judged merely by the powers of his mind. He is 
not a profound thinker ; he has no great philosophic grasp ; 
he does not arrange well what he has to say, nor does he 
say it in the best manner possible. On the contrary, his 
style is careless. Like the other Apologists of his age he 
deemed it wrong to trick out the truth with cunning words 
of man's wisdom. He again and again comes back to sub* 
ject& which he had discussed only a few chapters before. 

' See Semisch, vol. i. p. 208, note. 

L 2 
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Though he always has a distinct train of thought, yet he 
often fails to express the connexion in words, and it is only 
by patient thinking that we reach it. Yet Justin is not 
without considerable merit. He would have been an earnest 
man even if he had remained a heathen. He must have 
received a good education. We have seen how eagerly he 
went t« one philosopher after another in search of true 
knowledge. His works bear testimony to very extensive 
reading, and especially in a candid representation of the 
opinions of previous philosophers he is surpassed by none 
of his contemporary Apologists. 

Modem controversialists, for purposes of their own, have 
frequently endeavoured to diminish Justin's merits to the 
lowest point. They have dragged the mistakes he has com- 
mitted into light, as if they were something extraordinary. 
These men are unfair. Justin is not a whit inferior in 
accuracy to the best of his contemporaries. He has com- 
mitted mistakes, but so has Cicero, so has Plutarch, so have 
all the remarkable men of his own age. Fault has also been 
found with him because he did not study Hebrew, in order 
thereby to form a critical acquaintance with the text of 
the Old Testament. But no one in those days thought that 
it was essential to know the original of a book. People had 
perfect confidence in a translation, since a translation supplied 
all that they wished to know. And especially was this the 
case with the Septuagint. The tradition was, that this 
translation was made by men well able to do it satisfactorily ; 
and perhaps Justin may have believed with the writer of 
the Hortatory Address, that the translators were inspired 
to do their work perfectly. 

It has been inferred from Justin's continual appeals to 
the Septuagint, that he was ignorant of Hebrew. The ques- 
tion is one that cannot be settled. Justin gives, ofbener than 
once, etymologies of Hebrew words, so that he must have 
known a little at least™. And his being bom in Palestine 
would likely enough attract his attention to the subject. 

» Apol. i. c. 33. 
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But of this there can be no doubt, that he never appeals to 

the Hebrew original ; that he habitually used the Septuagint 

version ; and that his whole mode of thought is based on 

that version, just as if no Hebrew original had been in 

existence. It is true indeed that a very few of his quotations 

harmonize more with the Hebrew than do the same passages 

in the present text of the Septuagint. But there is every 

jreason to believe that there were various readings in his text 

of the Septuagint, or interpolations or alterations of subse- 

^uent copyistsn. 

The instances in which he has exhibited the want of a 

"true criticism are many. He accepts the productions of the 

Sibyl and Hystaspes as genuine prophetic books o. His whole 

"treatment of the Old Testament is in the highest degree 

-uncritical j and, as we shall see, he ventures to blame the 

Jews for expelling from their manuscripts passages which 

"there can be no doubt now were the fabrications of a Christian 

interpolator. He also appeals to a work, which he styles 

^^ The Acts which took place in the time of Pontius Pilate '' 

{(EK T<av iirl UovtIov UiKiTov yfvofxivoiv aicTcopP). This work 

ivas in all probability written by a Christian ; for, from the 

"two passages in which Justin notices it, we learn that it 

;3nentioned the miracles of Christ, and told how the soldiers 

<;a8t lots for his garment. As Justin had it, it would very 

likely be the earliest form of that gospel which is now extant 

Tmder the name of the Gospel of Nicodemus or the Acts 

of Pilate; for both the passages alluded to by Justin are 

iyo be found in this gospel^. It is difficult to say, however, 

-whether Justin was deceived in regard to its authorship. He 

nowhere says that it was written by a Jew or a heathen, 

much less by Pilate himself. He may have referred to it 

simply as a truthftd account of the events to which he wished 

"to draw the attention of those whom he addressed. Tlie 

direct appeal to it which Justin twice makes, renders it 

n See the whole matter discussed at length by Semisch, vol. i. p. 233. 

o Apol. i. c. 44, p. 8« B C. p Apol. i. 35, p. 76 C ; c. 48, p. 84 C. 

« See Tischendorf, Evangelia Apocrypha, Prolegg. p. Ixiv. 
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indeed likely that Justin believed the production to be an 
oflieial document, which any one might find if he went to 
the right quarter in search of it. 

The mistakes which have been laid to his charge are 
neither numerous nor imi>ortant. We shall notice the priti' 
cipal of them. 

The first is, that he represents Ptolemy king of Egyp^ 
as sending to '^ Herod, then king of the Jews, requestin 
of him copies of the books of the Prophecies'' for his library ^^ 
Some have attempted to remove this mistake ( ^ pudendu 
«rror,' as Thirlby calls it) by altering the text. But, if w 
recollect that Justin trusted to his memory, and if we call 
±0 mind how often most scholars would make mistakes in 
names if they had no opportunity to refer to books, we need 
not wonder at Justin having fallen into an error about a 
name. 

The second mistake is certainly a venial one. Justin makes 
Jethro the uncle of Moses by the mother's side^. In all 
probability he confounded for the moment Moses with Jacob, 
as Thirlby supposes. 

The third mistake for which he is blamed is, that he makes 
Herod Antipas succeed Archelaus, and 'Ogives him also the 
title of king*." Justin can scarcely be said to give him the 
title of king. He merely applies a prophecy in Hosea x. 6 
to him, in which the word that designates him is ^ao-tXciJy, 
a word which in a loose way may well enough have been 
applied to him. 

The last mistake is a curious one, and deserves full con- 
sideration. '' In the third place," he says, " after the ascension 
of Christ into heaven, the demons sent forth some men who 
asserted that they were themselves gods. These were not only 
not persecuted by you, but were deemed worthy even of 
honours. Among them was one Simon, a Samaritan from the 
village called Gitta, who, in the time of Claudius Caesar, 
having worked miracles of magic through the aid of demons 

^ Apol. i. c. 31, p. ya C. ■ Apol. i.e. 62, p. 95 B. 

* Semisch, vol. i. p. 145. Dial. 0. Tryph, 103, p. 331 A. 
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tliat acted within him, was deemed a god in your royal city 
of Rome, and has been honoured as a god with a statue by 
you. This statue has been erected on the river Tiber between 
the two bridges, having this Latin inscription, Simoni Deo 
sancto^/' Justin makes the same statement in Apol. i. c. 56* 
p. 91 B : '^For among you, as we said before, Simon, who 
was in the royal city of Rome in the time of Claudius Csesar, 
so bamboozled the sacred senate and the people of the 
Romans, that he was thought a god and honoured with a 
statue, like the other gods honoured among you/' Justin 
is precise in his statement, and he appeals to those who could 
well convict him of a mistake, if he had been wrong*. The 
statement, moreover, was believed and repeated by Irenseus, 
TertuUian, Eusebius, Cyril of Jerusalem, Augustine, and 
Theodorety; the latter two being possibly independent wit- 
nesses. And the statement would probably have been un- 
questioned to the present day, had not a stone been dug 
up in the Tiberine island in the year 1574 with the following 
inscription : — 

SEMONI SANCO DEO FIDIO SACRUM SEX. POMPEIUS S.P.F. 
COL. MUSSIANUS QUINQUENNALIS DECUR BIDEN- 

TALIS DONUM DEBIT. 

Immediately it began to be suspected that Justin had seen 
this stone, and had been led by a misinterpretation of it 
into the misstatement which we have quoted. And since 
that time the opinion of commentators has been divided; 
some maintaining Justin's accuracy, and some supposing 
him guilty of a gross mistake. I think the probability lies 
on the side of Justin's accuracy. 

It is scarcely possible to believe that Justin could have been 
so ignorant of Latin as not to be able to read the inscription 
with intelligence. If he did, then he could scarcely have 
imagined that the Semo Sancus mentioned in the inscription 

» Apol. i. c. 26, p. 69 C D. 

« Iren. Adv. Hser. lib. i. cxxiii. i ; Tertull. Apologet. c. 13 ; Euseb. Hist. 
Eccl. ii. 13 ; Cyril. Hier.Catech. vi. 14; Aug. De Haer. c. i ; Theodoret. Fabul. 
Hseret. i. c. i. tt See Maranus, Prsef., part, .ii c. xiii. p. 57. 
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was Simon the Magician. Moreover^ the inscription does not 
in the slightest degree indicate that the statue was erected 
by order of the senate. There is not a word to mislead Justin 
into such a supposition. Tliere is nothing incredible in the 
story itself. Lucian^s description of the honours which the 
charlatan Alexander procured by his oracular pretensions is 
satisfactory evidence that the Romans were not scrupulous in 
admitting questionable men into the rank of divinities'. It 
was, moreover, credible enough to Irenaeus and Tertullian and 
other Christian writers. And, lastly, the evidence on which 
Justin's accuracy is to be overturned is no evidence at all, but 
a mere suspicion arising from a singular coincidence. 

These are the great mistakes which have been adduced 
by some to show how extraordinarily careless and credulous 
Justin was. They really prove that Justin was not above 
his age. He shows the spirit of his age in many other things ; 
in having no definite system of interpretation, and a great 
indefiniteness in numbers. He probably makes Adam a 
prophet, and places him 5000 years before the birth of 
Christ a. He sets David down as living 1500 years before 
Christ^, and he defines his own day as 150 years after 
Christ's birth °. 

Justin's great merit lies in the intense hold with which he 
embraced Christianity. He found it, as he says himself, the 
only safe and advantageous philosophy^. And he permitted 
the new influence to penetrate every comer of his soul and 
to direct every energy of his mind. Indeed, Christianity 
seems to have struck him in various aspects. It, on the 
one hand, solved for him the problem which he fancied he 
was on the point of solving through the Platonic doctrines. 
It took the place of philosophy in his mind. But he was 
at the same time struck with the constancy of Christians 
in trial, and even in death. He, moreover, clearly saw that 

' See Thirlby's note on the passage in Justin, p. 40. 

» See Thirlby's note on Apol. L c. 31, p. 73 B. *» Apol. i.c. 49, p. 80 C. 

« Apol. i. 0. 46, p. 83 B. It is possible in this last case that Justin really 
meant 150 years and nothing more nor less. 
«* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 8, p. 225 B. 
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Christianity had gone far beyond the accomplishments of any 
system of philosophy ; for it had purified the lives of many 
who were totally incapable of comprehending philosophic dis- 
cussions. Justin therefore exhibits to us the instance of one 
who was to make Christianity harmonise with the large cul- 
ture of a man well trained in Greek philosophy and well read 
in Greek poetry. And it so happens that he is the first of 
this class whose writings have come down to us. 

Justin is a remarkable instance of the bold martyr spirit 
which characterised the Christians of his day. He feels no 
fear in the presence of emperors. He knows he is the citizen 
of a heavenly kingdom^ and the subject of a heavenly king ; 
and therefore he shrinks not from speaking boldly in the 
presence of those who can merely put his body to death. 
" We/' he says, '^ have come to the conclusion that we can 
receive injury^ from no one unless we be proved to be workers 
of iniquity or be convicted of wickedness. You can kill us ; 
injure us you cannot ®.'' Again, after stating that he hoped 
the emperor would be just to the Christians, he adds : ^^ But 
if, like fools, ye honour customs in preference to truth, do 
what you can^^' Again, " But if you listen to these argu- 
ments in a hostile frame, you can do nothing more than kill 
us, as we said before. This assuredly brings no injury to 
us, but to you and all who hate unjustly and do not repent 
it works eternal punishment in fires.^' This boldness is 
natural and is warranted. Some have thought that Justin 
carried it too far, and that he possibly would defeat his object 
by it. There is no good reason for such an opinion. Justin 
is never impolite. He states his opinion with modesty, but 
with firmness; and if he believed that eternal fire awaited 
emperor or beggar who hated unjustly, it was right, and he 
deemed it right, to lay the matter clearly before his readers 
without mitigation, yet without asperity. 

Such a man as Justin would be eminently truthful. He 
certainly conceals nothing. As the reader will see in the 
exposition of his theology, he gives those whom he addresses 

• Apol. i. c. 2, p. 54 A. f Ibid. c. 12, p. 59 D. « Ibid. c. 45, p. 83 B. 
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a full account of the eucharist. " I am not so wretched/' he 
says to Trypho, " as to say other things than what I think**/' 
And in another passage: "These things, said I, I should say, 
since I am anxious a1>out nothing else than speaking the 
truth, and will fear no one, even if you should immediately 
tear me in pieces for it ." 

Justin's Apology is an apology for Christians, like most of 
the other Apologies, and his exposition of Christianity and of 
the evils of polytheism is introduced to place the hardships of 
the Christian's treatment in a clearer light. We are there- 
fore not to expect a full and satisfactory refutation of heathen 
religions or a full and satisfactory defence of the Christian. 

His great and principal demand for the Christians is that 
they be not condemned unheard ; that in every case in which 
a Christian is brought to the bar of justice, a thorough 
examination be made into his conduct, and sentence be pro- 
nounced according to the evidence. What lay in the way 
of this fair trial, he states to be a prejudice, a too great 
desire to please superstitious men, an irrational impulse, and 
a long-continued evil report^. All these have their origin 
with the demons ^ "On their [Christians] confession and 
obedience and piety, punishment even to death has been 
inflicted by the demons and the host of the devil through the 
service which has beeil rendered to them by you [the Jews] "^.'' 
The demons are the authors of the violent impulses which 
drive the heathen into persecuting the Christians °. And 
they are also at the bottom of the false reports raised against 
Christians. 

The principal of these reports is that the Christians are 
atheists. Against this accusation Justin argues in the 
strongest manner, as may be seen from the abstract. He 
mentions also the other accusations of indiscriminate sexual 
intercourse, and the eating of human flesh" ; and he expresses 

*» Dial c. Tryph. c. 80, p. 306 C. * Ibid. c. 120, p. 349 C. 

k Apol. i. c. 2, p. 53 E. * Ibid. c. 5, p. 55 D. 

"» "Dial. c. Tryph. c. 131, p. 360 C. »» Apol. i. c. 5, p. 55 D. 

• ApoL i. 26, p. 70 B C ; Dial. c. Tryph. c. 10, p. 227 B. 
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his doubts whether these crimes may not have been com- 
mitted by heretics, and thus falsely attributed to true Chris- 
tians p. He affirms also that the Jews were especially 
instrumental in creating false impressions in regard to 
Christians. " Not only/' he says, " did you not repent of 
your evil deeds, but, selecting chosen men from Jerusalem, 
ye then sent them into all the earth, saying that the 
atheistic sect of the Christians had appeared, and making 
against us all those accusations which all those who do not 
know us make against us^/' 

Justin nowhere speaks of the law itself being against the 
Christians. On the contrary, he maintains that if the Chris- 
tians were tried, every true Christian would be found leading 
an irreproachable life, and he therefore demands that they be 
not condemned merely on account of the name. From one 
passage perhaps it might be inferred that there were not 
merely religious but political prejudices against Christians. 
''You,'' he says, "hearing that we expect a kingdom [j^aaiKdav^ 
'reign') have inconsiderately imagined that we mean a human 
one {avOpdiiiwov), while we all the while mean one which 
is with God, as is plain from the circumstance that when 
examined by you we confess that we are Christians, though 
we know that death is the punishment that follows our con- 
fession. For if we expected a human kingdom, then we 
fihould deny in order that we might not be cut off, and 
should try to avoid notice that we might obtain what we 
expect ; but since our hopes are not directed to the present 
time, those who kill us cause us no anxiety, for death is a 
universal debt^" 

In defending the Christians Justin finds many occasions 
to attack heathenism. His whole method of viewing poly- 
theism and its rites is simple. The myths and the rites were 
the inventions of the demons. The stories which the Greeks 
believed were not entirely false, but were sometimes the nar- 

p Apol. i. c. 26, p. 70 B. 

1 Dial. c. Tryph. c. 17, p. 234 E ; c. 108, p. 335 CD. 

' Apol. i. c. II, p. 58 E. 
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ratives of the real deeds of the demons. They were in the 
main^ however, the inventions of the demons to deceive and 
lead mankind away from the truth. The demons knew the 
books of Moses and the Prophets, and to prevent the heathen 
world from crediting these oracles of God they made their 
stories somewhat like the narratives given in these books. 
Justin adduces many instances of this distortion of the words 
of Moses and the Prophets. The demons thus enslaved the 
human race, terrifying them through punishments and alarms, 
teaching them to offer up sacrifices and incense, deluding 
them through magical writings, and sowing amongst them 
murders and adulteries, wars and impurities ^. The poets and 
the myth-writers were the principal agents through whom 
the demons subdued man. There is thus in mythology, ac- 
cording to Justin, no real evolution of man's nature. It is 
a delusion, sometimes indeed having an appearance of truth, 
but in reality all its stories and its rites are the snares of 
demons. Man is the victim. Poets and m3rth-writers are 
victims as much as any other. And Justin thinks that his 
work in regard to polytheism is to open the eyes of men to 
the delusions which have been practised on them, and to the 
immoralities and absurdity of the false worship. Jiistin's 
theory, it will be observed, is in the main the same as Plu- 
tarch's. Nevertheless, he finds occasional indications of human 
nature in the mythologic rites. At least he appeals to the 
summoning of the dead through magic, the descent of Ulysses 
to the infernal regions, and to many like intimations, as a 
reason for Greeks believing in a future state in which the 
souls of men will be capable of feeling s. 

Though Justin thus condemns polytheism almost wholesale, 
he does it with the greatest kindness. He says, again and 
again, that men have been beguiled into it; and he is ready 
to acknowledge any good that he can find in the poets and 
philosophers of the ancient world. His doctrine of the Logos 
came to his help here. The Logos had been God's instru- 

' See the Doctrine of Demons for the various passages. 
' Apol. i. c. 1 8, p. 65 A B C. 
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ment in the creation of the world, and especially of man, and 
Justin believed that the Logos had acted on the minds both 
of Jews and Greeks. Wherever there was any reason, there 
was a sure proof that the Logos had been in the man. 
''Those who have lived with reason (fxcra \6yov)y even though 
they were reckoned atheists, are Christians, such as among 
the Greeks, Socrates, Heraclitus, and those like them : and 
among barbarians, Abraham and Ananias, and Azarias, and 
Misael, and Elias, and many others ^'^ And speaking gene- 
rally of poets and philosophers, he maintains that seeds of 
truth appear to be among all, but they are proved not to 
have apprehended the truth accurately when they contradict 
themselves. These seeds of truth, however, are not got from 
the Logos directly. It is only they who lived with the Logos 
that were Christians. Many who were not, had also seeds of 
truth. For these were all derived from the prophets. '^ For all 
the statements,'' he says, " which philosophers and poets have 
made with regard to the immortality of the soul, or punish- 
ments after death, or the contemplation of heavenly things, 
or the like doctrines, they have been able to learn and have 
expounded, by drawing from the prophets «.'' 

Justin, as might have been expected, is far more favourable 
to the philosophers than to the poets. Especially fond is he 
of Socrates and Plato. We have seen already that he makes 
Socrates a Christian. He refers to the persecution of Socrates 
as a case exactly analogous to the persecutions of Christians. 
Speaking of the demons, he says, " When Socrates tried to 
bring these things to light by true reason and through a 
sifting examination, and to lead men away from the demons, 
the demons themselves, through men who rejoiced in iniquity, 
made him be killed as atheistic and impious, saying that he 
introduced new gods ; and they act in like manner in regard 
to us. For not only among the Greeks were these things 
refuted by reason through Socrates, but among the barbarians 
also, by Reason himself, who took a shape and became man, 
and was called Jesus Christ ^'.'' And in another passage he 

* Apol. i. c. 46, p. 83 C. « Ibid. c. 44, p. 82 A. ▼ Ibid. c. 5, p. 56 B. 
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places Socrates and Christ beside each other, remarking, how- 
ever, that "No one trusted Socrates so as to die for this 
doctrine ; but Christ, who was partially known even by So- 
crates, was trusted not by philosophers and scholars only, but 
also by artizans and people altogether unlearned */' 

Justin shows an intimate aecpiaintance with Plato, and an 
ardent appreciation of the truths which he proclaimed. The 
Apology of Justin is not without some resemblance to the 
Apology of Socrates; more, however, in tone than in form. 
The doctrine to which Socrates gives frequent utterance in 
the Apology and in several of the Platonic dialogues, that the 
soul cannot be injured but by doing wrong, is reproduced, as 
we have seen already, in Justin y. The Dialogue with Trypho 
is in form similar to the dialogues of Plato, and its introduc- 
tory chapters are filled with Platonic thought 2. In one of 
these Justin states that the end of the Platonic philosophy 
was the vision of God: and though Justin felt that the 
Platonic philosophy failed in accomi)lishing its end, yet he 
saw that the aim was Christian. He appeals to Plato as 
holding many of the Christian doctrines, though in an im- 
perfect way. These doctrines are the aiTangement and 
creation of the world, the belief in a future state of re- 
wards and punishments, and free will. He also imagined 
that Plato had an indistinct notion of the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 

In regard to the creation and ordering of the world, he 
says, " When we say that all things have been arranged and 
created by God, we shall seem to speak the doctrine of 
Plato *.'' Justin here uses the word ycycrflcr^at, which I have 
rather inaccurately translated ' created.^ The word is Pla- 
tonic, and means that they were brought into a state of 
phenomenal existence. It does not imply a creation out of 
nothing. Justin states elsewhere that Plato believed the 
world to be made out of shapeless matter. " In order,'' he 
says, " that ye may learn that it was from our teachers (we 

« ApoL ii. c. 10, p. 48 E. y Ibid. i. 2, p. 54 A. Platon. Apolog. p. 30 C. 
■ c. 2, p. 219 D. • ApoL i. c. 2o, p. 66 D. 
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mean the account given through the Prophets) that Plato 
borrowed his statement that God having changed matter 
which was shapeless, made the world (koV/io5, ^ order'), hear 
the very words spoken through Moses ^," 

In reference to a future state Justin affirms, " Plato in 
like manner said that Bhadamanthus and Minos would punish 
the unjust that went to them; but we say that the same 
thing will take place but by Christ «/' 

Justin quotes with approbation the assertion in the tenth 
book of the Republic — ahla kKo\xivov, Q>€os h\ ^vaiTLos^ 'the 
fault lies with the person who chose, God is faultless ' — and 
he tries to show that Plato borrowed this from Moses. 

In fact, as we have seen already, he believed that Plato 
gathered most of his truths from Moses, and therefore we 
need not wonder that he attempts to discover traces of a 
reference to God's Son and Holy Spirit in Plato. It will be 
seen too that Justin imagined that Plato read Moses d. 

The passages referring to the Son and the Spirit are so 
important that we give them fully. ''Then that which is 
said in the course of an inquiry into nature ((f>v<no\oyovix€ifov) 
in the Timseus of Plato with regard to the Son of God, when he 
says ' He placed Him crosswise in the whole,' he said taking it 
in like manner from Moses." Then Justin gives the narrative 
of the brazen serpent, and adds, " Which things Plato reading, 
and not accurately understanding, and not apprehending that 
it was the sign of the cross, but taking it to be a placing 
crosswise, he said that the power after the first God was placed 
crosswise in the whole. As to his speaking of a third, he 
did this when he read, as we mentioned before, that which is 
said by Moses, ' that the Spirit of God was borne above the 
waters.' For he gives the second place to the Logos, which 
is with God, who, he says, was placed crosswise in the whole ; 
and the third place to the Spirit which was said to be borne 
upon the water : saying, ' But the third round the third ©.' " 

This is the only reference which Justin makes to the 

»• Apol. i. c. 59, p. 92 C. c Ibid. c. 8. p. 57 B C. 

* Apol. i. c. 60, p. 93 B. • Ibid. c. 60, p. 9« E, 93 A B G. 
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supposed Platonic Trinity, and this is the only foundation 
on which the theory rests that Justin derived his Trinity 
from Plato, or was influenced by Plato in his formation of 
it. The passage in the clearest manner possible bears witness 
to the fact that Justin foisted his doctrines into Plato. The 
two passages which he quotes are among the most difficult 
in Plato. The one, ^yiaa^v airbv ev rw iravTi, does not occur 
at all, but is a paraphrase of a passage in the Timaeus' where 
Plato speaks of the soul of the universe. Justin has shut 
his eyes to the main drift of Plato's argument ; and, blindly 
misled by an eager desire to find the cross everywhere, he 
selects an illustration in which Plato uses the letter \ to 
explain how double circular motions might arise. This x 
he supposes Plato derived from Moses, but he was so far 
wrong in his interpretation as to make it a X instead of a 
cross. The other passage is taken from the second epistle 
ascribed to Plato, and which all great modem critics, with 
the exception of Grote, believe to be spurious. The words 
he quotes, to, hi rpCra itepl top rpirovy are exceedingly obscure. 
If both passages were thus obscure, and could not therefore 
reveal to the reader with certainty any of the doctrines of 
Plato, it is plain that Justin could not have got his notion 
of the Trinity from them. And the circumstance that he 
chooses two exceedingly obscure passages is proof that he 
had not been influenced by more intelligible passages, and 
that his interpretation of them depended on ideas in his 
mind that had got there irrespective of Plato. 

Justin expresses sympathy with Plato in his expulsion of 
Homer and the other poets from his Republic, and says that 
^' He* urged them to a full knowledge of the unknown God 
through the investigation of reason (Aoyov), saying, 'The 
Father and Fashioner of all it is not easy to find, and after 
finding Him it is not safe to disclose Him to all**."' Justin here 

' p. 36. 

ff The * he ' in the text of Justm is properly Socrates, but of course it is the 
Socrates of Plato whom he means, 
h Apol. ii. c. 10, p. 48 D. 
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quotes the famous passage of the Timseus', but instead of 
iuMvarov reads i(r(f>a\4s' There is no reason, however, as we 
have remarked elsewhere, for supposing that Justin imagines 
that Plato used the word ' safe ' because he was afraid of the 
fate of Socrates, for the words are placed by Justin in the 
mouth of Socrates. 

Justin notices the great defect of Plato^s teaching. It was 
not the whole truth. *' I confess,'^ he says, ^ that I boast and 
contend on all hands to be found a Christian, not because 
the teachings of Plato are diflPerent from those of Christ, but 
because they are not in all points like, as neither are those of 
the others. Stoics^ poets, or historians^.'' He then explains 
how these writers have only a part of the logos, and often 
contradict themselves. 

Of all philosophic sects the Stoics are those who attract 
Justin's attention most. He is careful to praise the philo- 
sophers themselves. He strenuously condemns their teach- 
ings on some essential points. In his own search for truth 
his Stoic teacher failed to satisfy him, because he gave no 
instruction with regard to God, for the teacher ^^ himself did 
not know nor did he deem this knowledge necessary!." 

The two points in regard to which Justin disputes the 
position of the Stoics are the final burning up of the world 
and the doctrine of fate. At the bottom of both lay a denial 
of a personal god, the real matter of oflPence to Justin. " The 
Sibyl and Hystaspes declared that there would be a burning 
up of destructible things. Those, however, who are called 
Stoics make it a doctrine (Soy/utar^fovcrtr) that the god him- 
self *" is dissolved into fire, and they say that the world comes 
into existence again by a process of change; but we think 
that God, the maker of all, is something greater than 
things that are changed"." Justin's objection is not to the 
Stoic doctrine of a burning of the world, but to its taking 

» p. 28 C. ^ Apol.ii. c. 13, p. 5 1 B C. * Dial. c. Tryph. c. a, p. 219 A. 
™ Justin Speaks generally. Some of the Stoics would have objected to thia 
language, and some denied the iiaritpwvis altogether, 
n Apol. i. c. 20, p. 66 C. 
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place by a natural process of change without the interven- 
tion of God. " Thus/' he says, " we affirm that the burning 
up will take place, but not, as the Stoics represent, according 
to the doctrine of a change of all things into one another, 
which appears to be most base**/' 

Justin presses his objections against the Stoic doctrine of 
fate with great force. He supposes that they were misled 
into this doctrine by their ignorance of the energy of the 
demons; and he maintains that their moral teaching is in- 
consistent with a belief in fate. " Nor do we affirm,'' he 
says in continuation of the passage last quoted, " that it is 
by fate that men do what they do or suffer what they suffer, 
but, on the contrary, that it is by free choice that men act 
rightly (KoropOovvy the Stoic word) or sin, and that it is 
through the energy of the wicked demons that earnest men, 
as Socrates and the like, suffer persecution and are in bonds, 
and that Sardanapalus and Epicurus and the like seem to 
be blessed in the midst of abundance and glory. The Stoics, 
not observing this, maintained that all things take place 
according to the necessity of fateP." 

The doctrine of free-will, he affirms, is implied in all the 
moral efforts of philosophers and legislators. '^This is 
shown," he says, ''by those men everywhere who have 
made laws and philosophised according to right reasoning 
{Kara \6yov rhv SpOov), in their suggesting to do some 
things and refrain from others. Even the Stoic philosophers 
in their doctrine of morals steadily honour the same things, 
so that it is clear that they do not proceed in the right way 
in their doctrine with regard to first principles and incor- 
poreal things. For if they maintain that what is done by 
men is done according to fate, either they will maintain 
that God is nothing else than the things which are ever 
turning and altering and dissolving into the same things, 
and will appear to have had a comprehension only of things 
that are destructible, and to have looked o nthe God Himself 

o Apol. ii. c. 7, p. 45 C. p Ibid. p. 45 CD. 
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as arising (ytrofxcror) in every wickedness, both through the 
parts and through the whole ; or that neither vice or virtue 
exist at all^ which is contrary to all sound sense, reason, and 
intelligence^/' 

Justin adds, in regard to the Stoic philosophers, " We 
know that those of the Stoic school, since they have been 
orderly in their moral teaching, as is the case with the poets 
in some things, on account of the seed of reason (the Logos) 
implanted in every race of men, have been hated and put 
to death; Heraclitus for instance, as we said before, and 
Musonius in our own time, and others ''/' 

Jiistin expresses his strong dislike of the Epicureans and 
Cynics. We have already quoted a passage in which he 
speaks contemptuously of Epicurus himself. He mentions 
''the writings of Epicurus and the poets'' as being a defence 
of the worst vices s, and he applies the epithet 'Epicurean' in 
company with licentious adjectives*. He condemns the Cynic 
as being unprincipled. " It is impossible," he says, " for a 
Cynic, who makes indifference his end, to know any other 
good than indifference «." 

Justin does not quote much from the poets. His general 
opinion of them, as we have seen, was bad. He couples them 
with Epicurus. He praises Plato for expelling them from his 
Republic. He looked upon them as instruments which the 
demons used to spread licentiousness and irreligion. " Some," 
he says, " of these [philosophers] taught atheism, and those 
who became poets set forth Zeus and his sons as licentious. 
The followers of the philosophers are not hindered by you : 
and you assign rewards and honours to those who euphoni- 
ously insult these gods *," (rots €V(f)<iv<i>s vfipC^ovai rovrovsi) . 

Justin did not shut his eyes to the seed of reason which 
might be in the poets, and therefore he appeals to them 
several times in proof of an agreement between heathen and 

<i Apol. ii. c. 7, p. 46 A B. ' Ibid. c. 8, p. 46 B C. 

■ ApoL ii. c. 12, p. 50 E. * Ibid. c. 15, p. 51 B. " Ibid. c. 3, p. 47 C. 

' Apol. i. c. 4, p. 55 CD. The same expression occurs in Theoph. ad 
Autolyc. iii. c. 30. 
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Christian teaching, especially in regard to the sensibility 
of man in a future state : " In maintaining that the souls of 
men exist after death in a state of sensibility and suffer 
punishment, and that the souls of the good are removed from 
penalties and live happily, we shall seem to make the same 
afRrmations as poets and })hilosophers */' And then he goes 
on to refer to Menander as objecting to the worship of stones : 
"And in maintaining that men ought not to worship the 
works of their hands, we say the same as what Menander, the 
comic poet, and those who maintained these things, said ; for 
they afBrmed that the fashioner was greater than that which 
was prepared ^J' 

Justin^s position towards heathenism was thus peculiarly 
conciliatory, and the conciliating effect would be all the 
greater that his point of view was one naturally adopted, 
and not taken for the purpose of conciliation. He abhorred 
in the strongest manner the licentious stories of the Greek 
mythology. He seems to have been unwilling even to use 
the name of the goddess Venus in the designation of the 
day of the week «. Yet he had great sympathy with heathens. 
He recognised the seed of the Logos in them. He believed 
that many of them knew Moses, and had learned from 
him. He believed, moreover, that the demons were actively 
engaged in beguiling men, and, as they knew Moses and 
the Prophets, they had distorted the truths proclaimed by 
them to mislead mankind. He even found an historical ele- 
ment in mythology, for, like Philo, he identifies Noah with 
Deucalion '^ 

» Apol. i. c. 20, p. 66 D. b Ibid. p. 66 K 

« The insfcance referred to occurs in Apol. i. c. 67, p. 99 B^ where Justiiiy in speak- 
ing of the day on which Christ rose from the dead, says : ''On the day before^the 
Saturday (KpouiKrjs) they crucified Him, and on the day after the Saturday, which 
is the day of the sun, he appeared to his apostles and disciples, and taught them 
those doctrines which we have submitted to your consideration." Halloix 
supposes that Justin used the periphrastic expression r^ ir^ riis Kpovucris to 
avoid the bad odour of the mention of YonuB. Thirlby laughs at this^ but 
there is some sense in it. See Braun*8 note on the passage, 
d Apol. ii. c. 7, p. 45 C. 
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Justin is eminently successful in his presentation of Chris- 
tianity to heathens. He was defending Christians, it must 
be remembered, and not Christianity. Christianity as yet 
had not been attacked by written arguments, and its teachings 
were comparatively unknown. But in defending Christians 
Justin was naturally led to explain how they had been con- 
verted; what truths they held, and how they obtained them. 
Justin^s exposition of Christianity, its teachings, and its power 
is unquestionably the best which any of the Apologists have 
given. It is not formal. The arguments are not stated 
logically. And that argument on which he laid most 
stress is not nearly so powerful to a critical mind as he 
reckoned it. But still he has mentioned all the principal 
arguments, and they tell perhaps with all the greater force 
that they are not set forth in logical form, but come fresh 
from his feelings and experience. 

Justin deserves special praise in concentrating his exposi- 
tion of Christianity around Christ. He appeals to his teach- 
ings as showing what are the precepts that regulate the life 
of the Christians, and he tries to show that He was really the 
Logos, the Son of God, who became man to save men from 
their sins. The proofs that He was the Son of God are thus 
summed up : " If God proclaimed a new covenant as destined 
to be established, and that too for a light to the nations, and 
we see and are persuaded that through the name of that Jesus 
Christ who was crucified men have come to God from idols 
and other iniquity, and confess Him and are pious even to 
death, both from the works and from the accompanying 
power it is possible for all to understand that He is the new 
law^.^' In the following passage they are given more fully : 
*' Wherefore we pray for you and for all men that bear hatred 
to us, that repenting with us ye may not blaspheme that Jesus 
Christ who is proved to be blameless and irreproachable in all 
things by his works, by the miracles which now take place in 
consequence of his name, by the doctrines which He taught, 

e Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 1, p. 228 DE. 
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and by the prophecies which were prophesied in regard to 
Himf/' 

If we systematize Justin^s arguments we shall find them to 
be : the mighty change which was produced in man's character 
by Christ ; the fixing of the highest truths in the minds of 
the poorest ; the excellence of Christ's teaching ; the miracles 
which He wrought in his lifetime ; the miracles which Chris- 
tians in Justin's day wrought through the name of Christ, 
and the fulfilment of prophecy in Christ. 

The changes in man's character and belief necessarily g^ to- 
gether, and they are adduced as proof that Christ was the 
whole Logos, and that Christians possess Him. Socrates 
failed to persuade men to die for his teaching, but Christ 
convinced not merely philosophers, but artizans, so that they 
despised glory, fear, and death ; '^ since," Justin says, '^ He 
is the power of the inexpressible God s." 

In describing the efiects of Christ's teaching Justin says, 
" We formerly rejoiced in fornication, now we welcome chas- 
tity alone ; once we used magic arts, now we have dedicated 
ourselves to the good and unbegotten God; then we loved 
the procuring of money and possessions more than anything 
else, now we bring all that we have into a common fund and 
share it with every one who needs it. We who hated and 
murdered each other, and would not share our hearths with 
those not of the same tribe on account of our customs, now, 
after the appearance of Christ, live together, and we pray for 
our enemies, and try to persuade those who xmjustly hate us 
to become, by living according to the noble suggestions of 
Christ, sharers of the good hope of obtaining the same bless- 
ings with us from God the ruler of all *'." And in the follow- 
ing chapter, in which he continues to discuss the teaching of 
Christ, he says, "Why should I mention the innumerable 
multitude of those who have turned from impurity and have 
learned these things » ?" 

f Dial. c. Tryph. c. 35, p. 254 B. 

8 Sgine however translate, '' since it is the power of the inexpressible God 
that has done this." Apol. ii. c. 10, p. 49 A. 

h Apol. i. c. 14, p. 61 BC. i Ibid. c. 15, p. 62 B. 
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The principal passage which embodies the argument 
derived from Christ^s power to inoculate the lowest of 
mankind with the highest truths occurs in Justin's exposi- 
tion of his belief that Plato and the other great heathens 
derived their wisdom from the books of Moses. '^We/' he 
says^ '^do not have the same opinions as others, but they 
all speak imitating ours. With us, then, it is possible to 
hear these opinions and to learn them from those who know 
not even the forms of the letters, from men who are unedu- 
cated and barbarous in their language, but wise and full of 
faith in their minds; some of them also weak of sight or 
entirely blind, so that you can see that these things have 
taken place not by human wisdom, but are spoken through 
the power of God^.'^ 

The words of Christ carry the testimony of His divine 
mission in themselves. "They have something awful in 
themselves,'^ he says, "and they are able to put to shame 
those who turn out of the right way, and they are a most 
sweet refreshment to those that practise them^'' In the 
Apology he quotes many of these sayings of Christ, and 
remarks that He was not a common teacher ((roc^torrjs)"*, 
but the power of God, even his Logos, or, as it has been 
translated^ " His discourse was a power of God".'' 

Justin refers frequently to the miracles of Christ. He 
never hints that any one doubted the fact of his miraculous 
powers ; but he does not lay stress on the general argument 
from miracles. He lays little stress on the argument from 
Christ's miracles, and gives rather more weight to the 
miracles performed in the name of Christ in his own day. 

There was a twofold objection to the use of miracles in 
argument— one Christian, the other heathen. Justin himself 
believed that the demons performed magic miracles (/uuiytica; 
hvv6.ik€f.s) through Simon and Menander, two heretics °j and he 
explained by the same agency many other marvellous deeds in 

^ Apol. i. c. 60, p. 93 C. ^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 8, p. 225 C. 

ni Lucian actually calls him a troi^iarfis. Peregr. Vit. c. 13. 
» Apol. i. c. 14, p. 61 D. o Ibid. c. 56, p. 91 B. 
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whose reality he believed. He could not therefore feel secure 
himself of the argument. Accordingly he demands that the 
doctrines of the miracle-worker be true before he will use the 
miracles as an argument. Speaking of the prophets, he says, 
" Although, on account of the miracles {hvv&iius) which they 
performed, they deserved to be believed, since they glorified 
God the Father, the maker of the universe, and announced 
his Son the Christ that is from Him, which the false pro- 
phets, who are filled by a lying and impure spirit, neither 
did nor do, but they dare to work some miracles (fivi/d/utets) 
to astound men, and they glorify the spirits of error and 
demons?.'* Justin did not see any circle in this reasoning, but 
the truth of the doctrine and the miraculous powers were 
mutually confirmatory. Yet he saw that he could not lay 
stress on the argument, and in the passage above quoted it 
is merely added to another argument which he believed to 
be absolutely incontrovertible. 

The heathens objected that the miracles were the result of 
magic, in the power of which they firmly believed. After 
mentioning the various miracles which Christ performed, and 
stating that through his works Christ awed the men that 
lived then into a recognition of Him (6ta tG>v ipytav ibvadTrei 
Tovs r6T€ Svras ivOpdnovs, kiiiyvGivai avTov), Justin adds, ^^ They 
who saw these things done said that a magic vision (<^arra- 
crCav) was taking place, for they dared to say that He was a 
magician and a deceiver of the people*.^' Justin states the 
objection in another passage >■, and in consequence passes 
from the argument from miracles to the argument from 
prophecy. We shall adduce the whole passage when we 
speak of the argument from prophecy. Indeed, Justin views 
the miracles as satisfactory evidence only when they are 
regarded as fulfilments of prophecy. This is especially the 
case with regard to the miracles performed by Christians in 
the time of Justin. He looks upon them mainly as proofs 
of the fulfilment of prophecy. An exception is to be made 

p Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 225 A. q Ibid, c 69, p. 296 A. 

' Apol. i. c. 30, p. 72 A. 
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in favour of those miracles which consisted in the expulsion 
of demons. They were positive proof in themselves that 
Chi-ist had control over the demons, and that He came to 
rescue man from subjection to them. 

Justin does not give any special instance of a miracle 
wrought in his own time. All his assertions are general. 
He mentions the existence of prophetic gifts : ^^ With us 
even to the present day there are prophetic gifts (xa/)t<rfxara), 
from which circumstance you [Jews] ought to understand 
that what was anciently in your race has now been trans- 
ferred to uss/^ And he makes the same statement as 
illustrative of the fulfilment of prophecy in c. 88, p. 315 B : 
^^And with us it is possible to see both women and men 
having gifts from the Spirit of God.'' 

In regard to the expulsion of demons, Justin lays special 
stress on what he states as a fact, that " Every demon when 
exorcised is conquered and made subject,'' if it is the 
name of Christ by which he is exorcised. " If," speaking to 
the Jews he says, ^^ye exorcise by any name whatever of 
those who have been among you, either kings or righteous 
men, or prophets, or patriarchs, not one of the demons will 
be rendered subject; but if indeed one of you should exor- 
cise in the name of the God of Abraham and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob, perhaps the demon will be 
rendered subject. Those of you, however, who are exorcists*, 
exorcise, like the gentiles, by the use of art and employ 
fumigations and chains (magic chains) "." He asserts 
boldly that " We have all demons and evil spirits subjected 
to us through exorcism*." And he makes the same absolute 
statement in his Apology : " For many seized with demons 
throughout the whole world and in your city were cured by 
many of our men, that is. Christians, when they adjured 
them by the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified under 

• Dial. c. Trypb. c. 82, p. 308 B. 

* The word used here and in Apol. ii. c. 6 is iiropKiffTcd, men who cure by 
pronouncing oaths over the demoniac. It comes to the same as i^opKiarai. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 85, p. 3 1 1 C. * Ibid. c. 76, p. 302 A. 
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Pontius Pilate^ after all other exorcists and charmers and 
drug mixers had failed to effect a cure ; and they even stiU i^ 
cure them^ destroying and driving out the demons that [^ 
possess the menx/' \j- 

In Justin's mind the argument of most vidue was that 
derived from prophecy. He believed prophecy to be a work (j. 
of God in a peculiar manner. The demons not only did 
not know the future, but they misinterpeted the Old Testa- fg 
ment prophecies. It was the feeling that the argument was p" 
irrefutable that made it exceedingly valuable to Justin and 
the rest of the Apologists. And very likely in Justin's day 5] 
the argument would have great effect with the heathens; 
for they would to a certain extent share with him the ^ 
intellectual deficiences which made him even overlook the ^ 

gaps in the argument. 

In reasoning from prophecy, it is essential, in the first 
place, that it be clearly proved that the utterance has been 
made before the event which it is supposed to prophesy has | ( 
occurred. In the second place, it is essential that the event, 
said to be a fulfilment of the prophecy, be proved by historical 
evidence really to have happened. In the third place, it is 
essential that the interpretation of the passage said to be a 
prophecy, be a legitimate interpretation. And in the fourth 
place, it would be necessary in each case of supposed pro- 
phecy, to examine as to whether the event is not a mere 
coincidence, or has not arisen from a desire on the part of 
the agent to fulfil the supposed prophecy. Justin troubles 
himself with none of these investigations. He is totally 
unconscious that they were necessary. He adopts the pre- 
valent belief that the books attributed to Moses and the 
Prophets were genuine. He does not prove their genuineness 
to the heathen. He merely affirms that Moses was older 
than all the Greek writers. In consequence of this want of 
critical discernment, he ranks among his genuine prophets 
the Sibyl and Hystaspes. 

y Apol. ii. c. 6, p. 45 A B. 
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Then^ again^ he does not deem it necessary to prove that 
the events took place. This may be well enough accounted 
for on the supposition that no one doubted their occurrence. 
In two cases, [however, he refers his readers to authorities 
which would satisfy them, the registration tables made in 
the days of Quirinus*, and the Acts of Pilate*. 

It is in the matter of interpretation, however, that Justin 
fails most egregiously to our minds. He saw notices of 
Christ everywhere in the Old Testament. He finds clear 
allusions and prophecies in passages that do not bear the 
slightest reference to Him, that are indeed often not pro- 
phetic at all. To take one instance : he says, ** That it was 
known beforehand that these evil reports were to be spread 
against those who confess Christ, and that they would be 
wretched who speak evil of Him, and say that it is honour- 
able to keep up the^old customs : hear what has been said 
in few words through Isaiah; they are these, 'Woe to 
those who call sweet bitter, and bitter sweet *>."' Such 
interpretations are innumerable in Justin<^. 

The application of the argument &om prophecy to Christ 
is twofold. He was in the first place a prophet, and there- 
fore his teaching is to be believed. Speaking of the per- 
secutions of Christians Justin says, *' That all these things 
would take place, was foretold by our teacher Jesus Christ, 
who is the Son of the Father of all, the Lord God, and his 
messenger (d-jroWoXos), from whom we have got the name 
of Christians. Whence also we feel sure with regard to 
all that He has taught us, since we see taking place in 
reality what He in anticipation foretold would take place. 
For this is indeed a work of God, to tell the thing before 
it takes place, and that the event should be shown taking 
place so as it has been foretold ^/^ 

* Apol. i. c. 34, p. 75 E. • Ibid. c. 35, p. 76 C. »> Ibid. c. 49, p. 85 B. 

^ See Semiscb, Justin Martyr, vol. ii. p. 1 1 1, for an account of the passages 
which Justin supposed prophetic of the history of Christ. 

^ Apol. i. c. 12, p. 60 A. Comp. Dial. c. Tryph. c. 35, p. 253 B, 254 A, 
and c. 83, p. 308 C. 
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The second application of the argument to Christ is the 
fulfilment of the prophecies in Him. Justin^s argument is 
to the following effect : — He asserts that certain unquestion- 
able facts in the life of Christ were clearly foretold in the 
Old Testament. The fulfilment of these indubitable facts is 
a guarantee that those things of which there cannot be an 
exact fulfilment are also true. Thus when it was foretold 
that Jesus was to come out of the tribe of Judah, there could 
be no mistake about the fulfilment of the prophecy ; but 
when it was said that He was to be the Son of God, there 
was no way in which that statement could be supported by 
a prophet. And consequently, Justin affirms that the ful- 
filment of the clear prophecies is reason why we should 
accept the statements made authoritatively. Justin goes so 
far in this, that he believes such statements with regard to 
Christ, not on the word of Christ, nor on the word of the 
apostles, but on the evidence of prophecy. 

Justin nowhere expresses his reasoning so fully as I have 
just now stated it. But the main point is given in the 
following passage regarding the prophets : ^^ For they did 
not then make known their sentiments with demonstration, 
since they were trustworthy witnesses of the truth above all 
demonstration; but events which have happened, and are 
now happening, compel us to assent to what is said through 
them^/^ The matter seemed to Justin^s mind indisputable. 
He accordingly passes from the argument from miracles to 
that from prophecy in these words : " But that no one may 
say in opposition to us, why should not He who is called 
Christ with us have been a man born of men, and by magic 
have performed the miracles which we say He performed, 
and on this account have appeared to be the Son of God, 
we shall now make our demonstration, not trusting those 
who say it, but yielding by compulsion our confidence to 
those who prophesied before the events took place, on account 
of our seeing with our own eyes that the events have hap- 
pened and do happen as they were prophesied. This will 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 224 D, 225 A. 
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seem even to you as we think the greatest and truest proof ^/' 
Justin then goes on to give an account of the prophets and 
their prophecies in regard to Christ. In the course of his 
remarks he affirms that he believes the writers of the Me- 
moirs of the Apostles on account of the prophecies : ^^ And 
the angel of God, who was sent to the virgin herself at that 
time, brought the good news to her, saying, Lo ! thou shalt 
conceive of the Holy Spirit, and shalt bear a son, and He 
shall be called the Son of the Most High, and thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, for He shall save his people from their 
sins, as those taught who have related all that concerns our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Them we believed, since the prophetic 
Spirit through the forementioned Isaiah said that He would 
be bom as we pointed out?/^ Even Christ's own word is 
not sufficient evidence : " With what reason would we trust 
a crucified man who affirmed^ that He is the first-born to 
the unbegotten God, and will Himself judge the whole 
human race, unless we found testimonies proclaimed with 
regard to Him before He came to earth as man, and see 
them thus fulfilled, the desolation of the land of the Jews ? 
&c. ^ " In all these cases Justin's argument is as I have 
stated. He proves the sonship of Christ from the prophecies, 
the authority of the prophets from the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies. He sometimes, however, states the argument very 
loosely, and especially in the extract from c. 33 he seems 
to intimate that his belief in the occurrence of at least 
extraordinary events did not depend on historical evidence, 
but on the fact that the prophets said they would happen. 
He states the principle more exactly in these words : " For 
events which were incredible, and which it was thought 
among men could not happen, these God pointed out before- 
hand throtigh the prophetic Spirit as going to happen, in 
order that when they did occur they might not be discredited, 
but might be believed from their having been foretold •«.'' 

' Apol. i. c. 30, p. 72 B. 8 Ibid. c. 33, p. 75 A B. 

^ The Greek is peculiar : rlvi yhp &y ^^V ^^fx^V (rroMpwdimi hrti06tA€$a 
5r( 7rp»r6roKos r^ kytvvfuTt^ Qt<p 4ari, 

i Apol i. c. 53, p. 88 A. k Ibid. c. 33, p. 74 E. 
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The argument from prophecy was based on the inspiration 
of the Old Testament. This is an important point. Justin 
nowhere appeals to any portion of the New as inspired. 
Not merely all the doctrines but all the facts of Cliristianity 
were contained in the Old Testament. Justin could thus 
easily meet the heathen objection that Christianity was 
something new. It was as old as Moses. Nay more, in his 
belief that the Logos had acted always and evezywIteTe on 
mankind, he could affirm that the Qre^8 had in a partial 
measure partaken of Christianity. If, moreover, the heathen 
objected that it was absurd to believe in a crucified man as 
the Son of God, Justin could show them that this had been 
long ago foretold. Justin on such occasions adopts also another 
means of refutation. He proves that the Greeks themselves 
believed similar wonders in their own mythology. Justin 
thus easily refiites the general objections which had got 
abroad in society to the new doctrines by a double mode of 
procedure, by an argumentum ad hominem, and by an appeal 
to the argument from prophecy. 

Justin's Dialogue with Trypho gives us his method of 
dealing with the Jews- From beginning to end it is an 
appeal to the Old Testament. Trypho interprets in one way, 
Justin in another ; and the victory depends upon the success 
in the interpretation. The Jew interprets literally. Justin 
regards his belief concerning Christ as the key to the right 
interpretation. The Christians have grace from God to 
understand the Scriptures. The Jews have not. And this 
is the great diflference between them. " I was not,'' he says, 
'' going, O Trypho, to adduce the proofs through which I know 
they are condemned who worship these and such things, but 
such proofs as no one can speak against. But they will 
appear strange to you, though read daily by you, so that 
you may understand by this that on account of your wicked- 
ness God has concealed from you the capability of perceiving 
the wisdom which is in his words, with the exception of some 
to whom, according to the grace of his great mercy, as said 
Isaiah, he left a seed for salvation, in order that your race 
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may not be completely destroyed, like that of Sodom and 
Gomorrah L^' 

This mode of proof was that, as we have seen, which 
Justin was least able to handle. A fair method of inter- 
preting documents of earlier ages was unknown in his days, 
and accordingly Justin does nothing more than what we 
might expect when he misapplies and misinterprets very 
many passages. Especially does he fail in verbal and textual 
criticism ; and, as we shall see, he blames the Jews for 
striking out of the Scriptures passages which owed their 
existence to Christian interpolators. 

The main subjects on which Justin has to argue with the 
Jew are three — the perpetual obligation of the law; the 
coming of the true Messiah, and his nature and work as 
revealed in the prophets; and, lastly, the right which the 
Jews had to claim to be the special people of God in all 
ages. 

In regard to the law, Trypho expresses his astonishment 
that people like the Christians, who pretended to be pious, 
could persist in the non-observance of what God had com- 
manded. '' That which puzzles us most,'' he says, " is this ; 
that you, saying that you are pious and thinking that you 
are better than others, are in no respect different from them, 
nor do you alter your mode of life from that of the nations 
[Gentiles], while you observe neither feasts nor Sabbaths, nor 
are you circumcised; and, moreover, placing your hopes on 
a man who was crucified, you nevertheless hope that you 
will obtain some good from God, though you do not perform 
his commandments. Have you not read that ' That soul will 
be destroyed fix)m its race which shall not be circumcised on 
the eighth day™ ? ' '' Justin's reply to this is, that good men 
existed before the law ; that these men neither kept the feasts 
nor the Sabbaths, and were not circumcised; that the law 
was given to the Jews on account of the hardness of their 
hearts ; and that what was given for such a reason could not 
contribute to piety. The proper interpretation of the law, 

* Dial. c. Tryph, c. 55, p. ^74 CD. »» Ibid. c. 10, p. 217 C. 
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lie maintains at the same time, is symbolic. The abstract 
of the Dialogue will show how he gave a spiritual interpreta- 
tion to the feasts, to the Sabbath, and to cireumeision. It 
will be suiBeient to quote here some of the passages which 
speak generally of the reasons why the law was given. 
" Consider that it was on account of the hardness of the 
heart of your people that God through Moses laid these 
commandments on you, in order that through these many 
[performances] you might always have God before your 
eyes in every deed, and might bt»gin neither to do injustice 
nor to be impious"/' Justin adduces the knowledge that 
this was the occasion of the law as a suflScient reason whv 
Christians should not observe the law : " For we should 
now observe the circumcision of the flesh, and the Sabbaths, 
and all the feasts without exception, did we not know the 
reason why they were enjoined on you, namely, on account 
of your iniquities and hardness of heart ^/^ And for the 
same reason he affirms that they do not tend to piety : 
"And we know that injunctions given on account of the 
hard-hearted ness of your people do not at all contribute to 
righteous conduct and piety P." Indeed, he maintains that 
the literal observance of the law had been a complete failure. 
The Jews had not been kept pious, nor had their idolatrous 
propensities been restrained^. 

The refutation of the Jewish opinion that the law was of 
eternal obligation, Justin makes rest principally on those 
grand moral passages which occur in every part of the Old 
Testament prophets, but especially in Isaiah. He shows 
how they spoke of a circumcision of the heart, of a cleansing 
of the mind from all sin, of a perpetual daily Sabbath, of 
a fast that consisted in righteousness and feeding the hungry. 
He also points to the passages which speak of an eternal law, 
which law, he maintains, must be Christ, and an everlasting 
covenant, which covenant is also found in Christ. And he 

» Dial c. Tryph. c. 46, p. 165 AB. See c. 21, p. 138 A ; c. 22, p. 238 D. 
o Dial. c. Tryph. c. 18, p. 235 E. p Ibid. c. 46, p. 265 D. 

<» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 46, p. 265 C. 
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enters into particulars to show that each ceremony had a 
special meaning attached to it in relation to Christ and his 
work. In fact, everything was symbolic. ^' And all the 
other injunctions given by Moses, without one exception, 
I can prove to you, if I were to go over them one by one, 
to be types and symbols {vu-novs kcX anifipoKa) and announce- 
ments of what was to happen to Christ, of those who, it 
was foreknown, were to put their trust in Him, and of what 
was in like manner to be done by Christ Himself'/' 

It is worthy of notice that Justin nowhere speaks of the 
law of Moses as having an educating power. On the con- 
trary, he regards the ceremonial law as a punishment inflicted 
on the Jews for their worship of the golden calf, and as 
preventive of farther impieties and idolatries, but nothing 
more. At the same time, however, it is to be noted that 
Justin deals with the Mosaic law purely as ceremonial, with 
its feasts, its Sabbaths, and its circumcision. He recognises 
in it also the inculcation of ^^what is naturally noble and 
pious and righteous.^' They who do such deeds, he main- 
tains, will be saved, as Noah and Enoch and Jacob, who 
knew nothing of the ceremonial law^. But this moral part 
of the law does not come much in the range of his discussion. 
He has to separate very distinctly the moral from the cere- 
monial, and he saw nothing in the literal interpretation of 
the ceremonial but a proof of the hardness of the Jewish 
heart, though, in the symbolic interpretation, every arrange- 
ment was pregnant with Christian prophecy. 

The second part of Justin's argument turns solely on the 
interpretation of Scripture. Was Jesus who was crucified the 
Messiah predicted in the Old Testament ? Justin proceeds to 
prove this in rather a novel fashion. He shows first that the 
God often referred to in the Old Testament was not the Su- 
preme Father of all, but the Christ. And after having got 
this clue to the explanation of the Old Testament, he proceeds 
to discuss the various prophecies that speak of the birth, life, 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 42, p. 261 B. « Ibid. c. 45, p. 263 D, 264 A. 
VOL. II. N 
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deaths and resurrection of the Christ, refuting the objections of 
Trypho, and showing how they were all fulfilled in Christ. 

In the last part of his argument Justin shows that the 
trust of the Jews in their descent from Abraham was vain, 
that the Old Testament distinctly points to the Gentiles as 
the recipients of God's favour, and that it speaks of an Israel 
which is not the result of earthly relationship, but is composed 
of all the good, whatever be their earthly position. 

In discussing these several questions Justin incidentally 
brings out the whole evidence for the truth of Christianity. 
A noble moral tone pervades Justin's reasonings, and it is no 
doubt this which would really give him the advantage in the 
discussion. It is the spirit in Justin himself that is the most 
powerful argument, and this spirit in Justin is but represen- 
tative of the loving and noble spirit of Christianity, which 
stands out in vivid contrast with the narrow and bitter into- 
lerance of Judaism. The Jews had shown the bitterest hos- 
tility to the Christians, spreading false reports against them 
and putting them to death when they could ^ " Ye slew the 
righteous one,'' Justin says, " and his prophets before Him, 
and now ye set at nought, and, as far as ye can, dishonour those 
who fix their hopes in Him, and in Him who sent Him, even 
the Almighty God, the Maker of All, cursing in your syna- 
gogues those who put their trust in Christ. For you have 
not power to be our murderers on account of those who have 
now the supremacy, but as often as ye could you did this ^." 
Even while Justin mentions the cursing of Christians in the 
synagogue, he shows no feeling of bitterness, but his heart 
bums with love for the Jews. " You," he says, '^ in your syna- 
gogues curse all who are made Christians by Him [Christ], 
and so do the other nations who give reality to your curse, 
putting to death those who merely confess that they are 
Christians ; to all of whom we say, ' Ye are our brothers ; 
know the truth of God more thoroughly."' And, after 
stating that Christians will die rather than deny Christ, he 
goes on : ^^And in addition to all these things we pray for 

• See above. Dial. c.Tryph. c. 17, p. 234 E, 235 A. " Ibid. c. 16, p. 2346 C. 



III.] JUSTIN MARTYR. 1/0 

you, that Christ may have mercy on you. For He Himself 
taught us to pray even for enemies, saying, ^ Be ye kind and 
merciful, as your heavenly Father ^/ ^' This high moral tone 
pervades the whole of Justin's discussion. He rejoices that 
a remnant of the Jews will be brought to Christ. 

Justin's activity extended also to the heretics. As we have 
seen already, he wrote a work against all the heresies that had 
appeared. The loss of this work, no doubt, deprives us of 
much information with regard to the careers of those who 
formed the heresies, for Justin was a contemporary of many 
of them. He mentions in particular that M arcion of Pontus 
was alive and actively engaged in propagating his doctrines 
when he wrote his first Apology. Justin's temper of mind 
fitted him for dealing candidly with those who differed from 
him, and he was evidently a man who was slow to believe evil 
reports. Notwithstanding this, Justin speaks most strongly 
and decidedly against the heretics whom he mentions. He 
asserts in the case of all of them that their teaching was 
inspired and aided by the demons. He accuses Simon of 
giving himself out as a god, and he asserts that some in his 
own day worshipped him as the First God, and Helena, who 
had been a prostitute^ as his first notion. He affirms that 
Menander persuaded his followers that they would not die, 
and some in his own day still adhered to that opinion. And 
of Marcion of Pontus he states that he taught men to deny 
the Maker of All and to believe that some other had done 
greater things, inasmuch as he was greater, and that he had 
the help of the demons in spreading this doctrine over every 
race of men. He says he does not know whether these 
heretics are guilty of the crimes imputed to Christians — in- 
discriminate intercourse and the eating of human flesh y. In 
the Dialogue with Trypho he speaks more sweepingly against 
heretics. He mentions by name the Marciani, Valentiniani, 
Basilidiani, and Saturniliani. He asserts that their teachings 
proceed "from the spirits of error,'' and contrasts them with 
true Christians, " the disciples of the genuine and pure teach- 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 96, p. 323 D, 324 A. y Apol. i. cc. 26, 56. 

N 2, 
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ing of Jesus Christ/^ He says, '^ There are and were many 
who taught to speak and do godless and blasphemous things^ 
coming forward in the name of Jesus/' blaspheming, as he 
mentions particularly, the Maker of All, and Christ, and the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He affirms that he knows 
'^ them to be godless and impious and unjust, and instead of 
worshipping Jesus, confess Him only in name/' He says 
that they, moreover, '' take part in lawless and godless rites,'' 
referring to their eating things offered to idols *. He repeats 
most of these assertions in chapters 80, 82, where he mentions 
the millennium, the genuineness of which chapter we shall 
have to discuss in speaking of the millennium. 

The only other subject that calls for discussion in regard 
to Justin is his position in regard to Christian doctrine. 
Three questions arise here : — How far was he influenced 
by Greek philosophy in doctrinal developments; how far 
may we affirm any of Justin's opinions to be new ; and what 
was his relation to the various elements in the Christian 
Church? 

The first question has generally been answered by the 
assertion that Justin was much indebted to Platonism for some 
of his doctrines, especially for his explanation of Christ as 
the Logos. We have already seen that so far was Justin from 
having really derived his opinions from Plato, that there can be 
no doubt that he fancied, by his absurd licence in interpretation, 
intimations of Christian doctrines in the Platonic writings of 
which Plato was entirely ignorant. He unquestionably felt 
more sympathy with Socrates and Plato than with other 
philosophers ; but there is not a single proof that he bor- 
rowed any essential doctrine from them, consciously or uncon- 
sciously. He agrees with Socrates, that the world was made 
for man, and occasionally he uses Platonic language. But 
this is all. Indeed, it is remarkable how Justin, trained 
as he was in philosophic schools, has entirely abstained 
from the expression of philosophic ideas. He adheres closely 
to the phraseology of the Old Testament, and discusses 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 35. p. 253 C D. 
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human nature concretely, not abstractly. Duneker and 
some others have tried to exhibit what the psychology of 
Justin was; but the only important passages which they 
quot€ are taken from the treatise on the Resurrection and 
the Platonic discussion in the commencement of the Dialogue 
with Trypho. They are thus entirely irrelevant; the one 
set as being taken from a work not proved to be Justin's, 
and the other as being taken from an account of a discussion 
held when Justin was a heathen. If they prove anything 
at all, however, they prove that Justin rejected the Platonic 
psychology. The old man denies the natural immortality of 
the soul. Justin seems to have been much more influenced 
by the Stoic philosophy. This influence acted unconsciously 
on him, and, as it were, by antagonism, for he had to fight 
with it. But being the pervading philosophy of the day, it 
sank insensibly into Justin's mind, and is clearly perceptible 
in his doctrine of the spermatic Logos. The idea of reason 
pervading men, and seeds of it distributed more or less 
in them, is eminently Stoic. And the materialistic tendency 
seen in the reason which he assigns for the supreme God 
not appearing in the burning bush, or in one locality, plainly 
indicates the same pervasive influence*. 

The novelty of Justin's opinions, especially in regard to 
Christ, has been the subject of warm discussion. Justin's 
writings unquestionably are the first to contain the doc- 
trine that Jesus is the Reason as well as the Creative Word. 
The two meanings of the word * Logos ' are applied clearly 
and precisely by Justin to Christ. Moreover, in Justin 
occurs for the first time the identification of Jesus with the 
God in the Old Testament who makes Himself visible in 
earthly manifestations. But it would be very rash to assert 
that Justin was really the first to apply the full idea of the 
Logos to the person Jesus, and to explain by it the theophanies 
in the Old Testament. Justin shows no consciousness of 

* See Duncker's Programme. Apologetarum secundi sseculi de essentialibus 
naturae humanse partibus placita exposuit Ludovicus Duneker. Particula I. 
Gottingse, 1844. 
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developing Christian doctrine^ and the whole cireamstances 
of the case warrant us in conelading that we have in him 
a decided advance in the formation of a Christian theology; 
but that this advance was made in utter unconsciousness and 
in consequence of numerous external influences. The Apostles 
Paul and John both speak distinctly of the pre-existence of 
Christy and of God as having made the world through Him. 
John even calls him the Logos. This much of Justin's 
doctrine was in the Church in its earliest times. Justin 
aidvanees a step in the exposition, and as Philo had used 
the Logos to explain the theophanies, Justin interprets as a 
Christian, and, making the personal Christ the Logos, makes 
the personal Christ the God who appeared. There is no 
reason to suppose that Justin borrowed directly from Philo. 
This is not at all necessary. Philo's method of interpretation 
was the prevalent one among the Christians in the earliest 
times, with the difference that they regarded the concrete 
human Christ as the key, instead of an undefined Logos. 
Justin had simply to apply Philo's method Christianised, 
or, in other words, the Christian method ; and all he has 
done is to apply that method most frdly and minutely. The 
result is that an unquestionably new mode of speaking 
of Christ is introduced. He is now for the first time recog- 
nised fully and clearly as God ; not merely the Son of God, 
but God. Consequently Justin has to explain how He could 
be God and yet there be but one Supreme God and Father 
of all. 

The attempt at a solution of this theological problem 
appears for the first time in Justin ; but we may well believe 
that the matter had been discussed to some extent in Christian 
assemblies before it found its way into writings. At the same 
time, it is to be observed that Justin's advance is only a very 
slight one. He does not divide Christ into two natures. 
He does not speak abstractly of Christ at all. With him 
Christ is one, and conceived concretely. It was the Logos 
that became man. It was the Logos that was man^. Beyond 

b See Domer, vol. i. pp. 433, 434. 
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this Justin does not inquire. And in his explanation he is 
equally concrete. Jesus is God^s Son, therefore partakes of 
God's substance ; and the mode of the participation Justin 
explains by a purely material ima^e. 

Justin is also the first to apply the word ' Logos ' in the 
sense of ^ Reason ' to Christ. He is the first to explain how 
heathens who lived with Reason were Christians. How 
far his fellow Christians agreed with him in thus finding 
Christ wherever there was rational conduct it is diflScult to 
say. But Justin was here following the more usual meaning 
of ' Logos ' in Philo, and he was, as we have seen, influenced 
by the Stoic philosophy. The Christians after Justin generally 
adopted both meanings, though they might not make the 
inferences from them which Justin makes. 

The last point for our discussion is Justin^s relation to his 
fellow Christians. Justin's own words seem to me to settle 
this point. Justin welcomes all men as Christians who put 
their confidence in Christ, whether they agreed with his 
opinions on the Logos or not, or whether they observed 
the law or not, provided they did not insist on their peculiar 
opinions as essential. The two chapters in which Justin 
states his opinions deserve careful consideration, and therefore 
I translate all the important passages. 

" Then inquired Trypho again, ' If any one, knowing that 
these things are so, along with a full knowledge that this 
is the Christ, and a confidence in Him and obedience to 
Him, also wish to keep these ordinances of the law, will he 
be saved ? ' 

^' And I said, ' As it seems to me, I say that such an one 
will be saved, if he do not strive in every way to persuade 
the rest of men, I mean those of the Gentiles who have 
been circumcised from error through Christ, to keep the same 
ordinances as himself, alleging that they will not be saved 
unless they keep them, as you were doing in the beginning 
of our discussion, when you affirmed that I should not be 
saved unless I kept them.' 

" Then said he, ^ Why did you say, As it seems to me. 



184 THE APOLOGISTS, [Chap. 

such an one will be saved ? Are there any who say that 
such persons will not be saved ?' 

" ' There are some,^ I answered Trypho, ^ who dare to 
refuse even to join w4th such in conversation or in family 
intercourse^ with whom I do not agree. But if they^ in 
consequence of the weakness of their mind^ wish to observe, 
as far as they can now^ all that portion of the law of Moses 
that^ as we think, was appointed on account of the hardness 
of the ])eople's hearts, and if, at the same time^ they also 
perform those eternally and naturally just and pious acts 
iucuIeattKl in the law, and place their hopes in this Christ, 
and if they choose to live together with Christians and 
the faithful, as I said before, not persuading them either 
to be circumcised like themselves, or to keep the Sabbaths, or 
to observe any other suchlike institutions, I declare my opinion 
to be that we ought to welcome these, and share all things 
with them, as being kinsmen and brothers. But if those of 
your race who assert that they put their confidence in this 
Christ, O Trypho, compel by every means those of the 
Gentiles who trust in this Christ to live according to the 
law appointed through Moses, and if they do not choose 
to join them in such familiar intercourse, these I in like 
manner do not welcome. But in regard to those who are 
persuaded by them to observe the law along with a steady 
confession of the Christ of God, I imagine that perhaps they 
will be saved c/ " 

Justin then affirms that those who first have confessed 
Christ, and then passed to the observance of the law, 
denying Christ d, will not be saved if they do not repent 
before their death. He affirms also that those of the seed 
of Abraham who observe the law will not be saved if they 
do not put their trust in Christ, especially if they have 
cursed Christians^. 

c Dial. c. Tryph. c. 47. 

^ Scbliemann supposes that a total denial of Christ cannot be meant here : 
but Justin's words do not warrant the milder interpretation which he wishes to 
make. He is unquestionably right in regarding the words as applicable to 
the Gentile Christians. Die Clementinen, p. 554, note 3. e c. 47. 
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Justin Id this passage plainly asserts that he is willing 
to fraternize with Jewish Christians who are willing to 
associate with him^ and at the same time not insist on the 
observance of the law. The passage^ moreover, asserts that 
there were some who would not associate with those Chris- 
tians who observed the law. The passage, moreover, is proof 
positive that Justin was not a Jewish Christian, and had no 
leaning in that direction. He regards their adherence to 
the observance of the law as proof of the weakness of their 
mind. The various opinions which he adopted, and which 
are given in an exposition of his theology, are good evi- 
dence that he held the essential doctrines common to all 
Christians. Those who have attempted to prove him Ebio- 
nitic or Pauline have signally failed. Justin is Christian. 
Baur is right in asserting that he cannot be placed on the 
one side or the other with certainty ^ The reasons which 
have led some to suppose him anti-Pauline are mainly 
these. Justin nowhere mentions Paul. He seems to go 
against Paulas deliverance on eating food offered to idols. 
And Justin represents Christ rather as the teacher and law- 
giver than as the Saviour of mankind. These reasons do not 
stand examination. Justin does not mention Paul; this is 
a fact; but neither does he mention Peter, or James, or the 
Gospel of John, or the Epistles — nothing but the Apocalypse 
of John in a doubtful passage. He evidently does not men- 
tion Paul because it was not his way to quote &om the 
writings of the Apostles. Yet in many portions of his work, 
and especially in those chapters in which he discusses the 
abrogation of the law, he is Pauline in his arguments and 
sometimes in his language %, 

The appeal to the passage in Justin on the eating of things 
offered to idols is a vain one. Justin does not pronounce an 
abstract judgment on the question. Justin asserts that ^^ those 

/ Das Christenthum, p. 139. 

s See, for instance, Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 1, p. aaS £. For the various passages 
in which he is supposed to refer to the letters of Paul, see Otto's Index^ 
torn. i. Pars ii. p. 509. 
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of the Gentiles who have come to know God the maker of the 
universe through Jesus that was crucified/' not only do not 
commit idolatry^ ^' but endure all manner of evil treatment 
and punishment even to death rather than commit idolatry 
or eat things ofiered to idols s/' Justin here simply states 
a fact. The Gentile Christians^ as far as he knew^ endured 
death rather than eat things offered to idols. Trypho inter- 
rupts him with the statement that he had heard of many 
called Christians who ate things offered to idols^ and said 
that they were none the worse for it. Justin replies that 
those 2)6rsons were not true Christians^ but men who spoke 
godless and blasphemous sentiments: in other words^ that 
they belonged to the heretical sects. And the chapter in 
which he gives this explanation^ is the chapter which we 
have already examined as throwing light on his relation to 
heretics. Here again Justin simply relates a fact^ not an 
opinion. 

Justin's presentation of Christ rather as a teacher than 
a Saviour is also a mere accident. He does present Christ 
as a Saviour most distinctly^ and the prominence given to 
the one view or the other depends entirely on the necessities 
of his subject. 

We have still to give Justin's opinion with regard to those 
who believed Christ to be simply a man. Trypho, in c. 48, 
says that the doctrine of Christ's pre-existenee as God and 
of his becoming man is a very extraordinary one, and indeed 
a foolish one. Justin replies that he knows that the doc- 
trine appears extraordinar}'^, especially to the Jews. Before 
discussing the point, however, Justin remarks by way of 
precaution that Jesus being the Christ of God remains a 
fact, even if he fail to prove His pre-existence, and urges 
Trypho not to deny on this account that " He is the Christ, 
if it should appear that He was a man bom of men, and if it 
should be proved that He became Christ by election." Then 
follows an important sentence, which, unfortunately, is liable 

f Dial. c. Tryph. c. 34, p. 352 E. *» c. 35. 
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to several interpretations^ none of which can be affirmed to 
be certainly the correct one. The Greek is as follows : — 
Koi yip €l(rl Tiv€i, 2) i^Ckoi, IXcyoi;, iitb tov fnitripov yivovs 
oyuoXoyovvr^s avrov Xpiarov ^Ivaiy ivOpoDirov b^ i( ivOpdiKav 
y€v6yLivov iitocpaivoixfvoi' oU ov avvrCOfpLaiy ovb^ &v irKuaToi 
ravri yuoi bo(i(rairr€s €tTTOi€Vf ^Ttfibri oifK ivOpo^irtCoLS bLbiyfJLa<Ti 
KeK€\€V(rpL€da vir airrov tov Xpiarov TtfCOtaOaL, ik\a TOis bia t&v 
liaKaploav Tspoi^YfrQiv Krjpv\6€L(rL kcll bC avrov bibaxOeLcrL. Kaye 
translates the passage as follows : — '^ For there are some^ my 
friends^ of our race (Christians as opposed to Jews^ vpAnpov 
yivos) who confess that He was the Christy but affirm that 
He was a man born of human parents^ with whom I do not 
agree ; nor should I, even if very many of those who think 
as I do were to say so ; since we are commanded by Christ 
to attend not to the doctrines of men, but to that which was 
proclaimed by the blessed prophets and taught by Himself/' 
He adds that he understands by TrActoroi ravra fioL bolJurairrfs 
those who agreed with Justin in professing Christianity*. 
The difficulty lies with the rircs. Who are they? Most 
commentators take the nrcs to be heretics, and some, like 
Bull, changing fip,€Tipov into vfieripov, make the heretics 
Jewish Christians. It seems to me that this interpreta- 
tion is far from likely. I allow, indeed, that Justin some- 
times speaks of heretics as being ^' among us,*' and as calling 
themselves by the name of Christians. But it appears to me 
unlikely that Justin would introduce the opinion of heretics 
without mentioning that it was such. Then the introduction 
of heretics is out of place, and destroys to a certain extent 
Justin's advice to Trypho. Justin urges him to accept the 
conclusion that Jesus is the Christ, even if he cannot go 
farther than believe that He was born of human parents and 
became the Christ by election. Is it likely that Justin 
would present as an inducement to this belief the fact that 
some heretical sect of Christians with whom he and most 
Christians had no intercoui*se had also come to this conclu- 

i Kaye, Justin Martyr, p. 51, note. 
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sion ? What the better would Trypho be of his new beKef 
if it were to land him in a narrow sect^ of whom Justin would 
probably affirm that they acknowledged Christ only in name? 
It appears to me far more likely that Justin meant real Chris- 
tians^ men whom he accepted as Christian brothers^ and into 
whose ranks he would willingly see Trypho enter, if he could 
not induce him to believe in the nobler and higher doctrine with 
regard to Christ. The words that foUow seem to me to bear out 
the supposition that the riv^s were real Christians in fiiU fel- 
lowship with the rest. I translate them in the main with 
Thirlby, quite diflPerently from Kaye : ''With whom I do not 
agree, nor would most, having reached the same opinions as 
myself, say so, since/' The objections to Kaye's translation are 
grammatical. Kaye makes Justin join h,v for i&v with the 
optative, a construction not to be paralleled in Justin, as far 
as I know, and extremely unlikely in itself. Then he gives no 
force to the aorist in So^do-ain-c;, but translates as if it were 
lo^6.(ovTts ; and, finally, he inserts the article, translating as 
if it were ol fiofcifoj/rcs. According to my translation, the 
meaning is that most Christians had come to the same con- 
clusions as Justin, namely, that Christ pre-existed and was 
God, and therefore they would refuse to agree to the opinion 
of the Tiv€s. The clause in which the reason is given I take 
to refer to the Jewish teachings. Justin had noticed before 
that the Jews " wished not to understand the things of God, 
nor to do them, but to understand and do those of their 
teachers J.^' From this we gather that Justin looked on the 
interpretation of the Old Testament, which made the Messiah 
a man, to be merely human teaching. He looked on his own 
interpretation as the real teaching of the prophets and Christ. 
Not at all noticing that it was merely his own interpretation, 
but identifying the subjective thought in his own mind with 
the infallibly true objective statement, he regards his own 
thought as infallibly true. If we were to read viierdpov, a 
not unlikely emendation, then my supposition would be 
strengthened. For it would then appear that some of those 

j c. 48, p. 367 B. 
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Jews who were converted brought along with them the 
Messianic ideas of their teachers (all the Jews, according to 
Justin^s statement, at that time expecting a merely human 
Messiah), and refiised to yield to the wider and larger inter- 
pretations of the Old Testament which the great majority in 
the Christian Church accepted as the only correct ones. 

From the whole passage, then, I gather that Justin insisted 
on a belief in Jesus, as the Christ, as the essential point. If 
he could move Trypho to this, he would have made him a 
Christian. This is the inference &om the sentences that pre- 
cede the disputed one, and the only way in which this infe- 
rence has been staved off is by supposing that Justin assumes 
an indifference which he did not feel as ^^a strategetical means 
of securing his object ^.'^ But such a supposition is based on 
no good reason. For what would be the use of persuading 
Tiypho to believe that Jesus, though born of human parents, 
was the Christ, if in order to salvation it was absolutely ne- 
cessary that he should believe also that He pre-existed and 
was God ? The fact of his Messiahship was not a step in the 
argument to his pre-existence. And then it is utterly unfair 
to Justin to suppose that he would assume anything for the 
sake of argument which he did not believe, or that he would 
condescend to deception on any point, much less on such an 
important point. Justin is nobly ingenuous, and to all such 
insinuations as that now made against him we may oppose his 
own statement to Trypho, " I am not such a wretch as to say 
anything different from what I think ^'^ Justin then did 
not really regard the doctrine of Christ^s pre-existence and 
divinity as essential to salvation. At the same time it is 
utterly absurd to suppose from this that he did not regard the 
doctrine as a very important one. His whole writings bear 
testimony to his earnestness in upholding it, and no doubt, 
though he would not exclude those who refused to believe it 
from his Christian brotherhood, yet he felt that it was a 
very important doctrine and contained great issues in it. At 
the same time we must take care not to mistake the doctrine 

^ See Semisch, vol. i. p. 321, note a. * c. 80, p. 306 C, 
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of thoBe whom he was willing to recognise as Christians. The 
doctrine is not that Christ was a mere man and widded only 
human power^ but that being originally only a man God had 
chosen Him to be the Messiah, had endowed Him with extra- 
ordinary supernatural gifts for this purpose, and had in every 
way fitted Him for rescuing men from sin, death, and the 
devil. There is no reason to suppose that they would deny 
any of those assertions made in the New Testament, that all 
power had been given Him in heaven and on earth, that every 
knee was to bow to Him, and that He was the power, the 
wisdom, the righteousness of God. 

If my interpretation of the perplexing sentence in the end 
of the chapter is correct, then we learn that there actually 
were some real Christians who maintained that Christ was a 
man bom of men, and that though their numbers were few, 
they were yet recognised and treated as Christian brothers. 
Much confusion has been thrown round the discussion of the 
passage by identifying these few Christians with the Ebionites, 
and by attributing to Justin's 'some' the doctrines which later 
writers attributed to the Ebionites. Justin gives them no 
name. He does not mention the Ebionites in his list of heretics. 
He says nothing elsewhere about a heresy that denied Christ's 
pre-existence. And, in fact, we have no right to identify them 
with any sect of later times. There seems every reason to 
believe that they were within the Church, that they were not 
a party at all, and that they were peculiar simply in this one 
opinion. 

Xni. ABSTRACTS. 
T. THE FIRST APOLOGY OF JUSTIN MARTYR. 

Justin begins his Apology by an appeal to the persons 
addressed to free their minds &om prejudice and to judge 
according to reason. He shows the absurdity and injustice 
of condemning Christians, simply on their confessing that 
they were such. Their lives should be examined. Philoso- 
phers were allowed to teach what they liked. But in the 
case of Christians the rulers were actuated by an irrational 
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impulse proceedings from demons— of the same nature as that 
which had impelled the Athenians to put Socrates to death. 
They were not atheists. They did not indeed believe in the 
demons ; but they worshipped God the Father of righteous- 
ness, his Son, the host of angels, and the prophetic Spirit. 

Some one, however, might say that several Christians 
had been convicted of evil-doing. He does not deny this : 
but he maintains that that is no reason why Christians 
should be punished without trial. A fair trial is ail that he 
wants. As far as the simple fact of their Christianity is 
concerned, they could easily deny it ; but they wish to live a 
pure life, and cannot lie. To shew that this is the teaching of 
Christ, we shall go over some of the main points. He men- 
tions, first, the belief in a judgment by Christ and a resurrec- . 
tion™. From this he diverges and alludes to the circumstance 
that they did not honour the gods with garlands and offerings. 
He shows how derogatory to the honour of God is the heathen 
conception of Him and his worship", that God does not re- 
quire material s^rifice, but accepts those who imitate his 
goodness, and will at last render them partakers of a life with 
Him, reigning with Him in incorruption®. This reign is not, 
as some thoughtlessly imagined, a human or earthly king- 
dom P. In fact. Christians help earthly governments j for the 
hope of a future state of bliss and the fear of eternal pimish- 
ment have the most salutary effects on the morals of men ; 
for Christians believe that it is impossible for word or thought 
to escape the notice of God. Justin states that he does not 
suppose that the emperors would do anything unreasonable : 
but that if they did persist in preferring customs to truths, 
they might try their best. They would never succeed against 
Christianity. Their teacher, Christ, had foretold this. They 
saw his prophecies daily coming to pass, and they were there- 
by confirmed in the truth of their religion, for prophecy is 
the work of God. Justin says that he might here stop, since 
he had shown his demands to be just and reasonable ; but as 

» 0. 8. » c. 9. • c. 10. ' c. II. 
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it is difficult to change a soul held by ignorance^ he will add 
a few things to what he had saidq. 

He asserts again^ then^ that Christians were not atheists^ 
worshipping, as they did, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit *". He 
warns the emperors to be on their guard against the demons. 
Christians themselves had been, under the same influence, led 
into all vice ; but what a change had come over them through 
Christ; from hatred to love, from filth to purity, from cupidity 
to liberality, from vice to virtue. He appeals to Christ^s 
teaching as showing what were their maxims >. He then 
quotes many of the sayings of Christ*. He urges the em- 
peror and his friends to believe these sayings, and he appeals 
to various heathen rites and teachings as corroborative of the 
. doctrine of a future state of rewards and punishments ^. He 
obviates the objection to a resurrection which consisted in the 
assertion that it was impossible ^. He shows the resemblance 
between the doctrines of the Sibyl, Hystaspes, and the Stoics 
in regard to the end of the world and the belief of the Chris- 
tians, and this leads him to a general notice of the points in 
which he can trace a resemblance between heathen and Chris- 
tian opinions x. He appeals most particularly to the circum- 
stance that the life, death, and ascension of Christ are paral- 
leled by similar beliefs in regard to the sons of Zeus j but he 
observes that the horrid deeds ascribed to Zeus and his sons 
were the inventions of demons*. He repeats that Christ was 
in an especial manner the Son of God, the Acfyos of God, even 
as Hermes among the Greeks was the annoimeing Word 
(Aoyos). And he shows that they can take no objection to 
his having sufiered, as the sons of Zeus did the same. His 
birth through a virgin is also paralleled in Perseus, and his 
raising the dead in Asklepios ^. He then asserts that it was 
the demons who prevented heathens from recognising the 
facts of Christ^s life and character, and from believing that 
the teachings of Christ were alone true and older than those 

1 C. 12. ' C. 13. ■ C. 14. * CO. 15, 16, 17. 
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of the Greeks*'. They did this by misrepresenting the truth 
in the fables of the poets, just as in his own day it was the 
demons that got up the reports of the Christians having done 
evil deeds. He proceeds to prove this last point by three 
assertions. First, that Christians were hated for difference of 
religion. The gods of the nations spread over the earth were 
as various as the nations themselves, and yet they were not 
interfered with^. In the second place, men of every race wor- 
shipped gods like Dionysus, Apollo, Aphrodite, who were said 
to have committed the greatest crimes. Christians, on the 
other hand, had given themselves to the one unbegotten God, 
and yet they were persecuted ^. And in the third place, the 
Romans had granted perfect toleration to men like Simon 
Magus and Menander, whom Justin believed to have been 
sent forth by the demons. He says he does not know 
whether these heretics who were also caUed Christians were 
guilty of the crimes of which real Christians were accused «. 
He is sure, however, that real Christians were not guilty of the 
crimes, while the great majority of heathens waUowed in the 
vices for which they said they disliked the Christians. They 
even assigned their profligacy to the institutions of the gods : 
and of these gods the serpent was the common symbol^. But 
with Christians the leader of the evil demons was called ser- 
pent. And he and all his followers will be punished at last, 
and the punishment would have been by this time inflicted 
had not God known that some men would be saved through 
repentance g. In farther confirmation of the fact that Chris- 
tians did not indulge in licentious practices, Justin observes 
that Christians either did not marry at all or married only to 
rear children ^i. He then supposes the objection made that 
Christ performed his miracles by magic. To this he regards 
it as the most satisfactory reply of all that he could appeal 
to those who had prophesied such things of Christ'. He 

^ I have changed ^817 into fii^. The connexion is somewhat obscure, but it 
seems to me to become clear with this change. 
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explains the nature of the Septuagint translation^ and relates 
what wafi prophesied in the Old Testament regarding Christ^. 
He quotes several passages from the Old Testament and gives 
his allegorical interpretation of them^ He then remarks that 
the Jews misunderstood many points of the Old Testament 
from not observing that the prophet spoke in many persons ™. 
And he adduces as examples several passages, such as Isaiah 
i. 3, spoken in the name of the Father", Isaiah Ixv. 2, &c., in 
the person of the Son ®. He then shows how the prophetic 
Si>irit foretold the spread of the Gospel by means of Christ's 
apostles ^, and this leads him to quote the whole of the first 
and second Psalms as an illustration of the prophetic Spirit's 
mode of exhorting men how to live % and of his prophesying 
the principal events in the life of Christ, and he then adduces 
I Chron. xvi. 23, 25-31, as a prophecy of Christ's reign after his 
crucifixion '. He explains how the prophetic Spirit speaks of 
things future as past, and shows that this must be the way of 
understanding the prophecies, since the statements of David 
were applicable to Christ alone «. To prevent the supposition 
that the Christians believed in fate, because they believed in 
prophecies, he goes on to exhibit the Christian doctrine of 
free-will*, showing that it is recognised by the prophetic 
Spirit, and that it is not inconsistent with God's foreknow- 
ledge **. He returns again to the prophecies, explaining how 
it was foretold that God would raise Christ from the dead and 
lead Him up to heaven *. He supposes, however, that some 
might base an objection on the circumstance that Christ was 
born only one hundred and fifty years before. They might 
assert that therefore those who lived before that time ought 
to be, according to the Christians, irresponsible. He therefore 
expounds his opinion of Christ as the A6yos of whom the 
whole race had a share, and according to whom even heathens 
like Socrates lived in some measure x. He then proceeds to 
adduce the prophecies of the destruction of Jerusalem*, of 
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Christ's powers of healing all diseases and raising the dead^ 
then of his own death % of his rejection by the Jews and the 
w^orship of Him by the Gentiles ^, of his crucifixion, and of 
his coming a second time in glory «, of his inexpUcable 
descent, and his rule over his enemies, of his ascension into 
heaven, and his second coming^. He then asserts that we 
ought to have perfect confidence in the unfulfilled prophecies, 
for that they will be as surely fulfilled as the others. He 
quotes some of these prophecies relating to the second coming 
of Christ and the resurrection of men accompanying it, the 
punishment of the wicked, and the too late repentance of the 
Jews^. He says he thinks these prophecies enough as proofj 
though he might have adduced many more. And he asks 
what evidence for the fact that Christ was the Son of God 
could be better than that derived firom the circumstance that 
it was foretold, before He became man, that He would appear. 
Justin appeals also to the desolation of Jerusalem patent to all 
eyes, and to the incontestable fact that there were more and 
truer Christians from Gentiles than from Jews, which he says 
was prophesied '. He then observes how the demons imitated 
the prophecies that related to Christ in order to seduce men, 
and traces the resemblance in the stories of Dionysus, Bellero- 
phon, Perseus, and Asklepios ^. He remarks that in the case 
of none of the sons of Zeus who were put to death did crucu 
fixion take place, and he proceeds to show how universal the 
form of the cross is in nature ^. The demons were not con- 
tent with altering and turning into fables the prophecies 
with regard to Christ, but after his appearance they raised up 
such men as Simon and Menander to deceive the people by 
magic miracles ^ These demons wish to persuade men that 
there will be no punishment after death ^, They also raised 
up Marcion from Pontus, through whom the demons turn men 
away from the true God and his Son^ He then proceeds to 
show how Plato borrowed some of his teachings from Moses". 
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And after tliat he relates how Christians dedicate themselves 
to God ^, but on mentioning the kovrpov he is led to remark 
that the demons instituted purificatory rites in imitation of it. 
They also made worshippers take off their shoes in imitation 
of Moses ^, Jews maintained that it was the unnameable God 
that appeared to Moses in the bush. He undertakes to show 
that it was God's Son or Aoyo9 p. The erection of a statue of 
Proserpine at fountains was also a perversion by the demons 
of a [)assage in Moses^ as was also the story of the origin of 
Athena n. After this digression he proceeds to relate the 
mode in which a man is admitted into the Christian com- 
munity, and describes the proceedings of the Christians on 
Sunday'. He then appeals to the sense of justice in the 
emperors, and appends the decree of Hadrian *. 



II. THE SECOND APOLOGY. 

The second Apology commences with an appeal to the 
Romans. He alludes in the first chapter to the influence 
exerted by demons over judges, inducing them to condemn 
Christians; and then he relates a case which has especially 
called forth his present appeal *. A vicious woman lived with 
a vicious man. The vicious woman became a Christian and 
tried to convert her husband, but in vain. She wished then 
to procure a divorce. Her friends urged her to wait; but 
after waiting she found herself compelled again to ask for a 
divorce that she might not be a partner in his crimes. She 
obtained the divorce. The husband determined to wreak his 
vengeance on the Christians. He urged a hecatontarch, a 
friend of his, to seize hold of Ptolemaeus, a teacher of the Chris- 
tian doctrines whom Urbicus had punished, and to ask him if 
he were a Christian. He confessed. Urbicus condenmed 
him. A Christian of the name of Lucius saw this and asked 
Urbicifs why he condemned a man merely on account of the 
name of Christian. Urbicus gave no reply ; asked if Lucius 
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also was a Christian, and, on his confessing, condemned him. 
Another Christian acted in like manner and shared the same 
fate ". Justin expresses a fear that he also will be put into 
the stocks, naming Crescens the philosopher as the man most 
likely to plot against him. He mentions that he had disputed 
with Crescens, and is willing to show the disputation to the 
emperors if they have not seen it. Crescens, he asserts, either 
knows nothing of the Christians, or, if he does, he does not 
venture to speak out *. He supposes some one to say : Why, 
if you go to God after death, don^t you kill yourselves imme- 
diately and save us all trouble ? We should thus at once, he 
replies, put an end to the spread of God^s truth and should be 
acting contrary to his design in creation and his will y. Then 
some one might say : If God were on your side, you would 
not be overpowered by the wicked. In answering this ques- 
tion he explains the origin of demons, Christ coming to de- 
stroy their power, and God^s putting off the destruction of the 
world until the whole seed of Christians be gathered ^. He 
remarks that the demons persecuted even some of the Stoics, 
because they had in them the seed of the Aoyos. How much 
more likely that they would persecute Christians who have 
the knowledge of the whole A6yos^ ! He then proceeds to 
reply to the objection that what Christians say about future 
punishments are mere sounding words to frighten people. 
His reply is that punishments are an essential part of the 
constitution of the world, that there would be no virtue or 
vice if there was no punishment *'. He returns to the subject 
of the A6yos, and shows how the demons persecuted such men 
as Socrates who had a share of the Logos. But Christ was 
the whole Logos. Socrates was not able to persuade any one 
to die for his belief; but Christ is obeyed not by philosophers 
only, but by uneducated tradesmen, for He is the power of the 
unspeakable Father^. The demons, besides, would have had no 
power over us, had not death been a debt which all must pay. 
In special reference to Crescens he now relates the fable about 
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Hercules told in Xenophon's Memorabilia. The Christiaiis 
choosing virtue are enabled to despise death ^. He himself 
was once a Platonic^ and was struck with wonder at the 
manly way in which Christians endured the cruelties per- 
petrated on them. The Christians might have tried to con- 
ceal their principles : but they were not afraid of death and 
they were bound to speak the truth. He repels strongly the 
accusation that the Christians could murder men ; and shows 
how easily they might have justified the practice, if it had 
been theirs, by appeal to heathen rites and myths «. Justin 
proclaims himself to be a Christian ; not that the teachings of 
Christ are different from those of Plato and other philosophers, 
but they are more complete. They had part of the Logos — 
Christians have the whole in Christ ^ He then urges the em- 
perors to let the sentiments of the Christians be everywhere 
known, and asserts that his great desire is that all men every- 
where be deemed worthy of the truth. He prays that it 
may be granted unto them to give a fair judgment in respect 
to the Christians 6. 



III. DIALOGUE WITH TBYPHO. 

The Dialogue with Trypho opens nearly in the same way 
as Cicero's Brutus. " While I was walking in the morning 
in the walks of the Xystus, some one, accompanied by 
others, met me with the words, ' Hail, philosopher ! ' And on 
this he turned round and walked along with me, and his 
friends also turned round along with him/' The person thus 
accosting Justin was Trypho the Jew. He had been at- 
tracted by Justin's philosophic cloak, and he immediately 
enters on a discussion regarding philosophy ; in the course of 
which Justin relates his conversion to Christianity h. The 
friends of Trypho burst out into a laugh at the conclu- 
sion of his narrative, and Trypho himself, with a quiet smile, 
says that it would have been much better for Justin to have re- 
mained a philosopher. He recommends him to be circumcised, 

* c. II. • c. 12. ' c. 13. » cc. 14, 15. *» CC. 1-8. 
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to keep the Sabbath, the feasts and new moons, and observe 
all the law. Justin, in reply, says that he will shew that he 
has not trusted to vain words, if he but wish to wait. On 
this the Mends of Trypho become again uproarious in their 
laughter, and Justin was for going away. Trjrpho seizes him 
by the cloak, and he and Justin retire to a quiet place to 
carry on their discussion ; two of Trypho's friends go away. 
The Dialogue then really commences '. 

Justin asks Trypho if he finds fault with Christians because 
they do not observe the law, or because he believes the 
accusations of cannibalism and licentiousness made against 
Christians to be true. Trypho replies, that he does not believe 
the accusations, but that he cannot understand how men 
could lay claim to piety and yet violate the law of Moses, 
especially in regard to circumcision *^. Justin replies that 
there is a new law promised in the Old Testament, that this 
law displaces the old, and that this new law is Christ. Hence- 
forth there is to be no more circumcision of flesh, but of 
the heart : and there is to be no special Sabbath day, but 
men ought to sabbatize the true Sabbath every day and 
hour. Justin appeals in proof of this to many passages of 
the Old Testament ^. The circumcision of Abraham was 
given as a mark that the Jews might be distinct ^from other 
nations, and might be punished for their cruelty to Christ 
and Christians. As much as this was distinctly foretold by 
the prophets ™. The law was given to the Jews on account 
of their iniquities and hardness of heart. Adam/ Abel, and 
Enoch, all the saints down to the time of Abraham, were 
uncircumcised, and yet pleased God. And all these and 
their sons, down to the time of Moses, pleased God, though 
they did not keep the Sabbath nor ofier sacrifices **. God 
ordered you to refrain from certain kinds of food that you 
might have Him before your eyes. He gave Noah full liberty 
to eat the flesh of all animals : but this liberty was taken 
away when ye set up a golden calf**. These assertions are 
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proved ])y many ]>a88ag'es from the Old and New Testaments'. 
Circumcision, moreover, is not an act of rig-hteousness : for 
women are capable of doin^ all the deeds of rig'hteousness, 
but cannot be circumcised ^. The only true circumcision is 
the circumcision wrougpht by Christ on the heart : and only 
they who are holy and righteous will inherit Sion, whether 
they be circumcised and keep the Sabbath or not ■'. Trypho 
objects that Justin selects those passages from the Prophets 
which s]>eak of a spiritual circumcision, but omits to quote 
those which enjoin a fleshly one. Justin replies that the 
Pr()])hetK enjoin outward rites for the same reason as Moses; 
namely, on account of the hardness of the hearts of the Jews. 
And now only a short time was left to them to repent and 
receive Christ, as was pro])hesied, while God's pleasure has 
been manifested to the nations*. Christ showed his power 
in subduing demons : and Christians look on Him as their 
ransomer and helper *. But if Christ showed so great power 
in the time of his humiliation, what will He show when He 
comes again in glory, as Daniel (vii. 9-23) has pointed out" ? 
Trypho objects that the prophecy of Daniel plainly points out 
the Son of Man as glorious, but the Christ of Christians had 
come under the greatest curse of the law — He was crucified. 
Justin replies that he had sufficiently answered this objection 
in quoting the fifty- third chapter of Isaiah, but that he would 
enter now more fully into the passages which relate to Christ 
in the Old Testament. Accordingly he quotes and makes 
observations on many passages, refuting the Jewish reference 
of them to Jewish kings and prophets, and showing that they 
referred to Christ. Thus Psalm ex. refers to Christ and not 
to Hezekiah*. And Psalm Ixxii. does not refer to Solomon, 
but to the Christ of Christians; for Solomon went so far 
wrong as to commit idolatry, while Christians, through 
Christ, are able to refrain even from eating things sacrificed 
to idols y. Trypho takes hold of the last remark, and asserts 
that there were many Christians who did not think it wrong 
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to eat things sacrificed to idols. Justin replies that these 
were Christians only in name, that they blasphemed God, the 
Father of all, and that their appearance had been foretold by 
Christ 2. Trypho returns to the subject, and asks Justin to 
prove that the passages in the Old Testament really refer to 
the Christ of Christians. Justin replies that he will first 
prove that the Christ is called God and Lord of Hosts. He 
appeals to Psalms xxiv., xlvii., xcix., and xlv.* Trypho again 
urges Justin to proceed to prove that the Christ of Christians 
was the Christ of the Scriptures. Justin replies that it has 
been proved ; that, moreover, he will prove it more fully, but 
that he will now go on with the continuation of his subject **. 
The paschal lamb was a type of Christ. The two goats were 
symbols of his two appearances c. The offering of fine flour 
was a type of the eucharist. Circumcision was a type of the 
true circumcision of the heart ^. Twelve bells attached to the 
dress of the high priest were symbols of the twelve apostles, 
and every ordinance in the law of Moses foreshadowed some- 
thing Christian e. Circumcision, and sabbaths, and sacrifices, 
end in Christ. Justin will therefore quote the passages which 
refer to the birth of Christ, especially Isaiah vii. 10-16, the 
Jewish interpretation of which he will afterwards discuss'. 
Meantime he warns Trypho and his companions not to trust 
in their descent from Abraham, but to lay hold of Abraham^s 
faith. Only in Christ is their salvation ; for so the Prophets 
testify?. Trypho asks if those who kept the law will be like 
Noah and Enoch in the resurrection. Justin replies that 
they will be saved, since they did those things in the 
law which are naturally and eternally right, and therefore 
were righteous^. Try^pho then asks, if any wished still to 
keep the law, and at the same time put their trust in Christ, 
would they be saved ? Justin replies that if they*did not insist 
on the observation of the law by others, he would welcome 
them as brethren, and he believes that they would be saved >. 
Trypho then remarks that the doctrine that Christ existed 

* c. 35. • cc. 36-38. *» c. 39. c c. 40. «* c. 41. 
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before the ages was a foolish one. Justin affirms that the 
doctrine of the pre-existence of Christ may be denied by 
one who believes in Him as the Messiah. Trypho then 
affinns that Elias will come to announce his appearance. 
Justin affirms that the spirit of Elias did actually appear in 
John the Baptist, who was put to death by Herod *^. Trypho 
then asks Justin to prove to him that there can be another 
God besides the God who made all things. Justin asks per- 
mission to quote the passages in Isaiah xxxix. and xl., de- 
scriptive of John's office as forerunner*. Trypho asserts that 
the application of these passages to John is doubtful. Justin 
relates the circumstances of John's career, and thinks that 
any one who knows these would not doubt in regard to 
the matter'". Justin then quotes the passages Gen. xlix. 
8-12, Zech. ix. 9, xiii. 7, and shows how minutely they 
foretold the circumstances of Christ's work and the spread 
of his power among Jews and Gentiles'*. Trypho again 
requests Justin to prove that there is another God besides 
the maker of all. Justin now sets to this work, and appeals 
first to the history of Abraham as given in Genesis. He 
maintains that one of the three angels who appeared to the 
patriarch is in another part of the narrative called God and 
Lord, and is distinguished from the Lord who is in heaven 
(Gen. xix. 24)°. He then appeals to the history of Jacob, 
and God's wrestling with him, quoting largely the narrative 
from Genesis^. And then he appeals to God's appearance 
in the bush to Moses ^. Trypho finds some difficulties in 
Justin's interpretation of the passage in Exodus, but they 
are satisfactorily removed'. Justin gives more fully his ideas 
of the Logos, appealing to Prov. viii. 21-36 as proof that 
He was in the beginning^. The words " Let us make man 
in our imag^' were addressed to the Logos, and the Logos 
is referred to in Joshua v. 13*. Tiypho requests Justin now 
to prove from the prophets that the Logos would become 

k cc. 48, 49. 1 c. 50. " c. 51. »» cc. 52-54. 
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man^ die^ and rise a^^ain. Justin replies that he has done 
this already^ and quotes again some of the passages which 
lie had already adduced". Tryplio says that the Jews, as 
they worship the true God, do not require to worship Christ 
or confess Him. Justin undertakes to show from the Scrip- 
tures that salvation is to be found only in Christ. He appeals 
to Psalms xcix., Ixxii., and xix.* Trypho says that he does 
not know what to make of the pass^e which says that God 
would not give his glory to another. Justin quotes the 
whole context, and shows that it is meant that God will 
give his glory to no other one than to Him who is the light 
of the nations. Trypho assents, and asks Justin to go on 
with his subject y. Justin now attempts to prove that the 
Christ was born of a virgin from Isaiah vii.* 10-16. Trypho 
objects that the right reading is ' young woman,^ not virgin, 
and that the prophecy relates to Hezekiah and not to Christ. 
He moreover remarks that the story of the virgin-born Son 
of God is like some of the mythological stories of Greece'. 
After some preliminary remarks, in the course of which he 
g^ves as a reason for the resemblances in Greek myths to facts 
in Christ^s history, that the devil imitated Moses and the pro- 
phets through the Greek legends, he affirms that the state- 
ment of the Jews, that the Septuagint translation was in 
some points inaccurate, was not true, and that the Jewish 
teachers had tampered with the text of Scripture. Trypho 
demands proof of this assertion*. Justin quotes four pas- 
sages, which he affirms the Jews struck out. [Three of these 
are not found in our manuscripts, and the other occurs in 
them all*'.] Trypho remarks that he thought the words 
in Psalm xcvi., which Justin had just quoted, referred only 
to God the creator of all. Justin begins to show that they 
also refer to Christ, but something is here wanting in the 
textc. Justin now proceeds to prove that he really became 
man. He affirms that from God's appearances to men in 

» c. 63. « c. 64. y c. 65. « cc. 66, 67. 
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various shapes^ it is not unreasonable to expect that He 
might become man^ though not of human seed. And 
he points out passages in which his superhuman origin 
is intimated <*. Trypho requests Justin to return to the 
explanation of the passage Isaiah viii. 4^ and Justin goes on 
to prove that it could not refer to Hezekiah. He details 
the circumstances narrated in the first and second chapters 
of Matthew^s gospel, and maintains that they are complete 
fulfilments of the prophecy®. Trypho finds fault with Justin 
for having spoken of evil angels. Justin adduces several 
passages to prove that some angels did revolt from God^ 
Trypho asks Justin if he is serious in maintaining that 
Jerusalem will be rebuilt and all the saints will rejoice with 
Christ in it. Justin affirms that he is, and quotes Isaiah 
Ixv. and the authority of the apostle John in proof of a 
millennium^. Moreover there are prophetic g^fts now among 
Christians ; and just as there were false prophets among the 
Jews beside the true, so there are false teachers beside the 
true among Christians *». But the Jewish teachers are wrong 
in referring Psalm ex. to Hezekiah, for he was not a priest 
after the order of Melchizedek, and the other circumstances 
of the Psalm do not suit him'. The prophecy in Isaiah vii. 
14 also relates to Christ^s birth through a virgin. The read- 
ing of the Jews — 'a young woman' — is a corruption, for it 
would be no sign that a young woman should conceive. 
That was an ordinary occurrence^. The words in Psalm 
xxiv. are applicable to Christ alone. Justin repeats these 
statements summarily for the sake of those who were absent 
from yesterday's discussion^. The wood also, Justin remarks, 
is a symbol of Christ in the Old Testament. He quotes 
many passages to prove this™. Trypho calls the attention 
of Justin to a passage in Isaiah xi., in which it was stated 
that the Spirit of God was to rest on the Christ, and inquires 
how the powers of the Spirit could be given to Him as 
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needing* them^ if He had lived before the ages. Justin replies 
that all the powers of the Spirit finally rest in Christ, and 
this is all that is meant. Christ did what He did not for 
his own sake, but for the human race; and the Holy Spirit 
came down upon Him, that men might know He was the 
Christ". Trypho acknowledges that the Scriptures foretold 
that the Christ was to sufier, but he says that the circum- 
stance that He died a death accursed in the sight of the law 
is a g^eat difficulty to him. Justin replies by stating that 
it would have been of no consequence if the manner of his 
death had not been foretold , but that the cross is again and 
again mentioned in a way calculated to escape observation. 
The Jews, vainly trusting to their outward rites, which were 
plainly given on account of their hardness of heart, have not 
recognised these intimations. Such intimations are given in 
Moses stretching out his hand : and God made Moses make a 
brazen serpent and put it on a sign, though He had strictly 
forbidden the making of images. So Christ was not cursed 
though He hung on a tree, but died by God's will for the 
human race who were cursed^. Moreover, various circum- 
stances of Christ's death and resurrection are distinctly pointed 
out in the Prophets and Psalms. Justin quotes several pas- 
sages and the whole of Psalm xxii.P He then discusses the 
various assertions in this Psalm, and shows how completely 
they tally with the accounts given of Christ's death in the 
memoirs of the Apostles*. He notices how the Psalm in 
the conclusion prophesies the resurrection of Christ, and ad- 
duces Christ's own sayings, and his giving no other sign 
but that of Jonah in confirmation'. The Jews, notwithstand- 
ing this fulfilment of prophecy in Christ, have for the most 
part rejected Him, but the Gentiles have received Him, as 
was distinctly foretold by Micah, iv. 1-7 s. The Scriptures 
foretell two comings of Christ ; but the Jewish interpreters 
adopt a low and earthly method of interpretation, and thus 
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fail to see the secret symbols of Christ's cross and deaft^ 
As an instance of a right interpretation he gives the history 
of Joshua^ and shows how he was a type of Christ «. He 
then mdkes some remarks on the language of Scriptme^i 
and expresses his belief that the Jews ooght at least to trust 
the words of Zechariah^ ii. lo. This prophecy is fxdfilled in 
the Christians. And the Jews are wrong in applying it to 
those of their number who are scattered over the earth; for 
there are many nations in which there is no Jew, but none 
where sacrifices — ^that is, prayers — are not offered up to God in 
the name of the crucified Christ^. Therefore the Jews shonld 
repent before the day of judgment comes, for Christ is an 
eternal priest, and is to judge all'. The Christians, then, are 
now the chosen people of Gk)d, the seed of Abraham by £Edth; 
for Christ is the expectation of the nations, as was foretold^ 
In Christ, according to David, and not in himself, were all 
nations to be blessed, and He has become a light to all 
nations^. The Jews interpret the nations to mean their 
proselytes, but they are wrong. Jesus said truly of them 
that they were doubly sons of Gehenna, imitating their 
teachers in hatred. The nations are those who now trust 
in Christ c. By the nations proseljrtes cannot be meant, for 
proselytes have the same law as the Jews; are as if they 
were of the same nation, and are as blind as the Jews: 
whereas the prophets speak of a new and eternal covenant 
and an enlightened people. Trypho then asks. Are you 
Israel ? to which Justin replies that Christians are the true 
Israel (Isaiah xlii. 1-4), and they are sons of God^. That 
they are is proved by Psalm Ixxxii., and by the meaning of 
the name Israel, for Israel foreshadowed Christ's conquest 
over the devil in his temptation®. If ye had known who 
Christ is, ye would not have blasphemed Him; for Christ 
is God. Justin quotes again passages which he had adduced 
in a previous part, and asserts that God the Father of all 

* cc. Ill, 112. " c. 113. ' c. 114. ' cc. 115-117. 
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cannot be meant in these passages ^ Some indeed regard 
the words ' angel/ ' glory,' and similar terms used in the nar- 
ratives of the Old Testament, as figurative expressions simply 
of God's activity, but Justin asserts that this notion is an 
utter mistakes, for the passages plainly imply that they are 
two in number^. The words in Deut. xxxii. 43 imply that 
the Gentiles were to rejoice with Abraham and Isaac and 
all who pleased God through good works, while the Jewish 
nation was to be rejected as disobedient ^ The history of 
the Jewish nation is fiill of tokens of God's kindness to them, 
and yet they continually rebelled against Him, and wor- 
shipped idols. And now at last they have done their utmost 
ag^nst Christ, and are persecuting Christians. God knew 
this, and expressed his condemnation of them beforehand in 
Isaiah iii. 9-15 and Isaiah v. 18-^5*^. Therefore you should 
no longer obey your teachers but follow God. They tell 
you that it is not wrong to imitate Jacob in having a 
plurality of wives. They do not understand that Jacob's 
history is ftdl of types*. The Scriptures proclaim Christ as 
eternal king, and state that the nations, not the Jews, will trust 
in Him (Isaiah xliii. 15; xlii. 1-4; Ixv. 9-1^"^). He who 
insults Christ insults Him that sent Him " ; therefore you 
should not speak against the crucified one. Justin now says 
that as the sun was coming near to the time of setting he 
will add but one other remark to what he had said®. He 
then adduces a passage which he says is taken from Isaiah, 
but which is not now found in the text of that prophet, to 
this eflfect, "In the flood of Noah I saved thee." Justin 
explains how Noah was a type of Christ in many respects, 
especially in the number eight that were in the ark, and in 
the blessing of his two sons and the cursing of the third, 
and how in the passage from Isaiah and in the blessings of 
Noah the Gentiles are clearly pointed out as the people of 
God P. Your teachers, on the other hand, lead you to believe 
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that if only you are of the seed of Abraham you will be 
saved. But the Scriptures condemn this teaching. Each 
man will perish by his own sin^ or be saved by his own 
righteous conduct^. God's foreknowledge of the event does 
not at all interfere with man's free-will, for whoever repents 
will be forgiven. ''Saying these things, dearest Marcus 
Pompeiiis, I ceased'.'* Trypho expresses the gratification 
he has had in the interview, and wishes that their meetings 
could have been more frequent. This cannot be, however, 
as Justin is on the eve of sailing. They wish each other 
every blessing, and part'*. 



XIV. THE DOCTKINES OF JUSTIN. 

In the works of Justin we have no theology properly so 
called, no attempt to arrange the whole of his beliefs under 
one system; but we find him pressed by his Apologetic 
position, and especially by his doctrine of the Logos, into 
more definite notions than most of his predecessors. 

God. — The doctrine of Justin with regard to the being 
of God comes out most distinctly in the epithets which he 
applies to Him. He calls Him the only God*, the God that 
really is^, the unbegotten God*, the imspeakable God^. The 
force of these epithets has been matter of dispute. Some 
have supposed that they discover in Justin the Platonic 
notion that the Absolute is entirely and completely unknow- 
able by man ; but except in so far as the epithets above 
quoted warrant us, we cannot assign this notion to Justin ; 
for though he mentions the Platonic doctrine and quotes 
from the Republic of Plato the exact words of the philosopher, 
yet he does so only when speaking of himself in the days 
in which he was a Platonic. Throughout his works he never 

1 c. 140. •" c. 141. • c. 142. 
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appeals to this Platonic doctrine, and though it is perfectly 
possible he held it, yet he certainly does' not say so. It 
is far more likely that he thought the abstract speculation 
involved in the Platonic ideas about the absolute had little 
to do with the practical work of Christianity. The epithet 
the 'only^ or 'one God/ he employs in opposition to the 
polytheism of the heathens. The epithet ' unbegotten^ has 
evidently a double reference ; first, to the circumstance that 
the gods of the heathens were begotten, and second, to the 
nature of the Logos. In confirmation of the first reference 
there is a passage in which Justin plainly contrasts the un- 
begotten God with Dionysus the son of Semele, and Apollo 
the son of Leto*. There is no express proof of the second 
reference, but the epithet is most frequently applied when 
speaking of the Logos »; and, as will be seen from a con- 
sideration of the doctrine of the Logos, the idea involved 
in the epithet was part of the basis of the doctrine. The 
epithet ippiyros (unspeakable, indescribable^), seems to refer 
to the manner of God^s existence, which is inconceivable 
by us. It approaches towards the Platonic doctrine, but 
differs from it in this respect, that it is not a philosophical 
notion. All men who reflect feel the impossibility of fathoming 
the Divine existence, especially the mode of that existence, 
and yet all reflective men are not necessarily Platonists. 
Justin, then, merely expresses the common Christian feeling 
with regard to the mode of God^s being, when he calls God 
the unspeakable Father of all. Perhaps the epithet was all 
the more readily and regularly used from the prominence 
given to the doctrine of the Logos. 

The epithets we have mentioned are of frequent occur- 
rence. There are some of great importance that occur only 
once. Thus God is called the passionless God (d7ra^5<^), in 
contrast to the heathen gods, who were given to all lusts. 

« Apol. i. c. 25. 

» Apol. i. c. 14, p. 61 B ; c. 49, p. 85 B ; ii. c. 6, p. 44 D E. 
*» Apol. ii. c. 10, p. 49 A ; c. 12, p. 50 C ; c, 13, p. 51 C. 
« Apol. i. c. ^5, p. 69 B. 
VOL. n. P 



21(1 77//; AroLOGLSTsS, [ChaJ. 

He is describfJ as the '* unchangeable and ever-existing God*^." 
God is thus represented as the being that exists^ that exists 
for ever, that has never been begotten, that is never changed, 
that is subject to no passion, and that man cannot describe. 
Man^s incapability of describing God is manifested in his not 
being able to give a name to God. He is the nameless God 
{tov av<»iv6yLa<TTov 0coV*^). "For no one can give a name to 
the indescribable God ; and if any one would dare to say 
that there is a name, he is utterly mad^" It is an impossi- 
bility for a man. And accordingly God has no name; the 
words Father, God, Creator, Lord, and Ruler, not being 
proper names, but appellations given in consequence of good 
deeds and functions?. Justin in several places insists on 
God^s not having a name, the fact being of considerable use 
in an apologetic point of view. For the giving of a name 
{a proper name, icvptoXoycio-^at**) implies that there existed 
a being before the one to whom it is given, who should give 
it to him • ; and moreover, the object of proper names is to 
distinguish beings of the same class, whereas God is the 
only God, the only God that truly exists (6 orro)? coj; 0€osJ). 
God thus being indescribable, how does man attain his 
notion of God ? Justin answers this question thus : " The 
appellation ' God' is not a name, but an opinion implanted 
in the nature of men of a thing that can with difficulty be 
explained, (Trpdy/Ltaros Svo-efr/yrjroi; liKpvTos rfj (pvcrci tQv avOp<a- 
770)1; 16^0}) r 

These expressions give us no insight into Justin's idea of 
the spirituality of God's nature. The passages which Justin 
quotes from Plato are conclusive as to God's being perceived 
only by the mind, but they are not to be considered as indicating 
the sentiments which Justin held as a Christian ; and Justin 
may have believed that man could perceive God only with 
the mind, while at the same time holding that God was in 
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some way or other material as well as spiritual. That he 
was of this opinion, however, is a matter of doubt, for his 
expressions are indefinite, and where they are definite enough 
we may doubt whether they are not anthropomorphic. 

Justin believed that God in a special manner was in super- 
celestial places. This belief comes out very strangely in 
Justin's remarks on the supposed appearance of God to' 
Abraham and Moses. ^^ For Moses," he says, " points out 
that He was divine who appeared to Abraham beside the 
oak of Mamre, accompanied by two angels who were sent 
to the condemnation of Sodom by another who always re- 
mains in the super-celestial regions™ {h toIs xm^povpavLoi^) , 
who never appears or speaks to any one by means of Himself, 
whom we conceive of {voovyi^v) as Maker of the whole and 
Father"*.'' ^^No one whatever," Justin says, in speaking of 
God's appearance in the bush to Moses, "that has but a 
small pai-ticle of sense, would dare to say that the Maker 
of the whole and Father, leaving all the things above heaven 
(ra vTt'kp ovpavov iiravra), had appeared in a little portion 
of earth o;" and farther on in the same chapter the Logos 
is spoken of as "serving God who is above the world, above 
whom is no other P." In harmony with this idea God is called 

^ tirjvi&iov, Justin's sentence is incomplete. See Otto, in loc. 

™ There is no noun added, and therefore it might be 'among the super- 
celestial beings/ 
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the '^Father and King of the heavens**/^ and this language is 
used in speaking of a Christian leaving this world and going 
to God. What notion Justin attached to these super- celestial 
places we cannot say, but in speaking of these very appear- 
ances of God he uses language with regard to the Father 
of all which shows that he had thought on the nature of 
God. ^' I suppose/^ he says, " that enough has been said 
by me to prove that where God anywhere says^ ' God 
went up from Abraham/ &c., ye should not reckon that 
the unbegotten God Himself has descended or ascended 
from any place. For the unspeakable {ipprjTos) Father and 
Lord of all never has gone anywhere, nor walks, nor sleeps, 
nor rises up, but remains in his own place, wherever that may 
be {iif Tji avrov xdpq, onov irori, fUv€t) ; seeing keenly and 
hearing keenly, not with eyes, nor with ears, but with power 
indescribable {bvvdix€i &A€icT<p) ; and He sees all things and 
knows all things, and no one of us escapes his notice. He 
moves not, and He cannot be contained in place, not even in 
the whole world (6 t6tt<^ r€ a^dprjTos kcu t^ K6(ryLi^ ^^^)> who 
also was before the world came into existence '^.^^ This pas- 
sage seems to me to explain why Justin called God ipprfTos. 
God had a place {x<ipa) of his own; he could not conceive 
Him without this. But this place was in no respect to 
be thought of as identical with any place (roxros) that we 
know, for God could not possibly be in the world (universe), 
since there was a time when the world was not. This 
place which Justin cannot describe is unquestionably the 
super-celestial places mentioned above, which in the subse- 
quent part of this chapter he simply calls the heavens. He 
states what he had often stated before, that it was not the 
Father of all that had appeared to men. '^ Neither Abraham 
nor Isaac nor Jacob, nor any other man, saw the Father and 
unspeakable Lord of all, of all without exception, even of the 
Christ Himself. .... If we do not thus understand the 

•* Apol. ii. c. 2, p. 43 C. 
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Scriptures it will come to this, that the Father and Lord of 
the whole was not in the heavens then when it was said by 
Moses, ^ And the Lord rained upon Sodom fire and brimstone 
from the Lord out of heaven »/ '^ Justin here clearly distin- 
guishes between earth and thq heavens, and assumes the 
impossibility of God being in both places. 

Perhaps Justin went farther than this. For he speaks of 
God as having indescribable glory and shape {ipprjrop bo^aif 
Kcu fjLop<f)rji;*), This may be mere antlu*opomorj)hic language, 
but it is likely that Justin did not mean it for such. But 
whatever Justin^s notions with regard to the shape of God 
were, he rejected what he calls the Jewish notion, that God 
had hands and feet, and fingers and soul, like a compound 
animal {(rvv0€Tov (oiov^). 

The extract made from the 1 27th chapter of the Dialogue 
with Trypho is proof that Justin had a firm belief in God^s 
omniscience. He sees and hears all things. He states this 
doctrine very distinctly elsewhere. He says that " it is im- 
possible for a man to escape the notice of God, not only in 
doing a thing, but in resolving on it^. Not only deeds but 
thoughts are manifest to God*. Christians know that they 
have the unbegotten and unspeakable God as a witness of 
their reasonings and deedsx. He is the just surveyor of all 
things {iiroTTTris tQv nivTiop^). He foreknows that which 
will be done by all men*.^^ 

Justin moreover describes God as almighty ^. He can do 
whatever He wishes c. 

These notions of the Deity are not inconsistent with the 
notion of God^s being in his own place ; for wherever that place 
is, it was before the world existed. He Himself is the Maker 

■ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 127, p. 357 C. The same remark is repeated about 
the same passage in c. 129, p. 358 D. 
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of the whole, and it is but an inference from this fact that his 
power over it is unlimited, and that He knows it from begin- 
ning to end. 

Justin frequently speaks of God as the creator of the world. 
Some of the passages in which God is so called have been 
quoted already. The epithets are very various. He is called 
the Father of the whole ^, the Maker (7rot?^r?}s) of the wholes 
the Maker of all (6 -navrm' -noLrjTrjs^) , the Father of all and 
Lord {beauoTrjs^)) the Father of all and Fashioner^, the 
Fashioner of this all (6 brjixLovpyos Tovb€ tov iravTos^), the 
Begetter of the all {y^vpr^ojp t&v airavToiv^) . We have also 
already seen the names Kvptos and KtCgttis, Lord and Creator, 
applied to Him. He is also described as "the God who 
made the whole world (6 0€os tov itivra KSafwv iroirjaas^) , 
or ^ all thingsni.^ '' 

A doubt has arisen as to whether Justin denied the eter- 
nity of matter. Several passages occur in which God is 
described as making the world out of shapeless matter. In 
speaking of Plato^s borrowing from Moses, he quotes Gen. 
i. 1-3, introducing the quotation thus : " The Holy Spirit 
points out how in the beginning and from what God 
fashioned the world.^^ And in summing up he says, ''So 
that Plato and those who agree with him, and we ourselves, 
have learned that the whole world was made by the word 
{\6y(a) of God from materials already existing and previously 
pointed out by Moses (ck t&v v-noK€t,iJLiv(av koI irpobrjKatdivTOiv 8to 
Mcovo-eojyn).^^ That previously pointed out is the shapeless 
matter {vKrj &fxop(t>os:) mentioned in the chapter. The work 
of the first day^s creation is thus described : " God, changing 
the darkness and matter, made the world (order *^).'' Some 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 108, p. 335 D. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 60, p. 283 B ; c. 16, p. 234 B. 

f Apol. i. c. 20, p. 66 C. K Ibid c. 32, p. 74 B ; c. 61, p. 94 D. 

^ Apol. i. c. 8, p. 57 A. ' Ibid. c. 13, p. 60 C. 

^ Apol.i. c. 13, p. 61 A. ' Ibid. ii. c. 5, p. 44 A. 

m Dial. c. Tryph. c. 55, p. 274 C. 

" Apol. i. c 59, p. 92 D. 

o Apol. i. c. 67, p. 99 A ; also c. 10, quoted afterwards. 
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have thought that they find an intimation of a creation, a 
making out of nothing, in the varying of the phrases em- 
ployed by Justin to designate the work of God. Thus it is 
said, " God in the beginning created (iKrto-c) and arranged 
{iKoa-fMYjae) all things P/' '^ For in saying that all things 
were arranged and made (ycyc/'^o-^at) by God we shall seem 
to be speaking the opinion of Plato ''/^ "There is no other 
God, and there never was but the God who made and 
arranged the whole*^/' Then, again, God is sometimes said 
to make, sometimes to fashion. In the Hortatory Addi'ess 
the distinction between the maker {-noLrjTrjs) and fashioner 
{brjfxiovpyos) is drawn : " The maker, requiring nothing else, 
makes what is made from his own power and authority, 
but the fashioner, having received the power of fashioning 
from the material, gets ready what is made,^^ {Karaa-KevACet, 
TO yiv6iA,€vov^), The distinction here drawn the writer does 
not give as his own, but as Plato's, yet he so introduces it 
that we are led to believe he agreed with the distinction. 
The distinction is not carried out in the Apologies and 
Dialogue. In some of the passages in which Justin speaks 
of God as making the world out of shapeless matter, he uses 
this very word to make (Trotetr); and in describing Plato's 
opinion with regard to the world as taken from Moses, he 
defines it thus : ^' That (rod, changing matter that was 
shapeless, made (Trotfjo-ai) the world*.'' Moreover, there is 
not one single passage which expressly opposes the eternity 
of matter. There is one passage^ which seems to do so, but 
it occurs in Justin's discussion with the old man, and is 
not therefore satisfactory" evidence of Justin's own mature 
convictions. 

Though we have thus no certainty in regard to this matter, 
yet one can scarcely doubt that Justin's view of the origin 

i» Apol. ii. c. 6, p. 44 E. •< Ibid. i. c. 20, p. 66 D. 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 1, p. 227 E. " Coh. ad Gent. c. 22, p. 21 C. 

' Apol. i. c. 59, p. 92 C. 

'^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 5, p. 223 A ; and Coh. c. 23, p. 22 A, quoted by Semiscb, 
ii. p. 240. 



216 TUE APOLOGISTS. [Chap. 

of the world was that it was a creation. It may indeed have 
been a point about which he thought speculation foolish and 
utterly unsatisfactory, and therefore he did not wish to pro- 
nounce an opinion one way or the other, or he may have 
thought it unwise to obtrude his notions on those who were 
trained in another opiniony. But his frequent references 
to God as the only unbegotten, and his mention of Him 
as the begetter of all, and his employment of the words 
'making' and ^creating/ tell on the side of his belief in a 
creations^. 

God made the world for man. "We have been taught 
that God being good fashioned all things in the beginning 
out of shapeless matter on account of men* ; '^ and we are 
" to thank God for having created the world with all things 
in it' on account of man^/' 

God still takes care of man*' and provides for him (Trpo- 
vo^lraCj^y and this providence is not of such a nature as to 
take care of the whole, and of classes only, while indifferent to 
individuals, as some philosophers think : for the Christian's 
belief, his caring for individuals, is proved by his praying to 
God day and night «. And indeed almost all the references 
Justin makes to God's moral character intimate a belief in 
God's care for and interest in man. Thus, in regard to the 
Mosaic laws, he remarks that God, "who is always the 
same," made the laws on account of sinful men, and " it is 
possible," he adds, " to demonstrate Him to be a friend of 
man {(piKivOpiditov) , and foreknowing and needing nothing, and 
righteous {biKaiov)^ and good^." His kindness and mercy extend 
to all, for He causes his sun to shine on alls, but are shown 

y Mar. PrsBf. p. xviii. 

» Justin, in the passage already referred to (Dial. c. Tryph. o. 5), speaks of 
the world as begotten (yewijr^s), and says that God alone is unbegotten and 
indestructible {&<l^apTos)t and on this account is God. 

* Apol. i. c. 10, p. 58 B ; 80 also Apol. ii. c. 4. p. 43 C ; c. 5, p. 44 A. 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 41, p. 260 A. 

c Apol. i. c. 28, p. 71 C. 

^ Apol. i. c. 44, p. 82 B. Dial. c. Tiyph. c. i, p. 218 A. 

f Dial. c. Tryph. c. 23, p. 241 A. r Ibid. c. 96, p. 324 A. 
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especially to him who turns from evil^. To them He is the 
much pitying and much loving Father of all, the merciful and 
kind God. And God Himself calls all men to turn from evil*. 
He accordingly has especial delight in those who imitate his 
own conduct. '^ We are taught and persuaded and believe 
that He accepts only those who imitate the good things that 
naturally belong to Him, (his attributes, ret Trpoaovra avT<^ 
ayada)y soundness of mind {(r<a<l)povvvriv) , and righteousness 
{biKai.oavvi]v)f and love of man {(^iCKavOfHa-nLav), and whatever 
things are natural to God^/' He is, on the other hand, dis - 
pleased with those who do evil*, and mention is made of his 
wrath "™ . God Himself is not only holy but the cause of holiness 
and light". He is the '^truest, and Father of righteousness, and 
soundness of mind, and the other virtues, and is free from all 
evil**.'^ It was He who through Christ freed men from sin p and 
saved them 9. Christ's whole work was undertaken and carried 
on in obedience to God, and the great aim and end of it was 
to beget us to God. A holy life is consequently described 
as a life with God'. Christians devote themselves to Him^^ 
hope in Him*, and put their trust in Him", and believe that 
they will receive incorruption from Him*. They pray to 
Him for intelligence y, and they know that ''especially the 
prayer with prostrate body and bended knees, accompanied 
by lamentation and tears, softens (/xctWo-crat) God^.^' We 
shall have occasion to say a good deal more with regard to 
Justin's idea of God in speaking of his doctrines with regard 
to Christ and man. 

»» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 141, p. 370 C ; c. 107, p. 334 D ; c. 108, p. 335 D : also 
c. 47, p. 266 D. 

* Apol. i. c. 40, p. 79 A. k Ibid. c. 10, p. 58 B. 

* Apol. ii. c. 4, p. 43 C. " DiaLc. Tryph. c. 123, p. 351 D. 
n Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 225 B. <> Apol. i. c. 6, p. 56 B. 

P Dial. c. Ti-yph. c. 41, p. 260 A. 1 Ibid. c. 74, p. 300 A. 

r Apol. i. c. 8, p. 57 A. 

» Apol. i. c. 25, p. 69 B ; c. 49, p. 85 B. 

* Dial. 0. Tryph. c. 16, p. 234 B. 

*» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 83, p. 310 A ; c. 92, p. 320 A. 

^ Apol. i. c. 39, p. 78 C. y Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 225 B. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 90, p. 318 A. 
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Christ, — We have already found that the great doctrine of 
the Christian writers was that He was the Son of God. They 
did not speculate on this fact. Justin, however, had to con- 
sider the sulyject more minutely in his Apologetics. What was 
this Son of God ? Was He man, or angel, or God ? Justin 
answered that He was God. But if He were God, how then 
could he maintain his position that there w^as but one God ? 
Justin sought his solution of this difficulty in a considera- 
tion of the nature of a son, and by adopting a notion pro- 
pounded in a quite different form by Plato and in a very 
allied one by Philo. The Son of God to be a son, must 
have been begotten ; but what could God beget ? Justin 
answered ' Reason.^ The Son of God then is Reason. As 
He is thus a product of God, He is God's ; He is completely 
under God's control; He does everything according to his 
will ; and thus, though He is divine, his very divinity is but 
a present bestowed on Him from the divinity of the one God, 
who imparts it without in the slightest degree diminishing 
his own. The Son of God was thus indeed God, but sub- 
ordinate to the Father, directed by Him, and revealing Him. 
Such was Justin's idea of the Son of God. 

We proceed to substantiate and develop the several features 
of it, as given in Justin's works. He speaks frequently of 
Christ as the Son of God, and affirms that he means by Son 
of God something peculiar. The ^^ Jesus called Son of God, 
even if He had been only man after the common fashion, 
would have been worthy on account of his wisdom to be 
called Son of God*." But He was not born after a common 
fashion, but " peculiarly from God^/' This assertion unques- 
tionably relates to his miraculous birth on earth. But Justin 
extends the peculiarity much beyond this, for '^ Jesus Christ 
alone was begotten peculiarly a Son to God, being his reason 
and first-born and power*';" ^^ who alone is properly called 
son^'." ^^ He is the only- begotten^." 

» Apol. i. c. 22, p. 67 E. ^ Ibid. 

<" Apol. i. c. 23, p. 68 C. * Ibid. ii. c. 6, p. 44 D. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 105, p. 332 C. 
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The manner in which Justin speaks of this part of his 
belief with regard to Christ is noteworthy. He says, " We 
have been taught that Christ was the first-bom of God.^' It 
was a part of the recognised belief of the Church. He adds, 
'^ and we have pointed out before that He was the Logos, of 
whom the whole race partook ^/^ 

The most important statements of Justin with regard to 
the Logos are the following : — " I will give another proof,^^ 
he says, ^^from the Scriptures, that, as a beginning (Apx^/i^^) 
before all creatures, God begot a certain rational (Aoytio/i;) 
power from Himself, which is also called by the Holy Spirit 
'glory of the Lord,' and sometimes Son, and sometimes 
Wisdom, and sometimes Angel, and sometimes God, and 
sometimes Lord and Reason (Logos), and sometimes He 
calls Himself Commander-in-Chief, when He appeared in the 
shape of man to Jesus (Joshua) the son of Nave, for He de- 
rives all these names from his attending to the Father's wish, 
and from having been begotten from the Father by willing ; 
for is not this such a thing as we see take place among our- 
selves? For putting forth {-npofiiXKovr^s koyov Tiva) some 
discourse we beget discourse {\6yov), not by way of cutting 
it off, so that the discourse in us [Koyov) should be lessened 
when we put it forth ^. And such a thing we see also in the 
case of fire j that from which the lighting takes place is not 
lessened, but remains the same, while that which is lighted 
from it also manifestly exists, and did not lessen that 
from which it was lighted. But the Word (Aoyoy) of wisdom 
will bear witness to me, being Himself this God [ovtos 6 
&€6i)y who was begotten from the Father of all, and being 

' Apol. i. c. 46, p. 83 C. 

^ ^PX^v iJoiay mean here 'in the beginning/ or 'a principle and origin of 
things.' 

^ It is impossible to translate the xAyos here exactly. I have had recourse 
to the old use of the word 'discourse,' which combines thought and expres- 
sion. The sense is, "when we give utterance to some expression we are 
exercising our reason, but that reason is not diminished, though its results 
have gone forth in the form of expressions or arguments." 



S20 THE APOLOGISTS. 

(ijtipx'^'') '^^son (\6yos] and wisdom, and power and 
Him who begot, and who lias said these things 
Solomon, ' If I proclaim to you what takea place dail 
rehearse to you things that took place long ago (rci i^ 
The Lord {tKua-t) created me in the beginning of 1 
for his deeds. Before the age He laid my fouuda 
the beginning, before He made the earth and before J 
the abysses'.' " Justin goes on to quote the remaind 
eighth chapter of Proverbs. This passage of Justir 
a pretty iait idea of the various features of the do< 
the Logos and of the parts of the Old Testament 1: 
he supported it. 

From some of the expressions in it one would be 
to think that Justin did not mean a person. Thus, 
speaks of "God's begetting a certain rational power (8i 
we should be inclined to suspect that Justin did no 
jKjrsonality to the power. But other, parte of tl 
extract are conclusive on this point, and if that v 
enough, Justin combats the idea that the Logos am 
were not persons, but activities of the Divine Beii 
states the theory opposed to his own thus : " That th 
{pyvafiii) is indivisible and inseparable from the Fat 
autly as they say the light of the sun on earth is in 
and inseparable from the sun which is in heaven, a] 
it sets the light is carried away with it ; so the Fathc 
He wishes, they say, causes his power to leap fori 
when He wishes, again takes it back to Himself* 
various names applied to angels and Christ were expli 
having reference to the modes of manifestation j Lc 
instance, being used to denote the exercise of God' 
in " bringing communications from the Father to mei 
this theory Justin remarks, "That there are angels, t] 
always remain, and arc not dissolved into that froi 
they arose, has been proved, and I have also shortly e 

> Dial. c. Trj-ph. c. 6l, p. 184 ABC. 
" Dial, c. Tryph. c. 118, p. 358 C. 
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and shown in what has been already said, that this power, 
which, as has been in like manner proved by many proofs, the 
prophetic word calls God and Angel, is not, as the light of 
the sun, counted in name only, but is also something different 
{iT€pov, other, second) in number ; for I said that this power 
was begotten from the Father by his power and will, but not 
by way of cutting off, as if the substance of the Father were 
divided'/^ and then he refers to his previous analogy of the 
fire. In harmony with the idea that He was different in 
number, we shall find that He is frequently called the second 
after God the Father. 

After obtaining this clear proof that Justin held to the 
personality of the Logos and his difference in number from 
God, we inquire when did Justin suppose Him to be be- 
gotten? Now it is plain that the very fact of his being 
begotten implies a time, and Justin invariably looks upon the 
begetting of the Logos as an act of the Father^s. What is 
called the ' eternal ^ generation of the Son is a contradiction 
in terms, though perfectly allowable as expressing an incom- 
prehensible idea. Justin knows nothing of it ; for if he had, 
he would have been sure to qualify the temporal expression 
^to beget ^ by something to show that he meant to exclude 
from it the temporal notion conveyed in it. 

At the same time Justin could assign no date for such an 
event as the begetting of the Son, for, according to Justin, 
this begetting took place before anything else. He is the ''first- 
bom {'jTp(aT6TOKos) to the unbegotten God"™.^' And it is ex- 
pressly stated that He was before all creation. '' Now his Son, 
who alone is properly called Son, the Logos, being with (God) 
and being begotten before his works, when in the beginning 
He created and set in order all things through Him, is called 
Christ, in reference to his being anointed and God's ordering all 
things through Him, a name which also includes an unknown 
signification ".'' " But this offspring {yivvrjixa) which was put 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 128, p. 358 C. 

™ Apol. i. c. 53, p. 88 A ; c. 63, p. 96 C. 

n Apol. ii. c. 6, p. 44 E. 
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forth really from the Father was with the Father bef »re all 
created things (viantav rw iroirj^iiTaiv^) " These two passages 
contain the most positive statements with regard to the pre- 
existenoe of the Logos, but they are so indefinite, or have 
been supposed to be so indefinite, that the most extraordinar}- 
interpretations of them have been made. Some have found 
the eternal generation of the Son in them, and some have 
found exactly the opposite. 

Both Semiseh and Otto regard avviav {' being with ') as 
expressive of an attribute inherent in God, and consequently 
the expression they take to refer to the eternal residence of 
Reason in the Divine mind. The y€vv(aiJ.€vo^ ('being be- 
gotten ') forms a contrast with the <rvv<av, and refers to the 
hypostatizing of the Logos. And then they take the clause, | t: 
" when He created the world,'' as intimating the date of the 
hypostatizingP. The objection to this view of the words is that 
crvvdv is not the proper word for an attribute, ivdv or irpoaiav 
being the words used for it ; (rvv^iyn. implies ' existence along \ l 
with,' and therefore separate distinct existence. And even if 
this were not the case, the second extract proves conclusively 
that Justin so uses it here. The yivvrffxa, the thing begotten, 
was with the Father. This c*annot by any possibility be said 
of an attribute. Justin wishes to show that the Logos was 
the person to whom God said " Let us make man," and he 
adduces the fact in partial proof that the Logos was with 
Grod before all created things. If the (rvinjv implied that He 
was a mere attribute of God, the argument fails completely. 
The first extract seems to me to be an instance of Justin's 
confiised way of stating his opinions, but I do not think that it 
can be adduced to prove anything but what Justin elsewhere 
in clear language positively asserts. The whole diflSculty lies in 
the word ycrrw/xcros, and the joining of this word with the Sre. 
Now if the context be examined closely it will be found that 
the main object of the sentence is to give an explanation of 
the word ' Christ,' and not an explanation of the Logos. We 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 62, p. 285 D. p See Semisch's Note, vol. ii. p. 181 ff. 
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therefore think that the 5t€ ought to go with the meaning of 
Christ and not with the y^vvtaixevos^ , both the (ruviv and the 
y€vv<&iJL€vos being inserted simply to qualify the Aoyos. The 
meaning of the sentence therefore is, ' the Logos who was with 
the Father far before all creatm^es, and whose nature is to be 
begotten (who is a being that is begotten, not tnade), is called 
the Christ, when in the beginning God created and arranged 
all things through Him.' According to this interpretation 
we have nothing here but what Justin states throughout the 
whole of his Apology and Dialogue. He does not anywhere 
assert that the Logos was begotten immediately when God 
made the world ; but, on the contrary, says that He was 
with Him then. How long He was with Him is a question 
that he never answers ; and by far the greatest probability is 
that Justin never put this question to himself. He used the 
words ' begotten,' ' put foi-th,' ^ offspring,' because this was the 
relation between Father and Son. But his mind had not 
been directed to the possible inferences to be drawn from 
applying a temporal word in an unqualified manner to the 
Son of God. Kaye"^ thinks that Justin must have be- 
lieved in the co-eternity of the Son with the Father, since 
he regarded the words ky<a c^/jtt 6 iLv as spoken by Christ to 
Moses". But Justin does not give his interpretation of these 
words, and nowhere so applies the words to Christ that we 
can draw the inference which Kaye draws. 

We should scarcely be allowed to make this inference with 
regard to the indefiniteness of Justin's ideas if he had spoken 
of the Logos as created, as some say he does. But the only 
two passages which are adduced in proof do not testify to 
any such thing. The first and principal occurs in Dial. c. 
Tryph. c. 114, p. 341 D. Justin is speaking of the mode in 
which the Holy Spirit uses the tenses of verbs, speaking 

<i So Bull takes it, Def. Fid. Nicsen. sect. iii. c. a, p. 187, only he translates 
5rc, ' quoniam.' Grabe translates 2tc, ^ quando/ and joins it with ytw^ixwos in 
his annotation to Bull's remarks, p. 191. 

' Elaye's argument is given in Bull, Def. Fid. Nicaen. sect. iii. 2. 2. 

■ Apol. i. c. 63, p. 95 E. 
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of things that were to happen either as now happening or as 
having liappcned. He adduces several instances^ and then 
he proceeds : '^ And again when lie says^ * I wiD look on the 
heavens the work of thy fingers/ unless I hear (bear in mind) 
the workmanship of his words^ I shall not hear them with 
understanding/^ The meaning of these words seems to me 
perfectly plain — that if the reader of the Psalm do not bring 
before his mind the method employed by the Holy Spirit in 
the use of language^ he will come to the absurd inference 
that God had real fingers. The ipyaa-La t&v \6yoDP aifTov is 
the rix^ or art, previously mentioned*, of the Holy Spirit 
shewn in the words of Holy Scripture. Editors, however, 
thinking that there was no sense in the words or not a good 
one, proposed various changes in the reading of the nianu- 
Bcripts. And thus Maranus converted t&v Xoyoav into top 
kdyovy and we get the doctrine, unknown to Justin, '' K I 
hear not the Logos his workmanship.^' Otto, with more 
consistency, changed riav koymv into tov Xoycvy but the 
change is not merely unnecessary, but does not give such 
a satisfactory meaning. The other passage adduced can 
scarcely be called a proof of Justin's opinion. Trypho, in 
reply to Justin, says, contrasting Judaism with Christianity, 
'^ But we, being worshippers of the God that made this one 
Himself [Christ], do not require to acknowledge or worship 
Him'*.'' Justin, it is said, does not reply to this, and his 
silence is supposed to favour the notion that he regarded 
Christ as a creature. But the inference is entirely unjustifi- 
able. Trypho speaks in the strongest contempt of Justin's 
beliefs, and Justin replies not to the particular assertions, but 
to the spirit of Trypho, and blames him especially for '^ pre- 
paring not to understand the things said." Added to this is 
the circumstance that though Justin has very frequently to 
speak of the Son, he invariably selects peculiar words. The 
Father puts forth or begets {-npofiiXK^i^ yevva). The Son is 
put forth, begotten, or comes forth '^, and He is a yivinjfxa. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 14, p. 341 C. •» Ibid. c. 64, p. 287 C. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. lOO, p. 327 B. 
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It would be extraordinary if Justin had believed Christ to 
be a creation that he should have systematically avoided the 
use of words in regard 'to Him which were continually 
employed in regard to other creatures. 

The actions of the Logos are numerous. He was the 
instrument employed by God in creating and arranging the 
world y. There is no mention of the peculiar necessity requir- 
ing the activity of the Logos in creation. Some have thought 
that Justin intimates that the thought of making the world 
was God^s, and that it was the part of the Logos to carry out 
this thought into reality. But the passage adduced states no 
such thing. The words are, " Since they knew that God, 
having thought, made the world through the Logos^.^' The 
mode of expression here is exactly the same as in the other 
passages which speak of God^s making the world. And the 
introduction of ivvorjO^vra^ ^ having thought,^ is merely acci- 
dental, and occasioned by a wish to show that the mytho- 
logical idea of Athena's being the wpwr?^ ivvoia, 'the first 
thought,' was borrowed from the Old Testament. 

The Logos was present at the creation of man, and '^ the 
whole race of men partook of Him*/^ " He is and was in 
every one^/' ''The seed of the Logos is implanted in the 
whole race of men^/' All that was good in the heathens 
sprung from this seed of the Logos. " And those who lived 
with the Logos are Christians, even though they were 
reckoned atheists : such as, among the Greeks, Socrates and 
Heraclitus, and men like them; and among barbarians, Abra- 
ham, and Ananias, and Azarias, and Misael, and Elias, and 
many others d/' Justin calls this logos (m^pimriKos Aoyos, 
' logos that is sowed,' and asserts that heathen writers " spoke 
well according to the share which they had of the spermatic 
logos, for they saw what was related to it®." And, again, 
''All the writers were able to see realities darkly through 

y ApoL ii. c. 6, p. 44 E. ■ Ibid. i. c. 64, p. 97 B, 

• Apol. i. c. 46, p. 83 C. t> Ibid. ii. 0. 10, p. 48 E. 

c Apol. a. c. 8, p. 46 C. ^ Ibid. i. c. 46, p. 83 C, 

« Apol. ii. c. 13, p. 51 C. 
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the sowing of the implanted (ffi^vrou) logos that 
themV Justin distinguisfaes this spermatic logos 1 
complete Aoyos. These men had but a part or see 
logos, saw the truth but faiutl^j and often therefon 
dieted themselves. "The seed and imitation," sayi 
" imparted according to a capability of receiving is oi 
and quite another is that of which there is the part 
and imitation according to the favour which procc' 
it (or HimB)." Christians have the whole Logos, at 
remarks that it cannot be deemed wonderful if " the 
make those more hated who try to live, not according 1 
of the sowed logos, but according to the knowledge 
templation (yp&aiv koi OtatpCav) of the whole Logos- 
of Christ''," since even Socrates and the like were 
with death. Justin's doctrine on this subject is so 
that one would he inclined to imagine that he did i 
hute personality to the Logos, but he himself pre 
from fancying any such thing, for he again and agai 
fies this Logos with Christ, as in the passage last qu' 
somewhere in the context of most of the passives qu 

The activity of the Logos was most marked in tl 
the Jews. He was continually appearing to them 
shape, performing the will of his Father. Thus He 
to Abraham, to Jacob, to Moses, and to Joshua. He 
the inspirer of the prophets*, and Justin goes so 
identity the function of the prophetic spirit with th 
liOgos. "That those who prophesy are God-bomi 
thing else than the divine Logos, even you, as I tl 
grant i." And the words spoken by the inspired 
are not to be supposed as proceeding from them, bi 
the divine Logos moving them^." We shall have 
also the activity of the Logos in the birth of Jesus. 

Justin unhesitatingly and frequently speaks of ' 
God. Justin admits the possibility of even men 1 

' Apol. ii. e 13, p. 51 D. i Ibid. 

X Apol. ii. 0. 8, p. 46 C. > Ibid. c. fo, p. , 

* Apol. i, 0. 33, p. 7J D. * Ibid. c. 36, p. ; 
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gods^ Bat whatever may have been his thoughts in regard 
to this matter^ he regarded Christ as God in a peculiar sense^ 
as being, in fact, part of the Divine substance, though not by 
way of cutting off. 

Justin applies the term O^os to Christ, without the article. 
Three passages have been adduced in which he uses the 
article. In the case of one of the passages it may be doubted 
whether Justin applies the words 6 6^6s to Jesus. He is speak- 
ing of Joshua, ''For he gave to them a temporary inheritance, 
since he was neither Christ the God nor the Son of God"^.'' 
The two possible meanings that seem to me fair to put on 
this passage are: — that Joshua, as not being an anointed 
person, who was God or the Son of God, could not give an 
eternal inheritance. If this is the meaning, the words have 
no reference to Christ, but to a state of existence in which 
Joshua was, and here mentioned without reference to per- 
sonalities. The 6 ^€09 means, therefore, a being who is 
God. If personalities are to be thought of, then the meaning 
will be, that because Joshua was not an anointed person, 
being neither the "Supreme God nor his Son,^' he could not 
give an eternal inheritance. According to this meaning, 
the 6 dcJs refers to the Supreme God : the Son of God is 
Christ. If we take the words to refer to Jesus Christ alone, 
they do not appear to me to give a proper meaning : '' Joshua, 
because he was not Christ who was God, and because he was 
not the Son of God.^' Here we have Christ referred to in two 
relations, as being God, and the Son of God; a reference 
totally unnecessary to Justin, as he considered the Sonship 
of Christ to imply his divinity, '' being God from his being 
the firstborn son of all created things °.^' 

The other two passages *» in which Justin is supposed to apply 
the term & OeS^ to Christ are plain and distinct. They both 
occur in the course of remarks on the appearance of God to 
Abraham and other Jews. Some editors have been inclined 
to suppose that the article in these passages is the work of 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 114, p. 354 A. » Ibid. c. 113, p. 340 C. 

■ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 125, p. 354 C. • Ibid. c. 56, p. 276 C ; o. 75, p. 300 D. 
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transcribers ; but there is no need of such a supposition^ as 
there is a manifest reason for Justin^s deviation from his com- 
mon practice. Justin is proving from the Old Testament 
that Christ is God. He appeals to the appearances of God to 
the Jews, and the passages which he quotes do not employ 
the single O^osy but 6 O^os. Justin imitates this, and, in fact, 
in one of the passages he could not do otherwise, for his 
words are, " If therefore I could not prove to you that one of 
those three (angels) is (6 dcds) God.'' Now, 6 O^os is the very 
word used in the passage quoted °, and with which Justin pro- 
mises to show the identity of the angel. Justin, before men- 
tioning Christ at all, uses 6 Otos, and it is only by the context 
that we know Justin does mean Christ. Trypho also uses 
& $€6s several times, and in the clause that immediately pre- 
cedes our quotation. The fact is, that Justin, in both eases, 
does not make an immediate application of the term to Christ. 
His reasoning has not reached this point, but is only on its 
way. In the first case, he is to show that one of the three 
angels is 6 Btos ; in the other case, that God (rbv O^ov) appeared 
to Abraham and Moses. The argument before it relates to 
Christ has to proceed thus : it is impossible that the Father 
of all should either take the form of an angel, or in any way- 
appear to men. Therefore there must be some other being 
who is God besides the Father of all. This is the Logos, or 
the Christ. 

The passages of the Old Testament in which the 6 O^os oc- 
curred must have presented a difficulty to Justin, which he 
could overcome only by choosing the least offensive explanation. 
Neither Justin nor the Gnostics were able to reconcile some of 
the statements of the Old Testament in reference to God with 
their own notions of the deity. The Gnostics fancied their 
Demiurge, Justin found the Divine Being in the Logos. He 
had accordingly to prove that there was a God different from 
the Father of all, and in the chapters 56-6^ of the Dialogue 
with Trypho he labours to establish this point. But he has at 
the same time to be on his utmost guard against destroying 

• Gen. xviiL i. 
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the doctrine of the oneness of God. And the way in which 
he accomplishes this is^ by regarding Christ not as 6 dcos, 
the Divine Beings because one of his aims was to shew that 
He was another ; but as Ow, possessed of a divine nature and 
in complete subjection to the Father of all. It was, there- 
fore, a real stumbling-block in Justin^s way that he found 
o O^os in the Old Testament, in the passages speaking of 
God^s appearance. He was compelled to allow that such 
was the language of the Old Testament, and that, as such, it 
must be correct. But he had an inward feeling that two 
beings called 6 ^eos made two Gods, supreme and inde- 
pendent, and therefore, when he is left to himself, or when 
coupling the word B^os with Jesus Christ, he invariably uses 
B^os, and he almost as invariably points out either that the 
divinity was derived, or that Christ was acting in obedience 
to his Father's will. 

The proofs of these statements are frequent in the chapters 
referred to. " What I say,'' he says, " I will endeavour to 
prove to you who understand the Scriptures, namely, that 
another is God and Lord, and is so called, subordinate to the 
Maker of all, who is also called Angel on account of his an- 
nouncing to men what things the Maker of all, above whom 
there is no other God, wishes Him to announce to them P." 
Again : " I will try to prove to you that He who is said ta 
have appeared to Abraham, and Jacob, and Moses, called and 
described as God, is other than the God who made all things — 
in number I mean, not in mind {yvdfirj, intention, or resolu- 
tion) . For I maintain that He has never done [or said ^] any- 
thing but what He who made the world, above whom there is 
no other God, has wished him to do and say^." ^^ That which 
is begotten is different in number from that which begets ^/^ 

The complete subjection of the Son to the Father is 
intimated in almost every reference that Justin makes to the 
divinity of Christ. The very begetting of Him was the 

p Dial. c. Tryph. c. 56, p. 275 C. 

4 Justin, in his inaccurate way, has omitted this ' or said.' 

r Dial. c. Tryph. c. 56, p. 276 D. 

« DiaL c. Tryph. c. 129, p. 369 B ; c. 62, p. 285 C» ^ ' 
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result of the will of the Father^ as several passages quoted 
already prove ^ '' He came forth from the Father by his 
power and will ^,** His divinity has God for its cause. In 
speaking of Christ^s appearances as Grod in the destruction of 
Sodom^ Justin quotes the verse^ ^' The Lord rained fire &om 
the Lord from heaven^^' and then adds^ ^' The prophetic word 
points out that there were two in number ; one who was on 
earthy who^^ it says^ came down to see the shout of Sodom ; the 
other existing in the heavens^ who is Lord also of the Lord 
that was on earthy as being Father and 6od^ and is cause to 
Him of his being powerful^ and Lord^ and 6od^ (alrtJ; t€ can^ 
rov cZi^oi jccu hwaxi^ koL Kvpm kclL 0€^ ^) /' And in reference to the 
same subject^ Justin remarks that no one saw the Lord of all 
but ^^ Him who^ according to the will of the Lord of all^ was 
also 6od^ his Son^ and his messenger {iyyckov) &om serving 
his will*/' "He is placed under the Father and Lord 7." 
He derives all his o£Sces from God. " He Himself [Christ] 
received from the Father the privilege of being (or being 
called) King^ and Christy and Priest^ and Angela and every 
other such o£Sce as He has or had *." " He is Lord of hosts 
on account of the will of the Father who gave to Him to be 
so ^" The various names which He receives in the Old Tes- 
tament^ and which Justin enumerates several times^ are given 
Him according to the service which He performs for the 
Father. Thus He is called Angela "because He Himself 
announces what ought to be known/' and Apostle^ "because 
He is sent to point out what things are announced ^" His 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 76, p. 301 B. Justin, speaking of Christ being called a 
stone^ says, "The saying that He was cut out without hands means that He 
is not human work, but the result of the will of the Grod of all, the Father 
putting him forth'* (5ti ohx tarup iufOp^ivop fpyow &AX& rris fiovXrjs rod vpopdX' 
\opros avrhv irarpbs t&¥ ZXan Ocov). « DiaL c. Tryph. c. loo, p. 327 B. 

^ Otto reads Ss, * who says/ but translate as if it were tv. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. lag, p. 358 D. * Ibid. c. 127, p. 357 B. 

y Dial. c. Tryph. c. ia6, p. 356 B. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 86, p. 313 C. The word * being/ or * being called,' has to 
be supplied from the context. * Ibid. c. 85, p. 311 A. 

* Apol. i. c. 63, p. 95 D. His names are given in Dial. c. Tryph. c. 34, 
p. 251 D; c. 86, p. 313 C, abready quoted; c. 126, p. 355 B, 
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whole earthly life was the result of the will of the Father. 
His resurrection was caused by the Father, and his subse- 
quent glories were the gift of the Father. He could not 
even be saved without the Father ^. 

Christ, therefore, is God. As Justin says, " God He is 
called, and God He is and will be^.^' But his divinity is 
derived from the Father, entirely subjected to the Father, 
and employed in his service at his will. " The sense,'^ says 
Semisch, '^in which Justin believed that the Logos was 
subordinate to the Father is twofold — ^that of complete de* 
pendence, and of a quantitative inequality of being e.^' It is 
worthy of note that Justin permits divinity only to the Son. 
'^ Do you think,^' he says to Trypho and his friends, '' that 
any other one is to be worshipped, and is called Lord and 
God in the Scriptures, except Him who made the universe, 
and Christ, who was proved to you by so many passages in 
Scripture to have become man ^?^^ ^^ God gives his glory to his 
Christ alone «.^' He is the first power after the Father of 
all *', and held in the second place by Christians *. '' We 
worship and love the Logos, who is from the unbegotten and 
inexpressible Father, after GodJ.^^ Justin frequently refers 
to the worship paid to the Son, but, as usual, maintains 
that this worship is justified by its being the will of God ^, 
'^ For he who loves God with all his heart and all his strength, 
being foil of pious resolution, will honour no other God, and 
he will also honour that angel, God wishing it, who is loved 
by the Lord God Himself i.'' 

The Incarnation. — The incarnation of Christ and his earthly 
life are often spoken of by Justin. The words by which he 
denotes the incarnation are numerous; they will be given 
in the quotations we make. Justin derives his information 
with regard to the incarnation from, and bases his specu« 
lation on, the Old Testament, referring to the memoirs of 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. loa, p. 330 A. * Ibid. c. 58, p. a8i D. « vol. ii. p. 191. 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 68, p. 293 B. See also c. 65, note 6 in Otto. 

K Dial c. Tryph. c. 65, p. 289 D. •» Apol. i. c. 32, p, 74 B. 

> Apol. i. c. 13, p. 60 D E. 1 Ibid. ii. c. 13, p. 51 C. 

k Dial. c. Tryph. c. 6^, p. 187 B. > Ibid. c. 93, p. 321 A. 
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the Apostles as confirmatory. He speaks of the incarnation 
of the Son as a thing determined on before creation. He 
appeals to the words of Psalm ex., " In the brightness of thy 
holy ones, from the womb, before the morning star, I begot 
thee ; " and says, " Does not this point out to you that the 
God and Father of all intended Him to be born from above 
and through a human womb ^'f And we have evidently 
"the same idea in the sentence, " David also proclaimed that 
He would be born of the womb according to the will of the 
Father, before sun and moon ".'^ 

Justin speaks in the most decided terms of the reality of 
the humanity of Christ. He speaks of a psalm as " showing 
that He truly became man, capable of feeling sufferings [avrL- 
Xr]TiTLKOs TraO&v^)/' "that He was bom a man truly capable 
of suffering {a\ri6m tj aOrjTos).*' And in one passage he makes 
an express reference to the opinion of the Docetes. He says 
that his heart was trembling and like wax, "that we may 
know that the Father wished his own Son truly to endure 
even such sufferings on our account, and that we may not say 
that He being the Son of God did not feel those things that 
happened and fell to his lot^.^^ 

Justin makes no distinction between the divine and the 
human natures of Christ. He considered the pre-existent 
Logos and the man Jesus Christ as in all respects the same, 
and what in any respect he affirms of the one he affirms of 
the other. The proofs of this will be manifest in many of the 
extracts which we shall make in reference to other points. We 
adduce one or two here, principally because they have some- 
times been misunderstood. " These words,^' says Justin, " are 
to prove that Jesus the Christ is Son of God and Apostle, 
formerly being Logos, and having sometimes appeared in the 
form of fire, and sometimes in the image of incorporeal things, 
but now through the will of God having become man for the 
human race, He endured to suffer what the demons caused 
Him to endure at the hands of the senseless Jews ^.'' The 

m Dial. c. Tryph. c. 63, p. 286 D. Maranus translates AvwOtv * antiquitus,' 

and not ' coelitus.' " Ibid. c. 76, p. 302 B. <> Ibid. c. 98, p. 325 A. 

P Dial. c. Tryph. c. 99, p. 326 B. ^ Ibid. c. 103, p. 331 D. ' Apol.i.c.63,p.96A. 
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identity of the Son, Logos, and the man could not be more 
distinctly announced in an unconscious manner. Kaye * sup- 
posed that it was here stated that Christ was the Logos before 
He was Son or Messenger, but such a notion is at utter vari- 
ance with the repeated assertions of Justin, and, indeed, with 
his whole doctrine of the Logos, which had its foundation in 
the Sonship of Christ. Kaye^s supposition arises from a mis- 
take with regard to the irpoTepov^ which has no reference to 
the preceding clause, but to the vvv hi, which follows. Justin 
has the very same contrast in the same chapter : " And for- 
merly He appeared in the shape of fire and an incorporeal 
image to Moses and the other prophets, but now in the times 
of your government, as we said before, having become a man 
through a virgin according to the counsel of God.^' And in 
Dial. e. Try ph. c. 128, this irporcpov is used by itself to signify 
'^ before the incarnation *.'^ The Logos or Son thus endured 
all the sufferings which Jesus endured. Justin did not specu- 
late on the possibility of the divine Logos being capable of 
suffering, for He Seems to have regarded his capability of ap- 
pearing to man and taking upon Him man^s nature as the 
feature which distinguished Him from the Father. The 
Father was in his super- celestial places, immovable and un- 
changeable, and hence could not be liable to any human affec- 
tion. There is only one passage in Justin which states the 
contrary of this, but the passage is in such complete opposition 
to all Justin^s beliefs and to his whole theory that editors have 
wisely changed it. In the MSS. it reads, "In which remem- 
brance is had of the suffering which through it (or Him) the 
God of God suffered.^' Thirlby has altered it into " which the 
Son of God suffered on their account ".^^ To this Justin could 
have no objection, for though he regarded the term ^ Son of 
God^ as implying divinity, yet he did not suppose that his 
divine nature could not suffer. He did not indeed put his 

" Some Account of the Writings and Opinions of Justin Martyr, by John, 
Bishop of Lincoln, second ed., p. 64, note i. Apol. i. c. 63, p. 96 D. 

^ Maranus, ia loc, and Otto, note 7. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 117, p. 345 A. h •KftcovBt hC aitrov 6 Qths tow B^ov, 
changed into t itiTrovdt $i* ahrovs 6 vlls tov OcoO. 
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doctrine in the form we have now put it, and we cannot ven- 
ture to say that his mind had struck upon this inference from 
his general belief. The identity of the Logos with the man 
Jesus is also seen in the way in which Justin justifies the 
idea to heathens. "We do not bring any thing new/' he 
says in his First Apology^, "alongside of those who are 
called with you sons to Zeus, when we say that the Log^s, 
who is the first offspring of God, was born without mixture 
Jesus Christ our teacher, and that He was crucified, and died, 
and rose again, and ascended into heaven.^' And he appeals 
to Hermes, whom he calls the hermeneutic or interpretative 
word, to the death of Asklepios, who was first struck with a 
thunderbolt and ascended into heaven, and to various instances 
of Apotheosis. And he repeats similar assertions in the next 
chapter, making especial reference to his crucifixion, which he 
maintains is common to him with the sons of Zeus. So com- 
plete was the identity of the man with the Logos that the 
Logos or reason is said to reach even to his whole being. 
"Our doctrines,'' he says, "are evidently more sublime than all 
human teaching, because Christ who appeared for us was the 
entire reason {to koyiKov to oKov) , body. Logos, and soul X." 
This passage is not without its difficulties, yet still the sense 
seems not to be mistaken. The o-c^/ma of Christ is his body, the 
^X^ ^s ^^ living principle with its attendant affections and 
passions, and the Logos is the highest nature. Both the 
(ra>/uia and the >/a;x^ are completely subjected to rational prin- 
ciples, and the highest or regulative power in man is not called 
Tiv^viia in Christ; for the Trvevfia was in Him pure reason. 
Neander was inclined to regard these words a^s spurious. 

The incarnation of Christ took place on account of the will 
of the Father. This doctrine has been attested by several of 
the passages quoted already. We adduce a few more. "Jesus 
Christ being his Logos, and firstborn, and power, and by his 
will having become man z." " He became man according to 
the will of God, even the Father »." The doctrine is still 

* c. 21, p. 67 A. y Apol. ii. c. 10, p. 48 BO. 

' Apol. i. c. 33, p. 68 C. • Ibid. ii. c. 6, p. 45 A. 
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farther seen in the especial descriptions of the method in 
which the Logos became man. For there is scarcely a 
mention of this subject in which the Father's will is not 
spoken of. 

Justin frequently refers to the miraculous birth of Christ 
by a virgin. ^' For if,'' Justin says, '' like all other firstborn 
children. He also was to be begotten from intercourse, why 
did God say He would give a sign which is not common to 
all first-begotten children ? But that which is indeed truly 
a sign, and which was to be credible to the human race, 
namely that the first-begotten of all creatures having been 
made flesh through a virgin's womb should truly become a 
child, this circumstance, he taking hold of it beforehand 
through th^ prophetic spirit, proclaimed it in various ways, 
as I have related, so that when it took place it might be 
known to have taken place by the power and will of the 
Maker of all^/' ''He was bom {iL-n^iwriOri) by means of 
a virgin who was of the seed of Jacob, who was the father 
of Judah, the previously- mentioned father of the Jews, 
through the power of God c." Christ's connexion with the 
fathers of the Hebrew race through Mary is several times 
mentioned. The ceremonies of the law "ought to cease in 
Him who, being the Son of God, the Christ, was bom, 
according to the will of the Father, through a virgin, who 
was of the race of Abraham and of the tribe of Judah and 
David ^." Justin seems to have felt that this doctrine of 
the Logos being born of a virgin might prove a stumbling- 
block to the Jews, and he therefore refers them to the 
appearances of God to Abraham and the other patriarchs 
as of a like nature. " If then," he says, '' we know that 
God® was manifested in so many shapes to that Abraham, 
Jacob, and Moses, how do we doubt and not believe that He 
could be born man through a virgin according to the will of 

*> Dial. c. Tryph. c. 84, p. 310 A. « Apol. i. c. 33, p. 74 D. 

<* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 43* p. 261 C. See also Ibid. c. 45, p. 364 A; c. 48, 
p. 267 C ; c. 100, p. 327 C. 

* This is the instance of rhv Btov not quoted above. 
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the Father of all, especially when we have so many Scriptures 
from which we can expressly learn that this also took place 
according to the will of the Father *^?*^ 

Justin refers frequently to the miraculous birth without 
mentioning the virgin. Thus, " Christ has blood, but not 
from the seed of man, but from the power of God ^ /' and in 
words slightly different, " his blood not having arisen from 
human seed, but from the will of God ^" 

Two passages deserve especial notice in this connexion. 
The one has been quoted already in which it is said that 
Christ was born " without mixture,^^ the most likely ex- 
planation of which is, that it refers to his miraculous birth 
by the power of God. The other passage refers to the 
Mosaic ritual, and runs thus : " Nor now is there in like 
manner any need of it after Him who was bom according 
to the will of God, [apart from sin, through] the virgin of 
the race of Abraham, the Son of God, Jesus Christ ^'^ The 
reading in the manuscript is corrupt ; for it is hi\a ofxaprCas 
TTJs. Editors generally supply ha before the rrjs, and render 
as I have rendered above. Now both of the meanings which 
can be assigned to the bC\a aixaprCas are objectionable. Otto 
and others, who regard the Fragments on the Resurrection as 
Justin^s, suppose that he refers here to the opinion that there 
is sin always in sexual connexion, and that Christ was born 
bCxo. aixapTias because He was born of a virgin. But there is 
not a single passage in Justin^s own writings to justify such 
an interpretation. Others have supposed a reference to the 
doctrine of original sin, but as this doctrine is totally un- 
known to Justin, this interpretation has been generally re- 
jected. Thirlby proposed to read bia MapCas, but the change 
is too great, and the name Mary is seldom inserted. It 
seems to me that the right reading is probably bia atxaprCas, 
that the x of ^^X** ^^^ arisen from a repetition of the sound 
a in bip.apTlasj and the omission of the second bia may be 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 75, p. 300 D. R Ibid. c. 54, p. 274 A. 

*» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 63, p. 286 D. See also Apol. i. c. 22, p. 67 E. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 23, p. 241 B. 
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accounted for by the unusual juxtaposition of 8ta twice. The 
words hia afxaprCas would have a peculiar force in the con- 
nexion which might account for their being there at all. 
Justin intimates that the Mosaic ritual was appointed on 
account of men being sinners^ and he now states that there 
is no need of this ritual now that Christ has been bom for 
the express purpose of taking away sins. 

Justin was pla^eed in a peculiar predicament in reference to 
the birth of Christ by his Logos-doctrine. God the Father 
willed the creation of the world, but accomplished it througl^ 
the Logos. So He continually acts through the Logos^ 
But when God wished the Logos to become flesh, who was! 
there to be the instrument ? Justin does not hesitate to- 
answer that it was the Logos Himself. ^^_Jesus Christ ouii ^^Ah'J/'^^*' 
Saviour was made flesh through the Logos of God J.^' Ana-r^^ff^^'— - 
in describing his birth he says, " But the power of Goa /*•'• '• ""/^J 
coming upon the virgin overshadowed her and made her J 
though a virgin, conceive. And the angel of God who was: 
sent to her at that time gave her the good news, ^ Lo, thouj 
shalt conceive of the Holy Spirit,^ ^' &c. On this passage,' 
taken from the Gospels, Justin remarks : " It is not lawful,, 
then, to understand by the Spirit and the power which pro-: 
ceeds from God anything else than the Logos, who is also 
God's firstborn ^/' ; 

Of the earthly life of Christ Justin mentions most of the| 
events as recorded in our Gospels. He especially dwells on i 
those occurrences which throw light on the prophecies of the '' 
Old Testament. We need not relate them here particularly ^ 
but we shall take care to notice where Justin says anything 
different or additional to our narratives. 

Justin narrates with great particularity the circumstances 
of the nativity and infancy of Christ. He tells how Joseph 
and Mary went to Bethlehem, and afiirms that Christ was 
born in a cave. He drew this information from a prophecy, 

J Apol. i. c. 66, p. 98 A. k Ibid. c. 33, p. 75 A B C. 

'See Otto, De Justini Martyris Scriptis et Doctrina^ p. 158, for a full and 
accurate account. 
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Isaiah xxxiii. i6. He relates all the events recorded in the 
first and second chapters of Matthew, and draws the inference 
from the worship rendered by the Magi, that the presence of 
the infant freed them from the powers of an evil demon"*. 
He also describes John the Baptist, and how Jesus came to 
him to be baptised. He adds the circumstance ^ that, at the 
baptism, on Christ^s descending into the waters, a fire was 
lighted in the Jordan, and that the voice from heaven said^ 
" Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee <>/' 

Up to the age of thirty Jesus had remained unknown to 
the world, according to prophecy, being thought the son of 
the carpenter Joseph, and acting Himself as a carpenter, 
making ploughs and yokes P. Justin mentions his teachings 
his miracles, and his prophecies. He also mentions several of 
his apostles, and relates one or two occurrences of his life — his 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, and his partaking of the 
passover with his disciples. He dwells more minutely on the 
circumstances of his death. He was crucified on the day 
before Saturday (t^ itpo rrjs KpoviKrjs)^ and on the day after, 
that is, the day of the sun. He arose again from the dead and 
appeared to the apostles*'. The Father of all, after raising 
Christ from the dead, led Him up to heaven '. 

Justin himself in several places gives a summary of the 
principal facts in the earthly life of Christ. " In the books 
of the prophets,'' he says, '^ we found Him proclaimed before- 
hand as coming, a^ being bom through a virgin, and as reach- 
ing manhood, as healing all disease and weakness, and raising 
the dead, as envied and unrecognised and crucified, Jesus 
our Christ, and as dying and being raised up, and ascending 
into heavens, and being called Son of God.'' The formula 
used in exorcism seems to have included these circumstances. 
" For by the name of this very Son of God and firstborn of 
all creation, who was bom through a virgin, and became 

"» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 78, p. 304 D. » Ibid. c. 88, p. 315 D. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 88, p. 316 D. p Ibid. p. 316 AC. 

1 Apol. i. c. 67, p. 99 B. ' Ibid. c. 45, p. 8a D. 

• Apol. i. c. 31, p. 73 A. 
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man capable of suffering, and was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate by your people, and died and rose again from the dead, 
and ascended into heaven, every demon exorcised is conquered 
and subdued ^'^ 

Semisch draws particular attention to two points connected 
with the earthly life of Christ — " his descent into Hades, and 
his reassumption of his crucified flesh /^ But he goes consi- 
derably farther than the words of Justin warrant. He sup- 
poses that Justin taught that Christ went down to Hades to 
preach the gospel, and speculates as to what object Christ 
might have had in so doing, as Justin maintained that the 
pious Jews would be saved. The passages on which Semisch 
bases his opinions and suppositions are these. In expounding 
the words of Psalm xxii. i, 2, he remarks on the words "not 
for ignorance to me :^' — " As it was not from ignorance that 
God asked Adam where he was, nor Cain where Abel was, but 
to evince the character of each, and that the knowledge of all 
might come to us through writing, so he also referred not to 
his own ignorance, but to that of those who thought that He 
was not Christ, but reckoned that they would put Him to 
death, and that He would remain like a common man in 
Hades ^/* Here Justin himself does not say a word about 
Christ's remaining in Hades. He merely states the thoughts 
of Jews, and uses the language which he knows these Jews 
would have used. The other passage to which appeal is 
made is in Dial. c. Tryph. c. 72, p. 298 B. Justin is speaking 
of the passage which the Jews struck out of the text of the 
Septuagint : " And from the words of the same Jeremiah they 
in like maimer cut oflF these, ' The Lord, the Holy God of 
Israel^ remembered his dead who had fallen asleep in mounded 
earthy and He went down to them to preach the good news of 
his salvation to them.' '' Justin gives no interpretation of these 
words, makes no further remark with regard to them. He 
may have interpreted them with regard to Christ's descent 
into Hades, but he would be a rash man who would venture 
to assert that he assuredly did so interpret them. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 85, p. 31 1 B. " Ibid. c. 99, p. 316 B. 
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There is even still less evidence for the other opinion, that 
Christ reassumed the same body, which, remaining still essen- 
tially the same, passed into a state of glorification at his ascen- 
sion. The passage to which appeal is made is in the Treatise 
on the Resurrection. And even it says nothing more than what 
we find in the Gospels, that the body of Christ risen was a 
real body, that He could eat, and that it had the marks of the 
nails. The writer does not speculate, and does not speak as if 
he were conscious of propounding any opinion, but as if he 
were stating facts. And the same fact of Christ ascending 
with the mark of the nails in his body, and altogether in the 
state of body in which his sufferings would make Him, is 
implied in a general way in ch. 36 of the Dialogue with 
Trypho. Justin is explaining Psalm xxiv., especially the verses, 
" Lift up your gates, ye rulers, and be ye lifted up ye ever- 
lasting gates, and the King of glory shall come in. Who is 
this King of glory? The Lord of hosts. He is the King 
of glory.^^ '^ That the Lord of hosts,^^ says Justin, '^ is not 
Solomon, has been proved, but when our Christ rose from the 
dead and ascended into heaven, the rulers who are appointed 
by God in the heavens are ordered to open the gates of the 
heavens, that this one who is King of glory may enter, and, 
ascending, may sit down on the right hand of God until He 
place his enemies as the footstool of his feet, as has been 
shown by means of another Psalm. For when the rulers in 
heaven saw Him disfigured, and having a form dishonourable 
and inglorious, not knowing Him, they asked, ' Who is this 
King of glory ^ ? ' '' 

Justin says comparatively little of the character of Christ, 
and what he does say is taken principally from the Old Testa- 
ment prophecies. He mentions his complete obedience to his 
Father, quoting Psalm xxii. 4-6, and remarking that in it he 
points out " that He would be saved by God, but does not 
boast that He does anything by his own will or strength. 
For when He was on earth He did the same. When some 
one said to Him ^ good teacher,^ He answered, ^ Why do you 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 36, p. 255 B. 
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call me good ? One is good, my Father, who is in heaven l.' " 
He also appeals to the same psalm as proof " of his piety to 
the Father, and how He refers all things to Him and seeks to 
be saved from this death through Him*/^ Justin calls Christ 
the only blameless and righteous {hUaiov) man^. He speaks 
of Him as sinless b, and calls Him the most righteous and 
only spotless and sinless Christ*^. 

With regard to the object of the incarnation, Justin speaks 
in that unspeculative manner in which we have found all the 
early writers speak. He does not give us the slightest hint 
how he thought the incarnation accomplished the object in- 
tended, or rather he did not trouble himself about the how, 
content with the great fact that it was God^s plan and that it 
ftdly succeeded. 

The passages we have adduced already in regard to the incar- 
nation show that that event was the result of God's will and of 
the exercise of his power. The object consequently was also 
his object. It was a service {oIkovoixIo) undertaken at the will 
of God, and consummated on the cross ^. Through the mystery 
of the crucified one God showed his pity to the whole race of 
believing men, and therefore Christ urged them to praise 
God®. It is to '^ salvation prepared by the Father that we 
are called through Christ f.^' ^' Christ, according to the power 
of the Almighty Father given to Him, came, calling to friend- 
ship, and blessing, and change of mind, and social lifeS.'^ And 
even in the teaching of Christ it was God who was teaching 
through Him**. In examining the subject more minutely the 
reader will notice many other proofs of the same great truth. 

The grand purpose of Christ's appearance may be stated in 
one word as salvation. The name ^ Jesus,' according to Justin, 

y Dial. c. Tryph. c. loi, p. 328 A. 

■ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 98, p. 324 D. See also Ibid. c. 102, p. 330 A. 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 17, p. 234 D. 

*> Dial. c. Tryph. c 102, p. 330 A ; c. 103, p. 330 C, with special reference 
to his death. « Dial. c. Tryph. c. no, p. 337 D. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 103, p. 331 A. • Ibid. c. 106, p. 333 C. 
' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 131, p. 360 D. s Ibid. c. 139, p. 369 A, 
^ Apol. i. c. 19, p. 66 B. 
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implied this^ for " it has the name and meaning both of man 
and saviour'/^ Justin is much more obscure on the name 
^ Christ/ for in one place already quoted he spoke of the name 
' Christ' as being given to the Logos because He arranged the 
world, and in another he affirms to Trypho that Jesus might 
be the Christ even though He were only a man. In the first 
passage ^ he affirms that the name ' Christ * (anointed) has an 
unknown force, probably referring to the impossibility of our 
conceiving what could be meant by anointing the Logos be- 
fore his creating the world. The second passage is interesting 
as stating Justin's opinion definitely and in contrast, that 
Christ was more than man. " His being the Christ of God/' 
he says, " is not destroyed, if I am unable to show that He 
was pre-existent Son of the Maker of all, being God, and was 
bom a man through the virgin k/' Trypho was not to deny 
that this one was Christ ^^if He appear as a man bom of 
men and be proved to have become Christ by selection." 
And he adds the difficult passage which we have adduced 
already in proof of his liberality. 

It is a matter of the greatest importance to determine the 
nature of the salvation. Justin expressly says that it was a 
^^ salvation from the bites of the serpent, which are evil deeds, 
idolatries, and other iniquities 1." Justin does not once men- 
tion salvation from punishment due to men in connexion with 
the death of Christ. The death of Christ, according to him, 
rescued men from sin, dissolved the power of demons, and 
destroyed death. But he nowhere speaks of it as directly 
abating suffering or procuring happiness. Christ having 
risen from the dead became judge, with power to dispense 
eternal blessings or everlasting punishment, but Justin no- 
where speaks of its being Christ's object in coming into the 
world to dispense the one or the other. 

A more minute inquiry into what Justin states with regard 
to the objects of Christ's incarnation and the way in which 
he actually accomplished them will develope these ideas. 

» Apol. ii. c. 6, p. 44 E. J Ibid. ^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 48, p. 267 C. 

* Dial, c. Tryph. c. 94, p. 322 A. 
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There are some passages which speak in general terms of 
the object of Christ's coming. He became man in behalf of 
the human race™, on accoimt of us", for our salvation®, for 
men diverse and of various forms from every race P. He 
endured to be born and to be crucified, not because He 
required to do these things for Himself, but in ^^ behalf of 
the race of men that from Adam had fallen under death and 
the deceit of the serpent 9/' 

In examining more particularly the objects of the incarna- 
tion we shall best exhibit them by discussing the means. 
Justin speaks of two characters of Christ in which He ac- 
complished his work — as a teacher, and as a sufferer. It 
has been remarked that Justin says nothing of the example 
of Christ. 

Christ^s teaching is in Justin's mind an essential feature of 
the work of Christ. For Christ was the reason (Logos), the 
complete reason, and consequently those in whom He dwelt 
completely were necessarily holy. Accordingly when He 
came to earth, ^^ became man and taught these things, not 
merely philosophers and scholars obeyed Him, but also handi- 
craftsmen and people entirely uneducated, despising both 
glory, fear, and death, since He was a power of the in- 
expressible Father and not a mere getting up of human 
speech'.^' *' His words were short and concise, for He 
was not a literary man (<ro0toT^y), but a power of Gt)d, even 
his Logoss.^' '^And He alone taught without concealment 
{iL-napaKdK&nnasi) the great things which the Father had de- 
termined for all men who were and would be well-pleasing 
to Him, and for those who revolted from his will, men or 
angels alike.'' Therefore Isaiah called Him the angel of 
the great counsel*. 

Justin states the object of his teaching in general terms in 

» Apol. i. c. 63, p. 96 A. » Ibid. ii. c 13, p. 51 D. 

o Apol. i. c. 66, p. 98 A. P Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 34, p. 3^4 0. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 88, p. 315 D. ' Apol. ii. c. 10, p. 49 A. 

• Apol. i. c. 14, p. 61 D. The words might be translated, • but his discourse 
was a power of God.* * Dial. c. Tryph. c. 76, p. 301 C. 
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one passage: *'And Jesus Christ alone was begotten pecu- 
liarly Son to God, being his Logos, and firstborn, and power, 
and having become man by his will. He taught us these 
things for the conversion and reformation of the human 
race'*/' In other passages the object in a negative and 
positive aspect is more precisely the persuading men to leave 
the demons, and the urging of them on to holiness": ^^ His 
powerful word has persuaded many to leave demons to 
whom they were slaves, and to trust on the Almighty God 
through Him*/' 

The efiects of Christ's teaching are more fully set forth in 
two passages. In the one Justin urges the emperors to give 
heed to the words of Christ, and asks them to beware, lest 
demons deceive them and turn them away from reading and 
understanding what is said. He asserts that '^we have re- 
volted from these demons after yielding obedience {-n^iaOrivai) 
to the Logos, and we now follow the only God, the unbegot- 
ten, through his Son." He then contrasts the former character 
of Christians with their present, and appeals to the words of 
Christ as proof of the kind of regulations according to which 
they lived y. In the second passage he says, ''For his word 
of truth and wisdom is more fiery and enlightening than the 
powers of the sun, and penetrates into the depths of the heart 
and the mind." And shortly after he adds, referring to the 
figure used here : " If He shone so much and was so powerfiil 
in his first appearance, which was dishonoured, disfigfured, 
and despised, that in no race was He unknown, and that men 
of every class were converted from the old evil mode of life of 
each race, so that even the demons were subjected to his 
name, and all principalities and kingdoms feared his name^." 
Here reference is made to more than his teaching ; yet almost 
immediately after he adds, " To us then it has been granted 
both to hear and to understand, and to be saved through this 
Christ, and to know fully {kmyvQivaC) all the things that are 
the Father's." 

" ApoL i. c. 23, p. 68 C. « Dial. c. Tryph. c. 83, p. 309 1>. 

y Apol. i. c. 14, p. 61 B. * Dial. c. Tryph. c. 121, p. 350 B. 
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The second aspect in which Christ appears as a worker for 
man is as a sufferer. This sufferings however^ includes not 
merely his suffering on the cross^ but his endurance in be- 
coming a man. We have had several passages stating this 
already*. 

And^ in fect^ Justin seems unconsciously to have held the 
theory that the principle on which Christ saved man was by 
going through all the trials of man^ overcoming them^ and 
leading men to the same victory. Justin does not state this 
theory positively^ but the reader will notice many passages 
which are in harmony with it. Thus he says, '^ We worship 
and love the Logos after God, since He became man on our 
account in order that, being partaker of our sufferings 
(ttqB&v), He might also effect a cure**.^^ Hence the frequent 
references to his true humanity : and so much is this the case 
that his intense sufferings at the close of his career are 
appealed to as proof that the Father wished Him to suffer 
reallyc. The same principle is applied to the explanation of 
his being bom through a virgin. For he says "that He 
became man through the virgin in order that in the very Wky 
in which the disobedience springing from the serpent had its 
beginning it also might have its dissolution^/' And perhaps 
it may be seen in the statement that though Christ was sin- 
less, yet He could not be saved without God ; and hence also 
those who are saved through Him are also said to be ^^ saved 
with Christ, who was well-pleasing to God®.'' The same 
principle may also be observed in those passages in which 
Christ is said to destroy death by his death. And in one 
passage he represents Christ as undergoing slavery even to 
death, and thus through the blood and the mystery of the 

• Dial c. Tryph. c. 88. •» ApoL ii. c. 13, p. 51 D. 

c Dial, c Tiyph. c. 103, p. 331 D. See the passage fully quoted, p. 33a. 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 100, p. 337 D. His explanation of Eve's virginity is de- 
pendent on all^^rical interpretation. 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 92, p. 320 G. Otto explains tirrd here, ' conjuncti cum 
Ghristo, aut ejus auxilio' — a meaning which it might well enough have. See 
also Thirlby's emendation of the passage. 
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cross gaining possession of those who keep his command- 
ments ^. 

The two phases of Christ^s suffering may thus be kept 
separate^ but we shall find that the objects of both are the 
same. Justin names two objects for the incarnation of 
Christ — ^the dissolution of demons and the destruction of 
death. In one place the object is stated to be in ^^ behalf of 
men who trust, and for the dissolution of demons? ; " but in 
general the two objects are stated together. Thus, " God 
through Him (Christ) destroys {KaraXiii) the serpent and 
those angels and men likened to him, and procures re- 
moval of death to those who turn from their sins and 
trust in Him^.^' The full import of the removal of death is 
more accurately given in another passage ; ^' He endured to 
be made flesh and to be bom through this virgin of the 
race of David, in order that through this dispensation the 
serpent, who acted wickedly at the beginning, and the angels 
who became like him, might be destroyed and death might be 
despised ; and that in the second appearance of Christ Himself 
it might cease completely from those who trust Him and live 
well-pleasing to Him ; for death will not exist any more after 
this, when the one class shall be sent to the judgment and 
condemnation of fire to be punished unceasingly, but the 
others shall live together in freedom from suffering, and cor- 
ruption, and grief, and death*.'' 

Justin speaks most frequently of the crucifixion of Christ, 
or death or blood, as producing effects or accomplishing 
objects. These are three : there is the purifying influence of 
the blood of Christ ; it dissolved the power of demons ; and it 
destroyed death. Justin says of the blood of Christ, '^ That 
Christ purifies through blood those who trust Him^.'' The 
same truth is involved in the passage, ^^We should give 
thanks to God for his having freed us from the wickedness in 
which we were, and for having made a complete dissolution of 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 134, p. 364 C. See the whole chapter. 

8 Apol. ii. c. 6, p. 45 A. h Dial. 0. Tryph. c. 100, p. 317 C. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 45, p. 264 A. k Apol. i. c. 32, p. 74 A. 
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the powers and authorities through Him who became capable 
of suffering according to God^s will'/^ And it is also involved 
in this passage^ ^^ Christ ransomed us when we had been sunk 
in heaviest sins which we commijbted, through his being 
crucified on the wood and purifying us through water, and 
He made us a house of prayer and worship™/' 

Sometimes the purifying influence of Christ's death is 
spoken of in a positive form, not merely as freeing from 
wickedness and ransoming those plunged in it, but as turning 
men to holiness. Thus, in explaining Deut. xxxiii. 17, he 
remarks, ^^ For being struck with horns, that is, pricked in 
heart, men of all the nations were turned through this 
mystery (the cross) to piety from the vain idols and demons, 
but the same sign is manifested to unbelievers for dissolution 
and condemnation"/' And again, in explaining the symbol 
of Amalek and Joshua, he remarks, ^^God makes it mani- 
fest that through Jesus, the crucified one, of all of whose 
deeds these symbols are pre-intimations, the demons were to 
be thoroughly destroyed and to fear his name, and that all 
principalities and kingdoms were in like manner to dread 
Him, and that those who trust Him from every race of men 
were to be shown to be pious and peaceful o/' 

With regard to Christ's death destroying the power of 
demons we have already quoted two passages, which are 
sufficient to show his opinion. 

On the subject of death Justin remarks, " Having become 
man through a virgin according to the will of the Father for 
the salvation of those who trust Him, He endured to be de- 
spised and to suffer, that having died and risen again He 
might conquer death P." And in the Dialogue with Trypho 
he remarks that ^^ the blood of Christ will rescue those who 
trust Him from deaths." 

Justin presents Christ in several aspects, which must be 
noticed before we conclude our exposition of his work on 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 41, p. 160 A. ™ Ibid. c. 86, p. 313 D. 

n Dial. c. Tryph. c. 91, p. 318 D. » Ibid. c. 131, p. 361 B. 

p Apol. i. c. 63, p. 96 D. <i Dial. c. Tryph. c. iii, p. 33^ C. 
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earth. We have already quoted a passage in which Justin 
represents Christ as ransoming men. The passage itself is 
sufficient to show that Justin meant nothing more by the 
term than that He freed or rescued them. And, indeed, 
Justin elsewhere applies the word to the Israelites when 
^^ ransomed from Egypt with a mighty arm'.^^ 

Christ is also spoken of as an offering and as sacrificed. 
Justin never hints a natural principle on which God appointed 
the regulations of offerings and sacrifice to the Jews. These 
regulations looked forward to the coming of Christ, and found 
their explanation in the facts of his case. As the blood of 
Christ was to cleanse from sin, so sacrifices were instituted to 
purify. Both had their foundation in God's will. This is 
not expressly stated in Justin, but it is fully implied. Thus 
Christ is spoken of as the paschal lamb, but the point of 
analogy chosen from the type is that ''those who trust in 
Him anoint their houses, that is, themselves, with his blood, 
according to the proportion of faith »/' Here plainly a moral 
result is intended. In another place Justin finds an analogy 
in the effect produced. As the blood of the paschal lamb 
saved those in Egypt, so also the blood of Christ would rescue 
from death those who trust*. The two goats used on the day 
of atonement are also quoted by Justin as iypes of two 
appearances of Christ". The one represented Christ as re- 
jected, the other intimated that He was ''an offering for all 
sinners who wished to change their minds and fast * '' a true 
fast, described by Isaiah, Iviii. 5-7. 

Of the offering of the fine flour he says that it was " a type 
of the bread of thanksgiving which Jesus Christ our Lord 
handed down to us to partake of, in remembrance of the 
suffering which He suffered for those men whose souls are 
purified from all iniquity y.'^ 

Besides these particular references to offerings and sacrifices, 

r Dial. c. Tryph. 0. 131, p. 360 D. • Ibid. c. 40, p. 259 A. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. 0. 1 1 1, p. 338 D. 

" See the notice of Barnabas in vol. i. p. 206. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 40, p. 259 C. 7 Ibid. c. 41, p. 260 A. 
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Justin makes one general reference thus : " Isaiah did not 
send you to the bath to wash away there your murder and 
other sins, for not even all the water of the sea would be 
sufficient to cleanse you ; but, according to reason, that bath 
of which He spoke even then was the saving one which 
belongs to those who change their minds and are no longer 
cleansed by blood of goats and sheep, or the ashes of a 
heifer, or the offerings of fine flour, but by faith through the 
blood of Christ and his death, who died for this purpose, 
as Isaiah himself said*/' And then he quotes the whole 
of Isaiah liii. Here Justin refers solely to the purifying 
influence of Christ's blood and death on individuals who 
believe. 

There remains still one other phase of Justin's doctrine 
with regard to Christ which has attracted considerable atten- 
tion, because some of his expressions resemble doctrines pre- 
valent in our time. Trypho brought against Jesus the objection 
that He died by a death cursed by the law. In the course 
of the explanations which Justin makes, the following sen- 
tence occurs : ^^ If, then, the Father of all wished his own 
Christ to take up the curses of all in behalf of all men of every 
race, knowing that He would raise Him up again after He 
had been crucified and died, why do you speak with regard 
to Him who endured to suffer these things according to the 
Father's will as if He were cursed, and not much more 
lament yourselves*?" Neander paraphrases this passage 
and its context thus : " The law pronounced a curse on all 
men, because no man could fulfil it in its whole extent. 
Christ, by bearing it for us, delivered us from this curse." 
And then he thinks ^' We may recognise the idea of a satis- 
faction rendered by Christ through suffering, lying as the 
basis, though not developed and maintained with clear con- 
sciousness." The process of thought which passed through 
Justin's mind, he fancies was this : The Son of God could 
not really be cursed. His curse was only apparent; the curse 
concerned mankind. To free mankind from it He took it 

« DiaL c. Tryph. c. 13, p. 229 D, a Tbid. c. 95, p. 323 D. 
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upon Himself**. Now, if this was Justin's process of thought, 
we must consider it as most illogical and unsatisfactory. 
According to this interpretation, Christ took upon him a 
curse, and yet was not cursed. He saved others &om the 
curse by being cursed in their stead ; and yet his curse was 
only apparent, not real. Surely the inference from such a 
mode of thinking would be, that Justin held the doctrine not 
of a real satisfaction but of an apparent satisfaction. Justin, 
however, is much more consistent with himself. The whole 
mistake depends on the meaning attached to rhs irdprcov Koripas 
ivabilourOcu. Neander supposes the words to mean that Christ 
took on Him the curses of all, and suffered the punishment 
implied in the curse. But Justin does not speak one word 
of suffering punishment. He is anxious to prove that Christ 
was not really accursed, that the curse was merely apparent, 
not real. He has already proved it in one way. Christ's 
death on the cross was exceptional. True it is that the law 
pronounces a curse on every one that hangs on a tree ; so did 
God in like manner pronoimce a sentence against those who 
should erect images. Yet God Himself set up the serpent in 
the wilderness, and was free &om guilt : and so in like 
manner God wished his Son to suffer and be crucified for 
man ; and, therefore, though in the law a curse lies against 
man, there is no curse of God lying on Him, for it is 
through Him that God saves all that do things worthy of 
the curse. 

Justin proceeds to give a second reason for believing that 
Christ was not cursed. He says, that according to the law 
of Moses all the race of men were under the curse. If God 
then wished Christ to undertake the case of the curses of all, 
how could Christ Himself be cursed ? If He Himself was 
appointed to be the means of removing the sins which brought 
on the curse, how is it possible to conceive that He Himself 
had been cursed by God ? This is imquestionably the reason- 
ing of Justin, and it is perfectly sound. ' He took up the 
curses' means and can mean nothing else than that He took 

^ Neander's Church History, vol. ii. p. 385 (Bohn's Transl.). 
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in hand the curses^ took up the case of the curses^ in behalf of 
men ; that is^ undertook to remove them from men. And^ in 
fact^ this is the proper meaning of ivat4(cuT6(u (suscipere). 

Justin adds a third argument^ that Christ was cursed 
indeed; that this cursing was foretold by God in the words 
'^ Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree/^ But then he 
. was cursed not by God, but by the Jews. The words pointed 
to the time when Christians should be cursed in the syna- 
gogues, and have the curse executed on them by Gentiles. 
''That which is written in the law,'' he says, 'Cursed is every 
one that hangs on wood,' strengthens our hope which hangs 
on the crucified Christ, not because God curses this crucified 
one, but because He foretold that which was to be done by 
you all and the like of you, who do not know that this was 
He who was before all, and an everlasting priest of God, and 
King, and Christ «." "Our sufiering and crucified Christ 
was not cursed by the law, but showed (in it) that He alone 
would save those who do not remove from his faith <^." 

We have now concluded the exposition of Justin's doctrine 
with regard to the incarnation and death of Christ. And our 
investigations confirm the assertion of Semisch, that " Justin 
was completely unacquainted with substitutionary satisfaction 
in its first and simplest rudiments." Christ rescued men 
from sin, by dying He destroyed the death inflicted on man 
for his disobedience, and He destroyed the power of those 
demons who had seduced and were seducing men from the 
right path. The incarnation of the Logos brought the 
whole Logos into communication with man. He made fiiUy 
known to them the whole will of the Father. He thus 
changed their minds, and by removing death and under- 
mining the demons. He destroyed all the great external ob- 
stacles to their holiness; so that it might well be said, 
"Through his blood men from all nations who were for- 
merly fornicators and unjust, are saved, receiving remission of 
sins and no longer sinning «." 

c Dial. c. Tryph. c. 96, p. 323 C. ^ Ibid. c. 1 1 1, p. 338 B. 

• Dial. c. Tryph. cm, p. 338 D. 
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Christie activity did not cease with his earthly career, but 
rather began then : for He had not completely overthrown 
the demons, and He had not brought men back to Grod. He 
had already acquired some through his blood; He was ''the 
beginning of a new race that was bom again by Him through 
water, faith, and wood '/^ He had now to gather all who 
should trust in Him, and therefore He had to receive power 
from the Father. This power is represented sometimes as 
a kingdom. " The prophetic Spirit through David pointed 
out that Christ would reign after being crucified 8.^' And so 
it came to pass. For '' Our Jesus Christ having been cru- 
cified, and having died, rose again, and reigned, ascending 
into heaven ; and in consequence of what was preached from 
Him through his apostles, in all nations. He is a delight of 
those that expect the incorruption promised by Him ^" 
Christ was thus '' thought worthy to be King of the whole 
earth '\'' and '' to be lord of all ^/' 

Clirist uses his kingly power for two great purposes — ^the 
utter destruction of the demons who seduce men to wicked- 
ness, and the dispensation of spiritual blessings to those who 
trust Him. 

We have seen already that the great object of the incar- 
nation was the destruction of demons and earthly powers. 
They knew this and were afraid of his coming 1. They ac- 
knowledged his power in abandoning the Magi, and '' there 
was a secret power of God present with the crucified Christ, 
for the demons, and all principalities, and authorities of 
earth tremble at Him™.^' After his ascension they were 
subjected to Him, and He was to reign until He should com- 
pletely subdue them. Justin, in speaking of the prophecies 
made through David, says that the prophetic Spirit points 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 138, p. 367 D. 

8 Apol. i. c. 41, p. 79 E. h Ibid. c. 42, p. 80 C. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 74, p. 300 A. k Ibid. c. 76, p. 30a A. 

I Dial. c. Tryph. c. in, p. 338 B: irao-a i^pxh- See note of Maranus, who 
takes this as includiDg ' earthly powers.^ 
™ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 49, p. 269 C. 
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out ^'that God calls Him (Christ) Son, and has promised 
to subject all his enemies to Him; and how the demons, as 
far as is in their power, try to avoid the authority of the 
Father of all, and Lord God, and that of Christ Himself"/^ 
Justin refers a^in to the iioth Psalm as speaking of the 
'^ Father leading Christ up from the earth and setting Him on 
his right hand, until He should place his enemies the footstool 
of his feet/^ And he adds, " This is taking place ever since 
our Lord Jesus Christ was received up into heaven after 
rising from the dead^/^ 

Christ exhibits his power over demons in two aspects. 
He enables those who trust in Him to drive them out of 
men. Justin appeals especially to exorcisms of evil spirits 
by the name of Christ, in cases where a cure could be 
effected in no other way P. And he regards such facts as 
making it ^^ evident that his Father had given Him so great 
power, that even the demons are subjected to his name and 
to the dispensation of his suffering that has taken place ^" 

The other aspect of Christ^s power over demons is presented 
in the context of the passages last quoted: ^^ We entreat God,^^ 
he says, ^^to be preserved through Jesus Christ from the 
demons who are averse (AAAoTpta) to the piety of God, but 
whom we formerly worshipped; that after turning to God 
through Him, we may be blameless; for we call Him our 
Helper and Bansomer, at the strength of whose name even 
the demons tremble '.^^ 

The present activity of Christ is seen also in his distri- 
bution of spiritual gifts. He is still the Logos. '^ I assert,^' 
says Justin, ''that He came to be bom man through the 
Virgin Mary, and exists for ever." And he adds, as if 
stating his special work, '' For this is He from whose time, 
and through whom, the Father is to renew the heaven and 
the earth. IJe is the person who is to shine an eternal light 

° Apol. i. c. 40, p. 79 A. 

<» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 32, p. 849 E. See also ApoL i. c. 45, p. 82 D. 

p Apol. ii.c. 6, p. 45 A ; Dial. c. Tryph. c. 76, p. 302 A ; c. 85, p. 311 B. 

q Dial. c. Tryph. c. 30, p. 247 C. ' Ibid. c. 30, p. 247 C. 
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in Jerusalem. This is He who is king of Salem^ and tk 
eternal priest of the Most High, according to the order of 
Melchisedek *" And he goes on to show that it is He that 
performs the spiritual circumcision of the heart. 

Christ is thus ever present with his people. He dwells as 
the Logos in those who trust Him ^ In " those who have 
received forgiveness of sins through Him, He is present 
potentially {hvvini^C) always, and He will be present manifestly 
in his second appearance".'' It was power sent down bv 
Him from heaven after his ascension that enabled the apostles 
to perform their mission to all nations^. And He dispenses 
the various gifts which Christians possess. The whole powers 
of the Spirit are inclosed in Him, as we have shown in dis- 
cussing Dial. c. Tryph. c. 87. The gifts which He dis- 
penses are named : " a spirit of understanding ; of counsel ; 
of strength; of healing; of foreknowledge; of teaching; 
of the fear of God*.'' He also dispenses grace, which 
strips off sin x. 

Christians dedicate themselves to God through Christ, and 
hope and trust in Him. 

There are two aspects of Christ's present activity which 
deserve special notice here, though they are also exhibited in 
his earthly work : — He is called lawgiver or law and priest. 

He is called the ^'new lawgiver 2," to contrast not so much 
with the giver of the Mosaic law, as with its requirements. 
For Justin speaks more explicitly of Christ ^^ as an eternal 
law and new covenant," foretold as ^' about to come to the 
whole world." ^^ And we," he adds, " who have approached 
to God through Him have received not this fleshly circiun- 
cision, but the spiritual one which Enoch and men like him 
observed »." Justin expressly contrasts the exclusiveness of 
the old law with the universality of the new law. '^For 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 113, p. 340 D : &4>* oS, ' from whom/ means, I agree with 
Otto in thinking, from the time of Christ's incarnation. 

• Apol. i. c. 32, p. 74 B. * Dial. c. Tryph. c. 54, p. 273 D. 
" Apol. i. c. 50, p. 86 B. « Dial. c. Tryph. c. 39, p. 258 A. 

y Dial. 0. Tryph. c. 1 16, p. 343 D. ■ Ibid. c. 18, p. 236 A; c. 14, p, 231 E. 

• Dial c. Tiyph. c. 43, p. 261 G. 
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the law given in Horeb is now old and belongs to you 
(the Jews) only, but this to all, without exception: but a 
law passed in opposition to another law annuls the law first 
given, and a covenant afterwards established in like manner 
destoys the first. Christ was given to us an eternal and a 
final law and faithful covenant ; after which there is no law, 
no injunction, no commandment ^.^^ Justin finds a sign of the 
activity of this law and covenant in the turning of men to 
God. ^^ We see,'^ he says, " and are persuaded that through 
the name of this very crucified Christ men come to God from 
idols, and other wickedness, and enduring even to death 
stand steadfast in their confession and piety, and from the 
deeds and the power that accompanied them it is possible 
for all to understand that He is the new law and the new 
covenant, and the expectation of those who, out of all na- 
tions, wait for the blessings of God^/^ Through the calling 
of the new and eternal covenant — ^that is, Christ — Christians 
are made intelligent and pious ^. 

Justin calls Christ eternal priest of God, or high priest; 
sometimes referring to his being a priest afber the order of 
Melchisedek, as we have seen already®. Justin does not 
mention any work peculiar to Christ as high priest. He 
mentions, however, two points of resemblance. As Melchi- 
zedek blessed, so did Christ. '^ God pointed out his eternal 
priest as about to be the priest of those who were imcircum- 
cised ; and those who come to Him in circimicision, that is, 
those who trust Him and seek blessings from Him, even these 
He will welcome and bless ^" 

The other resemblance is in the high priest having twelve 
bells attached to his robe, which Justin thinks referred to 
the ^^ twelve apostles who were dependent on the power of 
the eternal priest Christ, and through whose voice the whole 
earth was filled with the glory and grace of God and his 
Christ ».'' 

*» DiaL c. Tryph. c. ii, p. 218 B. « Ibid. D. * Ibid. c. 118, p. 346 B. 
• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 19, p.a36E ; c. 113, p.341-^ *. c.33, P.250E; c.96, p. 323C. 
' Dial. c. Tiyph. c. 33, p. 251 A. 8 Ibid. c. 4a, p. 260 C. 
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We have no more exact allusion to Christ^s priestly work. 
But in a passage which mentions his priesthood with his 
Sonship, and also with his kingly power, Justin alludes to 
the offerings of Christians being presented through Him. 
*' For the Christ/' he says, '^ is an especial priest, and an 
eternal king, as being God's Son, and do not imagine that 
Isaiah or the other proj)hets speak of sacrifices of blood or 
libations as being offered on the altar in his second coming, 
but of real and spiritual praises and thanksgivings ^" 

The second coming of Christ occupies a prominent place in 
the doctrines of Justin. It served to explain very many 
passages of the Old Testament, and it was the consummation 
of the work of Christ. Justin believed that after Christ 
had remained in heaven for a certain time he would descend 
to earth in glory i, on the clouds^, accompanied hj angels; 
that then He would completely destroy the demons and 
earthly powers, and give his followers an eternal possession 
of the earth. 

These portions of Justin's doctrine will be more fiilly 
brought out in those passages which we adduce to ex- 
hibit Justin's peculiar opinions. He believed that Christ 
would appear in Jerusalem itself. Justin appealed for this 
belief to the words of Christ Himself, '^that it behoved 
Him to suffer many things from the Scribes and Pharisees, 
and to be crucified, and on the third day to rise again, 
and again to be present in Jerusalem, and then to drink 
again and eat with his disciples *." Justin does not say 
whether he regarded these latter words as literal or meta- 
phorical ; but his whole doctrine on this subject scarcely 
permits us to doubt that he took them literally. He re- 
marks, in speaking of one of the two goats being indicative 
of the second coming, " that in the same place of Jerusalem 
ye will know Him that was dishonoured by you ^ ;" and 

h Dial. c. Tryph. c. ii8, p. 346 B. 

* Apol. i. c. 32, p. 73 D ; Dial. c. Tryph. c. 52, p. 272 C ; c. 49, p. 268 C. 
k Dial. c. Tryph. c. 31, p. 247 D. • Ibid. c. 51, p. 271 A. 

™ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 40, p. 259 C. 
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he seems to appeal in confirmation to the circumstance that 
this goat could be offered nowhere but in Jerusalem. Again, 
quoting Isaiah Ixvi. 5-1 1, he remarks that in the words is 
^' the mystery of the second birth (r^y itiXiv yci/cVccos) of 
us, and of all, without exception, who expect that Christ 
will appear in Jerusalem, and try through deeds to be pleas- 
ingp to Him°.^' And Justin says elsewhere, "God has pre- 
pared a rest in Jerusalem for the people that obey Him " /' 
words which might have a figurative meaning, but it is far 
from likely that Justin understood them in any but an 
earthly sense. 

There has been considerable discussion about the time at 
which Justin thought Christ would appear. The passages 
which will be adduced seem to me to show that Justin 
had no fixed time in his mind, that he believed that Christ 
might come at any time, that he was inclined to think He 
would come soon, but that he could not state anything 
definitely. He tells Trypho that ^^ A short time still re- 
mains to you of approaching Him (TrpooTyXi^o-ccas) ; if Christ 
comes first, in vain shall ye change your minds, in vain 
shall ye weep, for He will not listen to youP.^^ He informs 
us that Christ ^' will appear in glory from the heavens when 
the man of rebellion (6 t?}s aTroorao-^as SLvOpdnnos) , who speaks 
strange things even against the Most High, has dared on 
the earth his iniquities against us Christians'.^' He men- 
tions this man as " being already at the door/' He re- 
jects the Jewish interpretation of a ^'time, times, and a 
half/' which made a time a hundred years, apparently as 
if it were ridiculous that ' the man of iniquity' should reign 
so long j but he gives no interpretation of his own. 

The next. point to which we draw attention is a very 
important one. Justin in very many passages connects the 
coming of Christ with his raising the dead and judging 
all men; and sometimes these events are so connected that 
we cannot help inferring that Justin regarded the two latter 

n Dial. c. Tryph. c. 85, p. 312 B. « Ibid. c. 138, p. 368 A. 

P Dial. c. Txyph. c. 28, p. 245 C. *« Ibid. c. no, p. 336 D. 

VOL. II. « 
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as immediately eonstHjuent on the former. Thus : " For the 
prophets proclaimed beforehand his two appearances ; one 
which has already taken place, in which He appeared as 
a man dishonoured and suffering ; but the second, when, it 
has been proclaimed, He shall be present in glory from 
heaven, with his angelic host, when He shall also raise 
the bodies of all men that have existed, and He shall 
clothe the bodies of those who are worthy with incorrup- 
tion, but He shall send the bodies of the unjust with eternal 
sensibility along with wicked demons into the eternal fire^/' 
Again, it is said, " Some of the words refer to his second 
coming, when He shall be present in glory on the clouds, 
and your people (the Jews) shall see and recognise Him 
whom they pierced^/' Here the resurrection of the Jewish 
people on the coming of Christ seems plainly to be implied, 
though the connexion is not so close as in the last ex- 
tract. Again, Justin urges the Jews to turn from their 
foolish ways, that " trusting on Him ye may be saved in 
his second and glorious appearance, and may not be con- 
demned to the fire by Him*.^' Again, Justin says that 
the nilers of the earth will not cease, under the influence 
of the serpent, to persecute those who confess the name of 
Christ, "until He appear again and destroy all (the princes), 
and distribute to each one according to his merits"/^ Again, 
Justin refers, in a passage already quoted, to the second 
coming as the time when death shall not exist and judg- 
ment shall take place ^. Again, in chapter 49 y, Justin con- 
trasts the two appearances, and describes the second as ^^that 
in which He will come in glory and as Judge of all /' and 
adds, "Shall we not understand that the word of God has 
proclaimed that Elijah will be the forerunner of the terrible 
and great day, that is, of his second appearance ?^^ Here, as 

' Apol. i. c. 52, p. 87 A. " Dial. c. Tryph. c. 14, p. 232 D. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 35, p. 254 C. See also c. 36, where Justin gives Trypho's 
interpretation of his words. 

" Dial, c. Tryph. c. 39, p. 258 C. 

» Ibid. c. 45, p. 264 B. > p. 268 B. 
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plain as words can say, it is said that the second appear- 
ance is the great and terrible day. Again, in chapter 121 '^^ 
he contrasts the first appearance with the second. We have 
already quoted that which describes the first; that which 
refers to the second is in the form of a question : ^' Will 
He not/^ he asks, "in his glorious appearance, destroy all 
who hate Him, and those who unjustly revolt from Him, 
but refresh his own, giving them all the things they ex- 
pect ?^^ And again, in chapter 139*, part of which has also 
been quoted already, "Christ came calling men to a living 
together, which is to be of all the holy in the same land 
of which, as has been shown already. He has promised 
the possession **. Whence men from all parts, whether slave 
or free, trusting in Christ, and knowing the truth that is 
in his and his prophets' words, know that they will be with 
Him in that land, and will inherit what is eternal and in- 
corruptible.'^ 

The doctrine of Justin on this point is precise and in- 
telligible. None of the Christians hitherto imagined that 
Christians went to heaven after death. Heaven was the 
peculiar habitation of God; they assigned some indefinite 
place to dead Christians, and they all looked forward to a 
complete renovation of the earth, which, as we have seen 
already, had commenced with the incarnation of Christ, and 
which, as we shall see afterwards, was to be completed at 
the judgment. Justin was therefore consistent in looking 
to earth as the final habitation of the blessed. And we 
need not wonder that he should regard the judgment as 
taking place on earth, and the Jews there actually seeing 
Him whom they had pierced on the very spot where they 
had pierced Him. But Justin is totally inconsistent with 

z p. 350 B. a p. 369 A. 

^ I have taken the liberty to translate an emendation rather than the text, 
which seems to me not to give good sense. Some word the editors feel is 
omitted. Otto supposes a Kaf, but &ncies Justin may have omitted it in- 
tentionally. I have inserted ^s before &s, as being a likely omission, and 
as giving to the whole sentence a better sense. 
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himself c, when in chapters 80 and 81 he mentions with appro- 
bation the opinion that Christ was to appear in Jerusalem, 
and niisc only the saints; that they were to be a thousand 
years with Ilim, and that after that He was to raise the 
wicked. In fact, Justin's millennium is rather an absurdity ; 
for the saints are actually to enjoy in the millennium nothing 
more nor less than what they are to enjoy for ever. The 
millennium differs in no respect from the subsequent period, 
except in this, that the wicked would be in their graves 
instead of having received sentence of condemnation. The 
very mode in which Justin introduces his opinion with re- 
gard to the millennium is peculiar; for he does not do it 
exactly in his own words, but only in the words of the apostle 
John, without an explanation of what he thought the mean- 
ing of these words, without attempting to reconcile them 
with his own opinions. Trypho puts the following question 
\a) Justin : '^ Tell me, do you confess that this place, Jeru- 
salem, will be really rebuilt, and do you expect that your 
people will be collected and made glad with Christ, along 
with the patriarchs and the prophets, and the holy^ of our 
race, or of those who were proselytes before your Christ 
came; or have you been moved to confess these things 
that you may seem to get the better of us in the discus- 
sions ?'' Justin replies, ^^ I am not such a wretch, Trypho, 
as to speak differently from what I think. I have then 
confessed to you already that I and many others think these 
things, as ye also fully know that it will happen.'^ Editors 
have been at a loss to discover where Justin mentioned this. 
But there is really no difficulty. Justin mentions the salvation 
of just Jews in chapter 45, and he had already mentioned 
that Christ would appear in Jerusalem in chapters 41 and 51. 

« Prudentius Maranus notices this : ** Illud autem maxime observandum 
esse Justinum, etsi mille annos interponit inter secundum Christi adventum 
et extremum judicium, sic tamen loqui solere quasi nihil intervalli inter 
utrumque eventum intercedat." p. Ivi. Praef. 

<* The Greek here has ro7s i.tr6, * of those from,* which gives the sense that 
all the Jews were to be saved. I have changed the i.xh into 07(011. 
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He did not, indeed, mention the rebuilding of Jerusalem, but 
Justin, as he does frequently, replies to the main question of 
Trypho. Justin goes on : '^ But I have pointed out to you 
that many even of those who belong to the pure and pious 
opinion of Christians do not know this/^ Very many scholars 
have changed t&v rijs KaOapas Koi €v(r€povs into t&v ixri KaOapas, 
and I agree with them ; for the opinion just adduced is one 
in which the whole Church shared. All expected Christ 
to appear on earth, to raise his saints, to grant them the 
possession of the earth, and to bless them with uninter- 
rupted happiness. They may not have had such a definite 
opinion with regard to the rebuilding of Jerusalem, but 
there is nothing in any contemporary or previous writer to 
show that they had not even this opinion ; and that Justin 
refers to heretics in this clause the subsequent sentences 
prove. In explanation, he adds that many are called Chris- 
tians who are not, ^^ who say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead, but that souls when they die are taken up into 
heaven.'' Hitherto there is not a word about the millennixmi. 
The first announcement of it occurs towards the end of the 
chapter: '^I" he says, "and all who are Christians in all 
respects right-minded know that there will be a resurrection 
of the flesh even for a thousand years in Jerusalem, built and 
adorned and broadened, as the prophets Ezekiel, Isaiah, and 
the others confess." Some have supposed that the Christians 
who are in all respects right-minded {SpOoyvdtwves Kara irivra) 
are those who agree with Justin; the Christians who do not 
agree are not opOoyvdiwves Kara itivra. But we have already 
seen that Christians did agree in the main opinion of Justin ; 
and Justin expressly contrasts the SpOoyvdfWvcs with the 
heretics mentioned in the preceding sentence. Justin goes 
on to prove his assertion from Isaiah Ixv. 17-25, laying 
especial stress on the words, " According to the days of the 
tree of life shall the days of my people be ; '' which he thinks 
secretly conveys an intimation of the thousand years. For 
God told Adam that on the day on which he ate of the tree 
he would die. But he did not die on fkat day, God's day. 
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however, is sw a thousand years. And Adam did die within 
tlie thousand vears, and so the davs of the tree are a thou- 
sand years. Then Justin adds, "And after that a man 
among us of the name of John, one of the ai>ostles of Christ, 
in a revelation whieh he had, prophesied that those who 
trusted our Christ would spend a thousand years in Jeru- 
salem, and after that the universal and, to speak concisely, 
the eternal resurrection at the same time with one accord of 
all and the judgment would take place. Which also our 
Lord said, ^ Neither shall they marr}- nor be given in 
marriage, but they shall be like the angels, the children of 
God belonging to the resurrection.' " Tliis last extract is the 
only passage which gives us information that Justin knew of 
two resurrections. He does not say that he agreed with the 
opinion, but he could scarcely help giving his assent to an 
apostle. Some have fancied that they find in chapter 113 a 
trace ol the two resurrections, for there the expression occurs 
the ^ holy resurrection.' But little stress can be laid on this, 
for of itself it tells almost nothing. Besides, the early writers, 
as we have seen, were accustomed to speak more frequently 
of the resurrection of the holy without mention of that of the 
wicked. And in the passage alluded to Justin is speaking 
only of the holy. 

How are we to account for the sentiments of these two 
chapters ? One might propose many hypotheses ; but there 
seem to me to be but two feasible ones : either that the pas- 
sage is much corrupted and interpolated, or that Justin's 
general views lay in a direction considerably diflPerent from 
those advocated in these chapters, but that when he came to 
speak of this particular opinion he did not reject it. It did 
not, as it were, enter deeply into his mind. He did not see 
its inconsistency with his usual modes of expression. In fact, 
it did not occupy a prominent position in his thoughts, but 
still it was part of his opinions ^ 

' Maranus accounts for it thus : " Antequam hanc de regno mille annomm 
d6ctrinam adoptaret, ita loqui asttueverat, nee eum nova opinio a consuetudine 
communis sermonis abstraxit." p. Ivi. 
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There is some reason for adopting the first alternative. 
The first sentence in which mention is made of the thousand 
years is plainly faulty ; for what can be the meaning ^' of a 
resurrection of the flesh for a thousand years in Jerusalem ?'' 
^And notice, too, that it is not a resurrection of saints, but 
simply of flesh. Then the proof is wretched, though this 
would scarcely be evidence against its being Justin^s, but 
rather the contrary. And then, in the passage relating to 
John, there is the peculiar expression Troteti; ft-rj, and the 
extraordinary and unparalleled description of the resurrection, 
a universal {KaOo\{,K7]v) and eternal {al<tivlav) resuiTeetion and 
judgment of all with one accord at one time {oyLoOvyLobhv &ixa 
TrdvTOiv), Then the chapters occur where we should have 
expected some intimation of the second day^s conference, so 
that it might not be improbable that some one had very 
much shortened the Dialogue here and introduced some of 
his own matter. 

The other alternative, however, is not without its reasons. 
There is nothing in the manuscripts to intimate anything 
\vrong. There is nothing in the passage that shows con- 
clusively that we have not Justin^s opinions before us ; and 
we have no reason to suppose that Justin was not sometimes 
inconsistent with himself. 

Some have accused Justin of " maintaining that the saints 
will pass the millennium in the enjoyment of sensual plea- 
sures.'' How far the accusation is true our readers can 
judge for themselves, for they have the whole evidence before 
them. They were to eat and drink with Christ; they were 
to be free from all pain; they were to be blessed with all 
joys ; but there is not one syllable to intimate a single enjoy- 
ment that was not consistent with the utmost holiness. And^ 
indeed, the glory of the state was that Christ was to be the 
eternal light shining in Jerusalem ; that He was to be king 
and priest there ; that they were to offer up spiritual praises 
and thanksgivings, and to be entirely free from sin. 

We have only one point more to allude to with regard to 
Christ. He is to be Judge of all. Some of the passages 
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quoted already prove this. Others mention this by itself: 
He '' was crucified, rose again, ascended into the heavens, and 
will be present again as Judge of all men without exception 
even up to Adam 5.^^ Christ is the instrument of God in this 
judgment : " God the Father of all is to make this judgment 
through my Lord Jesus Christ*^/' 

IIol^ Sjnrit, — Justin did not speculate at all on the doctrine 
of the Holy Spirit, and accordingly his works are peculiarly 
free of any assertions that might enable us to place his opi- 
nions in comparison with those of modern writers. It is 
essentially necessary in reading him to remember the exact 
meaning of TircO/uta, ^ breath^ or ^ spirit,^ ^that which is 
breathed from some one or other,' or ^breathed into/ And 
perhaps it may not be unimportant to remark that neither 
Jews nor heathens could have found difficulty with what 
Justin says of the Spirit. Some have supposed that Justin 
held back explicit explanations of this doctrine ^, because it 
was so new, and would place formidable obstacles in the way 
of both Jew and Gentile. But if this doctrine was calculated 
to create doubt in the minds of many, would not Justin for 
this very reason have felt himself bound to explain it ? 

There is a very remarkable difference between the teaching 
of the Apology and that of the Dialogue with Trypho in respect 
to the Spirit. This difference concerns the place which the 
Spirit has in worship. The Apology distinctly asserts that 
the Spirit is to be worshipped; the Dialogue as distinctly 
asserts that God has given his glory only to Christ, that 
only God and Christ are to be worshipped, that no being 
deserves to be worshipped but God and Christ. There is 
a very striking passage in Dial. c. Tryph. c. 56, p. 277 C, in 
which the Spirit Himself acknowledges that only the Father 
and the Son have the names of God and Lord. Justin 
wishes to shut up Trypho in a dilemma. One of the angels 
that appeared to Abraham is called Lord and God. Justin 

K Dial. c. Tryph. c. 132, p. 362 A ; Apol. i. c. 53, p. 88 A ; Dial. c. Tryph. 
c. 1 18, p. 346 A. 

l» Dial. c. Tryph. c 58, p. 280 B. * Semisch, ii. 216, note. 
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wishes to show that the angel is the Son, and does so by 
showing that He is not the Father. He therefore puts this 
question to Trjrpho : " If ye say that the Holy Spirit calls 
God and Lord (0€o\oy€tv koX KupioAoycii/) any other than the 
Father of all and his Christ, answer me/^ The whole of the 
subsequent proof depends on the negative answer which is 
implied in Trypho'^s tacit admission. Besides this, there is 
scarcely one single expression in the whole of the Dialogue 
with Trypho from which one could absolutely conclude that 
he believed in the personality of the Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit^s chief work, both in the Dialogue and the Apology, 
is the inspiration of the prophets. Whatever the prophets 
said the Holy Spirit said, and all the language which is 
applicable to them is applicable also to the Spirit. Thus, if 
a prophet urges to repentance, Justin would think himself 
entitled to say, '^The prophetic Spirit urges to repentance.'' 
And one might be apt to conclude from such expressions 
that Justin regarded the Spirit as a person. But passages 
of a similar nature show how fallacious such an inference 
would be, for we have expressions like these : " the prophetic 
word points out^/' "the words proclaim^/' "the word of pro- 
phecy says™/' " the word of prophecy orders through David;" 
"the word of David proved";" '^ the word of God, explaining 
through Moses the things relating to Jacob, speaks thus®;" 
'^ the Scripture, explaining to us, thus spoke p." There is only 
one passage in the Dialogue which at first sight appears con- 
clusive against the impersonality of the Spirit. The words 
run thus : " And the Holy Spirit answers them either in the 
person of the Father or in his own^." One naturally supposes 
that "his own person" is the person of the Spirit; but a 
little consideration renders such an interpretation extremely 
doubtful. Justin is explaining the twenty-fourth Psalm. 
The rulers in heaven see Christ coming up disfigm'ed and 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 56, p. 275 D ; c. 129, p. 358 D. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 63, p. 287 B. «" Ibid. c. 30, p. 247 B. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 85, p. 311 C. " Ibid. c. 58, p. 280 C. 

p Dial. c. Tryph. c. 135, p. 365 A. •» Ibid. c. 36, p. 255 C. 
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dishonoured, and ask, "Who is this Ring of glory ?^' Justin 
then explains the answer given in the Psalm. The Holy 
Spirit, he maintains, puts an answer into the mouth of God 
or into his own : '' The Lord of hosts, this is the King of 
glory/' Now, according to this interpretation, Justin sup- 
poses the Holy Spirit to come forth in heaven and explain 
that Christ is the Lord of hosts, the King of glory. It 
seems to me much more natural to supjwse that Justin meant 
hy ' his own,' not the Spirit's but Christ's own. Christ Him- 
self answers the question, '^ This is the King of glory." And 
besides, the introduction of a third person alongside of the 
Father and Son is completely foreign to the Dialogue with 
Trypho, so much so that in explaining the words " Let us 
make man," Justin speaks of the Father and Son as being 
tlie only beings there. We do not think it fair to infer from 
this that Justin, when he wrote the Dialogue with Trypho, 
did not believe in the personality of the Spirit. Indeed, 
though there are no decisive passages, the many expressions 
indicative of personality render the probability of his holding 
to the personality of the Holy Spirit very great. But there 
is, in addition to this, the consideration how uniformly the 
ancient writers hypostatize the Spirit or spiiits, as we have 
already seen most prominently in the Pastor of Hermas, and 
there is the fact that Justin unquestionably speaks of the 
Spirit as a person in the Apologies. 

Some, indeed, have thought that in the Apology Justin iden- 
tifies the Spirit with the Logos. Christ is there said, as we 
have seen already, to foretell events through the prophets, and 
the exact words are used in reference to both — that the prophets 
are God-borne (inspired) by the divine Logos and by the pro- 
phetic Spirit'. There is unquestionably here an identification 
of functions, but not of personalities. But this identification 
of functions is explicable on the supposition that the Spirit is 
under the control of Christ, and that in prophesying He but 
gives forth what Christ commissions Him to give, just as the 

' Apol. i. c. 35, p. 7 6 A. — @(o<f>opo6iJi€vos rt^ ■nvi^fian xv ^po<f>r)'Tfjc^. 
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same work is frequently attributed in the same words to God 
and Christ. Justin, indeed, nowhere gives exact expression to 
this doctrine in relation to prophecy, but the doctrine was a 
common one in the Church, and there can be no doubt that 
Justin did believe that the Spirit was under Christ^s control. 
Appeal, indeed, might be made to the passage where the gifts 
erf the Spirit are said to rest on Christ, as proof that Justin 
regarded the Spirit as under the control of Christ only after 
the incarnation. But the passage is not definite enough to 
forbid the supposition that Justin may have believed in a 
previous activity of the Son through the Spirit, and, as we 
shall see, there are not wanting traces of such a belief. 

The other passage adduced to prove the identity of the 
Logos and the Spirit proves no such thing. It has been 
quoted already : '^ It is not lawful, therefore, to understand by 
the Spirit and power which proceeds from God anything else 
than the Logos who is God^s first-begotten s/^ Justin here 
maintains that the words ' spirit of God^ and ' power of God,' 
mentioned in the first chapter of Luke as the cause of Mary's 
conception, can refer only to the Logos. He here simply 
gives an explanation of the word nv^vyia and applies it to the 
Logos. If he had imagined that any one would have drawn 
the inference that the Logos and prophetic Spirit were one 
individuality, he could have said, " irvevf^a here does not 
mean the prophetic Spirit, but the Logos.'' The Logos was 
unquestionably a itvtvyLa or 'spirit ;' but his spirituality cannot 
in the slightest degree aflRect the personality of the prophetic 
Spirit. 

Justin adheres to the traditional notion and uses the tradi- 
tional language in regard to the Spirit. He is perplexed by 
no difficulties in regard to Him, and he evidently expects his 
readers to rest content with his simple statements. He never 
gives one hint as to the origin of the Spirit. He does not 
speak of Him as an offspring, nor as an emanation. He does 
not puzzle himself in the slightest degree with regard to the 

» Apol. i. c. 33, p. 75 C. 
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metaphysical relation between the being of the Spirit and the 
being of God. Moreover, there is a want, if I may so speak, 
of a full development of the results of personality in the ease of 
the Spirit. Justin speaks of Him only in connexion with his 
two functions of prophetic inspiration and the bestowing of 
gifts. There is a marked exception to this in the larger 
Apology, w^here He is spoken of as being worshipped, and 
is coupled with the Son. Nowhere, however, is He called 
God. 

We proceed now to an exact inquiry into what Justin 
thought with regard to the Spirit. We shall notice first 
what he says with regard to the Spirit in those relations 
which indicate his personality. We shall then examine 
those passages in which the impersonality of the Spirit is 
implied. 

In the Apology the name of the Spirit is several times 
joined with those of the Father and Son, and He is spoken 
of as worshipped and honoured. Thus, ^^ We reverence and 
worship Him (the Father of all), and the Son that came from 
Him and taught us these things, and the host of the other 
good angels that follow and are likened to Him, and the 
prophetic Spirit ^.'^ He defines more exactly the place of the 
Spirit : '^ Holding,^' he says, " the Son in the second place, 
we honour Him, and with reason we honour the prophetic 
Spirit in the third place {iv rpCrrj rdfci").^' And he thinks 
this doctrine of the third position being assigned to the 
Spirit was borrowed by Plato from Moses's mention of the 
Spirit moving on the waters 'f. The conjunction of the three 
occurs in the baptismal formula adduced by Justin : '* In the 
name of the Father of all and Lord God, and of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and a Holy Spirit y.^' The formula is repeated 
in the same chapter, and the mention of the Spirit is ex- 
plained by a relative clause : '^ And in the name of a Holy 
Spirit who through the prophets proclaimed beforehand all 



* Apol. i. c. 6, p. 56 C. " Ibid. c. 13, p. 60 E. 

" Apol. i. c. 60, p. 93 B. y Ibid. c. 61, p. 94 A. 
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that related to Jesus'/' Mention is also made of the three 
in the description of the Thanksgiving (the Eucharist) : 
'' The president sends up praise and glory to the Father of 
all through the name of the Son and of the Holy Spirit «/' 
And also in all their meals they blessed '^the Maker of 
all through his Son Jesus Christ and through the Holy 
Spiritb/' 

Justin nowhere says a word with regard to the nature of 
the Spirit. He gives us positive assurance of his complete 
subordination to the Father, but even here his language is 
not precise. This subordination has already been pointed out 
in those passages which speak of the prophetic Spirit as being 
in the third rank, or in those which represent thanks as being 
rendered to God through Christ and the Holy Spirit. It is 
seen also in those passages where the Holy Spirit is spoken of 
as an instrument of God. '^ God by means of the prophetic 
Spirit pointed out these things as about to take place ^," It 
is also implied in those passages where the prophetic gift is 
spoken of as completely under the control of God^. Thus, in 
Apol. i. c. 60, p. 93 A, Moses is said to act ^'according to 
the inspiration and energy which was from God.'' 

There is still farther indication of the subordination of the 
Spirit in the name, ' the Spirit of God,' which Justin applies 
to the prophetic or Holy Spirit. One might, indeed, hesitate 
to identify the Spirit of God with the Holy Spirit at first ; 
for in the four passages in which it occurs, two refer to the 
spirit that moved on the waters «, one to a spirit in Elias*^, 
and one to the spirit which gives the gifts in the period after 
Christ's ascension f?. Yet, as Justin uses the corresponding 

■ Apol. i. c. 61, P.94E. I lay no stresa on the omission of the article in 
these passages, but translate merely that the reader may know the article 
is omitted. 

• Apol. i. c. 65, p. 97 D. 

*» Apol. i. c. 67, p. 98 C. 

c ApoL i. c. 33, p. 74 E ; c. 44, p. 82 B ; Dial. c. Tryph. c. 84, p. 310 B. 

** Dial. 0. Tryph. c. 87, p. 314 D. 

® Apol. i. c. 60, p. 93 B ; c. 64, p. 97 A. 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 49, p. 268 C. k Ibid. c. 88, p. 315 B. 
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phrase, the 'Divine Spirit/ in reference to prophecies*^, we 
cannot doiil^t that lie tlioug-ht only of one Spirit in the two 
names. Besides this, Justin expressly calls the prophetic 
Spirit ''the prophetic Spirit of GodV' so that we cannot doubt 
that he believed the prophetic Spirit to belong to God and 
to be under his control. 

The subordination of the prophetic Spirit to Christ is not 
so distinctly implied. His inferiority is to be inferred from 
his being in the third place, while Christ is in the second. 
Some have also found in the expression applied to Christ, 
TTp<aTov y4vtnjfxa tov S^ovy 'the first offspring of God,' the 
doctrine that the Spirit was the second. But such inferences 
are totally unwarranted ; for we have not the slightest indica- 
tion that Justin ever thought of the origination of the Spirit. 
He was the ' breath of God ; ' how could He be either begot- 
ten or created ? Far more satisfactory is the passage in 
which the gifts of the Spirit are spoken of as under the con- 
trol of Christ. The powers of the Spirit rested on Him, and 
He gave them as gifts to those who trusted in Him^. When, 
also, it is said that Joshua derived strength from Christ's 
spirit in making* the sun stand still, we have an express 
testimony to Christ's right over the Spirit. But it might be 
questioned whether Justin would there identify the spirit of 
Christ with the holy prophetic Spirit, or whether, rather, 
' spirit ' here is not equivalent to ' power.' Some have found 
another testimony to the subordination of the Spirit to Christ 
in the following passage : " We," says Justin, " who being 
given to fornication, and, in one word, to every filthy deed, 
put off all the filthy wickednesses with which we were 
clothed through the grace which comes from our Jesus 
according to the will of His Father. Close upon us presses 
the devil, always opposing us and wishing to drag all to 
himself, and the angel of God, that is the power of God, sent 
to us through Jesus Christ, rebukes him, and he departs 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 224 D ; c. 9, p. 226 D. 

i Dial. c. Tr3rph. c. 49, p. 269 A. See Seinisch, vol. ii. p. 235. 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 87, pp. 314 C, 315 A ; c. 39, p. 258 A. 
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from us'/^ Neander"* thinks that by the ' angel of the Lord ' 
Justin could not have understood anything else than the Holy 
Spirit, and he therefore speaks of the Holy Spirit as standing 
in some relationship with angels. But such an inference is 
wholly unwarranted. The power sent through Christ may 
be the Holy Spirit, and Justin might or might not have 
understood anything else by it. But there is nothing in 
Justin^s works to compel us to any inference with regard to 
the Spirit at all, since Justin does not bring the two ideas 
into juxta-position. Moreover, a true method of interpreting 
Justin will recognise the looseness with which he uses the 
words ' spirit ^ and ^ power,' and the ease with which he hovers 
between personalities and impersonalities. Justin here is 
explaining the third chapter of Zechariah. An angel of God 
is mentioned there, and Justin explains this angel, or mes- 
senger, as the power sent by God through Jesus Christ. Now 
the remarkable thing here is, that Justin is content with this 
explanation ; that he applies the indefinite expression ' a 
power,' and does not use 'the Spirit;' for this power is the 
power that creates a moral revolution in man, and makes him 
holy. It is remarkable that Justin never assigns such a work 
to the Spirit, and it is curious to find him attributing it to a 
power sent by God through Christ, which cannot and ought 
not to be crystallized into such a definite notion as that of 
the Holy Spirit i». 

The notice of this passage leads us to a consideration of the 
other passage on which Neander grounds his opinion of the 
angelic nature of the Spirit. It is that quoted already, in 
which it is said that we worship Christ and the host of other 
angels and the Holy Spirit. Neander thinks the Holy Spirit 
is one of these other angels ; the words being equivalent to 
''the host of angels, but especially the Holy Spirit." The 
objection to this interpretation is that the ' other ' would, ac- 
cording to the laws of composition, more naturally refer to 

* Dial. c. Tryph, c. ii6, p. 344 A. 

™ Church History, vol. ii. p. 338, and note. 

» Semisch has very thoroughly expounded this passage^ vol. ii. pp. 234 if. 
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Christ, who is frequently called hfyiKos, ang-el, or messenger; 
and therefore nothing could justify its application to the 
Spirit, unless there was clear reason for thinking that Justin 
really did regxird the Spirit as an angel. As throughout his 
works there is not the slightest indication of such a doctrine, 
it is absurd to build a theory on an unlikely translation of a 
single passage. The angels and the Spirit seem coupled to- 
gether, but the idea by which they were connected in Justin^s 
mind is not given, and can only be guessed at. We have no 
right to suppose this idea to be that both angels and Spirit 
were angels, because we have no proof that Justin held such a 
doctrine. The idea seems to me to be that both angels and 
Spirit were completely under the control of the Father and 
Son. 

We have already defined the work of the Spirit as fore- 
telling future events**, and we also described the mode in 
which Justin speaks of Him as varying according to the 
import of the words quoted. Thus the Spirit is spoken of as 
pointing out P, as speaking^, as naming', as urging to a cer- 
tain course of life^, as reproving^, and as reproaching". <^'In 
the ninety- eighth Psalm the Spirit reproaches us.^^ Almost 
nothing is said of his work, apart from his acting on the pro- 
phets. In one passage he mentions that ^^ it was the Spirit 
in the prophets that anointed and appointed the Jewish 
kings '.^^ The only work assigned to the Spirit in post- 

• Apol. i. c. 31, p. 72 B; c. 32, p. 73 C ; c. 42, p. 80 B ; Dial. c. Tryph. 
c. 114, p. 34 1 BC. 

p Apol. i. c. 4I, p. 79 E. q Ibid. c. 38, p. 77 C ; c. 39, p. 77 D. 

' Dial. c. Tryph, c. 61, p. 284 A B ; c. 56, p. 277 C ; c. 33, p. 251 B ; c. 54, 
p. 273 D. 

" Apol. i. c. 40, p. 78 E. * Ibid. c. 63, pp. 95 C, 96 C. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 37, p. 255 D. 

" Dial. c. Tiyph. c. 52, p. 272 B. I do not think that the passage Dial, 
c. Tryph. c. 86, p. 313 B, ascribes the same function to Christ as Semisch, vol. 
ii. p. 231, is inclined to think : ' All the kings and anointed ones derived from 
Him (Christ) the privilege of being called kings and anointed.* This merely 
points out that Christ is the antetype of all kings and the source of all their 
kingly power, but does not indicate in the slightest degree how they were 
anointed or appointed. 
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Christian times is the giving of the peculiar gifts, and even 
this function is mentioned only once, where Justin, closing 
his remarks on the resting of the powers of the Spirit on 
Christ, appeals to fact: ^^It is possible to see among us 
women and men having gifts from the Spirit of God^/' The 
power which touches men^s minds and renews their moral 
nature is never called the Spirit, but is a power of God 
exercised by and through Christ. 

We now turn our attention to those passages where the 
impersonality of the Spirit is more decided than the per- 
sonality. 

The most common impersonal use of the word ^ Spirit' is 
where there is a result or power of the Spirit. It may be 
questioned whether Justin did not regard these as separate 
spirits or individualities, but there is nothing to give a satis- 
factory explanation. Thus, Christ bestowed a spirit of under- 
standing, and a spirit of strength, and a spirit of teaching, and 
a spirit of the fear of God''. And the prophets themselves did 
not all receive the same power from God : " For Solomon 
had a spirit of wisdom, and Daniel of imderstanding and 
counsel, and Moses of strength and piety, and Elias of fear, 
and Isaiah of knowledge, and the others in like manner had 
each one power, or one power along with another by turns, as 
Jeremiah, and the Twelve, and David, and, without exception, 
all the prophets that have been with youY.'^ Here the hi- 
i;a/utis is plainly equivalent to the Tri/cO/uta. Justin resolves the 
spirit into a power. The word is also applied in a general 
way to the influence of the Divine Spirit. Thus, prophets 
are said to speak with a Divine Spirit [Odi^ Tri^ev/xaTi AaXi/- 
(raz^rcyz), to be filled with a holy Spirit*, and to be '^fuU of a 
Divine Spirit, teeming with power and blooming with grace ^.'' 
There is one passage where the word ^Spirit' would be most 

"^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 88, p. 315 B. « Ibid. c. 39, p. 258 A. 

y Dial. c. Tryph. c. 87, p. 314 D. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 224 D. These are the words of the old Christian 
man who spoke to Justin when a heathen. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 224 D. •» Ibid. c. 9, p. 226 D. 
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appropriately iuterpreted as the higher principle in man, when 
the Jewish people are said to be called to a change in the 
convictions of the Spirit (juravoiav rov vvevfioTos^) » The 
reading, however, is doubtful. There is also one passage 
in which a 'holy spirit' means the spirit of holiness with 
which Christ was to baptize those who trusted in Him: 
" What need is there of that baptism (Jewish purification) to 
me, who have been baptized (purified) with a holy spirit*^/' 

There is also one passage in which the mode of expression 
is personal, but the assertions made in it seem to indicate an 
impersonal view of the Spirit. Justin asserts that the spirit 
which was in Elias was transferred to John. ''The Spirit of God 
which had been in Elias came before us as a herald of Chnst^s 
first appearance in John, who was a prophet among jou^" 
Justin does not assert that the same spirit influenced Elias 
and John, but that the identical spirit which was in Elias was 
also in John. This doctrine proves a stumbling-block to 
Trypho, and he says, " It does indeed seem marvellous to me 
that the prophetic Spirit of God which appeared in Elias ap- 
peared in John also.'' Then Justin appeals to the transference 
of the spirit in Moses to Joshua, when God said, " I shall 
remove of ^ the spirit which is in you to him." "As God then 
removed part of the spirit that was in Moses, while Moses 
was still among men, to Joshua, so God was able to make part 
of the spirit of Elias to come upon John ; that, as Christ ap- 
peared inglorious in his first advent, so also the first appear- 
ance of the spirit which was always pure in Elias, namely 
Christ, might be perceived inglorious." I do not see how 
this difficult passage can be properly explained. Justin seems 
to state that the spirit in Elias was Christ, and that this spirit 
was kept uninjured (minime laesus aut violatus ftiit hae com- 
municatione. — Marantic), Otto has tried to get rid of part 
of the difficulty by inserting a a>9 before rov Xptarovj which 

»» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 30, p. 247 A. • 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 29, p. 246 C. 

«* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 49, p. 268 C. 

* That is, 'a portion of the spirit* (&ir^ rod rrvtlfunos). 
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makes Justin repeat himself. Thirlby has amended the text 
in a rough way. 

Angels.— 3m^ says very little of the origin, nature, or 
fiinetions of good angels. He maintains their permanent 
existence and reality', as we have seen already. He expresses 
his belief that those who are ordered to lift up the gates that 
the King of glory may come in are '' angels and powers?/' 
In the full exposition of the Psalm he calls them " rulers ap- 
pointed by God>>.'' So that we may regard 'rulers' and ^angels' 
and 'powers' as all applicable to certain beings in heaven. 
These terms may express different classes of the same race, 
but Justin does not enable us to draw any distinction. God 
made these angels, endowing them with a rational and moral 
nature, and making them voluntary agents i. They are there- 
fore called the angels or messengers of God. But they seem 
to be especially the servants of Christ. He is the Lord of 
powers'^ j He is Lord of the two angels that went to Sodom 
with Him ^ " The angels are described as waiting around 
Him"*;" and the words, ''Let all the angels of God worship 
Him," seem to be applied by Justin to Christ". It is also 
worthy of note that most of the special services of the angels 
mentioned by Justin are somehow or other connected with 
Christ. The angels that visit Abraham go in the company of 
the Logos®. Justin mentions the angel of God GttbrielP, that 
was sent to Mary, the angel that was sent to Joseph^, and he 
speaks of angels coming with Christ at his second appearance'. 
The only instance of a special service done by an angel not 
connected with Christ is the destruction of the Assyrian 
army, but as Justin does not explain what he means by " an 
angel of the Lord," he might very probably have interpreted 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 128, p. 358 C. « Ibid. c. 85, p. 31 1 C. 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 36, p. 255 B. * Ibid. c. 141, p. 370 B. 

k Dial. c. Tryph. c. 85, p. 31 1 G ; c. 36, p. 354 D. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 56, p. 279 A. "» Ibid. c. 79, p. 305 C. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 130, p. 359 B. o Ibid. c. 56, p. 275 A. 

p Dial. c. Tryph. c.ioo, p. 327 C ; Apol. i. c. 33, p. 75 A. 

*» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 78, p. 303 C. ' See p. 256 of thii yolume, 

■ Dial. c. Tryph. c, 83, p. 309 B. 
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the expression an denoting either the Logos Himself or a 
messenger of the Logos. 

Justin has been supposed by some to describe the regular 
work of angels, but a consideration of the passage will 
show that he speaks only of some angels. Justin says that 
'' God delivered the care of men and things under heaven 
to angels whom He appointed to this duty. But the an- 
gels transgressed this api>ointment^^^ These angels became 
wicked, as will be shown immediately. We have seen already 
that Justin believed that God's providence extended over 
small as well as great things, and these angels were but to 
carry out his behests. Justin says nothing as to other angels 
filling their place. 

The habitation of the angels is heaven. They eat manna. 
Justin evidently thought that they really did eat, and he 
speaks as if he believed that the two angels really partook of 
the meal set before them by Abraham. Trypho feels a diffi- 
culty in supposing that the Logos ate, and Justin replies to 
him, " That they did eat, is written ; but if we should under- 
stand it as being said that the three ate, and not the two 
only who were really angels and were in the habit of being 
nourished in the heavens, as is plain to us, although they are 
not nourished with food like what we men use, (for with 
regard to the nourishment of manna with which your fathers 
were nourished in the wilderness, the writing thus says that 
they ate the bread of angels,) I should say that the passage 
which says that they ate says so as we should say of the fire 
that it devoured all things, but that it does not at all mean 
that they ate munching with their teeth and jaws ^" This 
statement of Justin may be paraphrased thus : ' If the words 
refer only to the two who were real angels, we have no diffi- 
culty. They do eat, though our food is not like theirs. 
Theirs is manna, such as your fathers ate in the wilderness. 
But if the words are to apply to the three, then we must 
adopt a somewhat metaphorical interpretation, and we can 

* Apol. ii. c. 5, p. 44 A. " Dial. c. Tryph. c. 57, p. 279 C. - 
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thus suppose the Logos spoken of as eatiug just as we speak 
of the fire as devouring/ The reader is at no loss to deter- 
mine that Justin prefers the first of these interpretations. 
Justin makes another reference to the food of angels, but the 
passage is supposed to be ^corrupt : "He rained down upon 
the Jews bread for nourishment through heavenly angels, 
namely manna/' Maranus thinks that few will be pleased 
with a reading that assigns to the angels the supplying the 
Israelites with bread. He accordingly changed it into lhi,ov 
ayy4\(DV, ^ bread for nourishment peculiar to heavenly 
angels*.' Many others have agreed with Maranus, but it 
seems to me that the ingenuity of editors is turned in a 
wrong direction in this case. For Justin evidently looked on 
the manna as something that really was in heaven, and he 
thought that the angels were regularly in the habit of feeding 
on this manna. What then could be more natural than the 
supposition that when God rained manna down from heaven, 
it was the angels themselves who were asked to distribute 
part of their supplies to the famishing children of Israel? 
There is more objection in the epithet ' heavenly' applied to 
angels, because all angels were heavenly except those wicked 
angels who had lost their place in heaven, and who could not 
be brought even into contact in such a connexion as this. 
I should think ovpiviov perhaps better, applying the term to 
the bread, to mark the extraordinary character of God's kind- 
ness to the Israelites ; or if ovpavCoov be retained it must be 
supposed to have the same force. God not merely supplied 
their earthly wants but gave them of the delicious food of 
heaven. We shall have another indication of Justin's ideas 
of the relation of angels to matter when we discuss the fall 
of angels. In the meantime it may be remarked that Justin's 
notions do not seem to have occupied his attention deeply. 
He read in the Old Testament of angels eating, and that 
mamia was their food. He naturally took these statements 
literally, and believed them without thinking farther about 
the matter. 

» Dial. c. Tryph, c. 131, p. 361 A, 
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Justin gives no indication of what he considered the intel- 
lectual attainments of the angels. Semischx fancies that he 
placed them in a low sphere, because the rulers or angels did 
not recognise the disfigured Christ when He came to heaven ^. 
But surely such ignorance is no ^ign of want of intellect. 
They were concerned with things in heaven ; they had not 
known what had taken place on earth, or at least had not 
known accurately, and when they saw their Lord appear in 
such a state of humiliation they could not believe that it 
was He. But besides, if it had been a more glaring instance 
of ignorance we should not at all have been warranted in 
affirming that Justin regarded their intelligence as low. For 
Justin's opinions not being arranged, his mode of explaining 
the Old Testament would often drive him into particular 
statements which would not cohere well with his general 
opinions. In the celebrated passage already quoted, in 
which Justin speaks of the worship of angels, it is unques- 
tionably implied that angels were superior to men. We lay 
the passage again before the reader, that we may examine 
more minutely into what it says : 'AAA' iK^wov re kclL rov irap 
avTov vlov iKd6vTa Koi bibi^avra ffnas ravra icai rdv r&v iAAa>v 
kitoyAvtiiv KoL i$oiioLov^4v<av iiyaO&v ayyiXiov arparov, TtPfVfii re 
TO 'npo<f>r)T^KOV a€p6^€da koX irpoaicvvov^fv AJycp icat iXrjOeCt^ 
TifjMvr€9^. This has been translated in three ways. The 
straightforward way is : '' But we reverence and worship Him 
[the Father of all, mentioned in the preceding clause], and 
the Son that came from Him and taught us these things [the 
character of the Father especially, and all that we are now 
relating to you], and the army of the other good messengers 
who follow Him and are made like to Him, and the prophetic 
Spirit; honouring them in word and truth.'^ Here there are 
four objects of worship mentioned — the Father, the Son, the 
host of angels, and the prophetic Spirit. There is a difficulty 
presented in the word 'the other.^ The use of it seems to 

y vol. ii. p. 247. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 36, p. 255 B C. This contains the explanation of the 
twenty-fourth Psalm previously mentioned. • Apol. i c. 6, p. 56 C. 
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indicate that when Justin spoke of Christ as coming from 
the Father, the idea of his being a messenger presented itself, 
and he then spoke of the 'other messengers/ The Greek 
idiom would also permit it to mean 'and the host besides 
of angels/ I do not think that Justin could not gram- 
matically have applied the term to the Spirit, because Justin 
is far from strict in his adherence to grammatical rules. But 
before we can suppose him violating a rule, we must have it 
well ascertained that he thought of the Spirit as a messenger. , 
Now we have seen that he did not so think of Him ; that 
the Spirit is never spoken of in this way, while Christ is 
frequently called ' messenger.' 

Protestants have been very anxious to ward off the plain 
meaning of this passage, and hence the attempts to trans- 
late it otherwise. The ways in which this has been done 
are two : either by making ruias kcX rhv arparSv the ob- 
ject after ^ibi^apra, or by taking ravra koI tov orparoi; as 
the second object after the verb. The first gives us this 
sense : " We worship the Father and the Son who taught us 
and the host of angels these things.^' But surely the good 
angels knew the character of God before Christ came. And 
it would be strange in Justin to speak of angels to heathens 
for the first time in this way, as being taught by Christ. 
Besides, there is something peculiarly awkward gramma- 
tically in the insertion of the koI ravra between the ^/utay 
and the rbv arparou. This makeshift therefore is both gram- 
matically, and on the score of sense, totally unsatisfactory. 
The second mode of translation is : ''We worship the Son 
who taught us these and the host of angels /' that is, who 
taught us these things and all that relates to the host of 
angels. But here, again, this is not true. Christ did not 
teach his disciples particularly about angels. The doctrine 
of angels occurs again and again in the Old Testament, and 
was quite familiar to the Jews. And the translation, more- 
over, bids defiance to all the rules of grammatical structure 
and to all probabilities of Justin's violations of them. Some, 
seeing how unsatisfactory these translations were, have pro- 
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posed changing the (nparhv into one thing and another, but 
no emendation yet proposed has commended itself to unbiassed 
critics. 

There seems no good reason for doubting the reading of 
the manuscripts and the i)]ain construction of the words. 
We must regiird the statement as applying purely to the 
mental state of Christians; not to their external worship. 
In fact, it is something equivalent to this : ^ It is not true 
that we are atheists. We do believe in one God the Father 
of all ; and more than this, we recognise also in his Son, 
in angels, and in the Holy Spirit, beings who demand our 
veneration and awe. Not only do we believe and worship 
God and his Son, but we believe in a host of supernatural 
beings called angels, and in a Holy Spirit.' We thus take 
the words a^fiofifOa and TTpoaicvvovfifv in a wide and general 
sense, not in the peculiar sense in which it is used by Chris- 
tian writers and by Justin himself in the Dialogue with 
Tr}T)ho. We need not wonder that Justin should so use 
the word when heathen writers spoke of the worship of 
emperors and reverenced human beings as gods. On the 
other hand, we cannot doubt that the mature opinion of 
Justin was that only the Father and Son were to be wor- 
shipped : the Father, on account of his nature alone deserving 
worship ; and the Son, because to Him alone had God given 
his glory. Neither angels nor Holy Spirit are objects of 
worship : Justin never speaks of praying to them, of asking 
their aid, and he nowhere intimates that they had any such 
power of themselves as to warrant Christians to adore them. 
But they might notwithstanding be legitimate objects of awe 
and reverence. 

JEJvil Angeh, — The doctrine of evil angels occupies a pro- 
minent place in the writings of Justin. As we have seen 
already, one feature of Christ's work is the destruction of 
the powers of darkness. Accordingly Justin is very profuse 
on their various activities; yet he does not give us a con- 
nected view of his opinions with regard to them. Trypho 
at first denied that there were evil angels. Justin men- 
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tioned that he had conclusive proof in Scripture, and quotes 
Isaiah xxx. 1-5 to show that evil angels did dwell and 
now dwell in Tanis, a district of Egypt. He appeals also 
to Job i. 6, Gen. iii. 1-6, 14, and Psalm xcv. 5 (Sept.)^. 

He distinguishes between the devil, evil angels, and demons. 

The devil was one of the rulers in heaven, and fell from 
his high position ''on account of leading Eve astray <^." 
Justin grounded this opinion on the circumstance that the 
serpent, whom he took to be the devil, was then cursed**. 

The evil angels are those mentioned already, whom God 
set over men. "They transgressed their commission, and 
fell by mingling with women, and begot children, who are 
the so-called (dsemones) demons®.'' The demons were thus 
sprung from human as well as angelic parents, and had con- 
sequently a greater affinity with men. Justin goes so far 
as to say that the shapes of the demons were given in 
the heathen idols^. Justin, in speaking of the fall of angels, 
is peculiarly anxious to show that it was their own fault : 
" Because God made both the race of angels and of men 
in the beginning free agents, they shall justly be punished 
for their sins in eternal fire ; for this is the nature of every 
thing begotten {y^vvryrov), that it is receptive of vice and 
virtue ^" " Wishing angels and men to follow his will, 
God wished to make them free agents as to doing right, 
endowing them with reason that they might know by whom 
they were created, and on account of whom they, formerly 
not existing, now are, and giving them a law by which they 
may be judged by Him if they act contrary to right reason ; 
and, on our own account, we, both men and angels, will be 
convicted as having done evil, if we do not first change 
our mode of thought and life^.'' Justin is particular in in- 
sisting on this doctrine. 

It deserves notice that Justin does not enter into the origin 

*• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 79, p. 305 C. « Ibid. c. 124, p. 353 D. 

*> Dial. c. Tryph. c. 79, p. 306 A ; c. 91, p. 3 19 B. « Apol. ii. c. 5, p. 44 B. 
' Apol. i. c. 9, p. 57 D. « Ibid. ii. c. 7, p. 45 D. 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 141, p. 370 B ; c. 88, p. 316 A ; c. 102, p. 329 A. 
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of sin. He gives no reason for the devil^s deception, much 
less does he discuss how deception could arise in a mind that 
knew nothing but holiness. He contents himself with main- 
taining the free agency of angels and men. 

Though there is thus a difference between devil, angels^ 
and demons, yet their activity all lies in the same direction, 
and sometimes the same act is attributed to two or the three 
of them; and sometimes it is impossible to decide to whom 
Justin assigns the action. 

The devil is the leader of the wicked demons. '' For with 
us the leader (ipx^y^'^*) ^^ ^^® ^^ demons is called serpent, 
and satan, and devil'.'' Justin says of these names that 
''Moses calls him serpent; he is called devil in Job and 
Zechariah, and was named Satan by Jesus ;'' the name being 
given from his conduct. For, according to Justin, Satanas 
was derived from two Hebrew words : one, ' sata,' signifying 
apostate, and the other, ' nas,' signifying serpent J. In Dial. c. 
Tryph. c. 125, p. 354 D he is spoken of as a power. When 
Christ became man, '' there came to Him the devil, that is, 
that power which is also called Serpent and Satan.'' Justin 
does not by these words attempt to resolve Satan into a 
force, for we have already remarked the application of 61;- 
i/a/mt; to real beings. Justin not unfrequently calls him " the 
beast through whom transgression and disobedience had their 
beginning*^." Justin also calls him an '' impure spirit i." 

The attendants of Satan are called his army. Sometimes 
the demons are included in the army of Satan™, and some- 
times they are mentioned separately". The demons are also 
sometimes identified with wicked spirits o, and sometimes 
wicked spirits and demons are mentioned separately p. The 
difference between the evil angels and the demons is also 
occasionally kept up**. Justin, however, speaks far more fre- 
quently of the demons than of the angels. 

i Apol. i. c. 28, p. 71 A. J Dial. c. Tryph. c. 103, p. 331 A B. 

k Dial. c. Tryph. c. 112, p. 339 B. » Ibid. c. 82, p. 303 D. 

m Apol. i. c. 28, p 71 B. » Dial. c. Tryph. c. 131, p. 360 C. 

o Dial. c. Tryph. c. 30, p. 247 B. p Ibid. c. 76, p. 302 A. 

' Apol. ii. c. 7, p. 45 B. 
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The whole activity of the demons^ with the devil at their 
head^ is directed to the propagation of evil. They tempt 
men^ and seduce them into evil ways : men always^ however^ 
acting as free agents. ''They enslaved the human race to 
themselves^ partly through magical writings, partly through 
terrors and punishments which they occasioned, and partly 
through the teaching of sacrifices and incenses and libations, 
which they (the demons) came to need after they were en- 
slaved to the passions of lusts ; and among men they sowed 
murders, wars, adulteries, incontinencies, and all wickedness '^/^ 
They are evil and deceptive spirits, foreign to holiness". The 
bites of the serpent ''are evil deeds, idolatries, and other 
iniquities*.^' "The so-called demons do nothing else than 
struggle to lead men away from God the Creator, and his 
first-begotten Christ '^.'^ "The devil wishes to drag every 
one to himself^/' and for this purpose they employ all the 
cunning which they possess, adapting their schemes to the 
kind of men with whom they have to deal. "They have 
nailed, and still nail, those who cannot be lifted up from the 
earth, to things that are earthly and made with hands [to 
pure idol- worship], but those who are eager for speculation in 
divine things, they throw into impiety by secretly baffling 
them in their pursuit {v-n^KKfKruovT^s) y unless they possess 
sound reason, and a life pure and free from passion^.'' They 
generally influence men, as mentioned above, by magic and 
suchlike tricks. "They struggle,'^ says Justin to the em- 
perors, after warning them to take care lest the demons 
should prevent them from understanding what he was saying, 
"to have you slaves and servants; and sometimes, through 
the appearances of dreams, and sometimes through magical 
wiles, they worst all who are not at all anxious for their 
salvation *.'' The evil demons scatter among men "many 
lying and godless accusations, receiving as an ally the evil 



'' Apol. ii. c. 5, p. 44 B. 
* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 94, p. 322 A. 
^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 116, p. 344 A. 
» Apol. i. c. 14, p. 61 A. 
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lust that is in every one towards all things^ but different 
according to constitution y/^ Hence arises the apparent per- 
version of the natural principles of rectitude in man^ which 
is seen in one country reg^ding as right what another 
forbids as wrong. " We know,^^ he says^ as his explanation 
of this fact, " that the wicked angels appointed laws similar 
to their own wickedness, in which men who have become 
like them rejoice ^ ;'* but right reason in man shows some 
of the laws to be good and others bad. 

From the beginning of their existence as evil spirits they 
were enemies to the Logos, and showed their enmity at first 
principally through the introduction of polytheism. Justin 
regarded the demons as the gods of the heathen*, founding 
his opinion on the Septuagint reading of Psalm xcv. 5*>. 
" The wicked demons of old, making appearances, committed 
adultery, corrupted boys, and showed men objects of terror, 
so that they were frightened and did not judge according 
to reason the deeds that were done, but, carried away by fear, 
and not knowing that they were wicked demons, named them 
gods, and called each one by the name which each of the 
demons gave himself <^.^^ The poets and myth- writers are 
especially spoken of as attributing the actions of demons to 
God himself, and his sons, and the sons of his brothers, and 
their children ; and naming them by the name ^^ which each 
of the angels gave himself and his children ^/^ The idols, 
accordingly, before which heathens worshipped, were '' lifeless 
and dead, and had not the shape of God, but they had the 
names and figures {(rxfiimTa) of the wicked demons that 
appeared ^" Justin accordingly believed that all the fearful 
outrages committed by the gods were facts; and after enu- 
merating some of them — Jupiter slaying his father and out- 
raging Ganymede and many women — he adds, " The evil 
demons did these things ^.'^ And again, after mentioning 

' Apol. i. c. 10, p. 58 D. » Ibid. ii. c. 9, p. 48 A. 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 83, p. 310 A. »> Ibid. c. 79, p. 306 B; c. 73, p, 298 C. 

e Apol. i. c. 5, p. 55 E. d Ibid. ii. c. 5, p. 44 C. 
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the lusts of Dionysus and Apollo, of Persephone and Aphro- 
dite, and the crimes and weakness of Zeus, he says, ^^ But 
we know the demons to he the cause of these things?/^ 

The demons were not content with making the nations 
believe their own actions to be the actions of gods, but made 
vigorous preparations from the first to defeat the efforts of 
Christ to redeem men. The plan they took was this : they 
perverted the Scriptures, basing fables on them, so that when 
the prophecies should be fulfilled, and Christ appear, his 
miracles should be regarded as the works of a deceiver, and 
the narratives about him myths. Sometimes they failed 
egregiously in their plans, for they often did not understand 
the words of the prophets. Justin sets forth this notion of 
the action of the demons in Apol. i. c. 54, p. 89 A, where he 
says, " Those who hand down the myths made by the poets 
adduce no proof to the young men who learn them, and we 
prove that they have been related through the action of the 
wicked demons to deceive and lead the human race astray. 
For having heard it proclaimed through the prophets that 
the Christ was to appear, and the impious of mankind were 
to be punished with fire, they got many to be called sons of 
Zeus, thinking that they would be able to make men reckon 
the things said with regard to Christ as mere wonder-stories, 
and like to those related by the poets. And these things were 
said both among the Greeks and among all nations where 
they (the demons) understood the prophets as proclaiming 
that the Christ would be more believed in. But that in 
hearing what was said by the prophets they did not under- 
stand it accurately, but that, erring, they imitated the things 
relating to our Christ, we shall make plain.^' Justin then goes 
on to adduce several instances where he supposes the fictions 
of mythology to be based on a misinterpretation of the Old 
Testament. For instance, the story of Dionysus is based on 
Genesis xlix. 10. Traces of the same mode of procedure are per- 
ceptible in Bellerophon, who ascended to heaven ; in Perseus, 

s Apol. i. c. 25, p. 69 A B C. 
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who was born of a virgin; in Herakles, who was strong*^; 
and in Asklepios, who raised the dead. But in no case 
did the demons feign that a son of Zeus was crucified; for 
all that was said on this point was symbolical^ and the 
demons did not understand it. Justin adduces nearly the 
same instances in Dial. c. Tryph. c. 69, p. 294 D, but attributes 
the fiction to the devil, and makes a more marked comparison 
between the mythological stories and the miracles of Christ. 
And he remarks that " they dared to say that He was a 
magician and a deceiver of the people/^ Justin adduces also 
the instances of Persephone and Athena *. 

The demons, moreover, introduced rites into the worship of 
the nations which were similar to those mentioned by the 
prophets or instituted by Christ. Sacrifices, as we have 
seen already, they wished to be offered up to them because 
they liked them. They imitated baptism by making their 
followers sprinkle themselves before entering the temples. 
They also borrowed from Moses the practice of taking off the 
sandals before entering sacred places^. The raising of the 
image of Kore at fountains arose from a misapprehension 
of what Moses says about the Spirit moving on the waters *, 
(Gen. i.) And the evil demons imitated the Thanksgiving 
(Eucharist) in the mysteries of Mithras™. 

The evil demons not only led the people astray, but afflicted 
as much as they could all who tried to live according to rea- 
son. " The demons always caused all those who were eager 
in any way whatever to live according to reason and to avoid 
vice, to be hated ".'^ Hence Socrates and the like were 
persecuted and imprisoned, while Sardanapalus and Epicurus, 
and similar men, seemed to be happy (rficufxovcu') in plenty 
and glory °. Hence also the death of Heraclitus, and of 
Musonius ^^ in our own times P.^' Their rage was especially 
poured out on Socrates, who strove to lead men away from 

*» Psahn xviii. 5. * Apol. i. c. 64, p. 97 A. 

^ Apol. i. c. 6a, p. 94 E. * Ibid. c. 64, p. 96 E. 
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them % and expelled them from his model-state '. " The 
demons/^ therefore, '' caused him to be put to death as god- 
less and impious, by means of men that rejoice in wickedness, 
saying that he introduced new dsemonia ; and in like manner 
they get the same done to us ^/^ 

Satan and his servants exerted their utmost energy to 
repress Christianity. Satan did not know his own con- 
demnation till Christ's appearance, and therefore he did not 
blaspheme God till then ^ He made a strong effort in the 
wilderness to seduce Christ from the worship of Grod, but 
Christ cast him down. It was the demons that acted on 
the minds of the Jews when they put Christ to death. And 
after his death they spread all kinds of lies and false accu- 
sations in order to prevent Christianity making progress. 
Their agency was evident in three ways : in the persecutions 
of Christians, in laws framed against the spread of Christian 
knowledge, and in the production of heresies. 

Justin speaks of the persecution of Christians as all that 
the demons could do against them. ^^ The wicked demons 
cannot persuade men that there is not a conflagration for the 
punishment of the impious, even as they had it not in their 
power to cause that Christ after He had come should re- 
main unknown; but this only can they do, they can make 
men who live irrationally and are brought up in evil habits, 
in the gratification of their lusts, and are fond of glory, slay us 
and hate us "^.'^ But Justin thinks this nothing wonderful, 
seeing that the demons persecuted those heathens who had 
only a share of the Logos*. Justin describes this persecu- 
tion as ^' a tribulation and a burning which the devil and all 
his servants set on fire for us l/^ These demons act through 
judges '^ whom they have subject to them, and serving them, 
and whom they prepare to murder us^ '/^ and ^^ through rulers, 

1 Apol. i. c. 5, p. 56 A. r Ibid. ii. c. 10, p. 48 D. 

■ Apol. i. c. 5, p. 56 A. 
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who, under the influence of the wicked and deceitful spirit, 
the 8eq)eut, will not cease putting to death and persecuting 
those who confess the name of Christ, until Christ appear 
again •." 

Tlie anti-Christian law is referred to thus : '^ Under the 
influence of the wicked demons death was assigned to those 
who diould read the books of Hystaspes, or the Sibyl, or the 
Prophets, that they might turn away through fear those men 
who read them from receiving the knowledge of good things, 
but keep them slaves to themselves; which they were not 
able to accomplish to the end ^." 

The demons also gave powerful assistance to heretics. When 
Christ had api)cared, and all men were like to believe on Him, 
''The evil demons,'' he maintains, ''put forth some men, Simon 
and Menander from Samaria, who, performing magical mi- 
racles, deceived many, and still hold them deceived <*/' He 
mentions in a previous chapter, Simon, Menander, and Mar- 
cion, as having been powerfully assisted by the demons in 
the spreading of their blasphemous doctrines ^. The demons 
helped these men in various ways ; they gave them favour in 
the eyes of rulers so that they were not persecuted^, and they 
enabled them to perform miracles. These were the false 
prophets and the false Christs who were to come in Christ's 
name and deceive many. " They taught and will teach what 
was put into their minds by the unclean spirit, the devil ^" 
Justin seems to have believed in the reality of the miracles 
performed by these heretics. He thought also, as we have 
seen already, that the demons had exercised magic on hea- 
thens before Christ's appearance. He mentions in particular 
the assistance they gave to the Egyptian magicians who 
contended with Moses. 

Justin believed that evil angels watched the souls of Chris- 
tians at death with the hope of laying hold of them. Jesus 
himself had thus to be on his guard, as was intimated in the 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 59, p. 258 C. *» Apol. i. c. 44, p. 82 B. 
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words of Psalm xxii. 19-21, '' Rescue my soul from the 
sword, and my only-begotten from the hand of a dog : save me 
from the mouth of the lion/' Jesus in this prayer, according 
to Justin, ^^ asked that no one might have dominion over his 
soul : that, when we should be in the course of passing away 
from life, we may ask the same things from God, who is 
able to turn away every shameless and wicked angel from 
laying hold of our soul &/' Justin adds that all the souls of 
the prophets and just men of the Old Testament did fall 
under such powers. 

Justin believed that demons were often the causes of disease 
in men. Persons so affected were called demon-seized. We 
have already noticed the power which the Christians had 
over these demons. In regard to their ultimate destiny Justin 
remarks that " the demons try to escape the authority of the 
Father of all and Lord God, and that of Christ Himself, 
as far as lies in their power *».'' But they will all be entirely 
subdued, and ^'punished, shut up in eternal 6re K'' 

Man, — Justin says little of the constitution of man in 
general. His whole powers were brought to bear on one 
point — the moral freedom of man. He took up this question 
of free-will against the fate of the Stoics, as he himself again 
and again asserts, and maintained that in all circumstances 
man had full freedom of choice, and had full powers to be 
good if he chose. This doctrine of free-will is a fundamental 
one in the mind of Justin, and one which he always takes 
into account in all the assertions he makes with regard to 
angels and men, and God's dealings with them. 

He maintained that God made man capable of knowing 
and doing what was right. << In the beginping God has 
made the human race with the power of thought [vo€p6v)i 
and capable of choosing the truth and doing the right, so 
that all men are without apology before God ; for they have 
been bom rational and contemplative^.'' ^^ Our being bom 
at first was not in our power ; but that we ought to pursue 

8r Dial. c. Tryph. c. 105, p. 332 D. ^ Apol. i. c. 40, p. 79 A. 

* Apol. ii. c. 8, p. 46 D. ^ Ibid. i. c. 28, p. 71 C. 
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those thin^ which are pleasing^ to Him^ deliberately by means 
of the rational powers which He gave us, this is the con- 
viction and belief to which He leads us^'' Probably both 
these statements have no reference to the first men, but to all 
men ; the latter most certainly. An objection may be urged 
against this opinion of Justin's, that men have not always 
regarded the same things as morally wrong. We have 
already seen how Justin replied to this objection in the case 
of immoral laws, attributing them to the inspiration of de- 
mons, and the willing acquiescence of men that rejoiced in 
iniquity. Justin in another passage meets the difficulty. 
« God," he says, " exhibita among every race of men things 
that are always and everywhere just, and all justice; and every 
race knows that adultery is wicked, and fornication, and 
murder, and suchlike. Even though all commit them, yet 
they are not removed from knowing that they act unjustly 
when they do them, except as many as are filled by an im- 
pure spirit, and, corrupted by education, and evil habits, and 
wicked laws, have lost the innate {(f)V(nKis) notions, or 
rather have quenched them and keep them suppressed. For 
you may see that even such persons do not wish to suffer 
the same things as they themselves inflict on others, and 
with consciences full of hatred reproach each other with the 
very things they themselves do ™.'' 

The giving to men free-will is an arrangement of God. In 
one passage Justin represents this arrangement as if it had 
been in some respects an experiment on the part of God. 
He is discussing the early history of Christ, and states that 
God had determined that He whom He had begotten should 
be put to death only after He had grown up to manhood, and 
had proclaimed his message. He therefore sent Him to Egjrpt, 
when Herod attempted to destroy the child. Justin supposes 
an objector to say, " Could not God have killed Herod ?" To 
which Justin replies by a question, ^^ Could not God at first 
have deprived the serpent of existence, and refrained from say- 
ing, 'I will put enmity between him and the woman, and 

1 Apol. i. c. lo, p. 58 C. n> Dial. c. Tryph. c. 93, p. 320 C D. 
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between his seed and her seed ?^ Might not God have created 
at once a great multitude of men ?^' To this Justin himself 
replies : ^^ But since He knew that it was good to come into 
being {ytviaOai), He made both men and angels free agents as 
to the doing of right, and appointed times until He should know 
that it was good that they should have free-will ; and because 
in like manner He knew that it was good. He made universal 
and particular judgments, free-will, however, being unim- 
paired"/' The universal judgments, I suppose, mean such 
judgments as the flood, or which extend over a whole nation ; 
the particular, such as be&l individuals. 

God in appointing free-will to man, appointed rewards for 
the voluntary doing of the right and punishment for the 
neglect. Justin does not base this appointment of rewards on 
the inherent justice of God. On the contrary, he regards 
it as a purely arbitrary act. But now that the arrangement 
has been established, he deems it imperatively necessary to 
show that God leaves man full free-will before He punishes 
him. 

The terms of obedience and disobedience are entirely de- 
pendent on God. He speaks of the appointment of terms as 
a matter as purely dependent on God's will as the act of 
creation. He first states the terms : '^ If men show them- 
selves worthy through works, in harmony with God's will, we 
understand that they are regparded worthy of living with Him, 
reigning with Him, becoming incorruptible, and free from all 
passion and suffering." He then adds : '^ For as at first He 
made us when we did not exist before, in the same way we 
reckon that they who choose what is agreeable to Him are 
deemed worthy of incorruption and an existence along with 
God on account of their choosing o." It is of importance to 
note that Justin does not speak of the first human beings, but 
of all human beings, and the terms set down are applicable 
to all. Justin regarded the punishment also as arbitrary : 

n Dial. c. Tryph. c. 102, p. 328 D, 329 A. ywiadan is usually translated here, 
' since he knew that it was good that it should be so.' 
•» Apol. i. c. 10, p. 58 B C. 
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" God wishing: anj^'ls and men <^fted with free choice and 
having: the command (.»f themselves to do whatever He had 
^ven eacli one power to do, made them such that if they 
should choose thingfs that were well-pleasing to Him, He 
would preserve them incomiptible and unpunished; but if 
they should commit iniquity. He would punish them as 
might seem good to Him^/' These terms once established, 
Justin thinks that men and angels *' will justly suffer punish- 
ment in eternal fire for the sins thev commit:'' and he thinks 
that there would be none of their deeds praiseworthy if they 
had not the power to turn either to good or evil**. "If the 
human race has not the power by free choice of shunning the 
base and choosing the good, it is guiltless of actions done 
in any way whatever ^" " A man who is good by fate is 
not to be praised, nor a man bad by fate to be blamed/' 

Justin proves the existence of free-will by the contrarieties 
in man's actions : " If it had been fated that a man should be 
wicked or good ((nrovSaior, earnest) he would not have been 
capable of the opposites, and he would not frequently change 
from the one to the others" 

Justin also refutes the objections which might be brought 
against free-w^ll from the prophecies with regard to events. 
He says this is owing entirely to God's foreknowledge. When 
we say that what was about to happen was prophesied, we do 
not say this because the things were done by necessity of 
fate, but " God foreknowing what is to be done by all men, 
and it being his fixed resolution to reward every man accord- 
ing to his deeds. He tells beforehand through the prophetic 
Spirit*." God indeed acts in harmony with this foreknow- 
ledge, for He puts off the destruction of the wicked demons, 
since He foreknew that some men would be saved (^k /xera- 
volai) in consequence of turning from their evil thoughts, 

P Dial. c. Tryph. c. 88, p. 316 A. 
1 Apol. ii. c. 7, p. 45 D. 

*• Apol. i. c. 43, p. 80 D E. » Ibid. p. 80 E. 

* Apol. i. c. 44, p. 82 B ; Dial. c. Tr3rph. c. 42, p. 261 B ; c. 141, p. 370 C ; 
c. 88, p. 316 A B. 
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and some too not yet born". But God never interferes, in 
his action on men, with their free will. 

In speaking of the fall of man, therefore, we should not 
expect Justin to favour the idea of original sin. He might, 
indeed, have given in his adhesion to the doctrine if it were 
clearly pronounced in the Old Testament, for his opinions 
are very far from being always consistent. But he found no 
such passage; and he states therefore, in the most positive 
way, that each will suffer punishment or be reward^ accord- 
ing to his own actions. Justin gives no exact account of the fall 
of Adam and Eve. We have seen already that he attributed it 
to the action of the serpent. He seems also to have interpreted 
the account in Genesis allegorically ; for, contrasting Eve with 
Mary, he says, "Eve being a virgin and uncorrupted, conceiving 
the word which was from the serpent, brought forth disobedience 
and death *.'^ This means simply that Eve listened to the words 
of the tempter, disobeyed God, and was punished with death. 
But the question remains : Did Adam and Eve^s guilt entail 
any loss on their descendants? Justin answers it in the 
negative ; that the devil indeed introduced disobedience, and 
that this disobedience ended in death ; but that the disobe- 
dience and the death are in the option of each man. " The 
human raee,'' he says, " fell from the time of Adam {iito lov 
^Abijx) under death and the deceit of the serpent, each of 
them having acted wickedly by his own faulty.'^ Some have 
absurdly supposed that irapa Tr}v Iblav alrCav might mean ^ con- 
trary to his own fault,' and have therefore found in this sen- 
tence an intimation of original sin. Semisch, Otto, and others 
have well replied to this. The context shows that this can 
have reference only to free-will. The meaning, then, is that 
the human race have been successively the prey of Satan and 
death, simply because of their own choice they committed 
iniquity. Each man stands or falls by himself. Justin 
states this doctrine in the most precise terms in another 
passage. In explaining a passage of the Septuagint — ^^ Lo, 

» Apol. i. c. 18, p. 71 B ; c. 45, p. 82 D ; ii. c. 7, p. 45 B, 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. loo, p. 327 C. > Tbid. c, 88, p. 316 A. 
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ye die as men^^ — he says that this refers to the disobedience 
of Adam and Eve. Then he adds, the word is said ^* to show 
that the Holy Spirit reproaches men. Although they were 
made to be free from all suflfering and free from death, like 
God, if they but keep his commandments, and were deemed 
worthy by Him to be called His sons ; yet these very men 
becoming like to Adam and Eve, in like manner work death to 
theniselves. Be the interpretation of the Psalm, however, as it 
may, this has been shown, that they were thought worthy of 
becoming gods, and all were thought worthy of being able to 
become the sons of the Most High, and they will be judged 
and condemned each by himself [itap* kavrovsi), as Adam and 
Eve'/^ 

Justin's doctrine, then, is simply this : that all men, when 
they break the terms of free-will, lose their incorruptibility 
and freedom from pain ; that Eve was the first ; but each one 
breaks the contract for himself, and brings the penalty on 
himself, and on no other. 

But what is the penalty ? It is summed up in the one 
word ^ Death. ^ Yet it is difficult to get an exact idea of 
what Justin meant by death. That he meant common phy- 
sical death, at all events, is plain. For one benefit conferred 
on Christians is that they despised death. And moreover, 
we have seen already that Justin interpreted the threat pro- 
nounced against the disobedience of Adam and Eve as in- 
volving physical death. For he explained the passage, not by 
intei-preting figuratively the word ^ die,' but by interpreting 
the word ^day' figuratively. Did Justin include also the 
notion of spiritual death ? This seems to me doubtful, because 
there is not one passage from which this is to be inferred with 
certainty. Yet it seems to mean more than mere physical 
death. It seems to me to be exactly the opposite of the 
incorruptibility and freedom from pain which was to be the 
lot of those who did what was pleasing to God. Death itself 
can take place only in a constitution which is corruptible 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 124, pp. 353 E D, 354 A ; c. 140, p. 370 A. 
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and exposed to pain^ and Justin placed death as the eon- 
sommation of this corruptibility and pain for the whole 
state. So it seems to me to mean in passages already 
quoted^. 

Justin maintains the universality of man's sinfulness. 
" The whole race of men," he says, " will be found to be 
under a curse according to the law of Moses •*.'' ''And if 
those who are under this law appear to be under a curse on 
account of not observing all its ordinances, will not all the 
nations much more appear to be under a curse, committing 
idolatry, destroying children, and working other iniquities c?'' 

Justin, however, did not attempt to account for this imi- 
versality. In fact, he could not ; for his doctrine of free-will 
was something unaccountable, and therefore he could not 
explain it otherwise than by sajdng, '' men chose so to act.^' 
He recognises the fact, indeed, that men had to contend with 
great difficulties ; that they were influenced by lust and evil 
habits ; and that they were continually exposed to the decep- 
tion of the serpent and the demons. But the question still 
remained with him, why they possessed of the Logos did go 
astray. Justin, however, goes so far as to say that the 
Logos being divine would have brought back man to holi- 
ness, a thing which all human laws had failed to do, '' had 
not the evil demons spread false and godless accusations, of 
which not one is true as far as we are concerned, while they 
had an ally in lust, which is evil towards all things, and 
diverse in its nature*^." Some have supposed this desire or 
lust to mean sensuality, and they take Justin to affirm that 
it is inborn with man ; but Justin says no such thing. Justin 
accounts for the slow progress Christianity had made, and 
finds the secret of this in the eagerness of the demons and 
the evil desires of men. He says a similar thing elsewhere 
in different words, when he speaks of the action of the 
demons on the making of laws. There is not the slightest 
reason for referring any part of this chapter to man original, 

» Dial. c. Try ph. c. ico, p. 327 D ; c. 45, p. 264 A. 
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but simply to all men^ and the accusations '^ which are not 
true of us/' and which accusations can be applicable only 
to Christians^ show plainly that Justin is speakings of the 
action of the Logos on and after his appearance on earth. 

There are two questions which Justin might have asked 
himself with regard to the free-will compact : Is man to lose 
his hope of eternal felicity if he breaks one single command- 
ment, commits one sin ? and how long time is God to give 
men that their obedience may be tried? Justin gives no 
definite answers to these questions; yet he seems to have 
thought that if men were regularly in the habit of acting in 
a way pleasing to God, and whenever they did wrong turned 
from the wrong to the right, they would be saved. And 
this principle seems to have determined the length of man's 
probation. The world was to last as long as there would be 
any Christians to be saved. ^^ God puts off making a con- 
fusion and dissolution of the whole world, that wicked angels 
and demons and men might no longer be, on account of the 
seed of Christians^.'' 

The doctrine of repentance, or change of mind, or conver- 
sion, is therefore a very essential one in Justin's mind. It is 
this : Change of mind is an act of man's free will by which 
he turns from evil to good, or good to evil. Justin means by 
it most frequently a turning from evil to good; in fact 
always, unless when he states otherwise. If a man changes 
his mind towards God, God at once pardons all his sins, and 
gives him the freedom from pain and death already spoken 
of. It is not Christ's work to procure pardon. It is God's 
prerogative to give it whenever He wishes, but He has an- 
nounced that only those who turn to him will receive it. 
What, then, was Christ's work ? God through Him wished 
to make men change their minds ; not to compel them, but in 
perfect harmony with their freedom of choice to turn them 
towards a love of God. And Christ therefore removed the 
obstacles — the fear of death, and the subjection to the demons; 
and He taught men the true character of the Father and his 

« Apol. ii. c. 7, p. 45 B. 
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whole will towards man. But how can man benefit by what 
Christ did? There is only one way conceivable. By be- 
lieving what He said was true, and by acting on the belief ; 
though Justin would scarcely have added the latter clause ; 
for he did not know of a faith in man that did not act. 
Change of mind is thus the great aim of Christ^s work, as 
shown already, and trust in Christ as a teacher, trust in the 
crucified Christ, is the great instrument towards the conver- 
sion of man's heart to God, towards his putting his faith in 
God. 

Justin seems to have looked on this remedial scheme of 
Christ as in some measure supplementary to the scheme of 
free-will. He believed, indeed, that all men in all nations 
were responsible, and does not hesitate to state that he be- 
lieved some of them would be saved. For the foundation of 
all salvation is righteousness or faith in God. And Justin 
believed that both Jews and heathens might have this faith 
in God, which God Himself regarded as righteousness. He 
says : ^^ Each man will be saved by his own righteousness. 
.... For in the law of Moses it has been ordained that 
those who obey it should do things that are naturally good, 

and pious, and righteous Since, therefore, those who 

did things that are universally, and naturally, and eternally 
good are pleasing to God, they all shall be saved by means of 
this Christ in the resurrection, in like manner as the righteous 
men who lived before them — Noah, and Enoch, and Jacob, 
and all others ^'' Justin makes similar remarks in refuting 
the same objection which he here refutes ; viz., that the Jews 
will be saved on account of their being the children of the 
patriarchs and prophets. " Each one,'* he says, ^^ will perish 
by his own sin, and each will be saved by his own right- 
doings.'^ But this righteousness is simply trust in God, as 
Justin often remarks in speaking of Abraham's faith, and show- 
ing its identity with the faith of Christians : " Abraham him- 
self being uncircumcised was declared righteous {i^biKOKaOrj), and 

f Dial. c. Tryph. c. 45, p. 263 D. 

8 Ibid. c. 140, p. 369 D. Deut. xxiv. 16. 
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blessed on account of the fiuth with which he trusted Grod^/' 
Or, as Justin in another passage paraphrases the ihuauMtii 
" For Abraham was not borne witness to by Grod as being 
righteous on account of circumcision^ but on account of &ith; 
for before he was circumcised it was said of him, ' Abraham 
trusted God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness \'^' 
Righteousness or trust in God is the only condition requisite 
for salvation ; for salvation is God's work. Justin explains 
Psalm xxii. lo, ii, "Thou art my God, do not depart from 
me,'' as the words of Christ, ^^ teaching that all must put 
their hope in God, who made all things, and seek fi*om Him 
alone salvation and help^." For the Son Himself could not 
he saved without God, though He was sinless^. 

Justin, however, felt and saw how difficult it was for a hea- 
then to do what was pleasing to God, and therefore he seems, 
as we have said already, to have regarded the work of Christ 
as supplementary of the free-will compact. Thus he says, 
'^ Since we were born our first birth in ignorance of it, and 
by necessity, from moist seed in consequence of the sexual 
intercourse of our parents, and were brought up in evil 
manners and wicked training, that we may not remain the 
children of necessity or ignorance, but of free choice and true 
knowledge (^mo-TiJ/utrys), and may obtain forgiveness of our 
past sins, the name of the Father of all, and Lord God, is 
named in the water over him who chooses to be bom again 
and has changed his mind in regard to his sins committed "»." 
Perhaps we should be rather cautious in drawing inferences 
from this passage, because Justin is not expressing himself 
accurately, but is evidently led away by the contrast. In 
speaking of himself and his fellows as children of ignorance 
and necessity, it is to be remembered that he recognises the 
fact that they had the power to get rid of the ignorance; 
and he says nothing directly with regard to those who were 
children of ignorance, and yet had no such opportunities 

*» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 23, p. 241 B. * Ibid. c. 92, p. 319 D. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 102, p. 329 D. ' Ibid. 
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as he had^ except what we have ab-eady laid before the 
reader. 

We proceed now to examine how those who know of Christ 
are to be saved. It is essential to remember what has been 
said of righteousness as the fmidamental condition of sal- 
vation. This righteousness is expressed in various ways when 
mention is made of Christ. The turning-point, if we may so 
call it, is named change of mind, or a being bom again. 
And it deserves notice that the words expressive of changing 
the mind never necessarily imply sorrow, regret — /acto^^Ao/jmu 
never being used. They mean either to change one^s position 
{fjLtTaTlOeaOai), to change one^s knowledge {fi€Taytyviia'K€ui), 
or to change one's mind and whole purposes (fAcrax/octi/). This 
change of mind may be accompanied with great lamentation, 
and Justin speaks of David's repentance as exhibited by his 
weeping <>. The means for this change are trust or hope in 
Christ, or a knowledge of Christ. And the result both of 
trust in Christ, and of the change of mind, is a life of 
righteousness and piety ; so that sometimes trust in Christ 
producing the change, is also said to produce the righteous- 
ness. All these are mutually dependent on each other. There 
can be no righteousness without trust in God; there is no 
change of mind or trust in Christ without a holy life. So 
that in speaking of salvation, Justin sometimes speaks of the 
one alone as the condition, sometimes of all together. 

Justin's doctrine of change of mind in relation to salvation 
is this : '^ The kindness and the philanthropy of God, and 
the boundlessness of his riches, regards him who turns from 
his sins {lAcravoovvra iirb t&v afiaprrjiidTo^v) as righteous and 
sinless, as He points out through Ezekiel ; and knows him 
who turns himself (fiCTaTi^cfxci/oi;) from piety or righteous 
conduct, to iniquity and godlessness, as sinftd and un- 
righteous and impious. Wherefore our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, * In whatever I lay hold of you, in that will I judge 
you o.' " As this change of mind is an act of free-will, it lies 
within the power of angels and men ; and Justin takes care 

n Dial. c. Tryph. c. 141, p. 370 D. « Ibid. c. 47, p. 266 D. 
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to assert that if angels should change to God, they would be 
saved too. We have already quoted part of the passage 
relating to this subject. It goes on, " If the word of God 
points out beforehand that absolutely some, both angels 
and men, will be punished. He foretold these things because 
He foreknew that they would become unchangeably wicked, 
but not because God made them such. So that, if they 
change their mind (ficraroT/o-cDo-i), all who wish can obtain 
mercy from God?/' or, in other words, which Justin uses 
immediately after, may have their sins forgiven. Before this 
repentance takes place, no pardon can be given. Justin makes 
this assertion in opposition to the opinion of some, that if they 
knew God, God would not reckon sin to them even though 
they were sinners 5. Justin states expressly that men will be 
saved in consequence of a change of mind {^k fieravoCas^). 

Justin, in speaking of the new birth, almost always connects 
it with baptism, the symbol of this new birth. We have 
already quoted one passage in which Justin refers to being 
born again, and we now draw attention to the circumstance 
that he speaks of this new birth there as a matter of choice. 
This new birth takes place " through water, and faith, and 
wood/^ water being the outward symbol of baptism, and 
wood being the cross. Justin expresses the same thought 
in the same chapter : ^^ Those who are previously prepared 
through water, faith, and wood, and repent of the sins they 
have committed, will escape the judgment of God that is to 
come 8/' ^Justin elsewhere describes the new race thus bom, 
as " being bom of faith and spirit.^^ These peculiar expres* 
sions are to be interpreted by the more plain statements of 
Justin^s works. 

Faith, or trust in Christ, must be clearly distinguished 
from faith, or trust in God. Faith in God is righteousness, 
and the end to faith in Christ. ^^ We who have put our trust 
in God the Maker of all, through the name of Jesus *.'^ And 

p Dial. c. Tryph. c. 141, p. 370 C. *i Ibid. pp. 370 D, 371 A. 
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in speaking of the identity of the faith of Abraham with that 
of Christians, he says, ^' For as he trusted the voice of God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness, in the same way 
we, having trusted to the voice of God which was spoken 
again through the apostles of Christ, and proclaimed to us 
through the prophets, have bid adieu to all the things in the 
world, even up to dying "/' 

With regard to faith in Christ, it is often said that Chr\st 
will save those that put their trust in Him ^, Many passages 
have already been quoted. Sometimes this faith is placed in 
Christ as a teacher y. More frequently, when epithets are 
added to Christ in connexion with faith. He is spoken of as 
the high-priest, or as having been crucified 2. 

The effect of faith is to make man holy. ^^ For we who 
from all nations have become pious and righteous through 
confidence in Christ, expect Him to appear again*.'' There is 
one passage^ in which Justin seems to indicate that the 
Christian derives blessings in proportion to his faith [Karh 
rbv Koyov ttjs c^s ovtop irCarctos). Perhaps it only means by 
reason of his faith. 

When the change of mind and faith are placed side by 
side, change of mind has reference to the past life ; faith is the 
positive side of the same feeling. They are thus frequently 
joined together. Thus, " God works removal of death to those 
who turn {fxeTayivda-KOvaLv) from their evil ways and trust 
Him ^" So faith in Christ and change of mind are coupled. 
The nations that have trusted in Him and repented of their 
sins shall inherit ^. Change of mind is also joined with the 
results of faith : thus, ^^ The saving bath is to those who change 
their minds {fXfTayivdaKovai,), and are no longer purified by 
the blood of goats and of sheep, and with the ashes of st 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 119, p. 347 D ; c. 92, p. 310 A. 

» Dial c. Tryph. cm, p. 338 B C. 
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heifer, or offerings of fine flour^ bat by fidth through the 
blood and death of Chrigt^ who died for this purpose®/' 

Sometimes also salvation is spoken of in connexion with 
the knowledge of Christ, but almost invariably some other 
condition is mentioned. Justin kys special stress on know- 
ing Christ, when, in the commencement of the Dialogue with 
Trypho, he speaks of the burning desire he had on his 
conversion to make all give heed to the words of the Lord. 
For they have something awful in themselves,^' he says, 
and they are able to put to shame those who turn out of 
the right way, and they are a most sweet refreshment to 
those that practise them. If, then, you care at all about 
yourself, and are anxious for salvation, and trust in God, yon 
may, knowing the Christ of God fully, and becoming perfect, 
attain to happiness'/' More frequently the knowledge of 
Christ is spoken of thus : '^ Cutting away," he says to the 
Jews, ^^ this hope from your souls, you should be eager to know 
through what way there will come to you forgiveness of sins, 
and hope of the inheritance of the blessings promised; but 
there is no other way than this, that knowing this Christ 
fully, and bathing in the bath for. the forgiveness of sins, 
proclaimed through Isaiah, ye may live after that free from 



sin g." 



Sometimes salvation is also said to be dependent on good 
works. We have already quoted several passages in which this 
is stated. Almost invariably these good works are coupled 
with something else. Thus, they are joined with change of 
mind : ^^ If, then, repenting of your sins, and knowing well 
that this is the Christ, and keeping his commandments, ye 
say these things, I have told you before that there will be 
pardon of sins to you ^." ^^ Christ was an offering for all 
sinners who wish to repent, and fast the fast which Isaiah 
describes ',.... observing those commandments which they 
who trust Jesus do^^." Justin also describes the brethren 

• Dial, c Tryph. c. 13, p. aa9 D. ' Ibid. c. 8, p. 225 O. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 44, p. 263 B. ^ Ibid. c. 95, p. 3^3 B. 

» Isaiah Iviii. 5-7. ^ Dial. c. Tryph. c.40, p. a59D. 
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assembled as prayings ^^ that we^ having learned what is true, 
may be thought worthy to be found living a life of good 
deeds and keepers of the commandments, that we may be 
saved with an everlasting salvation ^" And those admitted 
to partake .of the Thanksgiving are described as " believing 
that the things taught by us are true -" " as having washed in 
the bath for the forgiveness of sins and the new birth /' and 
as '^living as Christ has handed down to us to live "»/' 

We have already drawn attention to the kind of change 
which Justin mentions as coming over Christians through 
the teaching and power of Christ". 

Justin speaks also, like other writers of the same age, with 
delight of the adaptability of Christ^s power to all classes. 
Not philosophers nor scholars alone gave their obedience to 
Christ, but handicraftsmen and entirely ignorant persons^ 
having come to despise glory and fear and death, since He is 
the power of the unspeakable Father that has been operating, 
and not the contrivances of human speech (Aoyos°). 

The Church. — Justin says very little of the Church. He 
speaks several times of the complete unity of Christians, a 
unity determined by union in thought and feeling, and not 
by external organisation. In explaining Isaiah liii. 2, he 
remarks that the expression ^as a child ^ points out 'Hhat 
those who were wicked should become subject to Him and 
serve his pleasure, and that all should become as one child : 
as is to be seen in the case of the body, where though many 
members are counted, all together are called and are one 
body. For the people and Church (6^fxos koL iKKkria-ia), though 
many men in numbers, as being one thing are called and 
addressed by one name^.^^ In explaining also Psalm xlv., he 

* Apol. i. c. 65, p. 97 C. "* Ibid. c. 66, p. 97 E. 

n Apol. ii. o. 14, p. 61 B. 

^ Apol. iL c. 10, p. 49 A. There is no nominatiye expressed to the verb 
itrri. Otto thinks the meaning is. ** since the power which accomplishes this 
is the power of the unspeakable Father." The latter part of the passage has 
also been the subject of emendation. See Otto in loc. ; but the change pro- 
posed does not materially alter the sense. 

P Dial. c. Tryph. c. 42, p. a6i A. 
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remarks that part of it is addressed to ^^ those who put their 
trust in Him as being one soul and one assembly and one 
Church, a Church which is sprung from his name and partakes 
of his name (for we are all called Christians *i)/^ 

It will be noticed in these passages that under the name 
^ Church^ Justin includes all believers, and that he identifies 
the people and the Church. Justin gives more exact expres- 
sion to the priestly character of every member of the Church. 
'' We/^ he says, " who as one man have trusted in God, the 
creator of the whole, through the name of Jesus, having put 
off our filthy garments, that is, our sins, through the name 
of his first-born, having also been inflamed through the 
word of his calling, are the true high-priestly race of God, 
as God Himself bears witness, saying that in every place 
among the nations sacrifices well-pleasing and pure are 
brought to Him. But God does not accept sacrifices from 
any one unless through his priests ^^^ Justin immediately 
explains that the sacrifices offered by all Christians are the 
thanksgivings poured out over the cup and bread. Justin 
also alludes to these sacrifices in speaking of the universal 
spread of Christianity. " There is not even one race of men,^' 
he says, " whether barbarian or Greek, or called by any name 
whatever, or of those who live on waggons, or have no 
houses, or feed cattle and live in tents, among whom prayers 
and thanksgivings are not offered up to the Father and 
Maker of the whole through the name of the crucified Jesus ^.^^ 

Christians are begotten through Christ. ^^ We/^ he says, 
" hewn out of the womb of Christ, are the true Israelitish 
race*.^^ Of their being his people we have already spoken. 
Christians, however, were ever the foremost to pay taxes and 
offer their respects to the emperors". 

The only oflScers of the Church whom Justin mentions are 
a president and (deacons) servants. Justin mentions these in 
describing the worship on the Sunday, and baptism, and the 

1 Dial. c. Tryph. c. 63, 287 B. ' Ibid. c. 116, p. 344 B C. 

■ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 117, p. 345 C. * Ibid. c. 135, p. 365 B. 

» Apol. i. c. 17, p. 64 C. 
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Thanksgiving. It is possible that the president might be 
appointed for the occasion only, as far as Justin's words go ; 
but Justin's mode of speaking seems to intimate that the 
president was a regular servant of the Church, and that there 
was only one. 

The mode of procedure on Sunday is thus described : " On 
the day called the day of the sun there is a meeting of all 
who live in city or country in the same place, and the 
memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are 
read as long as there is time. Then when the person who 
reads ceases, the president (6 Ttpoea-Tis) makes an admonition 
and exhortation in words to imitate these good things. Then 
we rise up all together and send up prayers ; and, as we said 
before, when we cease from prayer, bread is brought, and 
wine and water, and the president sends up prayers in like 
manner and thanksgivings, according to his power, and the 
people add aloud Amen, and the distribution and sharing of 
those things for which thanks have been given takes place 
to every one, and it is sent to those who are not present by 
means of the ' servants.' Those who are in good circum- 
stances, and who wish, give as much as they like, and that 
which is collected is laid up with the president, and he in 
person helps orphans and widows, and those who are in need 
on account of disease or for any other reason, and those who 
are in bonds, and those who have come from a foreign 
country: and, in one word, he is guardian to all who are 
in need"." The order of the service, according to this ex- 
tract, is the reading of the Scriptures; the address of the 
president ; the prayer, at which all stand, and which perhaps 
all uttered ; then the Thanksgiving, which the president ut- 
tered extempore, and the Amen of the people ; then the dis- 
tribution of the bread and wine j and some time or other 
there was the collection for the poor. Perhaps we ought 
not to suppose Justin exact in his description, for he makes 
no mention of singing. We cannot, therefore, form inferences 
from his scheme ; but these points are clearly affirmed, that 

» Apol. i. c. 67, p. 98 C D, 99 A. 
VOL. II. X 
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the Thanksg'iviiig of the president was extempore y, and that 
the Thanksgiving took place every week. It seems also as if 
there were but one place of meeting* for at least one town and 
the neighbouring country. 

Justin, at the conclusion of the passage now quoted, 
assigns two reasons for meeting on Sunday. "We meet 
on Sunday/' he says, "since it is the first day on which 
God, changing the darkness and matter, made the world, 
and Jesus Christ our Saviour rose on the same day from 
the dead^.^' Justin is very far from connecting the Sun- 
day with the observation of the Sabbath. He says, ^^The 
new law wishes you to sabbatize continually, and you, being 
idle for one day, think you are pious, not understanding 
i'or what reason it was appointed you^.'^ He gives the 
reason in another passage, in which he also speaks of the 
Sabbath as a purely Mosaic appointment. "For all those 
righteous men mentioned before, though they did not observe 
the Sabbath, were pleasing to God, and after them Abraham 
and all his sons down till Moses, under whom your people 
showed themselves unjust and ungrateful to God by making 
the calf in the wilderness. Wherefore God, suiting Himself 
to that people, ordered them to bring sacrifices as to his 
name that ye might not commit idolatry, which ye did not 
observe, but ye sacrificed even your children to demons. 
And therefore has he commanded you to keep the Sabbath 
that ye may remember God; for his word points out this, 
sapng, ^That ye may know that I am the God who ran- 
somed you*>.' '^ He also makes especial reference to the mode 
in which the Jews observed the Sabbath : ^^ Do not reproach 
us,'' he says, " with bodily uncircumcision, which God Himself 
formed, nor reckon it a terrible thing that we drink hot drinks 
on the Sabbaths, since God has carried on the administra- 
tion of the world on this day just as on all the other days, and 

y See Otto's note on the words %(rr\ B^vafiis avr^. 

« Apol. i. c. 67, p. 99 AB. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 12, p. 229 C. 

t> Pial. c. Tryph. c. 19, p. 236 E, 237 A. 
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the high priests were ordered to present their offerings on this as 
on other days. And so many righteous men who performed none 
of these ordinances have been borne witness to by God Him- 
self ^/^ The same reason which Justin assigns here for the non- 
observance of the Sabbath is assigned in another passage in 
different words : "See/^ he says, ^' the elements are not idle, nor 
do they keep the Sabbath ^^/^ The only point of resemblance 
between the first day of the week and the Old Testament 
procedure is found in the circumcision on the eighth day, 
which he regards as symbolical of the true circumcision. He 
says that the eighth day had a secret meaning in it more than 
the seventh e. He explains this in another passage : " The com- 
mandment of the circumcision, ordering the circumcision of 
those that were born exactly on the eighth day, was a type of 
the true circumcision with which we have been circumcised from 
deceit and wickedness, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
rose from the dead on the first day after Sabbath ; for the first 
day after the Sabbath, being the first of all days, is called 
according to the number of the revolution of all the days 
again, the eighth day, and continues to be the first ^.^^ 

Baptism, — Justin, like other early Christian writers, speaks 
of baptism in a peculiar way, in which he seems to include 
under the word the spiritual effects which it symbolised. He 
therefore seems to attribute to the outward act more than he 
really would have done had he been led to think about the 
matter. His mode of thought is somewhat in this fashion : 
A man when he feels he is a sinner turns his heart towards 
God. He has been directed to God by Christians, and his 
mode of procedure is to confess his sins, and to promise that 
he will live as Christ directs. The way in which he can do 
this publicly is to be baptized, and accordingly in this bap- 
tism all his sins are washed away ; he consecrates himself to 
God, and is re-born. The public confession is regarded as 
the consummating act of his whole conversion. Justin did 

c Dial. c. Tryph. c. 29, p. 246 E. 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 23, p. 241 B. Otto translates (rroix^7a '8tars.' 
« Dial. c. Tiyph. c. 24, p. 341 D. ' Ibid. c. 41, p. 260 C. 
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not put to himself many of the questions which have since 
agitated the Church. Thus, for instance, he did not ask 
himself if a man could be saved without baptism ; for if a man 
turned from his sins to God, it seemed to Justin to be his 
only clear course to go and be baptised; and the man who 
said privately that he would live as Christ wishes him and 
refused publicly to say as much and to go through Christ's 
ordained way of saying it, he would have regarded as a mere 
hy|>ocrite and liar. Then, again, he does not say anything 
of the question whether the external pouring of water on a 
man had any efl'ect in itself. He would have unquestion- 
ably answered No ; for he affirms that the Jewish bap- 
tisms were of no eliect, and he urges them to " be baptised 
in their soul from wrath, covetousness, envy, and hatred." 
" For what,^^ he says, " is the use of that baptism which 
brightens up only the flesh and the bodyg 'i" He therefore 
calls the Christian baptism the bath of a change of mind and 
of the knowledge of God, which was for the iniquity of the 
people of God, and he says that "that baptism which alone 
can purify those who change their minds, is the water 
of life^.'^ He therefore calls the Christian baptism ^Hhe 
baptism of life*.^' He was very far from supposing that 
the Christian water had more effect than the Jewish. It was 
the change of mind in the man who chose to be re-bom that 
was the main thing, and which by public consecration brought 
along with it forgiveness of sins. This is most clearly brought 
out in the account which Justin gives of baptism to the em- 
peror Antoninus. " We shall explain to you,^' he says, " how 
we consecrated ourselves to God, having been made new 
through Christ, lest by omitting this we may seem to be 
somewhat deceitful in our exposition. As many as are per- 
suaded and believe that the things taught and said by us are 
true, and promise to be able to live so, are taught to pray and 
with fasting to ask of God the forgiveness of past sins, while 
we pray and fast with them. Then they are led by us where 
there is water, and are re-born after the manner in which we 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 14, p. 331 C. *» Ibid. * Ibid. c. 19, p. 136 B. 
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ourselves have been re-born, for in the name of the Father of 
all and Lord God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit they then make their bath in the water. For Christ also 
said, ^ Unless ye be born again, ye shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven/^' Then Justin states that this second birth is a 
birth of choice, and proceeds: "This bath is called enlighten- 
ment, since those who learn these things are enlightened in their 
understanding. And he who is being enlightened is bathed 
in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, and in the name of the Holy Spirit, who through the 
prophets proclaimed beforehand all the things relating to 
Christk.'^ Justin, after a considerable digression, goes on 
to relate the procedure of the Church : " But we, after thus 
bathing him who was persuaded and had agreed with us, lead 
him to those who are called brethren, where they are assem- 
bled to offer up common prayers for themselves and for the 
person enlightened, and for all others everywhere, earnestly, 
that we may be thought worthy, having learned the truth, to 
be found good citizens in our actions and keepers of the com- 
mandments, that we may be saved with an everlasting salva- 
tion. On ceasing from prayers we salute each other with a 
kiss. Then there is brought to the president of the brethren 
bread and a cup of water and wine, and he, taking it, gives 
praise and glory to the Father of all through the name of the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, and offers much thanks for his 
having thought us worthy of these things. Wlien he concludes 
his prayers and thanks, all the people say aloud Anien ; but 
Amen in Hebrew means ^ so be it.' When the president has 
given thanks and all the people have said Amen, those who 
are called servants (deacons) with us, give to each of those 
present to partake of the bread and wine and water for which 
thanks have been rendered, and they carry them to those 
not present*.'' 

It will be well to recapitulate the principal points of this 
narrative. The individual who is to be baptized has inti- 

k Apol. i. c. 6i. A few sentences have been omitted, not pertinent to our 
subject. ^ Apol. i. c. 65. 
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mated to his teacher or teachers that he believes that what 
they say is true and that he wishes to live a new life. The 
teachers and he fast and pray for the forgiveness of his past 
sins. They then lead him to the water and bathe him in 
God's name. The teachers then take him to where the 
Church is assembled for prayer. They pray for him : then 
they salute him with a kiss; and then they all partake of 
the Thanksgiving. 

We have already seen water, coupled with faith and the 
cross, spoken of as the means of man's moral renovation. It 
deserves notice that the special work assigned to baptism and 
the prayers of the person to be baptized, is the procuring the 
forgiveness of past sins. But Justin could not regard bap- 
tism as pertaining only to this one point. He regarded it, as 
we have said already, as the starting-point of the Christian's 
new life. And accordingly he says that ^' we through bap- 
tism have received the spiritual circumcision, after we had 
been sinners, on account of the mercy which is from God, and 
it is possible for all to receive it in like manner™." The 
spiritual circumcision here can be nothing else than the 
destruction of the power of sin in man and the creation of a 
holy life. We do not think that in this connexion we can 
appeal to passages such as " What need is there to us of such 
a baptism when we have been baptized with the Holy Spirit"," 
because the words 'baptized' and 'enlightened' have their 
common meanings as well as their special °. 

Justin makes no mention of infant baptism. Two passages 
have been appealed to, one in which some Christians are 
spoken of as being instructed in infancy^; and the other a 
passage already quoted in reference to the spiritual circum- 
cision ^, 

"» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 43, p. 261 C. 

n Ibid. c. 29, p. 246 C. 

n Accordingly we take the passage "enlightened through his name,*' Dial. c. 
Tryph, c. 39, p. 258 A, to have no reference to baptism. Justin speaks, as we 
have seen already, of "being baptized with the heaviest sins." 

P Apol. L c. 15, p. 62 B. 

<i See Semisch, vol. ii. p. 335 ; Dial. c. Tryph. c. 43, p. 261 C. 
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It will be observed that Justin always speaks of baptism as 
a bath^ or washing. He affirms that the demons hearing of 
this bath made those who went up to temples sprinkle them- 
selves ' ; but whether he laid any stress on sprinkling, as part 
of the daemonic perversion, is a matter of little consequence. 

The Thanksgiving [EucharisC) . — We have already quoted the 
two principal passages in which the Thanksgiving is described. 
The passages refer to two different celebrations — the one after 
the introduction of a baptized person to the brethren, and the 
other the regular celebration of it on Sunday. It will be 
noticed that the celebration of the Thanksgiving took place 
every week, and that Justin mentions bread, wine, and water. 
Some suppose that water is mentioned because the Greeks 
were in the habit of mixing wine with water. And this is 
the most likely supposition, though it is strange that Justin 
should in one of the passages where he mentions tlie three 
things, use the word Kpofm, ^ mixture,^ for wine ; a word which 
is rare in classic Greek, but in the shape of KpanCov is now 
the common one in modem Greek. 

Theologians have had endless disputes about Justin^s view 
of the Thanksgiving, since some of his modes of expression 
allow men to imagine that he believed in consubstantiation, 
transubstantiation, and the mass. 

The most prominent feature of Justin^s view of the Thanks- 
giving is implied in the name. The eating of the bread and 
wine was an opportunity of rendering thanks to God. It was 
peculiarly an act of worship towards God — not a rite which as 
such was to bring benefit along with it, and not even a feeling 
or attitude in which the brethren were to indicate their wants. 
Therefore Justin assigns no effect to the Thanksgiving, except 
in one peculiar passage which will soon be quoted. Nor does 
he ever speak of consecrated bread or wine, or of elements, or 
of its being a rite, or a mystery, or a sacrament, or a supper. 
He on all occasions speaks of it as a Thanksgiving, and the 
bread and wine as the bread and wine of thanksgiving, or 
for which thanks have been rendered. 

' Apol. i. c. 62, p. 94 E. 
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JuBtm mentions two things for which tlie Christians gave 
thanks on this occasion — for the creation of the world and 
all things in it for the sake of man^ and for salvation 
from sin through Christ. ^^ The offering of fine flour/' he 
says^ " was a type of the bread of thanksgiving, which Jesus 
Christ our Lord has delivered to us to make, to recall to 
memory the suffering which He suffered for those men whose 
souls are purified from all iniquity, that we may give thanks 
to God at once for his having created the world with all the 
things that are in it, on account of man, and also for his 
having freed us from the iniquity in which we were, and 
having made a complete dissolution of the principalities and 
powers through Him who became capable of suffering accord- 
ing to his (God's) will ^." Justin saw in the bread and wine 
representations of the whole material nourishment of man. 
'* For Christians,^' he says, " have been taught to sacrifice 
these sacrifices alone, both in recollection of their dry nourish- 
ment and their moist, in which also there is remembrance of 
the suffering which the Son of God suffered on account of 
them ^." Justin lays more especial stress on its recalling the 
suffering of Christ, and mentions this object alone several 
times. " In this prophecy,'' he says, ^^ he plainly speaks with 
regard to the bread which our Christ taught us to make 
in remembrance of his taking on Him a body on account of 
those who trust in Him, on whose account also He became 
capable of suffering, and of the cup which He taught us to 
make with thanks in remembrance of his blood ".'^ 

The reader has before him all the passages which have been 
adduced to show that Justin regarded the Thanksgiving as a 
sacrifice. Justin's idea is very simple. He maintains, as we 
have seen already, that God does not require material sacri- 
fices, and that He instituted them among the Jews to prevent 
idolatry. He says expressly, in a sentence preceding one 
already quoted in reference to the Thanksgiving, " I also 
myself maintain that prayers and thanksgivings offered up 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 41, p. 259 D, 260 A. * Ibid. c. 117, p. 345 A. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 70, p. 296 D. 
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by the worthy are the only sacrifices which are perfect and 
well-pleasing to God^/' Every prayer and thanksgiving of 
a true Christian was thus an oflFering to God, and Justin 
says as much in regard to thanksgivings for all food in 
refiiting the charge of atheism. " What sensible man,^^ he 
says, ^^will not acknowledge that we are not atheists, since 
we worship the Fashioner of this All, since we affirm as we 
have been taught, that He needs not blood, and libations, and 
incense, but by word of prayer and thanksgiving we praise Him 
with our utmost power for all that we eat, believing it to 
be the only proper way of honouring Him not to consume by 
fire those things which were made for nourishment, but to 
use them for ourselves and for the needy, and being grateful 
to Him, to send up solemn prayers* and hymns in words, on 
account of our having been made, and for all the means of 
health, the qualities of the different kinds, and the changes of 
the seasons ; and since we send up requests to Him that we 
may again be in incorruption on account of our trust in Him y/' 
Justin regarded the Thanksgiving as representative* of all 
the other thanksgivings, just as he regarded the bread and 
wine as representatives of dry and moist food, and therefore 
he makes more frequent allusion to it as the true sacrifice of 
Christians. One or two of the passages quoted might at first 
sight lead one to suppose that Justin regarded the bread as 
the sacrifice : but such a notion is in direct opposition to most 
clear statements already adduced. And the apparent incon- 
sistency is easily explained by the loose way in which Justin 
speaks. When it is said that the offering is a type of the 
bread of thanksgiving, it is not meant that the offering is 
a type of the bread used in the Thanksgiving; but the 
expression ' bread of thanksgiving,' or ' bread for thanks- 
giving,' is employed to designate the whole service, the 

» Dial. c.Tryph. c. 117, p. 345 A. 

« irofiirdf, * processions :' Grabe says that these are *' preces solemni modo 
recitats.** 

y Apol. i. c. 13, p. 60 C. 

« Conip. Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 1 7, p. 344 C. 
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taking of the bread and the giving of thanks. There caimot 
be a doubt with regard to this matter ; for Justin in the same 
passage speaks of ^^ making the bread for Thanksgiving;'^ 
which can mean nothing else than going through the whole 
service of the Tlianksgiving. Justin varies the expression in 
another passage quoted; he speaks of ^^ making the cup/' 
evidently with tlie same meaning. 

We have yet to examine one passage of a peculiar nature. 
In continuation of the passage already adduced from Apol. i. 
c. 65, Justin goes on to explain to the emperors — " This 
nourishment is called with us the Thanksgiving, of which no 
one is allowed to partake but he who believes that the things 
taught by us are true, and who has bathed in the bath which 
is for forgiveness of sins and a new birth, and who so lives as 
Christ has handed down to us to live. For we do not take 
these as common bread, and common drink ; but as through 
the reason (Logos) of God, Jesus Christ our Saviour became 
flesh, and had ilesh and blood for our salvation, so we are 
taught that the nourishment for which thanks are given 
through a prayer of reason, which is from Him, from which 
nourishment blood and flesh are nourished by a process of 
change, is the flesh and blood of that Jesus who was made 
flesh. For the apostles, in the memoirs made by them, which 
are called Gospels, handed down that it was thus commanded 
them : that Jesus taking the bread gave thanks, and said, 
^ Do this in remembrance of me ; this is my body i' that in 
like manner, taking the cup. He gave thanks and said, ^ This 
is my blood,^ and that He gave it to them alone ^," Justin 
here affirms that the teaching of the apostles was that the 
bread and wine were the body and blood of Christ. This 
was the general belief of the Church. Justin volunteers an 
explanation of this statement. It is plain that he understands 
the words literally, and so he says that as Jesus Christ 
through the Logos became flesh, so the bread and wine, when 
a prayer of reason has been offered up in thanksgiving, 
become the flesh and blood of Christ. We are not bound to 

a Apol. i. c. 66, p. 97 E, 98 A B. 
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suppose that Justin understood what he was writing. In 
factj he himself would acknowledge that there was a deep 
mystery connected with the incaraation of the Logos through 
the Logos ; and therefore he was volunteering an explanation 
by means of a mystery. Nor are we to press on Justin any 
inferences which we might draw from his statement. Most 
probably he made it without thinking very deliberately on it. 
But as it stands^ we can scarcely doubt that at the moment 
he was thinking of it he supposed the bread and wine really 
to become the flesh and blood of Christ. Some doubt may hang 
on the meaning of the words " by a process of change/^ and the 
words " through a prayer of reason which is from Him/' but 
on the whole the following seems the most satisfactory 'expla- 
nation. The words ^^ a prayer of reason which is from Him" is 
a prayer suggested by and springing from the Logos Himself^ 
by means of the reason which He has implanted in his fol- 
lowers. It has thus no reference to the Lord's Prayer, as 
some ^ have supposed, but it is applicable to any truly Christian 
prayer. The introduction of the ' process of change ' is partly 
to explain the transformation of the bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ. His unconscious reasoning is this : 
Bread and wine introduced into our bodies become flesh and 
blood by a process of change. Add to this process of change 
the energy of the Logos upon it, and then it becomes the flesh 
and blood of the Logos. But a question might have occurred 
to Justin of this nature : ^^ Are the flesh and blood of the Logos 
thus produced to be regarded as part of the earthly body of 
Christ, or is it to be supposed that they become his body in us ?'' 
^' Just as He distributes his Logos in us, does He also distri- 
bute his flesh and blood in us V It seems to me that if Justin 
had thought of this question, he would have answered it in 
the afllrmative. But as it is, he has left us with the general 
statement that it is the flesh and blood of Christ, but with 
no explanation. We do not know whether he would have 
deliberately affirmed that the bread and wine in some mys- 
terious way became part of the man who was crucified ; or 

•t> Blnnt's Right Use of the Early Fathers, p. 35. 
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whether he looked upon the change as if it were a new 
incarnation. His statement as it stands certainly favours 
the first idea ; for he expressly says that it is the flesh and 
blood of the Jesus that was made flesh. Nor have we any 
right to lay stress on the fact that he appeals to a narrative 
which spoke of Christ as calling the bread and wine his body 
and blood, while his body and blood were before the apostles' 
eyes entire and complete. Justin may not have noticed this. 
But it seems to me most likely that Justin's mode of thought 
was as I have represented it, and that it has in modern 
thought nothing to correspond to it. 

We need scarcely remark that it is pure fancy to suppose 
that J\istin connected the transformation here spoken of with 
the renewal of Christ's sacrifice. For in the first place, he 
never does so connect them ; and then his ideas of the sacri- 
ficial nature of the Thanksgiving are contrary to the ideas 
of sacrifice attributed to him in the supposition; and in the 
third place, he did not regard Christ's death as eflfective on 
account of any virtue resident in mere sacrifices. 

Future State, — We have already laid down some of Justin's 
views with regard to a future state in speaking of the second 
coming of Christ. 

Justin believed that the souls of men did not become in- 
sensible after death. The most explicit statement on this 
point is contained in the conversation of the old man with 
Justin, and therefore there is an uncertainty as to whether we 
ought to regard the sentiments as those of Justin. The 
similarity of the opinions to those of Theophilus and Tatian 
scarcely permits us to doubt that they were substantially the 
sentiments of Justin. The old man says, " I, for my part, 
assuredly affirm that no souls whatever die : for then this 
would be truly a blessing to the wicked. What then ? I 
maintain that the souls of the pious remain in some better 
place, and the unjust and wicked in a worse, waiting then 
for the time of judgment. Thus then some that have ap- 
peared worthy of God do not die any more, but the others 
are punished as long as God wishes them to exist and to 
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be punisLedc/^ The old man was led into this explanation 
because he had maintained that souls were not naturally 
immortal. Justin in reply to the old man asks him if his 
belief is not as follows : tliat God alone is incorruptible and 
unbegotten, and that ^^all other things after Him are be- 
gotten and destructible. For this reason souls die and are 
punished <^.'' When Justin says that souls die, he plainly 
means that they can die ; and so in the passages quoted above, 
where he affirms that the souls of the pious no longer die, 
he means that Ood has made them immortal and destined 
never to die. 

The old man goes into the philosophy of his views. '^ The 
soul,^^ he says, " either is life or has life. If, then, it is life, 
it would make something else live not itself, as motion would 
move something else rather than itself. But that the soul 
lives, nobody would deny. But if it lives, it lives not as 
being life, but as partaking of life ; but that which partakes 
is different from that of which it partakes. But the soul 
partakes of life, since God wishes it to live. Tims, then, it 
will never partake of it when He does not wish it to live. 
For it is not its own characteristic to live, as it is God^s, 
but as man does not always exist, nor is the body always 
with the soul, but when this harmony should be dissolved 
the soul leaves the body and man no longer isj so also, 
when the soul should no longer exist, the living spirit re- 
moves from it and the soul no longer is, but it goes again 
there whence it was taken ^/^ 

Justin himself has been supposed to state that the souls 
of men remained in Hades j but, as we have seen already, 
he is referring to Jewish ideas and Jewish modes of speech. 

Justin expressly states that souls have perception after 
death. He says of kings, " that they died the death common 
to all men ; and if this were to end in insensibility, then it 
would be a gain to all who are unrighteous. But since 
sensibility remains to all who have been born and eternal 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 5, p. 223 B. ^ Ibid. p. 223 D. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 6, p. 224 A. 
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punishment is reserved, do not negleet to be persuaded and 
to believe that these thin^ are true^/' He appeals to the 
various heathen rites in which tlie souls of the dead took 
a part, as proof to the Greeks that " souls after death are in 
a state of sensibilit vk ;" and he refers to this belief as being 
the belief not only of Christians but of Greek poets and 
philosophers *i. He also infers the sensibility of the soul 
after death from Samuel's appearance to the watch of Endor. 
" That souls remain/' he says, " I have shown you from the 
soul of Samuel being summoned by the ventriloquist woman, 
as Saul requested*/' Justin has nowhere shown this, but 
the reference itself is suflScient. He introduces this subject 
when he is speaking of the need Christians have of praying 
at the close of life, lest an evil angel seize their souls; and 
he says that " it appears that all the souls of those who were 
thus righteous and of the prophets fell under the authority of 
such powers, as the facts themselves show in the case of that 
ventriloquist woman ^." 

As we have seen already, Justin regards the opinion that 
souls go to heaven as heretical. The passage occurs in the 
doubtful chapter in which the millennium is set forth. He 
says, " If ye meet with some who are called Christians and 
do not confess this, but dare to blaspheme the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, who also say 
that there is not a resurrection of the dead, and that when 
souls die they are taken up into heaven, do not suppose that 
they are Christians^.'' 

Throughout Justin's works there is no expression that 
gives a clue to his exact notions with regard to the state 
of men immediately after death. The old man's statements 
are the most precise, and in a passage already quoted we have 
seen that he speaks of Lucius as going to the Father and 
King of the heavens™. 



f Apol. i. c. 1 8, p. 64 E. 

'' Apol. i. c. 70, p. (>6 D. 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 105, p. 333 A. 

"> Apol. ii. c. 2, p. 43 C. 



g Ibid. c. 1 8, p. 65 A B. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 105, p. 332 D. 

* Ibid. c. 80, p. 306 D. 
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We have already adduced many of the passages relating 
to the resurrection. Justin believed that men rose with the 
same bodies. ^^Plato/^ he says^ '^said that Rhadamanthus 
and Minos would punish the unrighteous that came to them, 
but we say that the same thing will take place, but Christ 
will be the judge, and they will be with their souls in the 
same bodies, and that they will be punished, not, as he says, 
a thousand years only, but with an everlasting punishment".'' 
He makes a slight exception in the case of those good men 
who are maimed. '^ Christ Himself,'' he says, '^ did these 
things (cured the dumb, maimed, &c.), persuading those who 
were to trust in Him, that if any, having any defect in his 
body, should keep the instructions delivered by Him, He 
would raise him up whole and sound in his second appearance, 
at the same time making him immortal, indestructible, and 
free from all sorrow®." 

Justin reasons with the Greeks on the possibility of the 
resurrection, and uses the argument that, if God made men. 
He could certainly raise them up again P. 

After the resurrection comes the judgment, which God 
is to make through Christ. The principle of this judgment 
is, ^^that each one goes to eternal punishment or salvation, 
according to the worth of his deeds Q." 

The good, as we have seen already, are to become in- 
capable of dying (i^civaroi) , incapable of destruction (5<^- 
OapToi), and incapable of pain [imaOus or AAt/Triyroi). They 
are to be on earth, but their life is to " be a life ^\Hith God, 
where sin gives no trouble »*." 

The wicked are to be punished in everlasting fire. Justin 
unquestionably understood the fire in a literal sense. He 
nevers mentions the punishment of the wicked without also 
remarking that it was a punishment through fire. And he 

" Apol. i. c. 8, p. 57 B. " Dial. c. Tryph. c. 69, p. 296 A. 

p Apol. i. c. 19, pp. 65 C-66 B. 

1 Apol. i. c. 12, p. 59 B ; c. 17, p. 64 B E ; c. 44, p. 82 B ; Dial. c. Tryph. 
c. 47, p. 267 A. 

' Apol. i. c. 8, p 57 B. ' SemiHch, vol. ii. p. 382. 
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says, in explaining Isaiah i. 20, that in the words " the 
sword sliall devour you,^' Isaiah does not mean " that the 
disolxKlient are to be put to death by swords, but the sword 
of God is the fire whose food they become who choose to 
do evil*." Justin also regards the punishment as occur- 
ring in a place : " Gehenna is a place where those will be 
punished who have lived unjustly and who do not believe 
that those things will happen which God taught through 
Christ ^r 

Justin seems to connect the doctrine of a conflagration at 
tlie end of the world with the burning of the wicked. The 
three passages referring to this ^r7ri;paKTis are the following: 
** The Sibyl and Ilystaspes said that there would be a con 
sumption of tilings destructible through fire* ;" " The demons 
cannot jMjrsuade men that there will not be a conflagration 
for the punishment of the wicked y ;" " God puts off the 
confusion and dissolution of the world, so that the wicked 
angels and demons and men may no longer exist, on account 
of the seed of Christians who know that they are the cause of 
preservation in nature. Since if this were not so, it would 
not have been possible for you to do these things and to be 
worked on by evil demons, but the fire of judgment coming 
down would separate all things in utter confiision, even as 
formerly the flood left none but one man with his A*iends ^J' 
Then he adds, " For so we say that there will be the confla- 
gration, but not as the Stoics,'^ &c. 

Justin in these passages plainly intimates a general burn- 
ing ; but he has not taken any notice of the difiiculty which 
it introduces into his belief that this world was to be the seat 
of the blessed. Perhaps he thought that as Christians be- 
came indestructible, they could not be affected by fire, and that 
while the fire swept away the wicked, it prepared the new 
earth. 

Justin believed in the eternity of the punishment of the 

* Apol. i. c. 44, p. 81 D. » Ibid. c. 19, p. 66 B. 

« Apol. i. c. 20, p. 66 C. y Ibid, c 57, p. 91 C. 

« Apol. ii. c. 7, p. 45 B. 
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wicked. He has uot indeed applied the word idhios to punish- 
ment ; but he has so frequently used the word aldvios, and at 
the same time varied it by equivalents, that there is scarcely 
room to doubt his opinion. There are two or three passages 
which have been adduced to show that he supposed the punish- 
ments would come to an end ; but they prove no such thing. 
Thus the statement of the old man in the Dialogue with 
Trypho, that the wicked were punished only so long as God 
wished them to be punished, is intended simply to affirm that 
punishment is dependent on God^s will, but it is not intended 
to declare what God's will is. In a passage just quoted, 
where it is said " that wicked angels may no longer exist,'' 
the words can well mean that they should no longer exist 
upon the earth. And the various passages in which the dis- 
solution of the demons is spoken of are intended to convey 
the idea that their influence on man will then be null, and 
their power over him entirely destroyed. 

Several of the passages in which Justin speaks of the 
duration of punishment have been adduced already. He 
calls the fire eternal {aldviov Tivp^), the unquenchable (5(r/3€- 
arov^), and he speaks of the eternal punishment through 
fire®. He speaks of the demons and men as to be punished 
for a "boundless age" {imipavrov alS^va^), and as "being sent 
to the judgment and condemnation of fire, to be punished 
xmceasinglye." None of these passages indeed express the 
definite and philosophical idea of an eternity of punishment. 
They are all undefined expressions, and Justin may not have 
thought it right to conceive of punishments as really dfeia. 
Nor is there one single passage that gives us a definite 
notion. As we have seen already, he contrasts the pimish- 
ment that is eternal with that which is only for a thousand 
years ^; but he still uses the indefinite word aldvios. In the 

■ Apol. i. c. 21, P.67D; ii. C.I, p. 41 C. 
»> Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 20, p. 349 B. 

« Apol. i. c. 45, p. 83 D ; ii. c. 8, p. 46 D. Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 1 7, p. 345 A. 
•1 Apol. i. c. 28, p. 71 B. « Dial. c. Tryph. c. 45, p. 264 B. 

' Apol. i. c. 8, p. 57B. 
VOL. II. Y 
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Dialogue with Trypho, c. 130, p. 359 D, where he says, '^ We 
know through Isaiah Hiat the limbs of those who have trans- 
gressed are to be devoured by the worm and ceaseless fire, 
remaining immortal, so as to be in the sight of all flesh,^^ no 
stress can be laid on the word ^ inmiortal' {iOivara). For the 
word is used to show that though the bodies are in the fire 
they will not die, because they cannot. But Justin never 
says that the bodies are indestructible. 

Justin believed that souls after judgment could not repent 
to salvation. If he left anv room to himself for doubt as to 
the absolute eternity of punishment, it could only be by sup- 
posing that God might annihilate the wicked. He several 
times warns his readers to change their minds ^^ before the 
day of judgment come^.'^ 

Justin believed that the wicked would always feel the pains 
of fire. '^ He will send the bodies of the wicked in eternal 
sensibility {h alaOrjacL alt^viq) with the wicked demons into 
the eternal fire**.'' He also thought that it was right to tell 
men of these fearful punishments because they were hc\&. 
" That no one may say,'' he remarks, " that which is asserted 
by those who are considered philosophers, that the things 
said by us, that the unrighteous are punished in eternal fire, 
are big words and bugbears, and that we wish men to live 
virtuously on account of fear and not because such a life is 
good and agreeable; I shall answer briefly to this, that if 
this is not so, God does not exist, or if He does. He cares 
not for men, and there are no such things as virtue and vice, 
and lawgivers unjustly punish those who transgress good 
commandments '." 

The Scriptures, — Justin makes very frequent allusions to 
the Hebrew prophets, and quotes largely from some of them. 
He mentions the following by name : Moses, whom he calls 
the first of prophets^ ; David, the king and prophet* ; Isaiah, 



f Apol. i. c. 40, p. 79 A ; Dial. c. Tryph. c. 1 18, p. 345 D. 

•> Apol. i. c. 52, p. 87 C. » Ibid. ii. c. 9, p. 47 D. 

k Apol. i. c. 32, p. 73 C. » Ibid. c. 35, p. 76 B. 
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'^ borne along by the prophetic Spirit";'^ Jeremiah, " the Holy 
Spirit speaking through him^-" Ezekiel** ; the holy Daniel^; 
Amos, ^^ one of the twelve**;'' Micahr; Zechariah"; and 
Malachi, " one of the twelve prophets^'' He also refers to 
Zephaniah, but the passage which he quotes is found in 
Zechariah, so that Justin probably committed a slip of 
memory in the name". He also refers to the book of Ezra, 
but the extract which he makes is not found in it, and is 
supposed to be an interpolation of a Christian^. He quotes 
from all the other books of the Old Testament, except Judges, 
the Second Book of Chronicles, Ruth, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Haggai, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Nahum, Obadiah, Ecclesi- 
astes, and the Song of Solomon. But, as we have seen, we 
have evidence that he knew the books of Ezra and Sicphaniah, 
and we can scarcely doubt that he also knew the twelve minor 
prophets, since he calls Amos one of the twelve y. 

Justin calls the Scriptures sometimes the writings*, some- 
times the holy writings », or ^^ our writings^,'' and when he 
quotes he frequently opens with " the word of God says^.'^ The 
word of God in such a connexion does not designate the whole 
of the books of the Old Testament. It means only the parti- 
cular saying adduced. And we have noticed already that the ex- 
pression has no reference to Christ as inspirer of the prophets. 

Justin makes no reference to any of the books of the 
Apocrypha as inspired <J. He believed, however, that Hys- 

™ Apol. i. c. 35, p. 76 A. » DiaL c. Tryph. c. 78, p. 304 C. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 44, p. 263 A. p Ibid. c. 32, p. 150 B. 

1 Dial. c. Tryph. c. 22, p. 238 D. ' Apol. i. c. 34, p. 75 D. 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 11 5, p. 342 C. * Ibid. c. aS, p. 246 A. 

« Apol. i. c. 35, p. 76 C. » Dial. c. Tryph. c. 72, p. 297 D. 

7 Dial. c. Tryph. 0. 69, p. 294 D. ' See Semisch, vol. i. p. 254. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 55, p. 274 D. *» Apol. i. c. 28, p. 71 B. 

« See Otto on Dial. c. Tryph. c. 19, p. 237 A, note 14. 

^ One passage shows an acquaintance with the Apocryphal addition to 
Daniel, and another, in which Isaiah is said to have been sawn with a wooden 
saw, is supposed to refer to the Ascensio Isaiss Yatis, cap. v. ver. 1 1, as edited 
in Ethiopic, with a Latin and English translation, by Richard Laurence, LL.D., 
Ozonie, 1819. See his General Kemarks, p. 141* It is also given in Glrorer*R 
Prophetse Yeteres Pseudepigraphi. See also Semisch, vol. i. p. 252 note. 
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taspes and the Sibyl were inspired. One of the passages in 
whicli their prophecies are mentioned has been quoted already. 
In another both are placed alongside the prophets. ^' By the 
energy of the evil demons death was decreed against those 
who should read the books of Hystaspes, or the Sibyl, or the 
prophets ^" 

We have already adduced passages in which Justin speaks of 
the prophets as inspired (God-borne) by the Logos and by the 
Holy Spirit. Many instances have incidentally been given 
of the way in which Justin begins his quotations. The Holy 
Spirit speaks through Moses ^^ cries through Isaiali&. God 
cries through the prophets'^, through Moses*, through Isaiah^. 
God speaks through MalachiL Justin regards the sayings 
of the prophets as having all the authority of Qt)d, and there- 
fore true^". So complete is his confidence in the perfect 
accuracy, of Scripture, that if one passage seems to contradict 
another he will suspend his own judgment. ^^Ji" he says, 
'^you have said these things because you think you can put 
me into the dilemma of saying that the Scriptures are con- 
tradictory to each other, you have made a mistake, for I shall 
never dare to think or say this. But if a passage of Scripture 
be set before me, seeming to be such, and having the appear- 
ance of contradicting another, being completely persuaded 
that no passage (Scripture) is contradictory to another, I 
will rather confess that I myself do not understand what is 
said, and I will try to persuade those who suppose the pas- 
sages (Scriptures) contradictory to agree with m.ei^" The 
work and character of the prophets Justin has thus described : 
^^ There were some men a long time ago older than all those 
who are reckoned philosophers, men blessed and righteous 
and loved by God, who spoke by the Holy Spirit and foretold 
things about to happen, which things are now of a truth 

• Apol. i. c. 44, p. 82 B. ' Ibid. p. 81 B. 

« Dial, c. Tryph.c. 25, p. 242 B. b Ibid. c. 67, p. 292 C. 

i Dial. c. Tryph. c. 16, p. 233 D. k ibid. c. 16, p. 234 O. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 28, p. 246 B. ™ Apol. i. c. 36^ p. 76 D. 
n Dial. c. Tiyph. c. 65, p. 289 C. 
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happening. ^ Prophets^ is the name given to them. These 
alone saw and told the truth to men, neither fearing nor 
being in awe of any one, not overpowered by the desire of 
glory, but speaking those things only which they heard and 
saw when filled with a holy spirit. And their writings 
remain to this day, and any one reading them may derive 
great benefit from them and instruction with regard to 
principles and final causes, and those things which the philo- 
sophers ought to know, if he trust them. For they did not 
frame their discourses with demonstration, inasmuch as they 
were trustworthy witnesses of the truth superior to all de- 
monstration; but the things that have happened and are 
happening compel agreement with what has been said through 
them. Although they also deserved belief on account of the 
miracles which they wrought, since they glorified God the 
Father and the Maker of all, and announced the Christ that 
is from Him, namely his Son, which these false prophets, 
who are filled with the deceitful and impure spirit, neither 
did nor do, but they dare to work some miracles in order 
to strike men with astonishment, and they glorify the spirits 
of deceit and the demons®.'' 

Justin nowhere gives expression to an exact theory of in- 
spiration. It is not likely that his mind had been directed 
to the subject ; and accordingly we have the usual difierence 
between his language and his practice. In many of the 
expressions already adduced the verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures is plainly implied. Probably if he had formed 
a theory at all, it would be something to the efiect that the 
holiness of the prophets brought them into peculiar contact 
with the Divine Spirit, that they then became filled with this 
Spirit, and in this way rose through a loss almost of their 
individuality into organs of the Divine Spirit for the instruc- 
tion of men. There is one passage in which SemischP thinks 
that Justin actually asserts that the prophets were beyond 
themselves. It is as follows : Zechariah ^^ saw not the devil 

o Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 224 B. p vol, i. p. 266 ; also note 3. 
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and the angel of the Lord with his own eyes, as being in 
his usual state, but while out of his usual state {iv iK(rTAa'€i), 
when a revelation was being made to him^/^ It appears 
to me that we make the passage carry too much if we regard 
it as containing a theory of the inspiration of all the prophets. 
In all the extracts quoted it will be seen that Justin lays 
especial stress on the prophets as being the only teachers 
of religious truth, but they had also special revelations, reve- 
lations of the future, and Justin refers to some apocalyptic 
vision which Zechariah saw not with his bodily eyes, but 
in a state of trance. The visions of the other prophets would 
also take place in some such way, but it is unfair to suppose 
that Justin regarded all the preachings and teachings of the 
prophets as given them in trances. 

Notwithstanding these notions of the inspiration of the 
prophets, Justin is exceedingly careless in his quotations. 
Scarcely one large passage exactly agrees with the Septuagint 
from which he quotes. There is a remarkable exception in 
the case of a Psalm, and this exception probably arose from 
the more frequent recitation of the Psalms at home and in 
the Christian assemblies*". 

Justin continually uses the Septuagint version, and re- 
garded it as having been well executed. In Apol. i. c. 31, 
p. J2 C he relates how Ptolemy sent for Jews to translate 
the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, and he remarks that 
'^the books remained with the Egyptians up to this time, 
and are everywhere with all the Jews, who reading them 
do not understand what is said/' He observes that the 
Jews did not agree with some of the interpretations of the 
seventy elders, and accuses them farther of striking off many 
passages from the Septuagint translation*. He says that 
this tampering with the Scriptures was worse than the calf- 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 115, p. 343 A. 

■' Dial. 0. Tryph. c. 22, p. 239 G. See notes of commentators, Thirlby and 
Otto. The Psalm is the forty-ninth of the Septuagint, the fiftieth of our 
version. 

• Dial. c. Tryph. c. 71, p* 297 B. 
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worship of their ancestors. The instances however that Justin 
alleges are signal failures^ and show only that he himself 
was the dupe of some Christian interpolator of the Septuagint. 
He appeals to four passages. Of three of these there are 
no traces even in our MSS. of the Septuagint. The fourth 
occurs in all our Hebrew and Septuagint MSS. Justin 
himself allowed that it was found in some*. He is not ac- 
curate also in his references to the history of the Septuagint, 
for he says that Ptolemy sent to Herod king of the Jews". 

Mode of Interpretation. — Justin's method of interpreting 
the Old Testament is purely arbitrary. He believed, as wc 
have seen, that the prophets were inspired by Christ, and 
he regarded it as their special work to foretell in a secret 
manner {irapaK^KaXvmUvia^, iv itxxmipib^^) all that related to 
Christ. Accordingly he finds in every passage of Scripture 
some secret information with regard to Christ. Sometimes 
the events are distinctly foretold ; sometimes they are repre- 
sented by symbols y; sometimes they are to be ascertained 
only by Christian feeling, for what else could find the blood 
of Christ in the grapes of Gen. xlix. io«. Sometimes also 
the Spirit speaks in the person of the Father, sometimes in that 
of the Son, and sometimes in that of the people answering 
the Father or Son*. How one is to ascertain who is the 
speaker was a matter often to be determined by one's own 
feeling. 

We have already given several instances of the arbitrary 
mode in which Justin deals with the Old Testament ; as, for 
instance, in his interpretation of Psalm xxiv., and in his notion 
of the day within which Adam died. Multitudes of similar 
interpretations could be adduced*', and sometimes he is ready 

* See Otto*s notes on c. 72 ; and Semisoh, vol. i. p. 337. 

« Apol. i. c. 31, p. 72 C. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 76, p. 301 B ; c. loo, p. 326 D. On Justin's use of the 
words fivtrriipiov, <r6fi$o\ovt irapafioX'fi, r^os, see Semisch, vol. i. p. 184. 

y Dial. c. Tryph, c 114, p. 341 B. ■ Apol. i. c. 32, p. 74 A. 

<^ Apol. i. c. $6i p. 76 D. Justin gives instances in cc. 37, 38. 

b Dial. c. Tryph. c. 100, p. 326 C. Semisch, vol. i. p. 299, gives a list o£ 
others. 
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to admit two interpretations®. His ingenuity is taxed to the 
utmost in discovering the shape of the cross in the state- 
ments of the Old Testament. 

It is remarkable that Justin regarded this power of inter- 
preting the Old Testament, or, as he once calls it, the know- 
ledge {yv&<Tis^), as a special gift of God or of CSirist granted 
to prayer, and nearly every instance in which he mentions 
the giving of God's grace it is in connexion with the under- 
standing of the Scriptures®. He also reckoned the Old 
Testament to contain all that man required for his salvation ; 
the Memoirs of the Apostles', and even Christ Himself, 
being but expounders of its statements g. ^^ Christ revealed- 
to us all things which also we have learned from the Scrip- 
tures through his grace ^.'' These things were indeed often 
concealed in types and symbols, which only God's grace could 
enable men to see*. The teachings were given in types and 
parables, Justin also maintained, that those might labour who 
sought to find and learn themJ. 

Justin's mode of interpretation made light of any dif- 
ficulties in the Old Testament. ^^ There is nothing that one 
can justly blame of the things said or done by all the prophets 
without one exception, if ye have the spiritual idea {yvQais) 
contained in them^«." Thus he thought that no one had 
a right to appeal to the Old Testament in proof of the right- 
ness of polygamy, ^' for some dispensations of great secrets 
were accomplished in every such deed^." And he shows this 
in the case of Jacob's wives. He illustrates it also in the 
case of David and Uriah's wife™, and finds ^^a great secret" 
in the intercourse of Judah and Thamar^*. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 103, p. 330 D. ^ Ibid. c. 1 12, p. 339 C. 

« Dial. c. Tryph. c. 7, p. 225 B ; c. 55, p. 274 D ; c. 58, p. 280 B ; c. 91, 
p. 319 B ; c. 78, p. 305 A ; c. 1 19, p. 346 D. 

' Apol. i. c. 52, p. 87 A ; c. 61, p. 94 E. s Ibid. c. 32, p. 73 C. 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 100, p. 326 D ; c. 131, p. 361 A. Apol. i. c. 52, p. 
87 A; c. 6i^ p. 94 E. 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 55, p. 274 D. J Ibid. c. 90, p. 317 C. 

k Dial. c. Tryph. c. 112, p. 339 C. » Ibid. c. 134, p. 364 A. 

" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 141, p. 371 A. » Ibid. c. 86, p. 314 A. Gen.zzzviii. 
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New Testament. — The only book of the .New Tes tament 
which Justin refers to by name is the Revelation of the 
apostle John in a passa^ a lready quoted Q . Many of the 
peculiar phrases of Paul occur in Justin's writings, and Justin 
has quoted two passages from Scripture which diflPer from 
the Septuagint but agree with the quotations of Paul p. 
Some have also supposed that Justin makes use of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews and the Acts of the Apostles, but on totally 
unsatisfactory grounds ^, 

Justin, as we ha ve seen already^ makes mention of Memoirs 
of the Apostles ( A Trofxyrifwy ^'itia Ta t &v * A Ttoa-TdKoav) . He some- 
times calls them simply Memoirs'; generally he styles them 
Memoirs of the Apostles', and in one passage^ he calls 
them "his Memoirs/' The reference of ^his' must either be 
to Peter or Christ. There is gooA reason, however, for sup- 
posing the text to be corrupt, and Otto therefore reads avrQv 
for avTov^. 

Of these Memoirs he states that they are called Gospels v. 
Schleiermacher, Marsh, and others, regarded these words as 
an interpolation, and they look like one; but in the Dia- 
logue with Trypho^, a saying of Christ is quoted as being 
^^ in the gospel.'' Trypho mentions the " so-called gospel" in 
which he read the precepts of Christian life*. But perhaps 
here Trypho speaks sarcastically of the ^^ good news," and has 
reference more to the whole requirements of the Christian 
system than to any written exposition of it. 

Justin states also that the Memoirs ^^ were composed by 
Christ's apostles and men who followed them^." He appeals 
to them as the sources of his information with regard to the 

o Dial. c. Tryph. c. 8i, p. 308 A. 

p Semisch, vol. i. p. 257 : Otto, De Just. Mart. Scriptis, p. lai, note 31. 
*» Lardner, Credibility, part ii. c. 10. 
' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 105, p. 333 B ; c. 107, p. 334 B. 

■ Apol. i. c. 66, p. 98 B ; c. 67, p. 98 D. Dial. c. Tryph. c. 100, p. 327 B ; 
c. loi, p. 328 B ; c. 102, p. 329 C ; c. 103, p. 331 C ; c. 104, p. 332 B. 
* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 106, p. 333 D. •» See Otto, in loc. 

^ Apol. i. c. 66, p. 98 B. "^ c. 100, p. 326 D. 

» Dial. c. Tryph. c. to, p. 227 C. y Dial. c. Tryph. c. 103, p. 331 D. 
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miraculous birth of Christy the baptism of Christy and the 
circumstances of his death. He quotes also several of the 
sayings of Christ from them. Once, in speaking of Chrisf b 
baptism^ he says that the ^^ apostles wrote that the Spirit 
flew on Ilim as a dove'/^ and he mentions that Christ was 
ncimed ^ Son of God' in the Memoirs*. 

"V^Tiat were these Memoirs ? There can scarcely be a doubt 
that they embraced the Gospels o f Matthew an d Luke, and 
we mav add Mark. There is so much taken from them, 
that the Memoirs must either have contained what they 
contained, or else the Memoirs were the Gospels. That the 
Memoirs were the Gospels is rendered extremely probable 
from the circumstance that he calls them Gospels ; that what 
he narrates of the writers of them harmonizes with the other 
ancient statements with regard to the writers of the Gt)spels*> ; 
and that if we do not identify them, we are compelled to 
suppose the existence of books recognised by the Church 
as written by apostles, and as such read in the churches, 
and yet mentioned by no one but Justin. Justin indeed may 
have included in the term ^ Memoirs ' some of the Gospels, 
such as that of the Hebrews now lost, and he may not have 
included the Gospel of John. The passages which seem 
to indicate that Justin used other Gospels are very few. 
He quotes a saying of Christ, " In whatsoever I find you, 
in that will I judge you^,*' which is not found in our 
Gospels. He makes the voice from heaven at the baptism 
say, '^ Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee**.'* 
He also says that fire was lighted in the Jordan on that 
occasion. And he mentions that Christ made yokes and 
ploughs®. The first passage is supposed by some to be 

■ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 88, p. 315 D. • Ibid. c. 100, p. 327 B. 

b It should be noticed that he says that they were written by apoBtles (more 
than one), and by followers of apostles (also more than one), so that most 
probably the statement was intended to include Matthew and John, Mark 
and Luke. 

c Dial. c. Tryph. c. 47, p. 267 A. 

^ Dial. c. Tiyph. c. 88, p. 316 D ; c. 103, p. 331 B. 

<" Dial. c. Tryph. c. 88, p. 316 C. 
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taken from the Gospel of the Hebrews, but it is as likely 
to have been handed down by tradition. The second passage 
is found in some manuscripts of the New Testament, though 
not in the oldest, and is recognised by some others of the 
Christian writers, as Clemens Alexandrinus and Methodius f; 
and was found, according to Epiphanius, in the Gospel accord - 
ipg to the Hebrews . Of the third, Justin does not expressly 
say that it was in the Gospels, though if he did he may 
easily have mixed up in his memory a tradition with the 
statement of the apostles. And the last, though found in 
the Gospel of Thomas, may have been a true tradition handed 
down for some time by word of mouth, believed in the Church, 
and embodied in the apocr3nphal gospel with considerable 
expansion. These then are not sufficient proofs that Justin 
used any other Gospels. 

Nor is there good proof that he used the G ospel of John. 
All that can be appealed to is the similarity of some of 
Justin^s expressions to those of John^s^. 

See Thirlby and Otto, in loc. 

8 A full exhibition of the proofs in favour of the Memoirs being the Gospels, 
and a refutation of Bishop Marsh's objections, is given in Kaye's Some Account 
of the Writings and Opinions of Justin Martyr, p. 13a. Many have maintained 
that the 'Airojiu^/ioveiJ/iaTa was simply the Gospel of the Hebrews. See a list of 
them in Schwegler's Nachapostoliches Zeitalter, vol, i. p. 3 1 7, note. Schwegler 
tries to prove the same thing against Winer, Olshausen, Be Wette, and 
Bindemann. The literature on this subject is exceedingly extensive. The 
more recent Baurian attempts and the works of their opponents are noticed in 
an Ingenious but imsatisfitctory Programm of Dr. G. Volkmar, Ueber Justin 
den Martyrer und sein Verhaltniss zu unsem Evangelien, Zurich, 1853. Dr. 
Kobert Lee, Professor of Biblical Criticism in the University of Edinburgh, 
has kindly shown me a paper in which he throws a new light on Justin 
Martyr's quotations, and by satisfactorily explaining the differences between 
them and the passages in our Gospels, cuts away the supports on which the 
theories of any other Gospel are built. His explanation in his own words is : 
" The general tendency of the alterations Justin has made on the language of 
the Synoptists is to soften their provincialisms, to render their style more 
accordant with the general idioms of the Greek tongue, and so less offensive 
and more intelligible to those for whom he wrote." 

*» Westcott, History of the Canon, p. 200. Westcott discusses this question 
in a most masterly and satis&ctory manner. All the passages that can possi^ 
bly bear on the subject are adduced and thoroughly sifted, pp. 107-205. 
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Justin nev er^speaks of the writin ys of the A))ostles as 
inspired. In quoting from them he never uses the phrases 
common with regard to the Old Testament, ^ the Spirit 
says/ ' God cries through them/ And not only so, but 
as he regarded Christ as simply an expounder of the Old 
Testament », so Christ^s work wrought in the apostles was 
opening their eyes to the meaning of the Old Testament. 
" Although/' he says, " Christ had been proclaimed through 
the prophets in a concealed manner as going to become a suf- 
ferer and to be Lord of all after that, yet this would be under- 
stood by no one until He Himself persuaded the apostles that 
these things were expressly proclaimed in the writings^.'^ 
Justin goes so far in this matter as to hang his belief in the 
truth of the apostles' statements on their accordance with 
Old Testament prophecies. He mentions the appearance of 
the angels to Mary, and quotes the words addressed to her, 
" Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for He shall save his 
people from their sins.^' Then he adds, ^^As those who 
recorded all the things relating to our Saviour Jesus Christ 
have taught, whom we have believed since the prophetic 
Spirit through the fore-mentioned Isaiah foretold that He 
would appear as we pointed out^'^ The apologetic character 
of Justin's writings may in some measure account for this 
appeal to prophecy, but it does not do so satisfactorily. For 
if he regarded the apostles as inspired and the apostles 
themselves to stand on a level in their writings with the 
prophets, why did he not adduce the proofs for the in- 
spiration of the apostles? 

Did Justin then regard the apostles as common men, only 
holier than most? This also cannot be asserted. Though 
he does not pronounce their writings to be inspired, yet he 
has no doubt of their divine mission. They came in close 
contact with Christ Himself, and had daily revelations from 
Him. And when He sent them out to preach his gospel, 
they were enabled to do their work through divine power. 

' Apol. i. c. 32, p. 73 C. rSov h,ypoovjxivoiv irpo<f>ri'r€twy i^fiyrfTov. 
^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 76, p. 302 A. » Apol. i. c. 33, p. 75 B. 
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And no doubt he would regard them as possessed of the 
power to work miracles and to foretell events, for these gifts 
belonged to the Church, were not extinct in his own day, and 
must have been plentifully bestowed on the special ambassa- 
dors of Christ. " From Jerusalem/' he says, '^ twelve men in 
number went out into the world, and these uneducated persons 
(i5ia>rai), although not able to speak, did notwithstanding, 
through the power of God, point out to every race of men 
that they were sent by Christ to teach all men the word 
of God"/' He finds a prophetic intimation of ^' this strong 
word which the apostles preached every^vhere'' in the ^^ rod 
of his power'' of Psalm ex. 1-3. He says also : " All Christ's 
acquaintances denied and forsook Him after his crucifixion, but 
afterwards, when He rose again from the dead and appeared 
to them and taught them to read the prophecies in which 
all these things were foretold as sure to happen, and when 
they had seen Him ascend into heaven, and trusted Him, 
and received power which was sent to them thence [from 
heaven] by Him and had gone into every race of men, they 
taught these things and were called apostles '^." 

The writings of men who had thus come into personal 
contact with Christ, and who received power from Him after 
He left the earth, would be of supreme value to the Church, 
whatever theory might be adopted with regard to inspira- 
tion. And, accordingly, though Justin sometimes speaks 
only of the prophets and Christ^ as the revealers of God's 
will to men, yet he does not hesitate to couple the prophets 
and apostles together. '' In the same manner," he says, 
^' we have believed the voice of God, spoken again through 
the apostles of Christ, and proclaimed to us through the 
prophets P." And, as we have seen already, the memoirs of 
the apostles or the writings of the prophets were read in the 
assemblies of Christians^. 

Morality, — Justin evidently did not think very profoundly 

™ Apol. i. C.39, p. 78 A. " Ibid. c. 50, p. 86 A. 

<» Apol. i. c. 23, p. 68 B. p Dial. c. Tryph. c. 119, p. 347 D. 

« Apol. i. c. 67, p. 98 D. 
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on the philosophy of morals. He was content with a prac- 
tical knowledge^ and when he does enter into moral discus- 
sions^ it is when a practical object summons him to them. 
Several of these we have already given^ especially his ideas 
with regard to free-will, and the necessity for a belief in that 
doctrine before man could be regarded as capable of acting 
rightly or wrongly. In speaking of the Mosaic law he points 
out that it was divided into two portions, the one insisting on 
ceremonial observances, circumcision, the keeping of the sab- 
bath and of the feasts; the other consisting of injunctions 
which were eternally and naturally right in themselves. He 
describes these last as ra <I)V(T€i icoXa koI cvcre/S^ ical bUaia: 
and again, ra KaOokov kcu </>];a-€i koI ahivia /coXd' : ai^d again, 
ra9 aUiiviov^ koX (f>v(T€i bLKau>iTpa((as fcat ew€)3€^as^. He thus 
believes that there are certain acts which are naturally just 
and pious, which are eternally such and which are everywhere 
such. He does not mention what acts he regards in this 
light, but he mentions evil deeds which he regards as the 
opposites, and therefore always and everywhere wrong. It is 
curious that these evil deeds which he mentions all relate to 
the body, and he makes no effort to prove on what eternal 
principle they are wrong. " For/^ he says, '^ God exhibits 
in every race of men things that are always and everywhere 
righteous {bUaia), and all righteousness, and every race knows 
that adultery is an evil, and fornication, and the killing of 
man, and other suchlike things^^' He allows, indeed, that 
there are some whose minds have been so perverted by bad 
training that they have lost their natural notions ; yet 
they are natural, and moreover he thinks that even these 
people have them in reality, though they are kept under". 
In insisting on the various virtues he almost invariably has 
recourse to the injunctions of Christ. And he appeals to his 
summing up as the most satisfactory of all. '^Well,^^ he 
says, "does our Lord and Saviour seem to me to have 
spoken, when He said that the whole of righteousness and 

' Dial. c. Tryph. c. 45, p. 263 D. ■ Ibid. c. 47, p. 266 B. 

t Dial. 0. Tryph. c. 93, p. 320 0. « See p. 290 of this volume. 



III.] JUSTIN MARTYR, 335 

piety lay in two commandments. Now they are these : Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and all thy 
strength^ and thy neighbour as thyself ^Z' And in a few 
sentences farther on^ in explanation of these injunctions^ he 
states that righteousness (dtKaiocrvn;) has a Godward and 
manward aspect. "The whole of righteousness/^ he says, 
"being divided into parts, towards God and towards man, 
whoever, the passage says, loves the Lord God with all his 
heart and with all his strength, and his neighbour as himself, 
would be truly righteous {hUaiosi)^" Justin brings out very 
prominently the universal love inculcated by Christ. He 
says, in explanation of the term ^neighbour' in the com- 
mandment quoted, " The neighbour of a man is nothing 
else than the living being who has like feelings and is 
rational {to oiioioiradis y koI koyiKov {»ov), namely man^/^ 
He states that in obedience to a command of Christ, Chris- 
tians pray for their enemies and " for all men without ex- 
ception^." And he states the great fact that "all men 
are naturally (t?} <^i;<r€t) brothers '\" 

Justin maintained that a man ought to be righteous at all 
hazards. " In every way must the lover of truth choose to 
speak and act righteously, even in preference to his life, if 
death should be threatened^." And he asserts that Chris- 
tians " willingly die confessing Christ rather than tell a 
lie or deceive their examiners d." Willing as the Christians 
were to bear their testimony to Christ, there is no reason 
for the accusation which has been made against Justin, that 
he approved of Christians informing against themselves, be- 
cause they desired the crown of martyrdom. There is not 
a word in Justin which indicates that he attached any special 
merit to martyrdom. On the contrary, he plainly asserts 
that there is no real Christian who would not willingly die 

^ Dial. c. Tryph. c. 93, p. 321 A. » Ibid. p. 321 B. 

y Otto translates, " sim ilibus perpessionibus obnoxium." 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 93, p. 321 B. « Ibid. c. 133, p. 363 C. 

*» Dial. c. Tryph. c. 134, p. 364 D. c Apol. i. c. 2, p. 53 D. 

»> Apol. i. c. 39, p. 78 B. See also Ibid. ii. c. 2, p. 43 A ; c. 12, p. 50 B. 
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for Christ. And all the length he goes is the assertion that 
a Christian has good reason for being eager to meet death for 
Christ^s sake, for he then goes to live with God for ever®. 
The two passages to which Barbejrac^ has appealed do not 
prove his point. They both occur in the second Apology. 
The one occurs in the narrative of Justin's reflections on 
seeing the constancy of Christians. He tells how he felt 
that no lover of pleasure could welcome death as they did. 
On the contrary, he would try to escape the notice of rulers, 
" much less would he denounce himself when the consequence 
was to be death," (oix on yc iavrov icar^yyciXc <l>ov€vdria6ix€vov^). 
Now here it is to be observed that whatever be the meaning 
of KaTrJYy€i\€y Justin assigns no motive for a Christian's de- 
nouncing himself, and therefore Barbeyrac has no good reason 
for supposing that the Christians did it out of an ill-regulated 
desire for martyrdom, or from the same motives which urged 
the Christians of Cyprian's time to do it. But, moreover, 
the word, though it may admit of Barbeyrac's meaning, does 
not demand it and is better understood in another way. All 
that Justin says is that Christians give information against 
themselves which will lead to their death. Now the very con- 
fession of Christ led to this. Justin does not say that of their 
own accord they rushed to give this information, but simply 
that they did give it. Nay, more, the words are applicable 
to another case still. In the narrative with which Justin 
commences the Second Apology, one Lucius stands forward 
in defence of a Christian unjustly condemned. He shows no 
eagerness for martyrdom, but he is determined to stand up 
for his fellow-Christian. Such a man might well be said 
to bring information against himself. If out of cowardice 
he had remained silent, nobody would have meddled with 
him, but he feels that the judge is acting unjustly and he 
speaks out. 

The other passage appealed to nms thus : " That no one 
may say, ^ Kill yourselves, all of you, and go to God, and don't 

« Apol. i. c. 8, p. 57 A. ' Traits de la Morale, p. i8. 

8 Apol. ii. c. 12, p. 50B. 
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give us trouble/ I will tell for what reason we do not do 
this, and for what reason when examined we fearlessly con- 
fess. We are taught that God has not made the world in 
vain, but on account of the human race ; we said before that 
He delights in those who imitate his attributes, and that He is 
displeased with those who embrace what is evil either in word 
or deed. If, then, we shall all kill ourselves, we shall be, as far 
as is in our power, the cause that no one be bom or instructed 
in the Divine teachings, or that there even be no human race 
at all ; thus doing ourselves what is contrary to the will of God 
if we should do this. . But when we are examined we do not 
deny that we are Christians, because we are conscious to our- 
selves of no evil ; on the one hand reckoning it impious not 
to speak the truth in all things, for we know this to be 
agreeable to God ; and on the other hand hastening to set 
you free from an unjust prejudice^.^' Now, this passage con- 
tains no proof that Christians attached any value to martyr- 
dom. There is no mention of Christians denouncing them- 
selves. Justin wishes to explain what seemed to heathens 
an anomaly in Christian conduct. When brought before 
magistrates they confessed that they were Christians, and 
showed no fear of death. If death, then, was not an object 
of terror to them but the commencement of a more blessed 
life, why did they not kill themselves ? Because Justin does 
not reply that it was wrong to commit suicide, Barbeyrac 
infers that Justin did not blame the deed itself, and then 
identifying suicide here with voluntary devotion to martyr- 
dom he applies the inference to this^. Now, in the first 
place, Justin would have acted foolishly in stating to a Stoic 
that suicide was a crime. He had to give a reason for his 
opinion, and accordingly he shows how suicide is contrary 
to the Divine will in his creation of the world for the benefit 
of man ; and therefore a Christian would be acting contrary 
to the Divine will if he committed suicide. And, in the 

' Apol. ii. c. 4, p. 43 C D E. 

i I am not sure that Barbeyrac's reasoning is as I have stated, because his 
words are very few and very far from precise. 

VOL. II. Z 
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second place^ Justin cannot allude to Christians voluntarily 
informing against themselves; for what the heathens are 
supposed to wish is not that all Christians would inform 
against themselves^ but that all Christians would do away 
with themselves without troubling the magistrates. The 
words '^ when examined we fearlessly confess/' and the rea- 
sons given by Justin why Christians confess^ are against 
Barbeyrac's supposition. Christians confess^ when examined^ 
only because they are bound to tell the trath in all things^ 
and because their confession may do good to the heathen. 
There is no trace of a wish to be put to death ; on the con- 
trary, Justin's words imply that a man would be acting con- 
trary to the Divine pui-pose if he in any way from his own 
mere wish ran the risk of losing his life. But when Chris- 
tians are brought before magistrates they must speak the 
truth. If Justin, therefore, were true to the doctrine which 
he here lays down he would have condemned the man who 
rushed into martyrdom merely for the sake of the glory 
beyond death ^. 

There are some particular points of Justin's morality which 
deserve notice. Barbeyrac has found fault with him be- 
cause he condemned swearing, but Justin simply quotes the 
words of Christ : " With regard to not swearing at all, but 
always speaking the truth. He exhorted thus, ' Swear not 
at alU.'" In what sense Justin understood the words he 
does not say. 

Justin's opinions in regard to marriage have also been 
blamed more than they deserve, principally because the 
statements made in the Treatise on the Resurrection were 
attributed to him. Justin nowhere speaks against marriage. 
He does not praise virginity. In one passage, indeed, most 
commentators have imagined that he does praise it, but it 
seems to me that the context is against the meaning which 
they attribute to the sentence. The words are, '^ And many 
men and women, sixty and seventy years of age, who from 

^ See Kaye, p. 1 1 7. ^ Apol. i. c. 16, p. 63 D. 
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early years have been disciples of Christ, remain uncorrupted 
(i<l>dopoi), and I boast that I can point out such over the 
'whole race of men™. For why should we mention the innu- 
merable multitude of those who have changed from inconti- 
nence and have learned these thingfs** ? '^ Everything here 
depends on the meaning of &<l>Oopoi, Now i.<f>Oopos means 
simply 'uncorrupted/ ' chaste/ If Justin regarded marriage 
as a chaste connexion, then married people might be i<f>Oopot 
as well as virgins. And Justin seems to me to apply it here in 
this wide sense ; for in the sentence immediately preceding he 
is speaking of adultery, and adds this sentence in proof that 
many had kept Christ^s injunctions against adultery ; and in 
the sentence following, which I have quoted, he evidently 
contrasts the ' incontinent ' (aKoXi(rTovs) with the i<l>Oopoi, but 
there is not the slightest reason to suppose that Justin would 
have reckoned married people as such to be incontinent. On 
the contrary, in a passage in the Dialogue with Trypho®, re- 
sembling the one in which our sentence occurs, we have the 
continence of marriage distinctly alluded to : " We/' he says, 
" who were filled with war and mutual slaughter and every 
wickedness, have now from every land changed each our war- 
like weapons, our swords into ploughs, and our spears into 
agricultural implements, and we cultivate (ycwpyovfxei;) piety, 
righteousness, philanthropy, faith, and hope which proceeds 
from the Father Himself through Him that was crucified, 
sitting each under his own vine — that is, using each his 
lawftdly wedded wife alone.'' 

Justin regarded marriage simply as a means to the produc- 
tion of children; and no doubt he would agree with many 
other Christian writers in the opinion that any intercourse 
which had not this for its object was sin. " Either,'' he says 
of Christians generally, '^ we do not marry at all, unless to 
nourish children, or, rejecting marriage, we are perfectly con- 

^ The words might mean, * I pray that I may show such over the whole 
race/ but the context is against this meaning. 
° Apol. i. c. 15, p. 62 B. 
o c. no, p. 337 A. 

Z Z 
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tinent ^" Whether Justin went so far as to denounce second 
marriages^ or whether he in any way showed asceticism be- 
yond what has now been mentioned, is uncertain. One pas- 
saged has been appealed to as disclosing a peculiar rigid 
opinion of Justin's on marriage, but its real meaning is 
matter of much doubt. It runs thus : "ilcrrr^p /cat oi voyM 
ivOpd^Trivi^ biyafiCas T:oLoiiix€voL d/maprcaXol itapa r<|) ^/mere/)^ dt- 
baaKoXi^ €1<tI Koi oi 'ttpocr^Xi-noim^ yvvaiKL irpbs to €Tn6vfxrj<Tai 
avTijs* The diflSculty lies in the word biyafxCas. S nicer (in 
voc.) shows that the word biyapiCa has three meanings in 
ecclesiastical writers. It may mean either what we call 
bigamy, or a second marriage, or a marriage after a divorce 
has taken place, the divorced })erson being still alive. Most 
commentators seem inclined to think that biyafxia is to be taken 
here in the last sense, though the other two meanings have 
found defenders. Placing a comma at €1(tCv they translate, 
^^As they who enter on marriage after divorce by human 
law are sinners with our teacher, so are they who,'' &c. 
The meaning is : Any one who enters on a second marriage 
while his divorced partner is still alive is a sinner with our 
teacher, even though such a marriage has been sanctioned by 
human law. Supposing this were the meaning, we should 
be still left in ignorance of Justin's opinion on a very impor- 
tant point. The law permitted divorces for many reasons : 
the Church afterwards permitted them only for one, namely 
adultery. It is plain when this was the state of the case that 
the Church looked on many marriages as still in force which 
had been dissolved by law, and it would therefore regard 
the man as a sinner who married when he had obtained a 
divorce for reasons allowed by law but disallowed by the 
-Church. Now, does Justin here condemn all marriages 
which are entered into after a divorce, or only those in which 
the divorce has not been given for the proper reason? So 
that even if we were sure that Justin used fttyofx^a in the 
sense attributed, we should yet not know very well what were 

p Apol. i. c. 29; p. 71 D. 1 Ibid. c. 15, p. 62 A. 
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liis real opinions. There is, however, very good reason 
for doubting whether Justin uses the word in this sense. 
The only reason for believing that he uses it in this sense is 
that he is supposed in this sentence to sum up the teaching 
of Christ, which he has given by quoting Matt. v. ^^8-32, 
xix. 12'. But this supposition is not a correct one. Matt. 
V. 32, of which our sentence is supposed to be a resume, states 
a totally diflTerent case. The man who marries a divorced 
woman is not in the same case as a man who marries after he 
has divorced his wife. Justin may have confounded the 
cases, but it is not fair to assume that he did. The arguments 
against this meaning of biyaixia are these: The word itself 
naturally means bigamy, is so used in Greek writers, and, in 
fact, this meaning lies at the basis of the other two ecclesias- 
tical meanings. Aiyofxia meant a second marriage only with 
those who regarded marriage as indissoluble; and thought 
therefore that if a man married a second time he was really 
married to two wives, since he never could cease to be the 
husband of his first wife. In like manner biyafiCa meant a 
marriage after divorce, because the divorce being regarded as 
null the divorced wife was reckoned a real wife, and there- 
fore the man was married to two wives. This explanation 
of the uses of the word seems to me to require that the opi- 
nions of the Church should be somewhat fixed before the 
word could come to bear the two peculiarly ecclesiastical 
meanings, and Suicer adduces no instance of its use in either 
sense from writers who are not long subsequent to Justin. 
Moreover, we must remember that the Apology is addressed 
to heathens, and they could understand by the term nothing 
but bigamy. Then, again, if we had a summing up here, we 
certainly should not have (So-TTf/o, but, as Davis conjectured, 
&<TT€, There is, moreover, no real point of comparison be- 
tween the two clauses. Then, again, the use of the dative 
to express '^ according to a human law, or with the sanction 
of a human law, ^' is strange. And lastly, the reason assigned 

•* See Ritter, as quoted by Braun and Otto, in loc. 
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by Justin for liis statement applies only to the latter point of 
it, and not to the clause now discussed^ if biyafxla is to have 
the meaning attributed to it : " For/' he says, " not only is 
the actual adulterer excluded by Him (Christ), but he who 
Mnishes to commit adultery, since it is not deeds only that 
are evident to God, but the thoughts also/^ 

It is far more easy to say what the passage does not mean 
than what it does mean. If we were to read a>; irapa r^ 
vSiJLtf avOpianlvd^y and put a comma at aiiaproiXoi, it seems to 
me that we shall get what Justin had in his mind, though his 
text may not be exactly as I have made it. The sentence 
would then run, '^ As with the human law men who have two 
wives at the same time are sinners, so with our teacher are 
even those who look upon a woman to lust after her : for it is 
not only the actual adulterer that is excluded by Him, but the 
man who wishes to commit adultery/^ Or in other words, 
as the Roman law condemned the bigamist, so Christ con- 
demned the man who indulged in impure thoughts. 

Justin condemns the polygamy of the Jews; and his 
writings contain perhaps the first distinct Christian at- 
tack on the liberty which the Jews claimed — to have 
more than one wife. Justin, however, does not contri- 
bute in any way to the establishment of monogamy on 
a rational basis. He merely rails at the ''senseless and 
blind teachers^' of the Jews, " who permit you even to the 
present day to have four and five wives each, and another 
one to these, if anyone happens to see a pretty one, and 
desires her, recounting the deeds of Jacob, called Israel, 
and of the other patriarchs, and saying that those who do 
like them do nothing wrong, wretched and senseless as they 
are in this matter*.'^ Then Justin applies his allegorical 
interpretations to show that great mysteries lay hid in every 
such deed of the patriarchs. And he appeals to David's sin 
in regard to the wife of Uriah as proof that the patriarchs 
had many wives, ''not as fornicators'' (is iFopvivoprcs) , but 

■ Dial. c. Trypli. c. T34, p. 363 D. 



III.] JUSTIN MARTYR. 343 

because mysteries were accomplished through them; '^ since/' 
he says, ^'if it were permitted to take the wife that one 
wishes, and in the way one wishes, and as many as one 
wishes, as do men of your race in every land wherever they 
may travel or be sent to, taking women to themselves 
under the name of marriage, much more would this have 
been granted to David */' 

Looking at all the passages in Justin relating to the con- 
nexion of the sexes, I do not think we are warranted in 
attributing to him ascetic opinions, unless we regard as 
ascetic the opinion that the only legitimate object of mar- 
riage is the production of children. No doubt, like all Chris- 
tians of his and many subsequent ages, he was influenced by 
a strong desire to praise continence, since it was a virtue of 
great rarity, and its existence was a proof of Christ's power 
over men. Other ideas regarding matter and the body led 
Christian writers of a later date into an extravagant estimate 
of the excellence of chastity, but these notions do not make 
their appearance in Justin. 

We gather from a statement in Justin that at least some 
Christians did not disapprove at this time of self-mutilation. 
From the way in which Justin relates the circumstance we 
should be inclined to think that he did not disapprove of the 
act. We cannot, however, be certain in this inference, be- 
cause the circumstance is helpful to Justin's argument, 
whether he approved of it or not, and writers like him are 
apt to state events without giving their opinions of them. 
" And now," he says, ^' one of our people, to persuade you 
that indiscriminate intercourse is no secret rite of ours, gave 
in a petition in Alexandria to Felix the governor, requesting 
him to grant leave to a physician to cut off his testicles ; for 
the physicians in that place a^seri^ed that they were prohi- 
bited from performing this operation without the permission 
of the governor. But since Felix would not at all grant the 
petition, the youth, remaining in his own power, contented 

* Dial. c. Tryph. c. 141, p. 371 AB. 



